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Editorial    Bit@oldburwodianassociation.co.uk 
It has been very pleasing to receive kind words about No 23; it 
takes much longer to produce an edition of the BiT, and much 
more work, than you expect when you start on each edition! 
 

We have recently had five obituaries and much regret the 
passing of Keith Williams, Gerald Dixey, Paul Floyd, Richard 
Newnham and Mr Arter.  These are truly tragic events for the 
families and for all their friends.  
 

But let us all remember that an obituary is not just sadness at a 
death, but also a celebration of a life.  Those who have died 
leave behind them with family, friends and those they have been 
associated with, great memories of achievement and happiness.  
 

 
Mini Reunions are fun!!    Milton Keynes - 18 April  2009     
Plymouth  October 15th  2009    Be there!!              C.S.  
2 
 

Remember the webpage http://www.oldburwoodianassociation.co.uk 
 

OBA Site - Statistics Report:      Oliver Westbury  
From (06/06/2008  to now (25/02/2009)   24457 hits 
Welcome to OBA website 401, OBA  (Welcome 2650, About the OBA - 1955 
- 2005 963, Gallery 916, Membership 665,  Contact 572, Mini Reunion 335, 
Committee Staff 169, Can you help? 269),  BPS Pupils 5391, Years Photo 
4777,  Buildings 2157, Norfolk College 1399, Norfolk House 133. Reunion 
2010( OBA Grand Reunion 2010   829, Name list 762, Price List 385)    The 
Archive At Present (Sept 2006) 454, Do not believe the Radio Times. 334,  
Photo Order 203,   Membership Form 92,  Mini Reunion  Milton Keynes - 18 
April  2009 234:  
 

BIT is supported by 
The Ewing Foundation 

If you have any comments, queries or ideas for future issues, contact one of us above.

mailto:l955%1E1996@hotmail.com


“A lovely person – everyone said so” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We received the delightful photograph of Richard Newnham too late for inclusion in the last BiT 
and also the news that he and Linda had celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary in 2008, with 
6 grandchildren and another on the way.    We wish all the family well: you cannot wish for a 
better epitaph to remember someone by, than “A lovely person – everyone said so” , as I was 
told.    Ed. 
 

The Turkey Oak 
at Ince Castle 

 
In 2003 the OBA presented a Turkey Oak in memory of Lady Boyd and a group of us attended 
a small ceremony at Ince Castle on 17th May.   See the photo below of the tree, Lord Boyd and 
Peter Spens, aged 2, then youngest great grandson of Lady Boyd.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    2003 
 
On the left is the tree in September 2008, with two more 
of Lady Boyd’s great grandchildren, Jago, aged 11 and 
Kitty, aged 6. 
 

                        2008                                                                                  



Michael Towler loses his beard. 
 

                                
Mike Towler, 2nd from right 

Michael Towler’s last shave was on 25th August 2007. On 23rd February 2008 the five people shaved off 
their head and beard to raise money for the new Bar in Leeds Deaf Social Club. They raised over £1032. 
 
Two Tales    Christopher Davies     (One recent ….) 
Christopher went on a one day trip from Hurn Airport near Bournemouth to the Isle of Man.  The 
flight took 1¼ hours, arriving there at 8.45 a.m. and leaving at 5.30 p.m.: 125 people went and 
were met by three coaches which took them round the island, 
stopping for about 2 hours each at Douglas, Peel and the huge water 

wheel at Laxey and ½ hour at Erin Port.  Chris 
much enjoyed it and had plenty of time for looking 
round. 
←  Laxey wheel      Laxey Wheel from above      →  
He had also been on a one day flight to Iceland 

(and later went for a fortnight).  He could also make one day trips to 
Bucharest, Krakow and Kiev (Russia) !!                  
 
(… and one not so recent) 
In the summer holiday 1959 Chris’ father gave him the money to go by train to Penzance, by 
boat to the Scilly Isles and back, by train to Andrew Lethbridge’s family for a few days and back 
by train. 
 
HOWEVER Chris bought a SINGLE ticket to Penzance.  It was foggy, so the boat was not 
sailing for the Scilly Isles.  Instead, Chris hitch-hiked to Lands End and then hitch-hiked back to 
near where Andrew lived.  He slept rough that night and turned up the next day at the 
Lethbridges’.  He stayed several days, as arranged, and then left.  Andrew’s parents said he 
should not hitch-hike any more, but go by train.  Chris then went to a pub where he met a man 
who said he was going to North Devon, so he hitch-hiked a lift with him to North Devon.  There 
he stayed at a bed and breakfast for a day or two and then went to hitch-hike back to London.  
He got one lift in a large lorry from North Devon to a few miles from his home.  After sleeping a 
while on a park bench he arrived home at 1.30 a.m. without a key.  He saw his bedroom window 
was a bit open, so climbed in.  His mother heard him and was pleased to see him, but “rather 
surprised”.  Chris had a shower and breakfast – and slept that afternoon.  (His father was not 
pleased !)              
 
A Memory from Mr Dobbs 
 

Mr Dobbs was very sorry to read of the death of Paul Floyd, 
whom he remembers as a delightful person. 
 
At the time of the Festival of Britain Mr Dobbs cycled to Paul 
Floyd’s parents’ house to join a group of boys who were going 
to gather at Battersea Funfair.  (50 years after this he clearly 
remembered that Stuart Hetherington, Roger Foreman and 
Michael Payne were in the group. Paul in the middle. ) As he 
was wearing cycling shorts Mr Floyd lent him a pair of baggy 
trousers, which Mr Dobbs remembers well. 
 



 
 
BRIAN MICHAEL MULLAN 

1940 to1967 
 

I'LL START WITH THE BASIC MULLAN FAMILY 
 
It started with James Mullan who arrived from Northern Ireland in I936 
and joined the R.A.F at Holton, Buckinghamshire.  He signed up as a 
regular.  He spent the rest of his life in the service and he was our f
 

ather. 

lizabeth Smith, was born and lived in a small village called Askett near 

as 

E
Monks Risborough, Buckinghamshire.  She was a civilian cook at R.A.F. 
Holton camp. This is where they met and in I939 they married, so, as 
they say, this is where it all started,  The family got larger - there were 
Patrick - Brian - Francis - Christine - lan and Sally.  This was war time, so dad was away most 
of the time leaving mum to bring us up with the help of our nan and grampy.  They were very 
hard times. 
 
That is a brief background of the family, so now to Brian’s story - Brian was born on 6/8/1940 in 
a small village called Little Kimble, near Monks Risborough, Bucks.  Brian was looked after in 
the main by nan and granddad Smith, as mother had to work to keep a roof over our heads and 
food in our bellies.  At the age of three Brian contracted Meningitis, and was rushed to hospital 
at R.A.F Holton: he was there for a long time, while they battled to keep him alive and he got 
through that but unfortunately he was found to be deaf.  I think it was a year later that Brian was 
sent away to a special boarding school for the deaf.  It was  Doncaster and then he went on to 
Burwood school,  I do know he was happy at Burwood but not so at the previous school, but 
while at the first school he met his foster parents and lived there in his holidays and when he 
left school right up to the time he got married:  they were very good foster parents.  Brian didn't 
like signing;  he would rather lip read.  In I948 our parents got divorced and of course that was 
devastating but we had to get on with life.  I think I should explain why I didn't know much of 
Brian’s young life or of my other brothers and sisters.  All of us children resided in different 
homes, either convents or boarding schools until our mid teens, so you see we never knew 
each other existed, and when we did meet we were total strangers, so it's taken a long time 
getting to know each others’ school backgrounds.  

