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Editorial 
It has been very pleasing to receive kind words about No 22; it 
takes much longer to produce an edition of the BiT, and much 
more work, than you expect when you start on each edition. 
 

We have four obituaries and much regret the passing of Keith 
Williams, Gerald Dixey, Paul Floyd and Richard Newnham.  
These are truly tragic events for the families and for all their 
friends.  
 

But let us all remember that an obituary is not just sadness at a 
death, but also a celebration of a life.  The Old Burwoodians who 
have died leave behind them with family, friends and those they 
have been associated with, great memories of achievement and 
appiness.  C.S h  

Bit@oldburwodianassociation.co.uk For contributions 
  

Remember the Webpage http://www.oldburwoodianassociation.co.uk 
 

OBA Site - Statistics Report: 
The OBA website is growing and getting more recognised with over 
33,955 hits, the photos making many people look at it. Oliver Westbury 
  

Overall Hits: 33955 
Homepage: 12900, Years Photo: 6415, BPS Pupils: 2688, Welcome page: 1705, 
(OBA About: 1292, Membership: 1215, Gallery: 1142, Grand Reunion: 860, Mini 
Reunion: 558, York Reunion: 76, Committee Staff: 302, Membership Form 216, 
Contact: 864), Norfolk House 172+613 
Building: 1028, The Archive (Sept 2006): 670  
 

 Countries Hits: U.K.  23786, U. S.  10561, Germany  948. Sweden   225, Israel 
  175, Netherlands  102, Belgium  79, Ireland  71, Canada   61, New Zealand  33, 
Slovakia  30, France   19, Spain   18, Australia  13, Poland   12, China   5, Colombia 
 5, Dominican Republic  5, Italy   4, Brazil   3, Hong Kong (SAR)  2, Slovenia  1 

BIT is supported by 
The Burwood Foundation
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Keith Williams          by    Richard Willson 
 

I met Keith for the first time in September 1956.  Keith, Alan Cook. Andrew Lethbridge, Christopher 
Saunders and I passed the 11 - plus examination and entered Burwood Park Boarding school for Deaf 
Boys in Surrey in 1956 as the 'new boys’.  During the first term, we, the five boys, found difficulties with 
communication between us because Keith was from Middlesbrough, Alan from Glasgow, Andrew from 
Plymouth, Christopher from North London and ! from South London and our deaf sign languages were 
completely different.  We learnt from the older boys and developed the Sign Language which was called 
'Burwood Park School Sign Language'.  
 

At that time, the five of us were 11 years old and realised with fear that our parents were no longer with 
us. We kept together and looked after each other, like brothers, to protect ourselves from the older boys.  

At school, Keith was good at speech, English, Technical D
Geography, Science, Physics, Metalwork and sport activities. 
Keith had a strong mind of his own and he, habitually, did what 
he wanted. Keith was an excellent long distance runner because 
he had a lovely rhythmic pace while running that went on and on
and on endlessly.  Keith was very good at teasing the boys to 
cheer them up.  He liked jokes.   At School, Keith was a prefect in
1961 and was head boy in 1962, his last year at school.  In 
I met Keith in Middlesbrough for a weekend and it was a great 
time.  I remembered his father ran a public house and was Mayor
of Middlesbrough.  Keith and I were in his father’s car, a black 
Rover with a big emblem standing on the front top of the car and 
every policeman saw his car and made way for him, like to jump 
the queue and be permitted to pass the red traffic light. 
 

rawing, 

 

 
1967, 

 

have five unforgettable amusing memories about Keith, during 

om during the bed time.  He got off his bed and opened 

and 

ow 

s 

 not having a girl friend.  It was because I was not interested 

e a 

gs later, Tuesday, I received a perfumed letter.  It was from 

g, 

 

ere 

bout 

I 
school time and many years after the school. 

 

• At school, Keith disliked the dark ro
the door slightly and put a slipper in between so that he could see a small light from the hail.  A few 
minutes later, the door closed again, and the room was completely dark.  He opened the door again 
placed another slipper in.  Next morning, in the assembly room, the boys were having the morning 
prayers.  After the prayers, the Principal, Mr. Wood, stated that he found a pair of slippers and it is n
in the lost property.  He asked the boys to come forward to claim the slippers at his office. The pair of 
slippers belonged to Alan Cook and he was fuming.  At school, Alan, who is Scottish, was well known a
looking after his money wisely.  He had to pay 3 pennies to claim his slippers and for the next few 
weeks, Keith had to hide his own slippers! 
 

• Keith was always teasing me for
or did not think about it.  At school, every boy went to the Church of England, every Sunday morning.  
Alan Cook, a few boys, and I went to a different church, Congregational (Church of Scotland). One 
Sunday, my eyes caught with one of church's female choir members and she smiled at me.  The 
following Sunday, we exchanged smiles a lot throughout the service. After the service, she gave m
piece of paper.  On the paper, it said, 'My name is Mary. What is yours?'  I did not have the chance to 
give my name.  

 

Two mornin
Mary.  I was very surprised because she knew my name and I had no 
idea how she got my name.   I kept it quiet to myself and did not tell 
anyone.  She asked me to meet her on the new field on Wednesday 
evening.  There were butterflies in my tummy.  On Wednesday evenin
after the supper, I rushed off to the new field.  Outside was dark and it 
was quite hard to see anyone in the field.  On the new field, I could see
a black figure behind a big tree and I knew it was Mary.  As I was 
approaching the tree, I called 'Hello Mary'. From behind the tree, th
was a bright powerful flash (camera) against my eyes and I could not 
see for a minute.  I then realised I had been framed by Keith and 
Christopher.  I laughed rowdily. I asked Keith how come he knew a
my secret with Mary and found Keith got the message from Alan Cook 
who saw me smile to Mary.  Keith found her name was 'Mary' from my 
bedroom cupboard when I was sleeping. 
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I left the school in 196I and Keith left in, 1962.  Keith lived in Middlesbrough and I lived in South London 

ur 
ck 

ght.  

t for being 60 years old.  

f my head that will always remind me of Keith.  At school, somehow, Keith 

 I 

and, apart from 1967, we were hardly to keep in touch with each other. We exchanged letters and Xmas 
cards and nothing more- Keith started his own family and so did I. In 1990, Valerie (my wife) and I 
arranged a warm party for our Silver Wedding at home. We suggested inviting those who were at o
wedding in 1965.  On that special day, I went to the railway station to pick up a couple.  On our way ba
to my home, I saw someone, his back was facing to me and I did not recognise him and was wondering 
who he was.  He turned round and I shouted 'Keith'.  We hugged and Keith was, in fact, a genuine 
gatecrasher.  On that day, it was my best ever present!  Keith and Mary stayed at our home for a ni
On the next day, we chatted and laughed non stopping about the old times.  Ever since 1990 we kept in 
touch solidly. l learnt Keith heard about the party from Alan Cook.  My big thanks to Alan and Alan was, 
in fact, relieved because he thought I might be angry for having a gatecrasher! 
 

In May 2004, Keith, Alan and I went to the Algarve for a week. It was for our trea
It was a wonderful time and we enjoyed every minute of it.  We drank, teased each other, played about 
like children and chatted about the old times, women, jokes, football, etc, etc.  It was very much like the 
'Last of the Summer Wine'. 
 

I have a scar lump on back o
and I were quarrelling. Keith pushed me and I fell backward. The back of my head hit the big cast-iron 
radiator and got a deep cut.  Keith felt so bad and was sorry.  At first, I was bitter but, over many years,
no longer felt bitter.  When I comb or wash my hair I can feel a small lump on the back of my head.  I am 
proud to have been one of his best friends.  I will always miss Keith dearly, especially his skilful witty, 
entertaining and humorous nature. 
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nbelievable Christopher      Richard Willson  Christopher Davies wrote me several long 

eople, 

. 

