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I hope you find this an interesting edition – your Editor was not in mint 
condition over the Autumn and Winter, so this edition has only recently 
been assembled. 
 

For No 29 I’m hoping to restart Profiles – do contact me by email if you 
could contribute to one – especially if you are a YOB – Young Old 
Burwwoodian – we NEED you to keep us going !! 
 

I was very interested to realise how many OBs have written or 
published books – I hope you find this information as interesting as I 
do.  There will be other books to tell you about in No 29. 
 

We regret the very recent news about Michael Hanrahan and Geoffrey 
Horne.                                                                                          C.S. 
2 
Remember the webpage  
http://www.oldburwoodianassociation.co.uk 
 

BIT is supported by 
The Burwood Foundation 
under the auspices of the 

Ewing Foundatiion 

Chairman 
Stuart Healy 
21 Kings Approach 
Bramley 
Leeds   LS13  1AH 
stuarthealy21@btinternet.com 

If you have any comments, queries or ideas for future issues, contact one of us above.
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Very Good News 
 
Robin Fox is alive and well.  The Old Burwoodian Association had been informed that he had died 
and had no reason to doubt the information – which was completely wrong, - and we then 
announced it at Edinburgh, 
 
We do humbly apologise to Robin and to all OBA members, but are delighted to give you all the 
true, good news. 
 
When Mark Twain, the American author, read his own obituary in a newspaper he is supposed to 
have sad, “The reports of my death are greatly exaggerated.”     Ed.  
 
                             Our Presents from the 50th OBA Anniversary Reunion                               
 

This is the splendid commemorative 
paper-weight that OBA members 

received at the Edinburgh Reunion. 

                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Mrs Sayer and I were absolutely  
           delighted to receive this beautiful 
           bowl from the OBA at the Reunion, 
 
   
Memories by Michael Reid and Mr Sayer 
 

(Reading Michael’s memories gave me memories of my time at school.   C.S.) 
 
I am a bit fed up that people now are moaning about freezing weather that we are having at the 
moment and in the last few weeks.  During my Burwood Park days, I never forget playing football 
in terrible freezing weather and we had a frozen pitch much of the time and we had to play for 1½ 
hours on every Saturday morning.  Some of the boys were not good at football and they had to 
stand and chatted with each other in the back of the goal area and it was freezing cold and their 
hands had to be put inside their shorts to keep them warm! I was OK at that time and I enjoyed 
playing football in this weather or any kind of weather because I love football and freezing 
weather never really bothered me because I was too busy chasing the ball and keeping me warm 
while others were standing and couldn't be bothered to chase the ball!  
 
When the game finished all the boys including me had to run for any sink we could find to put our 
hands in under the hot water before heading to the shower!  
 
( When I read this it reminded me so much of my time at school!!  We played Rugby in all 
weathers and as I read Michael’s description I can clearly remember our returning to school after 
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Games with old fashioned football boots on, with the long laces tied in a double knot, and our 
fingers being FAR too cold to start trying to undo them.  We had to sit on our hands on a radiator 
to warm them up before we could get our boots off …   Like Michael I had no problem with this.  
 
However, in the Summer it was a very different kettle of fish!  We had an open-air unheated 
swimming pool and I was always rather skinny.  After about 5 minutes in the water I was freezing, 
too cold to swim and just hung onto the side of the pool, miserably.  We had to stay in for 15 
minutes, I seem to remember!!  Maybe it wasn’t quite as awful as I remember but school 
memories can be very vivid – and interesting …   Ed.)  
 
I just realise that we were really fit at school because we did a different kind of sport everyday 
from Monday to Saturday (not Wednesday, I think.  Ed.) and some of them did 5 days because of 
going home for the weekend and I never went home for the weekend during my 5 years because 
it was too far for my parents to pick me up and it has never bothered me. Everyday we did sport 
in Burwood Park apart from Sunday, well, I remember some of us did play on Sunday in our own 
time and I've missed that and I don't think all schools would do that now, maybe 3 times a week? 
 
( We also had a lot of sport at both the schools I went to.  At Lancing they played football but I 
had developed asthma, so I could not run as fast as the ball was rolling – so I was useless!   We 
had to do games 4 afternoons a week and if you could not play any other game you had to go for 
a 5 mile cross country run.  There were two of us with asthma and we went on a lot of 5 mile 
runs!  I am not sure what ‘health and safety’ would say about that now, but it seemed reasonable 
to us at the time – and I do not think it did me any harm …    
 
They had fives and squash courts, which are games where you do not have to run very far: 
another boy taught me squash and I enjoyed playing both games when I could get a court.  
When I got to Oxford I seem to remember that I became the fixture Secretary for the Hertford 
College squash team - all because I had developed asthma at Lancing…   
 
So I was very happy to start squash with the boys at Burhill Golf Club where they had 3? courts.  
One of my memories is when Mr Wood came with me to play…  Only once!!!!  He was so 
determined to win that he rushed around the court so wildly that I really thought he might have a 
heart attack!  Another member of staff also played only ONCE – he ran headfirst into the wall!  
Ed.) 
 