 
Back to Brian, his and our next bad news was our father 
died in I957 just one year before he was due to retire from 
the R.A.F, and the same year Brian left Burwood school.  
Brian lived and worked in Skellow, Doncaster.  His job w
cable repairer above a coal pit, and in his leisure time he 
enjoyed, sports, motor bikes, beer and girls, not 
necessarily in that order: he enjoyed life to the full.  He 
also joined the local deaf club, which is where he met his 
wife to be ( Wendy ) and in I963 Brian and Wendy got 
married and one year later they were blessed with a baby 
boy and they named him David.  Over this time Brian and 
his family got to know his brother and sisters down south 
in Buckinghamshire. 
 
Four years later the most devastating news of all for Brian, 
he started to feel unwell and went to the doctors and then 
on to the hospital for a blood test,  The diagnosis was 
Hodgkins Disease.  I don't now how Brian and Wendy 



coped with Brian in and out of hospital, more tests and operations.  Wendy must have been 
very anxious and out of her mind with concern for his health and at the same time bringing up 
their son David with the help of her mum and dad.  I travelled up to Doncaster taking our 
mother with me to visit Brian in hospital and give Wendy some support:  he seemed not too bad 
at that time, but about a month later he insisted that he wanted to come down to Bucks and visit 
his brothers and sisters and take us all out for a drink for the last time.  It was a very sad time.  
Brian knew he was soon to die: cancer is an insidious disease.  And on 24/11/1967 Brian 
passed away at the age of 27 leaving behind wife Wendy and son David just 3 years old, just I0 
years after leaving school.  Brian was on this earth for such a brief time.  I’rn sorry to say all of 
us brothers and sisters from Buckinghamshire lost contact with Wendy and David, which was 
due to all of us marrying, having children and all working ourselves to make ends meet ; wages 
didn't go very far then, but years later we all attempted to trace Wendy and David but without 
luck.  In the meantime mother passed away on I4/1/2004.  In 2008, June time, good luck struck. 
, David contacted me by E-mail on Friends Reunited, good luck or what, and as one would say, 
the rest was history.  David is married with two sons so Brian’s family moves into the future and 
so does the name ( MULLAN ) and Wendy has re-married and is very happy. 
 

Lyrics from “The precious moments”.           
They are so few, 
The precious moments of our lives     
They fade from view 
And when they do 
We try to live them anew. 

 
Very apt, do you think?         Ian Mullan 
 
My Job 
 
Warren Smith is working for London Underground under the Transport For London (TFL) 
Company in the SAP Human Resources Admin department. His role is looking after the 
Administration for 250 Train Operators and as Duty Manager for Trains on the Jubilee line at 
Wembley Park.  He organises, liaises and books Medical Appointments for Fitness, Age 
Medicals and OH Treatment, Training Courses for Qualifications, Annual Leaves and E-
Procurement.  His Key role is liaising with the London Medical Health centre, the Procurement 
dept and Training Courses as Managers and Train Operators rely on him for information 
because his responsibilities are organising and reorganising times, places and other 
arrangements for the Operators.  He also has to complete 5 reports a week on sickness, 
medicals, qualifications, annual leave, training and variations in routines.  
 
His job role is very challenging, involving communicating with hearing people through email, 
memos, verbally, by telephone and meetings (He says.”No wonder I am always tired when I get 
home!”). The situation in London Underground, including his role, is very demanding as they 
have to ensure all the information is correct for the Train Operators and is on time because their 
customers need the Tube for travelling to work, home and social events.  He was proud to say 
last month (November 2008), his team at Wembley Park Train Crew Centre were the top of the 
league of London Underground Depots but he and his team have to keep it up till April 2009! 
“Fingers Crossed!!!”, he says. 
 
He still works for Powertech Industrial Services where his role is General Officer, which includes 
Book-keeping.  
 
There were 250 applications for this TFL job role in 2007 - and Warren got the job ! Before that 
he had worked for the RAD (Royal Association for Deaf People) in the role of Deaf Youth 
Project Coordinator 
 



 
Bringing Deaf people to Natural Science          David Kettle 

I had become interested in science when I was at Royal School for the 
Deaf, Derby even though they never had any facilities for that, apart 
from Nature Studies sticking leaves in a Scrap Book. 

Bedford School Planetarium  Through curiosity in questioning the existence of living things, and 
how the world works, I found books on chemistry.  Later, I was thinking of becoming a he-
man looking at Charles Atlas with weight lifting for body building muscles, being impressed 
by a boy there, a strong wrestler. I found I was not much good at Sport, then tried to get 
out of it by injuring myself, letting other boys take my place. 

It’s thanks to my mother for reading stories to me which meant I took a liking to study 
(she worked at Kew Gardens then getting stamps worldwide for me!). It was through trying 
experiments with things available in the household and I eventually brought my chemistry 
drawer box to Burwood Park School, Walton on Thames. (I did set up a Photography group 
and we did our own black and white developing of pictures) Mr Dalziel was our Physics 
teacher and we did light, electricity and a few other things. He let me use the laboratory 
apparatus and I made my first use of the chemicals I had with magnesium and making 
hydrogen, chlorine gas and other compounds. 

I did not stay at school very long and left without any qualifications. Facing the mainstream 
life outside was a cultural shock because I was so used to Deaf Culture. Together with the 
atmosphere created by the banning of Sign Language it was harder. It was not until I met 
a disabled hearing woman with a wheelchair who helped me with ‘O’ level Biology and 
taught me that I could not write in my level of English because it was strongly ‘deaf 
cultured’.  

Anyway, a Pastor’s wife got me to try Open University. It also shook me a lot to succeed 
passing the Science Foundation. So I felt more confidence after that. It was Language of 
Science that had to be mastered first because it is highly structured and quite different 
from everyday conversational English. I have always thought the reason deaf and even 
hearing people find it hard to understand the concepts are due to this aspect. 

Having completed the Bachelor of Science Degree in 1997 I then went on to learn more. I 
also did BSL basic level teaching after doing Certificate of Education (PGCE) and did 10 
years of that in Adult Education, in Middlesex and East Midlands.  Then I decided to teach 
deaf people astronomy as I believed we could do this in our own language 

During the time I was studying Geology, Astronomy (1983-86) my mother passed away.  I 
carried on and it was then I got a Catadioptric  f7.9,D=76mm,F=600mm reflector telescope 
from Fullerscopes, (now taken over by Meade) at Farringdon Street, London. Then I was 
involved with the British Deaf History Society doing workshops with members. Geoffrey 
Eagling and I did work on ‘John Goodricke’, producing a young astronomer article in ‘Deaf 
Lives’. In that period I had created a Newsletter called ‘Deaf Stargazer’ in 1998 and did a 
workshop with ‘Shape Arts’ introduced by John Wilson, introducing us at Greenwich 
Observatory in March 1999. It was the year of the Solar Eclipse in Cornwall. 



Those were the early days, and soon after the British Deaf Astronomical Association was 
formed at Bletchley, Milton Keynes in 2002. 
We had a programme that aimed at Sky 
Camp (a gathering of many Astronomy Societies 
at a Site usually at Autumn Equinox, in Norfolk) 
jointly with Loughton Astronomy Society at 
Thetford 2003 and then moved to 
KellingHeath Caravan and Camping site, 
Weybourne, Norfolk. We continued there 
every year and it was a popular venue. Then 
as BDAA grew in membership we had our 
first overseas trip abroad for the Total Solar 
Eclipse on 29 March 2006, on top of Toros 
Dagleiti mountain in Southern Turkey and 
stayed at Alanya.  