 

ter 

 
U
interesting handwritten letters. He gave a lot about his life in Poole, his home place in Dorset. He 
mentioned that he loves gardening, but his great love is 'uprooting trees'.  He has helped a lot of p
neighbours and friends, by doing gardening.  He showed me a photo of himself with an uprooted tree 
behind him. The size of the tree was unbelievable and I reckoned it about 75 centimetres (¾ of metre)
He often does this for nothing in his home place, many know him so well and are calling him ‘Jumbo', I 
have a feeling to know why 'Jumbo’ was called this, because he is a large man, 6 foot in height, square 
chin like any boxer and heavy bones.  He has had a deformed foot since birth.  Christopher and I went to
the same school, Ackmar Road School for Deaf Children at Fulham in London.  I remember so well, I 
think it was 1948 or 1949, Christopher was introduced as a new boy at Ackmar Rd School.  He was 
transferred from another place that was suitable for those who were 'learning difficulties' children.  Af
three years, they found there was nothing wrong with Christopher. At Ackmar Rd School, he was very 
quiet and did not talk much and could not sign in deaf language well.  In 1954, Michael Long, Colyn 
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Walden, Christopher and I, plus three girls were taking the 1I plus examination for a place at Mary Ha
Grammar School or Burwood Park School.  Michael, Colyn and Christopher passed for Burwood Park 
School.  I failed but I was more than one year younger than them which meant I had another chance 
next year (1955). 

re 

 
 my reply to his letter, I was thinking of proper drainage for my 

t slope 

ing 

In
garden and was going to do this.  My garden is quite large, 
approximately 50 feet wide by 175 feet in length, with a sligh
downward toward the open countryside and facing South West 
which means full sun from East to West all day.  Every year, dur
the winter, in the middle of the garden has a very soggy area that 
makes our two dogs get muddy easily and was unpleasant to walk 
on.  That is why the drainage is an essential.  After my reply to 
Christopher, I got his letter almost immediately.  He was very 
excited and willing to help me for nothing!!  I know he likes 
gardening but not for anything !  I wrote back and said I will 
it for nothing and offered for 
him to stay with us for a week
Monday to Friday.  He 
preferred four nights wh
fine.  I found it was rather 

home.  He has a friend who works in a Travel Agent: Chris helpe
him in the garden before.  His friend does not mind faxing for him.  
On Sunday, Colyn Walden and I went to Woking BR Station to pick 
him up.  As the train arrived, Christopher was carrying three bags, a 
large black bag and a trolley. I said to him, I hope you have not 
brought any garden tools!  He laughed and he had not, He was 
surprised to see Colyn because he was not expecting to see him
We drove back home via Dartford on M25. 
 

not take 

, 

ich was 

not use email, fax or sms at 
d 

.  

n the next morning, Christopher woke up quite early and was 
 

 gar
ll 

 

he is absolutely right.  Once, my weight was 15½ stone and could' not bend down and touch my toes!  

 
is 

 
y 

  'Pay as 

n 

o and we 
 

unusual because Christopher does 

O
ready to start the gardening!!  I stopped and pleaded with him to
take it easy and relax.  We started the digging at the bottom of the
deep all the way up to ¼  of the garden.  Christopher does not stop for a break much.  He was like a bu
that goes on and on and is very strong.  Christopher is two and half years older than me and I cannot 
match him!!  Valerie, my wife, said to me that is because I sit too much and too long with the computer
and do not exercise enough, 
 

den, one foot wide and two feet 

 S
Every morning, I took my two dogs, Moby & Dick, for a walk 
for about one to two miles. Today, my weight is now 14 
stone and it was not easy to lose the weight. (I am telling
you!!)   My doctor advised me to lose 1½ stone more !  Th
year, I am going to use less driving and go by walking and 
bus or train. That is what Christopher has always done 
because he does not have a car.  As well! Christopher's
strength was unbelievable because he carried such heav
things and does not get tired easily.  On the third night, 
Valerie and I had a discussion about a present for 
Christopher and our idea was a mobile phone with a
you go' contract.  We thought it would be a very good idea 
because it would give more close contact with many Old 
Burwoodians and be in touch easily.  I had a talk with Coly
about this and he was not sure because Christopher might 
not like it.  Before this, I talked and checked, with 
ne - He completely loathed the idea of having one 

understood fully.  Instead of this, we gave him Tesco vouchers because he said he uses Tesco at home
a lot. 

Christopher to see if he would like to have 
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On the day for Christopher to return to Poole, I arranged with Colin Sayer and Colin arranged with Ms. 
o 

is 

’ warmly thanks Richard and Valerie for his 

Lynda Oliver, Manager of Holiday Inn Hotel in Woking to have 'a mini mini reunion’.  I took Christopher t
Woking and met Colin and Lynda.  We stayed there for about two hours and had lunch. Christopher went 
off just before 2.30pm, and Colin and I continued until 4pm.  It was very pleasant to know Christopher 
well and I found him as a real gentleman, kind and thoughtful.  Valerie and I hope to have him again th
year, and with something else to do in the garden.               Richard Willson 
                                                                                               
………………….…………….  and Christopher says, “ ‘Jumbo
four night stay and the meals whilst helping with the drainage job in their enormous garden, with plenty 
of clay and sticky mud.  He was extremely happy to be there from 25th to the 29th November 2007.” 
 
Memories       Christopher Davies 

 summer 1957 when I was in Form 2, Form 1 and 2 used to play hide and seek outside the Workshop 

er.  

ometimes, whether it was cold or warm weather, we got up out of our beds to go outside the school for 

he aim, normally achieved, I believe

 
In
and Hobbies Room.  It was Allan Sharp’s turn to seek us.  I went under a big pile of cut up grass by the 
hedge and the tennis court.  Oh !  Silly me !  I sneezed and Allan spotted me so easily in a humorous 
way, as I was covered in cut up grass…..  Soon Mr Wood and Mr Dalziel banned hide and seek for ev
 
S
fire rehearsals, with the fire emergency alarm ringing.  Each time some of us felt sleepy next morning ! 
 
(T , was to get everybody outside in 2 minutes   Once, however, a 

 
  

Ronald J. Gibbins and Spencer Tracy 
In Mid 1950, this photo was ta he film actor, did visit with 

In 1943, John Tracy Clinic was founded by 
actor 

 

 

 

tional 

 

; 
only weekly classes for parents were offered, taught by

ohn Tracy Clinic (JTC) has facilities in Los Angeles and Long Beach, California.  The Clinic is a 
ool 

. 

 still runs.                      Ron Gibbins 
 

My new job for Stena Drilling Ltd.

boy was missing from the line-up.  He was discovered, alone in the building, dressing for breakfast !.   
Ed.) 

ken at RNID in Kings Cross. Spencer Tracy, t
some deaf children attending.  

Louise Treadwell Tracy, wife of the famous 
Spencer Tracy, whose infant son, John, was born
with profound hearing loss.  From the moment 
she learned of her son’s diagnosis, Mrs. Tracy 
devoted her time and energy to studying how he
could be taught to communicate through speech 
and language.  After achieving great success with
John, who went on to become an artist at Disney 
Studios, Mrs. Tracy was asked by a group of 
other mothers of deaf children to found an 
institution that would educate and offer emo
support to families such as theirs. The University 
of Southern California (USC) allowed the group to
use a cottage on campus for its meetings.  
Initially, no children were part of the program
 a teacher of the deaf.  

 
J
pioneering organization in parent-centred, speech and language education for babies and presch
children with hearing losses. In 2003, John Tracy Clinic celebrates its 60th year of free family services
 
It

 

Last December 2006, I left my old job at Enterprise Engineering Ltd and I had worked there for 19 ½ 
ch 

the AutoCAD and help with the busy work for the boss. So I decided to go for that job.  

 

years as Cad Operator.  I had enough of that job because it had become boring and there was not mu
work for me.  Then my father told me that Stena Drilling Ltd was looking for someone who could draw 
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Last year, I should have started the job on 8th January but I had to delay for nearly 2 weeks.  What 

appened was that I got sciatica (nerve trapped on the bottom of my spine) which was very painful and I 
ying 

Stena Drilling Ltd has 5 oil rigs and there are 3 other 
new DrillMAX drillships.  The Stena DrillMAX 

ea. 
itioned 

ld 

8 

I am 
esign Draughtsman for the new DrillMAX fleet and 

e l 
countries for work purposes - Sweden, Norway, Cz

 of National Oilwell Varco in Norway know. 
hen they had arranged the date for the Factory Acceptance Test. They sent e-mail information to my 

onsible for checking the equipment. I just do my job to check if the 
quipment is running well, the machine and the technical computer etc, check the dimensions from the 

ing 

rea. 

ommunicate with me with talking or writing. Before I go anywhere in Europe, my boss will have already 

 I visited for my first time on the DrillMAX 
hip which had nearly been finished building up.  I was doing some drawings and measurements and 

r, 

the Naming Ceremony for our first new DrillMAX ship in South Korea.  Dan 
ten Olsson (from Sweden) and his sister came there to make a speech, etc.  He and his sister run their 

h
shouldn’t walk for 7 days.  And I used a crutch to help me to improve my walking.  I felt bad for dela
my new job but luckily my new boss knew that it was very painful because he had had one the same as 
mine. 
 

drillships are being built by Samsung Heavy 
Industries at their Geoje shipyard in South Kor
The Stena DrillMAX fleet are dynamically pos
drillships designed and certified for year-round, wor
wide operation in ultra deep waters. The three new 
ships cost $2.8 billion dollars to build.  And Stena has 
been thinking about maybe making another No.4 
drillships.  The first Drillship was ready last 
December.  The 2nd ship is to be ready in June 200
and the 3rd ship the next year June 2009. 
 
