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Editorial    Bit@oldburwodianassociation.co.uk 
This is just a 4 page selection of articles from our free 20 page 
magazines which appears twice a year.  (All names as initials for 
this sample edition only)   We call it “Boars in Touch” because it 
keeps us Old Burwoodians in touch for just £10 for FIVE YEARS 
OBA subscription (All the editions from Sept. 2006 to Sept. 2011)   
And as a Member you can come to our 50th Grand Reunion 
in September 2010, in Edinburgh!!                        Colin  Sayer 
 

Mini Reunions are fun!!    Plymouth  October 15th  2009    Be 
there!!              C.S.  
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Remember the webpage http://www.oldburwoodianassociation.co.uk 
 

BIT is supported by 
The Ewing Foundation 

Chair  Clive Boswell  clive@boswell.net   Sec.  Ron Gibbins oba l955_1996@hotmail.com   
 

Ed.  Colin G Sayer  Tele: 01932 873560  Sayer0ER@btinternet.com 
 
Here are some articles from past 
editions:-  Many are excerpts.  If you 
want to read more – JOIN the OBA!!! 
 
The Food Lift   by C. D.  c.1957 
 
N. R. gave C. some lines.  He did not write 
the lines, but next morning went and hid in 
the food lift for about ¾ hour.  Then he 
decided that he might get hurt if anyone 
pulled on the ropes, so he came out and 
went to his lesson.     Unfortunately, by this 
time he was late for the lesson and so was 
given detention by the teacher, as well as 
the lines from N. 
 
The Archive 
 
A new addition is an excellent piece of 8 mm 
film donated by D. M. and taken by his 
father.  
  
It is an extremely interesting addition to the 
Archive, as it shows very clearly what a 
Sports Day was like, how it was organised, 
how the prize - giving was done. It also 

shows the school 8mm cine camera being 
presented to Lady Boyd by the parents . 
(The camera is, of course, also in the 
archive / display, as are all the films made 
with it.)  Also a tea dance and the four 
Queen's Scouts, with the whole Scout 
group.        It is another part of out history 
and is now on CD.      C.S. 
 
A New Job        G. F.     2008 
 
I was busy working and getting the 
preparation to get myself organised to 
attend law school on the coming Tuesday 
for the law degree, part-time. Yes, I’m 
studying law part-time, as I want to embark 
to change my career into the law profession 
to help the deaf people in Scotland.   
 
Against the odds you could say!   But 
nothing is impossible!   My motto is “Nothing 
Ventured Nothing Gained! “ 
 
The degree fees are funded by one of the 
trustee foundations fully approved to support 
in my case to help my studies because it’s 

mailto:l955%1E1996@hotmail.com
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unique in Scotland and never had a request 
like this before. 
 
News from Brazil      P. C.  2008 
 
Today 27th June I just came back from 5 
weeks in Brazil again, a much more 
enjoyable trip this time, 3rd time.  
 
I had a new professor of Portuguese and 
English teaching me how to speak 
Portuguese. 
 
The Capital Hotel, Edinburgh  Ron 
Gibbins  2008 
 
(Ron Gibbins and Stuart Healy went up to 
Edinburgh to start arranging for the 2010 
Grand Reunion)   I asked for the manager.  I 
had not made any appointment with that 
hotel, and a woman named Amanda, Sales 
Manager, met me. The hotel did not get my 
letter so I gave her a copy and she read 
through it and sounded interested. That 
hotel has 111 bedrooms, a dinner function 
roon for up to 300 people and four meeting 
rooms. This information interested me.  After 
we had a coffee we went round the hotel – 
bedrooms, Restaurant with a stunning view, 
lounge, swimming pool, gym, dance studio, 
four meeting rooms, Dinner function room 
and a Reception with Bar.   I did tell her 
about the General Meeting on Sunday 
morning so that will all be a part of the 
meeting rooms suite. There they have three 
Ceiling Mounted Projectors, Video Inputs, a 
small platform and a Plasma Screen  
 
The Great Wall of China     M. F. 
This is about M.’s charity walk in May 2006. 
 

It was our first sight of the wall as it is clearly 
seen. It was a very hot sunny day with about 

30C. Walked up a very steep hill which was 
rather hard work for breathing control and 
kept sipping on water. When I arrived at the 
Wall, I felt so relieved that I had finally 
landed on one of my ambitions, to walk on 
the Wall! I was so amazed that you actually 
see the Wall for miles and miles away! 
……………….. 
 