Derek Rowley 
Sky camp

Jodrell Bank   Derek Rowley, Michael and Patti 
Down, Rita and David Kettle Derek Rowley had experience with Welcome 

Deaf campers and Deaf Caravan and 
Camping Club UK, so was able to get it 
going. Our first taste of this were 2 main 
events at Barlaston, Stone, near Jodrell Bank 
Radio Telescope (2004) and Herstmonceux, 
(2005) We had a varied programme visiting 
Madogs Wells at Welshpool, Fieldview at East 
Barsham, and then visited Astrofest, and 
Kensington Town Hall, London, 

As we progressed we made a visit to 
Bridgeford, Nottingham school, organised by Widescreen Company where we signed up to 
Green Witch the website domain name provider . (David does all the website creation and editing for 
BDAA via easyspace.  He had to learn to do html, CSS cascade style sheets and javascript….Ed.)  It is 
then we met Neil Parker the manager of 
Greenwich Observatory Limited at Dry 
Drayton, Cambridgeshire, when he kindly 
sponsored us our website (2004 to today) in 
which the first report of our members’ visit 
to Scotland witnessing the Partial Eclipse of 
the Moon with the Sun on it. (West Coast, 
Scotland on 31st May 2003). 

Then Derek Rowley produced the high quality 
black and white BDAA Handbook Monthly guide to 
2007, then in colour in 2008 and the next 2009 issue is ready suitable for beginners and experienced 
alike.  

Sky camp  

Finally, we have managed to hold an Astronomy Weekend Course, in November 22-23rd 
2008 for members, in which Derek Rowley, I and Michael Down taught the essentials of 
Astronomy and the hobby. My personal experience of teaching all Deaf keen astronomers, 
who were around a short while, has been a rewarding one. It’s a complete change from 
teaching hearing people over the years. Deaf people had more chance to learn as a team 
just in the same way as Burwood Park School encouraged us to share our experiences with 



our hobbies and skills. Interpreters on their own are not enough because it needs a Deaf 
community which is why we organise BDAA  

We aim to include some Geological field trips as well as our observing because evidence is 
vital relating to meteors, comets and it all goes together to help us understand that it’s all 
about the history of the universe as well as enjoying observing the Night Skies 

We welcome people who are deaf, and hearing friends, to have fun learning and admire 
what Deaf Astronomers - John Goodricke (1764-1786) and Henrietta Swan-Leavitt (1868-
1921) did by recording Variable 
Stars that made it possible to 
work out distances further than 
the earlier astronomers and 
Hubble could not have done 
without them! Wanna try! Don’t 
miss an opportunity. Your turn 
next - come join us   
www.deafastronomers.co.uk 

David Kettle 
 
 
For more details of the British Deaf 
Astronomical Association, 
most details are on our website 

Don Andrews, Ray Hampshire, Lorraine Clarke, Brian Adlem, Jack 
Varnham, Angela Burgess, Rita Kettle, Michael Down, Derek Rowley, 
Linda Day 
…………………………………………………………….. 
Sylvia O'Simmonds, David Kettle, Jackie Plant, Joan Rowley, William 
Rowley, Glenis Hampshire      ( In Turkey)    

www.deafastronomers.co.uk  or  you can still write to the following:- 
 
Enquiries to be sent to Angel Burgess membership secretary. 
£10 cheque payable to BDAA with name, address, 
Postcode, mobile and fax phone number please to 
 
683, Filton Avenue,Filton, Bristol,BS34 7LA 
 

other enquiries to secretary, also for Observation program of Milton Keynes 
Derek Rowley,Oldbrook House, 122, Kirkstall Place,Oldbrook. Milton Keynes,MK6 2XB    FAX 01908 
528330     email: derek@drowley.fsworld.co.uk 
 
to contact me for my area of BDAA in Midlands 
9,Sunningdale Avenue, Spalding, Lincolnshire,PE11 2SP  
fax 01775 720288 or   text mobile 07777636917 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mini Reunion     Plymouth       October       arranged by Richard Willson 
 

Friday evening 15th  to Sunday 18th     Full details in September BiT 
 

Any enquiries please contact Richard on Fax: 01708 378282    
 

SMS: 07942 970504   Email  richardawillson@gmail.com
 

“Please pencil it in your diary or calendar” 

 

http://www.deafastronomers.co.uk/
http://www.deafastronomers.co.uk/
mailto:derek@drowley.fsworld.co.uk
mailto:richardawillson@gmail.com


Four Scientists 
:(Christopher Davies offers this information about the first four classrooms’ names …..) 
 
Richard Arkwright  1732 – 1792     He was the youngest of 13 children born i
Lancashire to a poor family.    His cousin taught him to read and write.  He 
became a barber’s apprentice, then started a wig-company before inventing t
water-frame spinning-machine.  Then he built factories to make cotton usin
his machines. 

n 

he 
g 

 
George Stephenson  1781-1848    First working as a cow-herder, George 
Stephenson started taking evening classes at the age of 18 to learn how to 
read and write. 
 
In 1812, he became an engine operator at a mining colliery in northeast 
England, where he learned all about the Newcomen steam engines used there. 
His employers let him build a locomotive, and in 1814, he created the Blucher 
which could pull 30 tonnes uphill at 6km/h. Over the next six years, he built 16 
steam locomotives and a 13km-long railway track carrying goods to 
Sunderland.  
 
In 1825, he built the world's first public railway from Stockton to Darlington and 
in 1829, with his son Robert, he designed the prize-winning Rocket for the new 
Liverpool & Manchester Railway. 
 
Charles Parsons 1854-1931    The youngest son of the Third Earl of Rosse, 
Parsons studied at Cambridge University before he became an apprentice 
engineer. In 1884, he invented the first working steam turbine engine and in 
1894 built the Turbinia, a 30m-long boat powered by turbine engines. Paraded 
in front of, Queen Victoria in 1897, the Turbinia could reach 64kmlh, making it 
the fastest boat in the world.  Within two years, the first of many Royal Navy 
warships to be powered by Parsons engines had been built. 
 
Frank Whittle  1907-1996    He was the son of an engineer and joined the 
RAF as an apprentice aircraft fitter in 1923.  He became a fighter pilot in 1928 
and a test pilot in 1931.   
 
He proposed a jet engine to power aircraft in the 1920s but was ignored by the British authorities.  He 
carried on working on the idea, leaving the RAF in 1936. In 1937 he successfully tested his first jet 
engine, the first in the world.  In May 1941 a Gloster aircraft flew, powered by one of his engines. 
 

Mini Reunion at St Albans 
The Old Burwoodian Association organised a Mini Reunion at St Albans on Saturday October 4th 2008: 

in the morning 5 old pupils, R.Gibbins, M.Towler, R.Taylor and R 
Weinbaum plus their partners and C.Davies met at St Albans 
Cathedral where a guide met us. The guide, named Mollie 
Kennedy, former head mistress of Heathland School, explained 
to us about the history of the Abbey and Cathedral since Roman 
Times. There is too much to say about the Abbey and Cathedral 
which I think are well worth visiting.  A guide is needed to explain 
about the history.  Mollie was with us for two hours and we found 
it all very interesting. 
 
Then we walked down to the Abbey Gatehouse.  

 
The "Great Gate", one of the gatehouses of the former abbey (monastery). It was erected in 
the 1360s and was besieged by insurgents in the Peasants' Revolt of 1381. It is said to have 
housed the third printing press in England in 1479. After the abbey was dissolved in 1539 it was 
used as the local prison from 1553 to 1869, and has been part of St. Albans School since 1871. 

http://relay.arglist.com/photos/20040409-003.jpg


This gatehouse and the Abbey Church are the only surviving buildings of the abbey.  Then we 
walked along Fishpool Street, a stage coach route in the early 19th century, which is an 
extremely picturesque road to walk down! The houses are varied – the Medieval, Elizabethan 
and Georgian periods are all presented. The overhanging houses take you back to an age 
when the road had many pilgrims’ hostels and inns.  
We stopped at The Waffle ( Kingsbury Watermill) to have soup and bread and during our stay at  

 
                 Michael and Astrid Towler                                   Janet and Robert Taylor 
 

the Waffle Colin Sayer arrived to join us for our afternoon tour.  
 