I have enjoyed my new job very much and 
D
helped my boss Pete Hayward with work in the 
tc for the oil rigs and Drillships.  I have visited severa
ech Rep, Denmark, Poland, Holland and South 

Korea.  I have been going to travel for F.A.T. (Factory Acceptance Test) which means I have checked to 
approve the equipment after they had fabricated each item.   
 
When the fabrication was complete, they had let the company

Project Department.   And I am doing to drawings 

T
company Stena, S.G.S. Group (Societe Generale De Surveillance) (Senior Inspection), Samsung Heavy 
Industries Co Ltd (Manager – Quality Assurance Team), Det Norske Veritas (Inspector / Senior 
Surveyor) and National Oilwell Varco (Service Engineer / Senior Test Engineer). All those people came 
from Europe and South Korea.  
 
All of those people and I are resp
e
drawings to see if the equipment is the correct dimensions, looking round it to see any materials miss
like tags, screws, paint needing touching up and uncorrected welding etc. Other people are responsible 
for checking everything too and granting passing certification and Testing Classification. We all were 
talking with each together about this equipment in the meeting room after the Factory Acceptance Test 
finished. Then the service engineer had one report from us to comment about anything missing or 
problems etc. They would sort them out before the equipment delivery to South Korea to fix on the 
drillships.  All the equipment has been made / fabricated round the world then delivered to South Ko
 
All those people are from different countries but they manage to speak English and tried their best to 
c
explained to them about me and how to communicate, etc.  
 
Last November, I visited South Korea for work purposes and
s
some photos etc. I have enjoyed myself staying there for 10 days with my boss and nights out for dinne
drinks and playing golf, etc. 
 
On 9th November, there was 
S
own business of Stena in the world, like – Ferry lines, Offshore Drilling, Shipping, Property, Finance, 
Adactum and Recycling, Environmental Services & Trading.  I enjoyed watching all this then we all went 
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to the meals and drinks – like a celebration. The first drillship has sailed to near Rio de Janeiro, Brazil for 
starting drilling next month.  

I have been on courses – Va
 

ntage Plant Design Management System (Aveva) at Cambridge for four 
eeks (four one – week courses over two months).   Stena asked me to go there for courses because 

d I have enjoyed it very much. I look forward to the next 
rillship to be ready in June 2008.                 Leslie Banks   (BN222) 

 

his is about Mark’s charity walk in May 2006. 

 
 

 

during the 
t 

me 

 the 

 

Monday 15th May - Mutianyu area - 10km. A 

 
way from the bottom to the top of the hill. 

n. 

ed 

h 

 

market sellers came around you and tried to 

s branches and leaves were growing into the 
ay 

 
 

w
Stena needs this for their future new works. 
 
I am pleased with my job over a year now an
d
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
 
The Great Wall of China     Mark Flower       coach took us to there and then we walked all the
T
 
Saturday 13th May. Departed from Heathrow at
.00pm and I saw a few members of my group as4

we have met on the introduction day on one 
Saturday before in March. The flight was about 9½
hours plus 7 hours ahead of GMT.  
 
Sunday 14th May. Landed at Beijing airport at 
about 11.00am with very little sleep 
flight.  About a 2 hours coach trip to the hotel jus
outside Beijing.  A hearing lady who sat next to 

road.  We arrived at the  hotel - shared room with 
two other men as there were three beds in each 
room. We visited the Red Conch temple.  In the 
evening - three people in our group got a birthday
on the same day! Spooky !! 
 

 
It was our first sight of the wall as it is clearly see
It was a very hot sunny day with about 30C. 
Walked up a very steep hill which was rather hard 
work for breathing control and kept sipping on 

ater. When I arrived at the Wall, I felt so relievw
that I had finally landed on one of my ambitions, to 
walk on the Wall! I was so amazed that you 
actually see the Wall for miles and miles away! 
There is an option to walk up a steep hill to reac
the watch tower on the top of the hill on one side. I 
took it and it was so hard to walk up about 300 
steps! 
 
The view from there was amazing and you can see
the one line going all the way. In the afternoon, we 
had a toboggan ride down the hill which was fun!! 
At the bottom of the hill, there was a market where 
all the 
sell souvenirs. In the evening, we arrived at a 
different hotel. We played ten-pin bowling that 
night. 
 
Tuesday 16th May - Black Dragon Paw Park - 
18km. This day we walked the tracks through the 
forest, river, gorges and countryside. It was 
interesting as it was different from walking on the 
Wall a
path of the track so that you have to put them aw
with your arms or hands.  I have so many 
scratches on my arms. There was one game
display - there is a mini-crossbow and a pond with
some goldfishes...you can guess that a Chinese 
man tried to get us to play that game. Of course, 

on the coach trip was trying to get some sleep but 
she could not due to continuing horn sounds on
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we all declined it! In the afternoon, there w
watch towers on the top of a hill - I would say 
500 metres high. There is an option if you wish to 
walk up there or not. I decided quickly that I was 
going for it! They advised me to wear a pair of lon
trousers and something to cover the arms. That 
was such dense forest that you have to push the 
branches and bushes to one side to walk through. 
Also the hill was so steep so that I had so many 
stops for a little break for water or breathing.  When 
I reached the watch tower, I felt so relieved and s
exhausted with heat. 
 
The view from there was awesome and you could
see for miles and miles with hills. Walked all the 
way down on a dry-muddy road and the coach took 
us to another hotel. In

ere two 
about 

g 

o 

 

 the evening, we arrived at a 
traditional 

m 

 
h of 

e 

 

he 
us 

 
following day! 
 
Wednesday 17th May - Gubeikou
Woke up and had breakfast. We h

 amazement in the front entrance of 
e hotel, there was a crowd of Chinese people - 

ll 
ur 

 

 

e Wall as 

alk 

e 
on 

e 

 of 
e 

 and then walked across the hills on 
he views are so amazing and you could 
l for miles and miles with so many 
rs but it has dawned on me that I 

 

 it 

t in 
n the morning and it took us to a 

ifferent place to start from. At the end of walking, 

g. I 
was a bit disappointed as I would 

ve to carry on walking as it was such a lovely 
ps 

f 

 the 
t 

er 
 

 

Chinese hotel in 
which each roo
has three beds 
but each bed has
about 1 inc
mattress!! Alright 
for us as every 
night, we all wer
so tired so that 
we would not be
having sleepless 
nights! We all 
were having 
some drinks and 
chats through t
night but all of 
went to bed 
early the 

 Area - 12km. 
ad to take as 

many water bottles as we could as it would be a 
long trip. To my
th
called "Wall Catchers" - these people would walk 
beside you and if you need their service, they wi
carry your rucksack, help you on the way, hold yo
hand if you have problems walking over a narrow 
path or step, fanning you if you want to and will 
answer your questions about China and the Wall!!
But in return, you have to pay for their services!! If 
you don't want one, just walk away and keep 
hoping that they will give up on you!! I really didn't 
wish their services as I wanted to do this for my 
challenge! I walked off quickly but to my horror two 
of them were following me!! I could not outpace our
group leader!! So that I had to ignore them. 
Eventually, later on, they gave up on me!  
 

At the start, 
we had to 
walk along 
th
the Wall is 
very old and 
very 
dilapidated 
so that it was 
too narrow 
for us to w
on top of it. 
Later on, w
walked 
top of the 
Wall but w
had to 
beware
loose stone
top of the hills
the walls. T
see the wal
watch towe
realised that I had to walk all that way!! But lovely 
scenery all the way. In the evening, my deaf friend
and I taught others their sign names based on their 
characters or from walking days. They all liked
and were very keen to learn some simple sign 
language! 
 
Thursday 18th May - Jinshanling Area - 12km. 
Pretty much the same as Wednesday but we go
the coach i
d
we were going for a zip-wire slide down a hill 
across a lake! 
 