Ronald J. Gibbins and Spencer Tracy 
In Mid 1950, 
this photo 
was taken at 
RNID in 
Kings Cross. 
Spencer 
Tracy, the 
film actor, did 
visit with 
some deaf 
children attending.  
 

 
 
 
L. B. at work in 
South Korea 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

My Job      (K. W.) 
Taken from an article by Fritha Sutherland in 

“Accounting Technician” 
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At first glance, K. W.'s office in South 
Harrow looks like any other. Co-Director of 
accountancy firm Fiscal Perspectives, he 
sits at a desk that displays the usual 
gadgets of the modern office, with the 
addition of one essential item: a textphone. 

His practice, which caters for both deaf 
and hearing clients, offers services in 
financial accounting, management 
accounting, charity accounting, taxation, 
partnership accounting, limited companies 
accounts and consultancy. 

K. says: "When I first decided to go 
self-employed in 1995, I was operating on 
my own, from a bedroom at home………. 
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The Sports Personality of the Year 
Awards 
 
"When the BBC announced their decision to 
allow 3,000 members of the public to 
become part of the audience at the Sports 
Personality of the Year Awards I was 
excited and keen to attend this event at the 
NEC in Birmingham on Sunday 10th Dec 
2006.   After ringing the box office for ages I 
was disappointed to find out that the tickets 
were sold out within 50 mins on one day!  
All of us deafies were struggling to get 
through to the ticket office via typetalk as the 
line was engaged all the time!  I'd eventually 
managed to get connected to them at 
around 10.15am and was gutted to know the 
tickets were sold out already.  I was furious 
because there was so much difficulty in 
getting through and all my friends had the 
same problem - the ways they provided for 
us to purchase tickets were not suitable for 
the deaf audience.  They don't have any 
minicom line for us to book through and the 
Manager understood our situation so offered 
us as a goodwill gesture to purchase tickets 
for the disabled area along with another 

three Old Boys - 
Oliver, W., D. and 
also another two 
deafies who 
contacted them 
after me.  
 

Oliver Westbury with Peter 
Schmeichel and Gary Lineker  
 

I then had to assist them in providing us an 
interpreting service for our live TV 
communication access.  The BBC Director 
expressed a wish not to have an interpreter 
on the stage or on the floor due to health 
and safety reasons, etc.  They eventually 
resolved to install three TV monitors near 
our seats giving a direct visual connection to 
the interpreters signing away in another 
studio.  
 

When we attended the show and found our 
seats, we were gobsmacked to know that 
we were sitting in the front row on the 
ground floor where the famous sportsmen 
and women were sitting:  meanwhile the 
hearing audience were sitting on the top 
level.   We felt like we were athletes 
representing the Deaflympics! ……..    
 

L. C. visits P. C. in Singapore 
 
On September 18th morning I woke up at 
7.00am feeling excited to meet my 
schoolmate from Burwood Park called P. C. 
who was in Singapore.  I looked out from my 
window: there were lush green trees and 
orange roof tiles: oh what a beautiful view.  
Then suddenly just before landing I saw out 
of my window a cargo ship with big red 
boxes.  We arrived at Singapore Changi 
Airport at 15.35pm: the total flight time was 
12 hours and 7 hours in front of British time.  
Oh what a wonderful flight. 

Jumbo 747 
Royal Dutch Jet 
(KLM) 

 
 
 
 

When I got out of the plane, I walked to 
passport control, where they give me a 
small sweet and said ‘Welcome to 
Singapore’: they were lovely people.  I 
walked to collect my baggage then I put my 
old Burwood Park school cap on my head to 
make my schoolmate recognise me so I 
meet P. C..  Then we went to a coffee shop 
of course chatting   
 
Old Burwoodians 
 
09 D. K., having got a degree in Science 
went on to found the Deaf Astronomy 
Association.  (See separate article in BiT24.  
Ed.) 
 
102 D. B. says,”  I am fine and have been " 
retired" for the last 18 months. I now have a 
part time job as a support worker  to a 
young Deaf man who has a mild Autism 
working in a kitchen at a Day Centre. Also I 
am the Chair of Hampshire Deaf 
Association which has an annual turnover of 
one million plus. 
  