Kingsbury Watermill Museum is set on the banks of the River Ver, close to Verulamium Park, 
and this 16th century water mill was once the Abbot's malt mill.  The Elizabethan mill has been 
restored and today visitors can climb stairs to view the working waterwheel and milling machine 
at different levels. 

 
After Lunch we walked along St Michael Street to the new Hypocaust building at Verulumium 
Park 

The 1800 year old hypocaust and its covering mosaic floor were uncovered during excavations 
in Verulamium Park in the 1930's.  They formed part of the reception and meeting rooms of a 
large town house.  
 
Roman hypocaust systems allowed hot air to circulate beneath the floor and through the walls 
of buildings. Floors were raised on brick columns (pilae) or, as in this case, trenches were cut 
below the floor to allow the hot air through.  
 
The mosaic covering the hypocaust was made of tesserae (small cubes) of cut stone or tile set 
into a thin layer of fine mortar spread over a concrete floor. The tesserae were grouted with 
mortar and polished with abrasive stones and may have been polished with beeswax to 
enhance the colours.  

 
The building is surrounded by a very large park where the town first appeared as Verlamion, an Iron age 
settlement. The river Ver still runs through the city. The Romans came in AD 43, the town changing to 
Verulamium.  It was ransacked in the Boudiccan uprising of AD 60/61. It was rebuilt with many fine 
buildings including public baths, a theatre, temples, large privately owned town houses with underfloor 
heating and from the 3rd century, town walls with four gates. The town grew to be the third largest in 
Britain before gradually falling into decline after AD400. Now in the Park there are still some ruined 
Roman Walls along with a ruined theatre. 

 
Then we went to a museum which shows us about Roman Times showing films, mosaics and many 
other relics which are very interesting. They found a large mosaic that was only one of six Grade 1 
Mosaics around Britain. We found the museum very interesting and worth seeing and learning about 
Roman Times. 

 



Finally we walked along the lake at Verulumium Park for the Clock Tower for the last visit where we met 
Simon Fisher and Michael Freund with their partners joining us for a dinner at a local restaurant. Twelve 
of us dined together. 

 
Behind the cross and built between 1403 and 1412, is the Clock 
Tower, the only medieval example in the country. From the 
beginning it had a mechanical clock, a great rarity at that time. It 
was both a look out as well as a curfew, ringing out the times 
when people had to be indoors "covering the fire". 
From 1808-1814 during the Napoleonic war, it was used by the 
Admiralty as a semaphore station. This was operated by a shutter 
system and could help relay a message to or from Yarmouth in 5 
minutes!! 

 
In the evening we all went to the Peahen Pub where Alison Hare from Norfolk House, Richard Willson, 
Dean Humphreys, Rodney Oaten, Memnos Costi and Warren Smith joined us at later times. Colin Sayer 
brought photograph albums and a laptop to show school year group photos.  We were grouped in a 
small area that suited us while the pub was full of young people in the background. It was so noisy that 
later on Colin Sayer could not hear any words from us. It was a great day for all of us at St Albans. 
 
Ron Gibbins thanked Richard Weinbaum for getting Mollie Kennedy to explain about the Cathedral and 
also Richard Willson for trying to get old pupils coming to the Mini reunion.  (And thanks also to Ron, for 
organising an excellent day.  Ed.) 

            Richard Willson and Christopher Davies                                               
                                                                                                         Michael Towler and Robert Taylor 
Old Burwoodian and Neckargemuend School reunion      Martin Bogard 
 

On the fine & sunny day of 30th August 2008, we had a really wonderful 
time to have a special reunion of my and Heidi’s class mates that was 
held in our home.  
Heidi’s school was 
near Heidelberg, one 
of Germany’s finest 
cities.     
It was the first time 
they have met each 

other and they hit  it off well by exchanging their news 
etc. At the beginning Heidi and I had to help them with 
language translation but shortly afterwards they did not 
need our help which was great! 
We hope to have a return trip to Germany to meet 
them again and do some sightseeing in Heidelberg.        
 
 
 
My Badminton life! 

Rear row; Michael Sadowski, Bernhard Baehr, Gudrun Wellheim, Dorli Baehr, Michael Kelly, Bryan Whalley  
Middle row; Kevin Whalley, David Dunlin, Steffen Wellheim, Kathy Whalley, Carole Kelly, Parveen Dunlin, 
Cindy Sadowski   Front row; Astrid Leupolz, Frieder Leupolz, Heidi Bogard, Martin Bogard 



My Badminton Life     Martin Bogard 
When I was at school, I was not serious in Badminton because I loved playing football. After I left the 
school to attend Brooklands Technical College for my 2 year Diploma course, this was how I discovered 
my new sport seriously by playing during the lunch time daily. 
 
When I completed the course, I lived with my parents in Ilford, Essex and I found the best hearing 
badminton club in Essex. I practised and played matches for them in the District and around the county 
of Essex but it was not enough for me so I joined two more badminton clubs, one in Kent (hearing) and 
another one in Middlesex (Deaf). I have often played 7 times a week including some weekend 

tournaments.  During that time, I have managed to play football 
matches for a North Deaf Club in the morning of the weekend 
and was still able to play a 
badminton match in the 
evening!  
 
Now when looking back, I 
could not believe that I c
manage it and where did I 
get all the energy from?
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r.  I was very fortunate to be able 

ince after 2001 in Rome, I was appointed to become Technical Director of Badminton for ICSD 
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I 
country for the first time 
against Denmark in 
Copenhagen in 1975
was 19 years old and have 
played for a further 31 years
involving 5 Deaflympics 
from 1985 to 2001 and th
European Championships 
from 1990 to 2006. I was  

 
                                                            

My British badminton squad in the 
World Deaf Games in Los Angeles 
in 1985        Martin front row. 
 

Banners at the 2nd World  
007. Championships in Germany  2

officially retired after my silver medal in Austria as a 50 years old playe
to play for so many years. 
 
S
(International Committee Sports for the Deaf) formerly CISS. I have organised Badminton tournam
for the Deaflympics in Melbourne in 2005 and two World Championships (2003 in Bulgaria and 2007 in 
Germany).            Martin Bogard 
 

                                                                      
 

Mr Lucas Arter   We regret to say that Mr Arter died in January..  We 

 
d the 

 

learnt this because Stuart Healy was hoping to invite him to a 50th 
anniversary Burwood Scout Reunion, which Mr Arter knew about in
Autumn 2008.    Mr Arter became a Scout Leader in 1946.  He starte
Scout group at school in 1960, Senior Scouts in 1961, and Venture Scouts
in 1964.  Many boys have fond memories of him and Mrs Arter.  We hope 
to have a fuller article In the next BiT.  Ed. 