 Friday 19th May - Simatai Area - 8km. We all 
realised that it would be our last day for walkin
must say that I 

s or bricks!! Walked all the way to th

before midnight in order to get up

lo
time out there. We had to walk up about 900 ste
to reach the top of the hills and get group photos 
on one of the watchtowers. Some of us even 
wanted to walk further but there was a closed of
area so that we could not carry on walking. In the 
afternoon, we got back to Beijing by coach and 
stayed in such a good hotel for two nights. On
way back, we have seen so many re-developmen
areas as they are getting ready for the Olympic 
Games in 2008. We could spend time around 
Beijing if we wished to do so. In the early evening, 
we were all having foot / leg massage in Chinese 
traditional ways! Very nice and much needed aft
5 days of walking. Felt so much better after the
massage! In the night, we went to a bar near to the
hotel as there is a karaoke stage so that some of 
us had a go there!  Not me, though!  
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Saturday 20th May - Beijing. We visited a deaf 
school in Beijing. They gave us some plays and 
songs using sign language - very good as they all 

ere under 14 years old. One of the plays was 

d 

nt 

 

ks. 
 

ome breakfast before we caught our coach to the 

at 

 

as such a brilliant one as people 
 the group are all getting on with each other very 

 
t!! I 

 

………………………………………………………………….. 
emories   My first day   Ronald Gibbins

w
done by about 4-5 years old kids and it was an 
impressive display considering their ages! We ha
a tour around  the school to see what the children 
were doing in each classroom. After that, we we
to the Forbidden City and then to the Summer 
Palace. In the evening, we were having a farewell 
dinner and there was some talking and many of us
took loads of pictures!! After that, we went to the 
same bar as the previous night for farewell drin
Many of us drank so much!! Some of us got drunk!!
Even though we had to get up 7.00am!!  
 
Sunday 21st May.  Woke up rather early and got 

s
airport.  When we arrived at the check-in, we 
learned that we had a four hours delay because 
our plane from UK had an emergency landing 
Moscow as one of the passengers required 
hospital attention! Eventually, we caught our flight
later back to UK! 
 
Overall, the trip w
in
well. The scenery of the Wall is so amazing and 
unbelievable! It did take my breath away!! The 
weather made it even better as we had sun every
day within a region of 30 to 35C but a bit too ho
cannot describe how beautiful it is. I took about 225
pictures !  

 
…………………………………………………
M  

 

him straight away and went to greet him in front of the four 
 

 stopped 

nd leg at White Hart Lane one Wednesday evening. (First 
 3-4.   

 

On September 12th 1961, in the afternoon, my parents took me to Burwood Park School by car, a blue
Ford Popular, to start school in Form 1.  
 

As we arrived at school, my father got out of the car and meanwhile George Watson came out of the 
front of the school; my father recognised 
pillars. Both were chatting for about 20 minutes.  My mother and I were waiting outside by the car and
we had no idea what they were talking about. (We were all supposed to meet Mr Wood) 
Then after 20 minutes my father came to my car and explained to us that he knew him well in their 
football days.  My father was a footballer playing for an amateur side, Romford FC, but he
playing due to knee injury at the age of 20.  
 
 

In 1962 my father & George Watson went to watch the European Football Cup Semi Final between 
Tottenham Hotspur and Benfica for the seco
leg result Benfica 3 Tottenham Hotspur 1).  Tottenham Hotspur went out of the Cup on aggregate of
 

George Watson came to see me about the football at White Hart Lane 
 

R.Taylor’s father knew him as well in their cricket days. 
 
 

Memories    A Header ! 
 

 I think it was in 1962, in a football practising game one afternoon during the week, Stephen Austin, Form 
uld play football but never headed the ball during the football games either in 

all coming down, his head still, 
 

Raymond Lee, with his BDHS hat o aining all 
the official year and team photog  co-operating, providing a 

ichael Chawner did well introducing excerpts from the school film which were shown on ITV “The Way 
We Were” in August. Our film compared well with the professional ones also featured on the programme, 
I thought.  We have a DVD and hope to receive one with subtitles which we shall make available.   C.S. 

 

1, was so small that he co
matches or practice games (At the time a ball was hard leather with  laces and the ball itself was bigger 
than Stephen’s head) because he feared he might shrink!!!  
 

On that day we played football on the new field, just practising, and a ball was kicked up in the air quite 
high and Stephen went for it and suddenly he stopped in the line of the b
with his eyes closed, waiting for the ball coming towards his head and then the ball rocketed to his head.
Stephen walked away like a drunken man wobbling. Mr George Watson laughed and I think he did give 
him a good mark for heading!!! Stephen’s height had not shrunk!!!!     R.Gibbins 

 
A new Burwood Photograph Book 

 

n, is now engaged in producing a Burwood Photo book cont
raphs, 1956 to 1996.  Geoffrey Eagling is

wealth of names and dates from his extensive research.  This is a large undertaking which we hope will 
be ready for 2010.  It will be yet another British Deaf History Society publication.    C.S. 
 

A Day in the Life of the School 
M
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Gerald Dixey’s Funeral Service 

 

         
             D. Morris and Gerald Dixey                         Gerald Dixey inside Concorde, photo taken by British Airways Manager                          
                                                                                                         about four weeks before Gerald died 
 

Gerald Dixey died on April 15th 2008 aged 55. The service was held at South West Middlesex 
Crematorium, Feltham with over 100 people, including 11 old pupils of BPS, attending. He leaves two 

od Park 

e and 10 Downing Street. He then 
ys in the Engineering Department for 19 years until his death. 

d 

f 

is note to express my thoughts about you from the past 42 
1966. 

ecause we come from one year 
left school we have kept in touch. 

emorable times. Also during my 
relation n in 

, I always felt that you did more for me than I did for you. 
You ha

edding. 
 

u 

beautiful daughters, aged 17 and 19. and two sisters and his mother. 
 

The vicar gave a tribute to Gerald’s life: - 
Gerald was born in July 1952 and attended Ackmar School for the Deaf before entering Burwo
School at the age of 12. After leaving school he did odd jobs before  working for Carrolls as a Carpet 
delivery driver for 11 years. He delivered carpets to Buckingham Palac
found another job working for British Airwa
He loved both jobs and always completed. During his stay at British Airways he played cricket for BA an
played in Australia, New Zealand and Dubai. He travelled 23 countries both for pleasure and playing 
cricket. He did fly Concorde once and there was a photo of him in the Concorde Cockpit which was laid 
on the coffin. His main love was cricket which he played for Acton Deaf Club, and he always helped with 
the cricket club. His other favourite hobbies were photography, collecting stamps as well as having a 
keen interest in antiques. A few weeks before his death he attended and enjoyed a party at Luton Dea
Club celebrating his friend’s 50th Birthday. 
 

Then David Morris also gave a tribute about him: - 
 

“Gerald my dearest mate, 
 

Now I find the time to sit and write th
years since we first met at Burwood Park School in 

 together much during the school times bI know we were not
different form but since we 

Occasionally, I slept on the floor in your bedroom at your parent’s flat in Hammersmith and 
sometimes you stayed at my parent’s house. 

Our friendship became stronger from 1971 when I joined the same cricket club as yours. We 
travelled together and shared the most enjoyable and lovely m

ship I have had some problems, you have been a great support for me through thick and thi
my life. Though we supported each other in life

ve always been there when I need support, you never let me down and really I think you have 
been and still are a wonderful person. I was very proud and honoured to be best man at your w

During our splendid time with West London Deaf Cricket Club I noticed you have been great with
this club for so long, did a lot of events within the cricket club such as fetes, sponsoring and fundraising. 

You organised the tour to Australia, and I did the same myself, I understand how much work yo
had to put into that and we were all very proud of you for that. 

You have every reason to be proud of what you’ve achieved in your life. You have raised two 
beautiful daughters – Tanya and Charlotte and they are a credit to you. 

I just wanted to take the time to tell you how much I value your friendship and to thank you for 
being there for me when I needed a friend. 
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Best W

rport for tea and coffee where 
Nurses.  

lock 
bot, M Freund, H.Marvin, J.Woolcock and P.Brown. We had 

ing his illness, helping 

about it. Geoffrey Eagling, British Deaf History 

d did not 

y 

Ron Gibbins and David Morris 

de a donation to either 
harity – Macmillan Nurses and Marie Curie Cancer.  

 
onation of £461 goes to Macmillan Nurses and 

6 Years of Cricket    Gerald Dixey 

d 
ining West London Deaf Cricket Club (WLDCC) until now after 36 years for my club.  When I was at 

wicketkeeper, and rubbish batsman, then playing for my club 
very year I had lots of improvement with batting and scoring more runs: one day I got my highest score 

e flew to the north of Australia, Cairns to meet a coach driver who had a 1965 old coach, and they 

er 
ogether for many years at the West London Deaf Cricket Club.” 