 

168 P. M. “I have been employed as an 
electrician in shipbuilding, team 
leader/support staff for various organisations 
for Deaf people and hearing disabled 
people, project work i.e. NDCS befriending 
project and now this - Active Futures sports 
co-ordinator promoting long-term sports 
activities to young Deaf people 17-24 age 
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group and also aiming to get more Deaf 
people to become sports coach / instructor 
in their own particular sports.” 
 
326 J. P.  “I am an Assistant Producer at the 
BBC in the Vision department and work for 
the See Hear programme.   My role is to 
research and make films and find potential 
contributors to the programme.  And as we 
all know,   ( some ) Deaf people can be a bit 
slow at replying to emails (yes – just like 
myself!)   I have been a Presenter too and 
got to meet Deaf Elvis in America and dress 
up like him!  Also I got to “dance” with the 
Miami Dolphins Cheerleading squad (and I 
got paid for this!)  I got to interview Jonathon 
Ross and taught him a few signs! He 
wanted to know the sign for “bisexual”! Don’t 
ask me why!   Recent Holiday  Recent 
holiday?   Florida, Disneyworld… Just 
proving that I am still young at heart!   For 
work, I went to Prague, to film Miss Deaf 
World - a perfect job!” 
 
334 M. V.’s new job is support worker, 
starting last October at a residential home 
for deaf people with learning difficulties.  He 
says, “I support them with every- day living 
that we all took for granted.  It is an 
enjoyable job: some days are fine but some 
can be difficult!  I would imagine it was the 
same when you taught us at school!”.  He 
sends good news about his girlfriend who is 
now about 18 weeks pregnant! 
 
335 R. N. said, “ Well I am doing well as I 
have completed my BSc in Computing and 
Mathematics at Kingston University and 
MSc in Internet Computing at UCL. I am 
working at Uxbridge College … 
 
Staff News 
 
Miss P. is going on a World Cruise in the 
New Year, being collected from her house 
by car and taken to the ship in 
Southampton.  She will be gong through the 
Panama Canal and visiting the Galapagos 
Islands. 
 
Mrs S. and S. have completely given up 
smoking: it took just 5 hours at a special 
conversation group..  Also, they are going to 
New York for 4 nights soon.   
 
Mr F. cannot believe that eleven years have 
passed since he left BPS and 2 years 

already since the Grand Reunion.  He says, 
“We live in a comfortable and spacious 
house in a lovely area where the people are 
friendly and helpful, but have not yet fully 
got used to the French way of life.”   
 
Mr Sayer  In April Colin chopped the end of 
his thumb straight off with a machete 
(billhook), while chopping wood – unwise!  
The hospital was fine, and Sylvia cared for 
the thumb excellently.  It simply regrew the 
missing part.  
A week after the chopping G. E. gave Colin 
a lift to the Old Burwoodian Association mini 
reunion in Redhill (which he much enjoyed) 
and Colin was asked what he had done with 
his thumb.  He said, of course, “I was 
chopping a piece of wood like this 
(demonstration with right hand as machete) 
…… “  Ronald Gibbins came and put his 
arms around Colin, as the demonstration 
had been altogether too realistic:  when he 
hit his injured thumb with his right hand - it 
hurt far more than when he did it with the 
machete … 
 
36 Years of Cricket    Gerald Dixey 
 

I have really been a cricket player all my life 
after leaving school and joining West London 
Deaf Cricket Club (WLDCC) until now after 36 
years for my club.  When I was at school I was a 
good fielder and part time wicketkeeper, and 
rubbish batsman, then playing for my club every 
year I had lots of improvement with batting and 
scoring more runs: one day I got my highest 
score 159. 
 

Also I have always been very proud of 
organizing for my club to tour to Melbourne, 
Australia in 1980/1 then again for Melbourne 
coming here in 1989 and finally again touring to 
Melbourne to watch the first deaf world cup 
there 1995/6 and then my club played against 
their club.  After that we group of 36 people flew 
to north Australia, Cairns to meet a coach driver 
who had a 1965 old coach, and took us to the 
Great Barrier Reef , 3 beautiful islands, sailing a 
boat all day , then driving down to Brisbane and 
down to Sydney.   The group of my club really 
so enjoyed it all greatly and thanked me very 
much and I will never forget this. 
 
(Sadly Gerald died shortly after writing this. Ed.) 