MINI REUNION    CAMBRIDGE     MARCH 2010 arranged by Stuart Healy and 
Ian Cooke 
 

Saturday all day – Scout Reunion (50 year celebration & Mr Arter’s Memorial) 
Full details in September BiT 
 

Any enquiries please contact Ron on Email: - gibbins3364@aol.com
 

“Please pencil it in your diary or calendar” 
 



ACCOMMODATION AT EDINBURGH 
CAPITAL HOTEL 

Please note that Edinburgh Capital Hotel have 

 
 

om  

86 twin / double rooms and only 3 single rooms 
(Also have 5 Triple rooms and 9 Family rooms) 
All prices below are including Scottish Breakfast
Family Room  £135 per room per night 
Triple Room  £125 per room per night 
Double/Twin Ro £115 per room per night 
Single Room (3)  £105 per room per night 
 

rice ListP
One Dinner ticket  £60 

  Two Dinner tickets  £120 

ingle Room
 
S  

et & one night at hotel   £165 One Dinner tick
One Dinner ticket & two nights at hotel   £270 
 
Double/Twin Room 

ne night at hotel   £235 
 

Two Dinner tickets & o
Two Dinner tickets & two nights at hotel    £350 
 

There are two methods of the payment 
A d a 

aid 

eposit form is attached here. We will need 
deposit of £10 per ticket and £10 per room if 
desired. Full amount is to be settled and be p
before June 30th 2010. A cheque should be 
payable to ‘OBA’s Grand Reunion’ 
 

OR 

A Standing Order Mand

t and to 

Calculation on 12 Instalments

 
ate form is attached 

here. As for the standing Order, I have 
calculated, so that you will know the cos
meet with your needs. 
 

 
Insta 10lments from June 2009 till May 20  

On
el  £14 per month

e ticket and 
one night at hot  

l  £20 per month
Two tickets and 
one night at hote  

tel  £22.50 per month
One ticket and 
two nights at ho  

l £29.50 per month
Two tickets and  
two nights at hote  
   
In the Standing Order mandate form, your bank 

in 

wing 

account details are required, along with your 
signature and date. The form is to be handed 
or posted to your bank. During 2010, a personal 
balance sheet will be posted to you for 
observation and for your approval. An o
balance must be settled and be paid before 
June 30th 2010. Should you wish to cancel fo
any reason as long as it is before June 30

r 
0 

EDINBURGH GRAND REUNION 2010 
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 (Two singles can book twin rooms) 

 if 
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 will be a 
special
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Suitable dress standards for the Dinner 

am pleased to announce that Mr 
and M  

th 201
the sum will be reimbursed.  Please feel free to 
ask any questions, I will be happy to help.  
Thank You                  R.Gibbins 

It is about one and a half years to our 
Reunion in Edinburgh and 158 tickets 

have been ordered. As agreed with the 
Committees, the ticket for the Grand Reu
2010 Dinner will be £60 per person, two tickets
per member. 
 Edinbu
miles away from Edinburgh City and Main 
Railway Station (Edinburgh Waverley Statio
/Edinburgh Haymarket Station) and there are 
two direct buses (No 1 and No 26) from the Ci
to get to that hotel, it is also nearer to the Airport 
which is about three miles. The hotel has 111 
bedrooms, which hold about 230 people stayin
at that hotel compared to the 260 people that 
stayed at Woking Holiday Inn at our last Grand
Reunion. At that hotel there is a dinner function 
room for up to 300 people which means about 
70 people will have to stay at a different hotel. 
OBA felt that the number of guests attending wi
be between 230 and 250 guests. Also the hotel 
has facilities that we can use – Swimming Pool, 
Gym and Dance Studio. The hotel has 100 car 
park spaces. According to the British Deaf 
History Society, there will be school display
film shows and the OBA, itself, will also set up
their own displays, sales, etc. 
 So far 75 bedrooms ha
for Grand Reunion 2010. So there are 4 Double
rooms, 11 Twin rooms, 4 Triple rooms and 9 
Family (4) rooms left with single rooms fully 
booked. 
So hurry!
 That means it will be a first come first 
served basis. You must be a member of OBA,
not send £10 to Ron Gibbins, 27 Mahon Close, 
Enfield Middx EN1 4DG for renewal or as a new
member. OBA has made the booking, so hurry!  
Start instalments, see separate sheet. 
 We have named the official date
reunion – Friday Sept 17th (c 10 a.m) to Sunday
September 19th (c. 4 p.m.) 2010 

The Grand Reunion 2010
 occasion for the Old Burwoodian 

Association – it is 50 years of the OBA – w
formed around 1960. 

 

will be discussed at the forthcoming 
Committee meeting.  

 
I 
rs Richard Willson have accepted to

be our Guests of Honour.         R.Gibbins 
 



Can you help? 
For the Edinburgh Grand Reunion 2010 I am producing a “50 year OBA Magazine” but would like to 
have copies of those stated below, if any of you have these could you please send copy/copies to:  
Mr R J Gibbins 27 Mahon Close, Enfield, EN1 4DG or email gibbins3364@aol.com (photos to be jpeg). 
 
Date Functions      Have you got it?  
October 18th 1969 BPS Old Boys & MHGS Old Boys Reunion  Photos     

 
October 12th 1974 Dinner & Dance at Centre Airport Hotel, Heathrow Ticket, Menu, Photos 
   
During 1980 Pub Evening at New Savoy Tavern   Any Photos 
 
June 27th 1981 Five a side Football Match    Reports, Results, Photos 
 
June 26th 1982 OBA 21st Celebration     Celebration Report, Photos 
          
October 12th 1991 Buffet at Eccleston Square, Victoria, London  Ticket, Report, Photos 
      
June 26th 2004 Mini Reunion, Birmingham Deaf Club   Reports, Photos 
 
November 27th 2004 Mini Reunion, Preston (Wetherspoon)  Reports, Photos 
 
1964 – 1979 Old Burwoodian Magazines  

1 – 13/14 – All copies 
 
Any Photos during the 50 year OBA on Sports, Activities, Dinner/Dance, etc. – only OBA Events 
 

Next Mini Reunion – Milton Keynes April 18th 2009 
There will be a Mini Reunion every 6 months in different areas as shown below. The last Mini Reunion at 
St Albans (Oct 2009) was very successful. The next Mini Reunion will be in Milton Keynes organised by 
Clive Boswell.  The details are below and we will do so for each venue. At every Mini Reunion there will 
be some sales such as Memories of Burwood at £10 each, BPS/NH Mugs at £1.40 each and some other 
items like pullovers and tee shirts at reasonable cost. Non-members are welcome to attend the Mini 
Reunion where our officials will explain about OBA. Members of OBA will please tell non-members living 
in your area to join the Mini Reunion. The Grand Reunion will be in Edinburgh in September 2010. 
 
DATE VENUE ORGANISER 
APRIL 18th 2009  MILTON KEYNES CLIVE BOSWELL 
OCTOBER 15th  2009 PLYMOUTH RICHARD WILLSON 
MARCH / APRIL 2010 CAMBRIDGE IAN COOKE and STUART HEALY 

 

Mini Reunion at Milton Keynes 
 

I am pleased to announce that the next mini reunion will be on 18th April 2009 and the venue is 
Milton Keynes. This is going to be an evening only event. 
 

The venue:- Wetherspoon Pub, 201 Midsummer Boulevard, Bouverie Square, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks, MK9 1EA (five minutes walk from station) – it is large and well lit. The manager will 
cordon off a space in the pub for OBA use only. 
 

Accommodation: - Travelodge and Jury’s Inn are very close by for those wishing to stay. 
 

Other options: - There are plenty of options to do in MK to make it a worthwhile day or weekend 
trips such as dry ski slopes, walks, shopping etc. 
 

Getting there: - MK very accessible for OBA members from places such as Birmingham, 
Coventry and London by fast direct trains and is off the M1 and M40 for other routes by car 
(less than 1 hour from London M25) 
 

If you are going please email Clive Boswell - Clive.Boswell@fco.gov.uk  so that he can inform 
the Wetherspoon Pub the number of people coming, thanks           C.Boswell 

mailto:gibbins3364@aol.com
mailto:Clive.Boswell@fco.gov.uk


Old Burwoodians 
 

09 David Kettle, having got a degree in Science went 
on to found the Deaf Astronomy Association.  (See 
separate article. Ed.) 
 