…………... 

380 
……………………………………………………… 
….

s. There are plenty of facts about A380 

 

iver 13 Superjumbos - five to Singapore Airlines, 

ishes    With love now and always    May God rest you in Peace” 
 

Another tribute was from a friend from British Airways talking about the work he had done there for 
nearly 18 years and the love of his cricket. 
 

After the service all went to British Airways Social Club near Heathrow Ai
s which will go to Marie Curie Fund or Macmillan mourners paid donation

 

Old Pupils attending the service were D.Morris, R.Gibbins, I.Cooke, R. Armstrong, S.Holliday, D.Bul
from Southampton, V.Jenkins from Port Tal
a good chat about Gerald Dixey and his school days. 
 

Colin Sayer and OBA would like to thank Gerald for the small job he undertook dur
with the names of the photographs of school years, football photos and cricket photos.  
 

Gerald, a cricket enthusiast, was keen to collect information about the history of Deaf Cricket notably in 
the London area and his intention was to write a book 
Society, and Gerald Dixey met half way between their homes one evening two years ago and Geoffrey 
gave him loads of useful tips and information to enable him to start the ball rolling. Geral
complete his work which is much regretted. However Geoffrey Eagling is wondering if someone like 
David Morris, a cricket enthusiast too, would be willing to continue Gerald's research work and on 
completion of the book, this will be dedicated to his work. Otherwise it is a shame that Gerald's work ma
be or will be forgotten. 
 

The service was beautiful. 
 

Gerald, you will be fondly remembered in our hearts, may you rest in peace. 
 

 
On behalf of Gerald Dixey’s family, they would like to thank everyone who ma
C

D
Donation of £405 goes to Marie Curie Cancer.                                                  Once again thank you 
 
3
 
I find it interesting to do this***  as I have really been a cricket player all my life after leaving school an
jo
school I was a good fielder and part time 
e
159. 
 
Also I have always been very proud of organizing for my club to tour to Melbourne, Australia in 1980/1 
then again for Melbourne coming here in 1989 and finally again touring to Melbourne to watch the first 
deaf world cup there 1995/6 and then my club played against their club.  After that we group of 36 

eoplp
took us to the Great Barrier Reef , 3 beautiful islands, sailing a boat all day , then driving down to 
Brisbane and down to Sydney.   The group of my club really so enjoyed it all greatly and thanked me 
very much and I will never forget this. 
 

***  Helping with the BPS Cricket photos. 
 
David Morris says,  “At the start he used to be a batsman and a wicketkeeper but was a capable bowl
too.  We used to be opening batsmen t
……………………………………………………………

A
You know of my involvement with A380 Landing 
Gear Design Installation for 6 years between 2002-

Service to Singapore Airlines was on 25th October 
2007, the only delivery in 2007 between Singapore

2008 and William Hetherington on Spar Wings for a 
few year
which I would like to share with you as follows.  
The first A380 flight was on 27th April 2005 at 
10.29am in Toulouse, France but the first Entry In 

four to Emirates and four to Qantas. The total is 
179 orders till 2012.  
 
 

and Sydney. Then in 2008, the group plans to 
del
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It was a total of ten years to establish the design 
work and build the largest passenger plane in the 
world, A380. We have test rig sites in Toulouse 
(France) for Nose Fuselage, Filton (UK) for Win
and Systems, Hamburg (Germany)for centre / aft 
fuselage and electrical and Getafe (Spain) for 
elevator tail and they 

g 

rely on simulation using 

 

e 

 

, 

The wide-bodied aircraft is huge.  Weighing 361 
tonnes, it is spacious enough to hold 10 squash 
courts, and 70 cars could park on each gulled wing.  
 

As Europe's biggest industrial project, the 
construction of the Airbus A380 suffered two years 
of delays. 

3D/4D modelling for the design work, analysis and 
modification for the production series. 
 

FACTS 
The wing span length is almost like a football pitch
 

A flight carried 455 passengers from around the 
world on 25th October. Most of the seats on th

flight were auctioned on eBay, raising $1.26 million 
for charity. The funds raised by the auction will be
split between Singapore and Sydney charities in 
three parts: Singapore's Community Chest
Children's Hospital in Sydney and to Médécins 
sans Frontiers (Doctors without Borders). 
 

 

The Airbus management was toppled and the 
aircraft-maker was pushed into loss after serious 
problems with the A380's 500 kilometres of wiring.  

 

 

 

 

 
e 

r 

But it was worth the wait - inside, the first and 
business classes are sumptuous to say the least.  
Seat 1A - a first class pod that was bought by a 
British businessman for £50,000 for the maiden 
voyage -resembles a Pullman Carriage of the old 
days.  
The pod has its own double bed and 23" television 
screen. The seat alone is three feet wide. There 
are a couple more for visitors.  
Singapore says the new Airbus is the most 
luxurious aircraft in the skies and it also boasts 
impressive green credentials. 

 

With its new-generation engines and improved
wing design, the A380 generates half the nois
level at take-off and carries 33% more 
passengers than the Boeing 747- its closest 
competitor.  
 
The A380 is the first long-haul aircraft to 
consume less than three litres of fuel per 
passenger over 100 kilometres - a fuel burn 
comparable with the latest small turbo diesel 
cars. 
 

Fly-by Numbers: 
:: 1,200 - the number of people who could shelte
under an A380 wing 

:: 850 - the number of passengers that can be 
carried on the A380 
:: 110 - the number of movies available to view in 
flight 
:: 13 - the number of A380s scheduled for 
completion in 2008 
:: 7,100 - the range in nautical miles of the A380 
:: 2 - the number of double beds in first class 
:: 4 - the number of Rolls-Royce Trent 300 engines 
:: 620,000 - the number of pounds raised on the 
eBay charity auction 
:: 11 - the number of airlines signed up for A380 
orders 
:: 5 - the number of years to design the A380 cabin 
interiors 
:: 12 - the number of first class "pods" 
:: 500 - the length in kilometres of electrical wiring 
on the aircraft 
 

The development of alternative fuels for aircraft 
came one step closer this century, with the launch 
of a project to investigate the potential of Gas to 
Liquid kerosene (GTL), a synthetic fuel made from 
natural gas. Given the long life of today's aircraft, 
and the vast infrastructure that exists to support 
them, industry consensus is that any short to 
medium-term alternative fuel must have similar 
properties to kerosene, so it can be used without 
the need for costly modifications. GTL meets this 
requirement, and, if approved by the authorities, 
could be used on the current generation of aircraft.  
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Airbus engineers will collaborate with Rolls Royce, 
Qatar Airways, Qatar Petroleum and Shell on 
research into the operational and environmental 
benefits of the use of GTL fuel for aviation. The 
cleaner combustion characteristics of the new fuel 
will reduce exhaust emissions leading to an 
improvement in local air quality around airports. A 
possible reduction in CO2 emissions could deliver 
further environmental benefits. This research is 
also the first step on the road towards biofuels, 
widely regarded to be the best option for a longer-
term alternative aviation fuel.  
 

Qatar Airways, who currently have 88 Airbus 
aircraft on order, want to be the first airline to use 
GTL, to enable them to take advantage of the large 
reserves of natural gas in the state of Qatar.  This 
research project is one of several steps that Airbus 
is taking towards becoming an eco-efficient 
enterprise - contributing to global growth and 
adding value with less and less impact on the 
environment.  
 

This first A380 commercial service to Europe 
follows the delivery of the third A380 to Singapore 
Airlines on 11 March 2008. Fitted with luxurious 
suites, award-winning four-abreast business class 
and a new, more spacious economy class, the 
A380 allows the airline's customers to travel to 
London's Heathrow Airport and depart for Sydney 
via Singapore in unprecedented comfort and 
space.   Singapore Airlines is the first to fly the 
A380 and has firm orders for a further 16 aircraft 
and options on six more.  
 

My thoughts go for Gerald Dixey as British Airways 
Avid. We both grabbed a moment to talk about 
A380 at a friend's party before he was gone.  He 
was disappointed not seeing the first A380  

commercial service on 11th March 2008 as he 
arrived late due to car traffic whilst the A380 arrived 
9 mins earlier than the estimated time. 
 

Heathrow is already Europe's busiest airport and is 
expected to be the biggest A380 hub with an  
estimated 90 of the double-decker aircraft 
operating regularly there by 2020.Now I have 
moved to a new project A350 XWB to develop the 
design on Landing Gear Equipment Systems.   
Something different and a new challenge after 
A380's successful long project. The A350 XWB 
(Xtra Wide-Body) Family is Airbus' response to 
widespread market demand for a series of highly 
efficient medium-capacity long-range wide-body 
aircraft and replaces the old A300/A310. The A350 
has the widest fuselage in its category using 
composite fabric, offering unprecedented levels of 
comfort, the lowest operating costs and lowest seat 
mile cost of any aircraft in this market segment. 
Powered by two new generation Rolls Royce Trent 
XWB engines delivering each up to 92,000 lbs of 
thrust, the A350 XWB Family is designed to 
confront the challenges of high fuel prices, rising 
passenger expectations, and environmental 
concerns. The A350 will have the highest 
percentage of titanium used in any Airbus landing 
gear, and as it is corrosion resistant, it will also help 
reduce service costs. The previous material was 
produced by Aluminium Alloy and Steel Forging. 
  

Airbus’ target is to see A350's first flight in 2012 
and the Entry In Service for the passengers by 
2014. Where will we be at that time???  
Any further query about A380 or A350, don’t 
hesitate to contact me via 
 richard.weinbaum@airbus.com   Have a great 
summer and Airbus can take you around the world 
anytime even faster than Boeing! A trip to the Moon 
next?            Richard Weinbaum 

…………………………………………………….. 
Old Burwoodians 
 

009 David Kettle writes,” It certainly was an 
interesting Burwood Boar Magazine this time. It  
goes to show society cannot shove us out of the 
way and let people think that closing down our 
school was the end for us. If anything it proves the 
Deaf Community strives because of it. 
 

Furthermore, I had finished my B Science degree 
on Natural Sciences (1997) and far from doing 
nothing. I am still active in my retirement and to 
show evidence of it see the website I and my 
members have produced               
www.deafastronomers.co.uk” 
 
27 Christopher Davies much enjoyed a holiday in 
sunny Madeira in March with excellent food, hotel, 
weather, mountain walking and wildlife.  And in 
August he flew from Hurn airport to the Isle of Man 
for a day’s holiday ! 

6………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

63 Peter Head writes, “Gloria and I are well and 
our only child, daughter Pamela who is 17 is still 
attending her 6th form class before hopefully goes 
to the university next year to do English for her 
future in becoming a teacher or a journalist while I 
am now retired from the Civil Service after 
spending 41 years there.  I unexpectedly received 
an award, Imperial Service Medal. from them not 
only for my long service, but for support in  
community needs that included refereeing football 
matches which passed the1,000 mark and teaching 
in Signing Language during weekends from my 
own spare time. 
 

At present, I currently work as a part time Signing 
language tutor at Orpington College.  I feel great 
because of fewer hours, and do not have to travel 
to Central London daily any longer!   In my own 

mailto:richard.weinbaum@airbus.com
mailto:richard.weinbaum@airbus.com
http://www.deafastronomers.co.uk/
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free time, I usually enjoy visits to any historic 
places or exhibitions to take a look at.    
 

As I am now in my sixties, we are still considering 
about moving, to get a bungalow without having to 
use stairs before getting older so as to prevent any 
possible accidents in falling or slipping if you know 
what I mean.   The big question is where we will 
choose to live, but certainly not in the London area.  
We will have to wait and see what happens to our 
Pamela’s next movements in the near future. 
 

76 Raymond Lee wrote some time ago, “ I am 
going through a busy time at present workwise - I 
have to complete 5 apartments in 2 weeks from 
today in time for the mayor of Croydon's visit; I 
have to study for my CSCS Health and Safety 
course and the exams are due on 26 March and I 
have to take the Contract Management Strategies 
and Systems exams on 28 March!!!  TWO exams 
in TWO days !!        (And see page 9) 
102 David Bullock writes, “ I am fine and have 
been " retired" for the last 18 months. I now have a 
part time job as a support worker  to a young Deaf 
man who has a mild Autism working in a kitchen at 
a Day Centre.  Also I am the Chair of Hampshire 
Deaf Association which has an annual turnover of 
one million plus . At the same venue where the 
BDA had a conference which I attended for a day 
in the evening I met Mark Heaton who is well and 
busy working at Preston University where he works 
as a senior lecturer / Course leader. He is now a 
Grandfather.”  

 

117 Michael Chawner appeared on “The Way We 
Were” on ITV introducing excerpts from “A Day in 
the Life of the School” which he and Alan Loft 
produced on 8mm film.  Their film is in the South 
East Film Archive and was discovered by ITV.  He 
and Mr Sayer were interviewed and Michael 
impressed them so much that they were happy to 
use only his contribution (to Mr Sayer’s relief..).  
Their film stood up extremely well in the company 
of excerpts from commercially made films.  ITV 
found us through the Old Burwoodian website.  We 
hope to have a DVD with subtitles. 
He is also delighted to have acquired his first 
grandson.  (See photo page) 
 
 

145 Simon Fisher and family have  a Labrador 
named “Midnight”, now 
growing into a small dog and 
from the internet four pets  – 
a baby snake, a t
tiny lizard and a 
scorpion.  Th
four are kep

separate tanks and the family feed 
them a lot every day.  Simon also writes, “Christin
and I went on a tour for our honeymoon 23 years 
ago.  We stayed in my sister’s flat in Jerusale

went to see the Old City, the 2

arantula, a 

ese 
t in 

e 

m and 

nd World War 
Museum and then went to Haifa and Bethlehem, 
where Jesus lived.  It was a  week honeymoon and 
we thoroughly enjoyed it.” 
Stop Press !  Expanding menagerie.  Simon’s son 
has just got 2 geckos and hopes to breed from 
them. 
 
 

263 Paul Rotton says, “Well I have moved up to 
the North East, Newcastle, to be married!  My 
wife’s name is Debbie and she has two daughters 
whose names are Sally and Fay.  Sally is 13 years 
old and Fay is 11, who are both now my step 
daughters.  I am planning to adopt them as I treat 
them like my own, 
 

We got married in Hawaii 2006 
on Feb 14 on Valentines Day; I 
know I am such a romantic lad!! 
Sally and Fay were our 
bridesmaids, also our 
interpreters on the day. They 
were brilliant and made us both 
proud on the Waikiki beach in 
Oahu. It rained as soon as we 
got there but the vicar told us 
that it was good luck to get 

married on a rainy day!! Soon as it was over the 
sun came out and dried us up. In England I was 
told that it was good luck to be married on a sunny 
day!?! 
 

We visited Pearl Harbour while we were in Hawaii; 
it was a fantastic day and very interesting. When 
we arrived there it felt cold and sent a chill down 
our spines knowing that a lot of bodies never have 
been recovered and are still missing.   A ship was 
still leaking oil into the sea while we were there; it 
was very sad but a great day out. 
 

Debbie loves dolphins, so we had to visit them too 
at a large aquarium. We swam with them and 
touched them; we always thought their skin was 
hard but it was like rubber so soft and smooth. I 
would have liked to swim with the sharks but we 
would have to pay insurance for each of us and it 
would have cost too much. 
 

Hawaii is a lovely place and their culture is very 
much volley ball and surfing. The girls would have 
loved to learn to surf but we never had time. We 
will go back there one day: we would love to live 
there though. 
 

I had to give my job up, which was engineering and 
part time teaching British Sign Language, to move 
up north east,. I had no work till Sept 2006 which 
was teaching BSI, at South Tyneside College. Only 
6 hours a week, it was not enough income but at 
least it got me out of the house. In Feb, 2007 I 
finally found a proper job working on CNC 
machines, nearly 1 year after I got married! I am 
still working there at the moment. I had to give up 
my teaching job as BSI tutor, because I work shifts. 
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2 weeks on days then 2 weeks on nights, I enjoy 
working there but very long hours 48 altogether in a 
week. 
 

My wife Debbie is deaf and teaches BSL level 1, 2, 
also NVQ 3 and 4.  She will be made redundant 
soon as now the government wants tutors to have 
more English. Debbie's first language is BSI, so 
English is difficult for her; she is not the only tutor 
with this problem.  We are suing the college under 
the DDA Act because we think this is wrong; we 
think we have a very good case. She is planning on 
starting her own business teaching BSL and NVQ 3 
and 4. 
 