27 Christopher Davies, after again visiting 39 Richard 
Willson and doing further work in his garden,  had a 
wonderful holiday in Peru over Christmas, visiting 
Macchu Picchu on Christmas Day and Lake Titicaca on 
the 27th.  He says that he had to drink cocoa tea to 
soothe away sickness caused by the thin air.  He is 

now thinking 
about choosing 
from Cuba, 
Costa Rica, 
Croatia or 
Portugal for his 
next 
holiday.(255 
Mark Flower 
has also been          

Cbristopher at Macchu Picchu    to Peru,  P,17) 
                                  222 Leslie Banks and Trudi spent Christmas sweating 

under the sun in Singapore 
celebrating their Christmas 
and New Year out there with 
Leslie's dad and his partner. 

 

76 Raymond Lee and Lesley, on holiday in the Costa 
Blanca, took over a whole restaurant last September to 
celebrate their 30th wedding anniversary, inviting 16 
friends to join them. 
 

102 David Bullock says,”  I am fine and have been " 
retired" for the last 18 months. I now have a part time 
job as a support worker  to a young Deaf man who has 
a mild Autism working in a kitchen at a Day Centre. 
Also I am the Chair of Hampshire Deaf 
Association which has an annual turnover of one million 
plus.  At the same venue where the BDA had a 
Conference which I attended for a day, in the evening I 
met 99 Mark Heaton who is well and busy at his place 
of work at Preston University where he works as a 
senior lecturer / Course leader. He is now a 
Grandfather.”  

134 Paddy Chee wrote some time ago, “I shall 
continue my residence here in the United States, but I 
will DEFINITELY spend a lot of time in England in the 
near future. I don't think I would buy any property in 
London; it is too expensive considering the weak US 
dollar and the stronger British pound.  (I wonder about 
now !!  Ed.)  
 

I went to school for therapeutic massage training two 
years ago and I became a C.M.T ( Certified Massage 
Therapist commonly known here in the USA ). Now I 
am back to school to study Trigger Point Therapy. I 
have set up a BodyWork Studio in San Francisco and I 
am now working as CMT; it is healthier than the dental 
lab work. I want to become a Nationally Certified 
Therapist in a couple of years time.  
 

What about Brazil ?  Yes I am still planning to spend 
time there.   I am here to earn money first, and also still 
do house construction. Perhaps my plans would be to 
work here for 8 months and the remaining 4 months to 
travel to Brazil and the U.K. - each year (and 
Singapore too). 
 

145 Simon Fisher’s wife’s cousin, who is disabled, in a 
wheelchair, won a gold medal at the Paralympics in 
Beijing for boules, and his wife and her family are very 
happy with it. 

 

The Fisher family pets 
Bearded dragon, corn 
snake and 2 geckos 

 
Simon says, “When I was at Brooklands I worked as an 
assembler in a factory then after College I got a job as 
an account assistant in a ‘cash and carry’ and later as 
an administrative assistant for the local council.  Later I 
found a carer’s job for an agency for a hard of hearng 
man with dyslexia and finally as a kitchen porter for a 
large mobile company.  Then I retired and am settled at 
home with my freedom and my pets.”  However, he 
now has a psrt-time job as a handyman / gardener at 
an old people’s home. 
 

 

Rory was two in January and 
had a wee party at home. His 
mummy felt so sad that he's 
not a wee baby any longer 
but a toddler! At the moment 

he's at an ante preschool unit which he enjoys, going 
there three days a week. He’s got a new obsession 
apart from cars, lorries, trains etc - beans on toast!  He 
loves it and would eat it every single day if he could. 
 

In February, Trudi started a new job in Lothian (if you 
wondered where, it's in Edinburgh and surrounding 
area) as a counsellor in a pilot project until March 2009. 
She also had been approved as a SMHFA Trainer 
(Scottish Mental Health First Aid) - It's Mental Health 
Awareness. And she recently started teaching 
Certificate in Counselling Skills course (again!) for deaf 
people in Doncaster. 
 

Leslie went on a three day Basic Survival course in 
April where he had to learn various survival exercises, 
such as escaping from fire on an oil rig, escaping from 
a helicopter underwater, and so on. As part of his job, 
he has to know how to save himself. The experience 
was nerve racking for him but z good thing it only 
happens every 5 years! 
 

Leslie has been away a few times to Poland, Sweden, 
Holland, Estonia, etc during the Spring but his best trip 
would be Belgium last September where he was invited 
to attend the Formula One racing event for the whole 
weekend, and stayed at a five star hotel in central 
Brussels, business class flight, champagne breakfast, 
etc! It was an interesting experience, far different from 
watching F1 on telly!  He will go to Perth (not in 
Scotland, but in Australia) early 2009 for work purposes 
(Trudi is already jealous!). 
 

We went away for our summer holiday in Gran Canaria 
last July, and had a lovely time. A few days before we 
departed, Trudi got a message from the company 
stating that our hotel was not ready to open therefore 
they offered full money back or to go to a different 
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hotel. We decided to go and we were pleased we did 
as the hotel was superb and the boys loved the pool, 
children's disco and kids' club!  It was the first time for 
Rory to go abroad and a few days before we went 
home, Rory had had enough of it all - hot weather, 
swimming, and ended up asking mummy to go home! 
Bradley was too busy flirting with kids' club reps (lovely 
girls) and they loved him therefore no wonder he didn't 
want to go home! 
 

Bradley started his first term in 
his new school - Arcluthie 
School in August and loves it! 
He asked his mummy whether 
she likes kisses/hugs so she 
asked him why.  He said - 'Oh, 
girls at school didn't like my 
kisses at all; they would say 
s them'!  He joined the drama 

club, and was in a show on 17th December.  
 

Bradley invit
other friends to his 5th birthday party in October at the 
local leisure centre with a hired bouncy castle and 
yummy food/cake!  There were 27 kids plus most of 
their parents and Bradley had a wild time! 
 

In November, Trudi left her 30s era, and b
Leslie took her to New York for her birthday trip.  We 
didn't realise it was Thanksgiving weekend therefore 
we enjoyed the experience - big parade plus shopping 
sales! We needed a break after the trip because we 
walked miles and miles! 
 

Trudi and Leslie went to
and had a superb time where the food was excellent, 
even we got fake money notes to spend on a casino 
plus various shows of dancers, Marilyn Monroe and 
Elvis lookalikes, who sang while we all danced! 
 

s Sharp says, “I am still working at Ba230 Jame
Bank P.L.C part-time every Wednesday to Friday as 
my wife Zoe works every Monday to Wednesday and
every Wednesday mum looks after our son Max aged 
22 mths old (Dec 2008) while we work at the same 
building.  I also work another part time Wed, Fri, Sat
and Sun night to do food delivery to go towards our 
house maintenance / repair.  I also look after Max ev
Mon and Tuesday and find that I am extremely busy 
around the house.”  He hopes they can go to Edinburgh 
if there are tickets left (and there are – first come, first 
served!!  Ed.). (See photo page) 
 

e Boswell and Emma  “a254 Cliv
Due at the end of next March!  ☺  “ 

256 David Jones says, “ I have been working
London Pensions Fund Authority for over 5 years: it's 
based in Tower Hill. I successfully passed the exams in
Local Government Pensions Administration stages 1 
and 2.   Candidates must achieve a pass mark from 
70% percent or higher as LPFA expects quality for th
work standard!  I am studying for the Diploma on 
Pensions – the number of subjects is eight!!  At th
moment, the Local Government Pension Scheme ha
just introduced new Regulations as from 1st of April 
2008.  I hope to achieve the Diploma though it does 
take time, Pensions is a very complicated thing so I 

enjoy working for LPFA as there are a lot of challeng
there for me to achieve.  
Leaving Lloyds TSB Bank
thing that happened to me.  I wasn't getting enough 
opportunities that I would have liked at Lloyds and th
I had a successful trip around the world for 8 months!  
Can't believe how quickly time has gone past!  
I took around 900 photos of my travels, imagine
I had my digital camera!  Most of the photos were 
developed in New Zealand and Australia: the cost 
much cheaper down there compared with here, about 
one third off the price here.  
After leaving Lloyds TSB  goi
something I had wanted to achieve. It took time with
planning the places where I would like to go and stay
where, for how long!   This is what I did:-  
June 2002 to Feb 2003  
USA for 3 weeks, stayed a
Hawaii for 5 days  
Flew over the Intern
with a stopover at Fiji  
New Zealand for 6 wee
Island  
Australia for 5 months  
Singapore for 5 days  
Hong Kong for 5 days  
Did plan to go to Malays
unfortunately didn't go there as money ran ou
 