Sally is in high school and she does very well with 
her hearing problem at a hearing school. She has 
never been to a deaf school. Her hobbies are 
clothes and boys - well that's normal ! 
 

Fay is still in middle school 
and also does well; she is 
more interested in 
computers and games. 
She is also more interested 
in sports and goes to 
events after school. She 

has a lovely voice so we bought her a guitar for 
Xmas and are planning on getting her a teacher to 
teach her how to use it properly. She will be 
moving to high school next year, the same school 
as Sally. 
 

My mom and dad are divorced now.  My dad has 
remarried and happy in his life. My mom lives 
alone, my sister only lives up the road.  Mom will 
be retiring soon from her job at a nursing home as 
a cleaner.  She is happy too. 
 

My sister Jayne is married with her husband Chris 
who is also deaf: they have 2 lovely boys named 
Thomas and Andrew. Thomas is 5 years old and 
Andrew is 3; both are lovely boys and they can be 
cheeky at the best of times. They are both a bundle 
of joy, we do miss them. We see my family at 
Easter, Summer and Xmas about 5 times a year; 
they come to see us once a year.”  (Paul was a 
‘lost’ OB.  His form has reunions and they have 
missed him, so it is splendid that he has now 
turned up. Ed.) 
 

267 John Mancini has completed the London 
Marathon and the Bath Half Marathon.  The 
London Marathon was hard as his knee was 
injured at 20 miles which was agony and then it 
started to hail !  He said, “The last 800 metres were 
the most difficult !  But was worth it as I wanted to 
give something back to Dorothy House Hospice 
Care during his illness with cancer.” 
He raised £3083 and is hoping to do it again next 
year. 

355 Oliver Westbury has got a new web 
developer job in London Bridge. 

He has also been to the North Pole !  (We hope 
to have an account in the next BiT.  Ed) 
 

Staff News 
 

Miss Prentis greatly enjoyed a 3½  month world cruise 
early this year, passing through the Panama and Suez 
Canals on the way. She had great experiences, 
including the huge Pacific Ocean, with its amazing 
sunsets, fascinating islands, the ever changing colour of 
the sea and the nights when the Captain put out all the 
lights so the passengers could see clearly the Southern 
night sky with its myriad stars – “awesome”.-, Milford 
Sound in New Zealand, sailing into Sydney harbour…   
It sounded brilliant ! 
 

Mrs Eagle – “Marie, the Assistant Cook in 1955” – is 
one of our most enthusiastic readers.  It was most 
encouraging to hear this when I spoke to her on the 
phone recently.  She is fine and is soon going to Canada 
to visit her son, who works there, and they will have a 
trip to New York.  She had quite a drama when a woman 
drove straight into her garden wall, smashing it  flat.  It is 
now fully repaired – but the “before and after” photos 
were dramatic !  
 

Mr and Mrs Faragher enjoyed a cruise which included 
Greenland. 
 

Mr Henderson.  The Southport and District Badminton 
Society has just celebrated its 75th Anniversary and is 
flourishing - and who is the President ?  Well, Mr 
Henderson, who is 84 – and who “remains very 
competitive”.  Mr Henderson was the Deputy Head at 
BPS  1965 / 1966., 
 

Mr and Mrs Sayer thoroughly enjoyed visiting Mr and 
Mrs Stanway in May,  We started chatting the very 
moment we arrived and didn’t stop until the moment we 
left.  They are both in fine form and they remember the 
school very well indeed. 
 

As we are over 70 the Government very kindly doubled 
the depth of our loft insulation, free.  This involved 1. 
removing all our ‘stuff’ from the loft  2  taking up the floor  
3. buying many yards of 3X2 and sawing it to length  4. 
screwing the 3X2 on top of the ceiling beams, to raise 
the floor height  5 putting down the floor again, after the 
insulation had been laid, and screwing it down  6 
returning out ‘stuff’ to the loft……  However, we now not 
only have better insulation and a much better loft floor – 
but I discovered a box of letters dating back to 1940, 
when I wrote home from school. 
 

The box included letters from 1959 to and from Mr Wood 
and parents all about my offer of taking 5 BPS boys 
hitch-hiking to Greece in the summer holiday, with a 
friend.  In fact Alan Cook and his family accepted the 
offer,  Alan came and the trip was a great success…    
However, reading the letters in 2008, I could imagine 
that such a suggestion, made by a student teacher, 
would now cause something of an uproar !! 
Mrs Schofield (Corbin before) has moved to a new 
house in Weybridge and very much likes it.  She ‘dog-
walks’ a boisterous 10 month old Alsatian 3 times a 
week and they both much enjoy it!  She is soon going to 
Florence for a week.
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Old Burwoodians’ Class of ’61 and ’62 17th Reunion – Portsmouth 16th – 18th April 2008 

 
Six Old Burwoodians (class ’61 and ’62) all nearly in their 60’s apart from one, assembled at the Express 
by Holiday Inn in Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth which has got many features with good views along the 
coast.   
The group of Old Burwoodians were – class of ’61 – Stuart Healy, Peter Mowat, Geoffrey Eagling and 
Ron Gibbins and class of ’62 – Jonathan Bosman and Ian Townsley. Arun Krishna arrived on Saturday 
due to having his course assessment. 
 
Friday 16th April 2008 
About 3pm we left the hotel for Royal Garrison Church, the Domus Dei, Gods House, along the 
Millennium Walkway which runs from the Historic Dockyard along the seafront into Old Portsmouth. 
 

 
“The Domus Dei, Gods House, was founded in Old 
Portsmouth by Bishop de Rupibus in 1212 as a Hospice, 
to shelter and help pilgrims from overseas bound for 
Shrine at Canterbury, Chichester and Winchester. 
Originally it was a long, vaulted hall, divided on either 
side into bays to house patients, with the Chapel at 
end. In the hall the aged, sick and homeless were 
tended by six Brethren and six Sisters. As the 
importance of Portsmouth grew as a Garrison Town, s
did the importance of the Domus Dei. In 1449 Henry VI 

the 

one 

o 

sent the Bishop of Chichester to the Church in order to 
pay the sailors and soldiers of the Garrison. Due to a 
disagreement in the amount of pay, the Bishop was 

murdered. For this the town was excommunicated and remained so for fifty years. The Church was 
closed in 1540 when the religious houses were dissolved by Henry VIII; the buildings were then used for 
a brief time as an Armory. Later the south side of Domus Dei was converted into a residence for the 
Governor of Portsmouth and was called Government House. On 22nd May 1662 Charles II married 
Catherine of Braganza here. In 1672 James II visited the church and in 1709 communion plate was 
presented by Queen Anne to the Church. In 1778 George III and Queen Charlotte attended the Divine 
Service and in 1794 they welcomed Lord Howe after his victory on 1st June. In 1814 the church was 
visited by allied sovereigns, The Prince Regent, The Emperor of Russia, The King of Prussia, Count 
Platoff, Hetman of the Cossacks, Marshall Blucher and the Duke of Wellington. In 1826 Government 
House was demolished and the Church restoration was completed in 1868. In 1930 the original Union 
Jack from the Whitehall Cenotaph was presented to the Portsmouth Old Contemptibles Association. On 
the night of 10th January 1941 a fire bomb raid on Portsmouth gutted the Nave of the church but the 
Chancel was saved by the Verger Mr J Heaton who was assisted by soldiers and airman.” 
We left the Gods’ House for the seafront alongside the Square Tower to discover about Southsea Castle 
where Henry VIII saw his favourite boat, Mary Rose, sink in 1545. Then we went for an evening meal at 
a very old pub on the waterfront in Old Portsmouth, its full title on the wall, The Still & West Country 
House.  
And again we strolled along the Millennium Walkway returning to the hotel for a quick change for an 
evening drink and chat at The Old Custom House. 

“The Customs and Excise House was built in 1811, which is within the Gunwharf 
development, served as the main customers post for Portsmouth Harbour.” 

Saturday 17th April 2008 
About 10.30am we visited Portsmouth Historic Dockyard which allowed us to discover the world famous 
historic ships the Mary Rose and HMS Victory that have shaped British history.  
“The only surviving 16th century warship on display anywhere in the world, the Mary Rose was one of 
the earliest ships to carry heavy guns. A favourite of King Henry VIII, she sank off Portsmouth in 1545 
during the engagement with a French invasion fleet, in full view of the King, the screams of the men on 
aboard, ringing in his ears. The rediscovery of the Mary Rose during the 1970s and her raising in 1982 
were seminal events in the history of nautical archaeology, watched by a world wide audience of over 60 
million people and remembered by a generation. The hull of the Mary Rose, which is currently 
undergoing an active conservation process to preserve her for all time, can be viewed by the visiting  
 

http://www.portsmouth-guide.co.uk/local/histdock.htm
http://www.portsmouth-guide.co.uk/local/old-port.htm
http://www.portsmouth-guide.co.uk/local/maryrs.htm
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public. Thousands of personal, domestic and military objects were recovered, many of which are on 
display in the Mary Rose Museum, a truly unique and fascinating insight into Tudor times”  
“HMS Victory is the Royal Navy's most famous warship. She is the world's oldest commissioned ship 
and a proud memorial to Vice Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson, Britain's greatest Naval hero. Standing proud 
in her home of No. 2 dry dock, HMS Victory is one of the most famous warships ever built. Built between 
1759-1765, Victory was a first-rate, ship-of-the-line. In 1805, Vice Admiral Lord Nelson on board his 
flagship, HMS Victory, led 27 British ships into battle off Cape Trafalgar against a much larger combined 
French and Spanish fleet. Thanks to Nelson's inspired leadership, the British won a great victory and the 
Battle of Trafalgar has become a defining moment in our history. But Nelson paid the ultimate price - 
struck by a single bullet as he paced the quarterdeck with his captain, Thomas Hardy, he survived just 
long enough to learn the outcome of the battle. Visit HMS Victory and see the Great Cabin where the 
battle was planned, the spot where Nelson died and the once crowded decks where over 800 men lived, 
worked and fought. 
 
After a short lunch we went to Gosport by ferry to see The Royal Naval Submarine Museum which 
allowed for us to trace the history of the submarine development from the age of Alexander the Great to 
the present day. The submarine tour started with a museum showing the history of the Submarine 
service followed by a guided tour of HMS Alliance which was interesting. The tour ends with a ferry 
return for the refreshing evening at the hotel where we met Arun Krishna.  Our evening meal was at The 
Sally Port Inn in Old Portsmouth. It was an excellent meal for all of us. After the meal we discussed next 
year’s venue after several suggestions of different locations, Liverpool is the place that we are going for 
our next reunion in April, and the organiser is Peter Mowat. 
 

“The Sally Port Inn was created in 1947 from a war damaged residence dating back to 
the 1600s. The building was "frame built" and has the oaken timbers of its period, plus "more 
modern" timbers from the old wooden-wall ships of the 19th century. Each room has a share 
of these timbers with perhaps a sloping floor to boot and maybe a door that is not quite 
"square". The streets of the old port have seen many great historical events and many great 
names over the past 400 years. The First Fleet to settle Australia passed through the port 
entrance just a few yards away.” 

Sunday 18th April 2008 
After breakfast, they were kind to present me a writing case to commemorate my organisation for that 
great weekend. Then we, except Ron and Jonathan, bought tickets at the hotel for the Spinnaker Tower 
which has views all over Portsmouth at £5.80. Unfortunately the lift broke so they had refunds from 
Spinnaker Tower at £7.00! 
Finally all went home by train back north while Jonathan went west.  A great weekend. 

         

         S.Healy, P.Mowat, R.Gibbins, G.Eagling, J.Bosman, I.Townsley             J.Bosman, G.Eagling, R.Gibbins, I.Townsley, S.Healy 
                             P.Mowat took the photo at Gunwharf Quay 
R.Gibbins 
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A Visit to Ypres 
 

                          

Ron Gibbins – 078B 
I did two years of researching about my grandfather, 
Edward Gibbins, so our family went to Ypres, 
Belgium last July to see my grandfather’s name on 
the memorial panel at Menin Gate. He was killed in 
the First World War (August 12th 1917). 
This year it is the 90th Anniversary of Armistice Day. 
Belgium has a public holiday on November 11th 
2008. 
During our stay at Ypres, we went on a mini tour to 
battlefields, trenches and cemeteries, specially the 
German Cemetery. We had a great few days stay. 

 
 
 
E-Boar 
 
E-Boar is an egroup based on emails that serves as an e-reunion for all of us ex-BPS and 
pupils.  It opened on 28th January 2001 and is still running and has over 100 ex-BPS 
subscribers.  After over 7 years one would have thought there isn't much else to talk about but 
new subjects keep popping up and it is a good source for hot news such as you hear it first in E-
Boar.  It has recently extended to enable uploads of photos of which some were to request to 
identify who is who in the photo. 
 
If you haven't yet subscribed to E-Boar egroup just send an email to  
E-Boar-subscribe@yahoogroups.com leaving subject and message blank. 
 
E-Boar also has to keep up with the times and has moved forward.  Quite a number of Old 
Burwoodians are on Facebook so recently a new E-Boar branch has been set up in Facebook 
though the discussion activity remains in the egroup.  Joining E-Boar in Facebook and showing 
your face by uploading your 'face' photo is just like joining the line-up in school!  This is the link 
for the E-Boar Facebook branch where you could go and submit a join request if you haven't 
joined already: 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=33820201139 
  
In summary E-Boar is a great way of staying in touch while you're waiting for the next BiT 
newsletter! 
 
Roy Staines (E-Boar Coordinator) 
 
 

mailto:E-Boar-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=33820201139
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    Paul Floyd (1946-2008) 
 
It was with sadness when news came 
through of Paul's passing on July 5th 
after a long and hard-fought battle 
against cancer. He died peacefully 
and painlessly. His wife; Jannice, and 
his 3 sons were with him right to the 
end. 
 

Paul attended BPS from 1959 to 
1964.  He had a talent for drawing 
and painting and excelled in cross-
country running.  He had a dry sense of humour and had his mates in 

raptures with his Bruce Forsyth impersonations and had a keen interest in motor car and cycle racing. 
 

After leaving school he pursued a career in interior design until his company closed.  He became a born-
again Christian and became a full time worker with the Deaf Christian Fellowship and later became 
Pastor of the Evangelical Church of the Deaf at Rotherhithe, London. 
 

After the DCF moved on to integration within hearing churches he continued his leadership with the deaf 
congregation in his local church and worked for Breakthrough Trust (later DeafPlus) and later worked as 
unqualified social worker at West Kent County Council. 
 

Paul was a man of exemplary character and to many who knew and came across him he was a very 
dignified person.  He was very devoted to his wife and sons and was present at his youngest son's 
wedding 6 weeks before he died. I and 3 other Old Burwoodians attended the thanksgiving service for 
the life of Paul Floyd and it was a very blessed occasion with so many positive things to remember and 
thank him for.                                              Roy Staines 
 

Richard Newnham   (1944 – 2008) 
 
About 120 people attended Richard’s funeral and it was a 
moving service with lovely tributes and fond memories, 
according to Derek Pritchard, who had been working for some 
years in the same company as Richard - Racal Electronics 
Defence.  
  

Richard also worked in the same company as Casper Dyne 
and more recently had been doing support work part time. He 
worked for Whitepost Health Centre, a Nursing Care Home in 
Redhill.  The Nursing home is for Deaf patients with mental 
health illness with 24 hours care 7 days a week.  Richard was 
working as Carer. 
 

Herbert Klein went to visit Whitepost Nursing Home for the 
Deaf a few weeks before Richard died and met him with his 
Manager to discuss about how to improve conditions for Deaf 

clients in Nursing Homes: his manager remarked to Herbert what a good worker                                            
      Richard was. 
 

Like Paul Floyd, Richard was a committed Christian. 
 

He will clearly be sadly missed and leaves a wife, Linda, and two sons 
………………………………………. 
                  

Christopher Davies writes,” My deep sympathy goes to the families of my two ex school friends. In early 
1957 my mother went to a ladies only meeting in South London and met Richard Newnham’s mother 
there.   They used to talk about BPS which Richard joined in Sept 1957: he was a well-liked pupil there.  
Richard’s friend, Johnny Byrne, played No 10 for Crystal Palace in the 50s and Richard supported 
Palace.  Paul Floyd was a popular younger pupil and was a good scout at school.  These two friends will 
be sorely missed in Edinburgh in 2010.”  
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      Grandson Joshua Chawner                                    Lucybelle Boswell 
 

 

Mr and  
Mrs 
Stanway

 

 
   Leslie Banks in South Korea 
 

                Mark Flower in China 