Working for London Pensions Fund Authority is a
interesting job based on looking after members’ 
records, doing calculations and a few other proje
The company provides opportunities for me to take, 
such as training courses, and examinations which I 
have successfully passed (Stage 1 and 2 in Local 
Government Pensions Administration).  Last year, I
received the Self Development award of 2007/2008. 
was a privilege for me to receive the award by which 
the company recognised my ability doing the work I 
deliver and it does make me feel valuable.  
In April 2008 I went to London to watch John
run the London Marathon and it was a privilege for me
to be there to give John my support.  I met him twice 
during his run, at Tower Bridge and the 25 miles 
marker between Embankment and Westminster to
him a banana each time to keep his strength going! 
Watching the Marathon in London is better than 
watching on the TV as you can see thousands of
runners, some of them in their fancy dress / costum
the crowd roaring on the runners and the atmosphere 
was good!  
I had my form
2nd August 2008, and everyone enjoyed it very much.  
It was the 2nd time for our form to get together after the 
first one was held at Clive Boswell's place in 
Northampton during the summer of 2006.” 
  

66 Michael Reid says, “I am still working a2
Direct as Full Time Lead Tutor and I have been wor
there for 5 years now.  I still enjoy it and it is getting 
harder and busy now because I am teaching British 
Sign Language level 3 in Oxford now and it is the same 
in Worcester too. I have 4 tutors and a training 
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co-ordinator who are working for me.  My trainin
department is very busy and my boss is very pleas
that it is running successfully and the training 
department is growing. 

 

Last August, Joanna and I went to La
holiday because it was recommended by my parents 
and their friends so that made us decide to go and we
stayed at the town called Bardolino and it was a lovely 
town. The lake was so beautiful which is very big and 
it looks like sea!  We have visited different towns 
around Lake Garda.  We went to Venice for a who
day and it was so romantic a place to visit and we 
visited Piazza San Marco, Basilica and Rialto Bridge,
etc., and all that was so beautiful.  We didn't go on 
Gondolas because it is a very expensive ride and w
went on the waterbus instead on the Grand Canal and
it was worth it and miles cheaper than Gondolas!! 
 

Last September, we had our form reunion (it happen
every 2 years) and this year we met up at Edinburgh 
for a weekend and we were delighted that Paul Rotten
came to join us after we haven't see him since Mr 
Sayer’s leaving party in 1994.  I met him before in 
April and we exchanged our contact details to keep
touch. It was a good weekend in Edinburgh and we 
had a good laugh about our days at Burwood Park 
School and also our news as what we have been up
to.  It was a great weekend and we were glad that it 
was the full form.  Our next reunion will be held in 
Dublin and we are looking forward to that.  We hav
agreed that when we reach the age of 50 we are 
going to Las Vegas!!  
 

I have seen David Ellin
also Nick Browne because now he is working in 
Birmingham and we've agreed to meet up often f
drink because I live in Solihull, which is not far.  
Funnily enough, his boss is my wife and of cours
wife and I don't talk about our work as we like to 
switch it off when we are at home otherwise it will
like working 24 hours a day! 
84 John Brownlie now work2

at Deaf Connections.  Alan was 18 months at 
Christmas – and walking and so Carly has to k
more of an eye on him and Iain, then 3, around the 
house! 
 

28 Wa3
(London Underground)  (See “My Job”)  One weekend 
late in 2008 he saw Julian Peedle, Oliver Westbury, 
Stuart Wilson, Mark Culver, Mark Hill, Uzma Bawani,
now Mrs Westbury who is married to Oliver Westbury 
and Raju Navaratnarajah.  (He urged the non-member
to become members of the OBA and I do hope they 
have!!  Ed.) 
 

355 Oliver W
last Thursday (Feb 21) and Uzma and baby are fine. 
 

ws      Staff Ne
 

John Clark and Jil
the weekly  Friday Group faith discussion meetings th
they host and the associated monthly magazine they 
publish, their family is flourishing and they keep in clos
touch, including monthly visits to Jill’s sprightly 92 year 
old mother at Arnside in the Southern Lakeland.   
 

Mr and Mrs Fertray are still in La Loge. They have
been blessed with a good year for weather, but the 
local people are definitely congenial and they belong to 
several local associations and the weekly meetings are 
always enjoyable and friendly affairs.  They particularly 
enjoy the Art Club which organises exhibitions as well 
as activities and outings. 
 

He says,”Living in a small
though people are friendly, they live a secluded life: 
properties are well enclosed and you cannot see what 
is happening on the other side of the fence.  And as 
everything is closed on Sundays (and on Mondays 
most of them), we find that access to "Civilisation" is 
too limited for our taste. We now miss life in the UK 
and we long to return to it. The only problem is selling
our property here! On the family side, our 
grandchildren keep on growing.. Jonathan is now 18, 
thinking "university", Jeremy 17 and Anne 12/13! We 
are still well in touch but we feel that things are bound 
to change!  
 

As for Julian
French) in .... Moscow!  
 

There is great comfort in
boys and staff and we are both very pleased to be kept 
on the OBA mailing list.” 
 

Mrs Tatham writes,”  This
two wonderful events. 
 

First of all our Alice ma
moving ceremony conducted by Andrew at Broadway 
Church and then, just a week later, our precious 
grandson Billy, Hugh and Claire's little boy, had 
successful heart surgery performed at Birmingham
Children's Hospital. (aged just one year). He is doing
really well, walking, talking and into everywhere he 
shouldn't go! 
Beside these two things everything else just looks 
insignificant!! 
However we are both still pegging away in Somerse
and still glad we made the move. I now have two jobs, 
having gone back to deaf education by adding a few 
hours a week, in the Hearing Resource Base at the 
local comprehensive in Taunton, to the rest, while 
Andrew is still rushing round those seven churches p
the rural deanery.” 
She adds,”  We'd love to see visitors in the New Year at 
Broadway.” 
 

Mrs Stanley
and Mick have been married for two years and Jerem
is working on his Ph.D. 
 

Mrs Garonzhki (Miss E
village shop – “good for gossip”, she says… 

4 

Mrs Chatwin  acquired 2 more grandchildren (n
last year and says,” What fun it is being a grandparent!
 

Miss Godfrey is very glad to say that she still enjoys 
life at Lancing College.  (By a strange coincidence the
school that our son Ian has been teaching at for some 
years in Lancing has, this January, started the process 
to become an ‘Academy’ under the aegis of the 
Woodward Foundation which is the organisation that 
runs all the Woodward schools, including Lancing 
College, which was the school I attended.  C.S.) 



Mark Flower - Inca Trail - 2nd August to 11th August 2007 
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On Thursday 2nd August - Heathrow airport to Lima.  Got up 
early morning to catch flight to Madrid and then changed flight
from there to Lima airport. There were 19 charity followers with 
two reps and an interpreter from NDCS. I was not looking forwar
to the 12 hours flight from Madrid to Lima!  When we arrived at 
Lima, capital of Peru, we were transferred to a hotel for an 
overnight stay. We all were very exhausted and did not bother 
going out at night as we had to catch an early flight again the 
following day to Cusco. We were treated with a local drink - Pisc
Sours. No need to tell you about it except it was rather a sour 
drink for me!! 
 
Friday August 
caught the flight from Lima to Cusco over the Andes mountains - 
Ah!! W hat an awesome view of mountains and clouds!  Fantastic 
views from above!  We landed in Cusco which is a city at about 
3,600m above sea level.  I felt my heart beating faster and was 
rather exhausted - of course cos of high altitude!  We spent a da
starting on the Inca Trail so that we could acclimatise to the altitude sickness.  In the afternoon, we 
a walk around the town to learn some history lessons about the Inca!  As well for the cocoa leaves – the 
guide said that it is very helpful for altitude sickness but it tasted horrible!!  Finally got face to face with 
Llamas but lucky enough they didn't spit at me!  Some of us did shopping around the town while some 
others spent time in the only English pub in town.  No prize for guessing where I was!!  
 
Saturday August 4th - Cusco.  Got a headache in the morning - took one aspirin and it w

nd half around the town before 

I got suffering from altitude sickness for the rest of our time in Peru!  We went on two small treks around 
Inca ruins near the town -Sacsayhuaman and Pisac.  We 
all were amazed at the way Inca people built - a fantastic 
technique.  We had such a beautiful view of Cusco from 
up the mountains.  I was getting better at high altitude. 
The day was lovely sunny with blue sky.  I was raring to 
start the trek which was the next day!  I had to pack the 
sleeping bag and essential clothing into a duffel bag 
provided from the organiser and it must weigh a max. of 
8kg!  Not easy, I must tell you!! 
 
Sunday August 5th - Cusco to W
(Huayllabamba). Got up early to catch the coa
KM82 via a small market town - Ollantaytambo. At 
Ollantaytambo, many of us purchased some last min
provisions for the trail, including some "magic" sticks like 
KM82 at an altitude of 2,500m.  We met the porters who carried all the camping equipment including
cooking stuff and our duffel bags to each campsite. They even ran past me carrying heavier packages
on their back!  The trail is gentle terrain and gentle ascents to 3,000m at Wayllabamba where our first 
overnight camping was. The sun was shining and there were some stunning views of the mountains.  I 

did feel some exhausting breathings due to high altitude so that challenge had
begun!  We all reached the campsite before dark.  As the group had an odd 
number and I was the tallest of the group, the organiser asked me to have a 
tent on my own while others had to share in two.  I would have it cos there wa
so much more room in the tent for me!!  The tents were on the grass so that I 
have slept all through the night and comfortably!  
 
Monday August 6th - Wayllabamba to Warmiwanu

alking poles.  And then we were off from 

River Pacamayo.  Got up before 6am.  The trail climbs rather steeply along the
banks of the River Llullucha through beautiful cloud forest to Warmiwanuska at
4,200m - the highest point of the trek.  The final steps just before 
Warmiwanuska were very hard as I only could do 10 steps before my breath 
had been taken away!  I was rather exhausted in every 10 steps cos of high 
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altitude and rather hot sun at that time!  Wh reached Warmiwanuska, I was so glad and wept 
few tears from my eyes.  I hugged hard to my walking partner; we had encouraged each other when w
climbed up the steps.  She was so brilliant looking after me the same as I did to her during that trek!  At 
the area, I was shivering a bit as the winds blew over the peak but there were some awesome views of 
mountains’ peaks and some clouds went past the peaks. Such beautiful views!  And then we walked 
down the steep decent to the camp at 3,600m with such a nice view from my tent before dark and in the 
morning. 
 
Tuesday August 7th - River Pacamayo to Runkuraccay to Phuyupatamarka to Winaywayna.  Before we 
started on walking, I knew that it would be such a long day with about 11 hours of walking!  We started 
off on a steep ascent to the small archaeological site of Runkuraccay – a small Inca lookout site.  And 
then we walked up to 4,000 m high before down a rather deep decent to such a well-preserved Inca site, 
Sayac Marca (3,600m), and then continued through stunning cloud forest to Phuyupatamarka (meaning 
Town above the Clouds) for lunch break. After lunch, we walked continuing through the forest and man-
made tunnel that was done by Inca time and then to an Inca site, Intipata, - a large farming site on the 
hillside.  Onward to the campsite at Winaywayna which has hot showers and bar at last!!  This campsite 
was our last night sleeping in tents before Machu Picchu.  Some of us spent the few last hours before we 
went to our tents in the bar to celebrate that we had done such a long trail behind us!!  
 
Wednesday August 8th - Winaywanya to Intipunku to MACHU PICCHU to Agua Calientes.  We got up at 
4.30am so that we could reach Intipunku (Gates of the Sun) for sunrise.  I walked off with only two others 
in front so that I tried to reach there before too late!  During that walking, we have seen such changing 
sceneries because of the sunrise.  When we reached Intipunku, there was a flight of steep stairs up to 
the site.  I reached the top of stairs and immediately I saw Machu Picchu.  Such an emotional time as I 
wept a few tears as it was such a beautiful view with 
Machu Picchu in the distance.  We could see the 
movement of the shadows down so that we could see 
Machu Picchu in such bright light.  A stunning view!  
Incredible sight!  Took many pictures before 
descending to the site. Machu Picchu, at 2,500m, is 
such a large site.  Explored around Machu Picchu with 
guides.  In the afternoon, we caught a bus down to 
Agua Calientes where we stayed in a hotel overnight.  
After lunch, some of us went to Hot Spring baths to 
cool our legs down - Nice! In the evening, we all had 
our farewell dinner.  They chose me to make a small 

speech before a 
presentation for our 
organiser!  Thanks but glad that it went well!  Went to a karaoke bar 
into the early morning!  
 
Thursday August 9th - Agua Calientes to Cusco.  After a good sleep 
on a bed at last after three nights camping!  In the morning, we 
caught a train from Agua Calientes to Ollantaytambo. The carriages 
have a glass roof so that we all could have a good view of mountains 
above us.  At Ollantaytambo, we caught a coach to Cusco as it was 
much quicker than train!  We had some great scenery en-route to 
Cusco.  We had last minute shopping around Cusco.  Went to a bar 
in the evening for the last night of the holiday! 
 
Friday August 10th - Cusco to Lima to London.  Caught early flight 
from Cusco to Lima.  Spent free afternoon in a shopping centre in 
Lima.  I was amazed when I read the notice outside the shopping 
centre mentioning - "Don't bring the food, drinks or guns inside".  

GUNS?!?!?  My god!!  Bought some more stuff to take home.  Caught the overnight flight in the late 
afternoon to Madrid before going on to Heathrow. 
 
Saturday August 11th - Arrived home exhausted but was missing the Inca Trail and the group very much 
as it was such a brilliant time!  Wanted to go back and start it again at the beginning of the trail!!  I am 
glad that I did that trail as it was so brilliant and a lot of beautiful sights on the way.     Mark Flower 
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Peter’s 60th birthday 
Mark Hart, Ron Gibbins, Michael Towler, Stuart Healy, 
Ian Cooke, Peter Mowat, Roy Staines, Richard Willson, 

Geoffrey Eagling and Katie Mowat 

Final Word.  If you feel that some of the photographs throughout this edition are too small I do 
apologise, but, once again, I am happy to say, it has been a squeeze to include all the splendid 
articles you have sent.  Ed. 