Speaking about sport, I've become a member of Birmingham Deaf golf last November and I met 
the chairman of Birmingham Deaf golf.  He is a nice chap and he is the same age as me and I 
always think that a chairperson is usually an old person and I was wrong!  I asked him if I could 
join because I want to play regularly and get fit and improve my game and he kindly accepted 
and was looking for a new member. Because before, I played squash and tennis with my mate 
and we played regularly but now it is getting less and less because my mate is finding it difficult 
to get time off to play with me because he has got 4 kids.  I understand, so that's why I had to 
change my sport to keep going and keep fit.  
 
I was the best golfer in Burwood Park and I beat my form  and 
won the cup when I was Form 5 and I have got the photo of it 
and I believe the cup is now in my parents’ loft!   I remember 
the professional’s name is Graham, and he taught us how to 
play golf every Friday during the spring and summer terms 
when we were Forms 4 and 5.  I remember the Burhill Golf 
Club golf course was beautiful.  But of course we didn't play 18 
holes there, only in the practice area to improve our swings a
do a competition.  

nd 
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At the moment, I am enjoying playing golf with Birmingham Deaf golfers and I am meeting new 
Deaf people and some of them, I already knew.  When I was young, I always played golf with my 
Dad and my brother.  My Dad is still playing golf twice a week with his Old Boys club.                                   
Michael Reid and Mr Sayer 
 

Burwood Park Foundation 
Burwood Park Foundation – the work goes on....I thought readers of the Boars in Touch would be 
interested to hear of the current work of the Foundation. 
In addition to financially supporting your publication, the Burwood Park Foundation is continuing to 
support deaf children - in two key ways. 
One was the funding of equipment for a specialist centre for deaf children and families, a part of 
the Shropshire Telford and Wrekin Sensory Service. This multiagency centre was the brainchild of 
the late Andrew Broughton who was head of the service for the previous twelve years (formerly 
teacher of the deaf at Hamilton Lodge and Mary Hare). The centre is equipped with a meeting 
room for families and an audiology suite with the latest equipment to diagnose deafness and do 
hearing aid fitting reviews. It forms part of an interagency service to enable professionals in Health, 
Social Services and Education to work seamlessly for the benefit of its clients. The parents’ room 
has recently been renamed in Andrew’s memory. 
                     

                       
 
The other key focus of the Foundation is work with deaf 
children who have additional learning needs - a project 
known as ‘deaf+’.  I am Joyce Sewell-Rutter the Education Consultant who heads up this aspect of 
the Burwood Park Foundation; the role was created in late 2007. I work 3 days a week in London 
and the South East supporting teachers who work with children with challenging needs such as 
autistic spectrum condition, visual difficulties, specific literacy issues, emotional and behavioural 
difficulties. I make individual visits to schools and services and work with the staff and customise 
any training to the needs of the individual young person and the learning context.  The work is 
funded by the Burwood Park Foundation and administered through the Ewing Foundation.  
It is recognised that there are at least 40% of deaf children who have some additional need but 
often the support is aimed at the deafness and not at the combined impact. Specialist advice is 
often available within a local authority but once deafness is noted the responsibility is often handed 
back to the teacher of the deaf or the school who might not have the experience or resources to 
deal optimally with the child or young person. I am available to come in and help the staff by 
offering expertise and suggest additional initiatives, strategies and resources. Over the last 30+ 
years I have worked with deaf children aged 0-16 in a range of placements, and in units and 
residential schools and in particular have met many challenging youngsters.  Having qualified more 
recently as an educational audiologist and with skills in IT and media I try to ensure that recent 
technological innovation can support learning. 
In addition to programmes of support we have run a successful training event for mainstream 
teachers and assistants to raise their understanding of deafness and the impact on language 
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development, focusing on how to offer the best support in the busy primary classroom. Our 
second training day in October is using software programmes to help the pupil with language 
learning, reading and writing.  
I conclude by acknowledging that it is important to remember some of the old ways too as 
educational outcomes today are not always what they were or might be. It would be interesting to 
hear from Boars in Touch readers exactly what influenced them most at school. What comes 
across in each edition of the newsletter is the strong bond of community experienced at Burwood 
Park School and the positive self image afforded each pupil through success in some area of 
school life. My own belief is that self esteem and opportunity are the strongest of all contributors to 
success and fulfilment.  
My hope is that this Burwood Park work helps to give these in greater measure to deaf+ children 
and young people.  If you wish to know more you can contact me via 
                                                                                                 burwood@ewing-foundation.org.uk

                                                                          Joyce Sewell-Rutter  November 2010 
 
Remember – “It would be interesting to hear from Boars readers exactly what influenced them 
most at school.”             Ed. 
 
The Burwood Archive 
 

Photographs.  At Edinburgh there were a few copies of the first draft DVD of Burwood 
photographs – something like 2,500 of them, from 1955 to 2005.  As many as possible were 
named, with printed lists supplied.  This is an on-going project: there will eventually be over 3000 
on a DVD which will be for sale and will go into the Archive.   The Reunion Video  An anonymous 
donor has funded an Edinburgh Reunion Video free to all who attended and available to all from 
the OBA.  C.S.  
 

Your Committee met at Stuart Healy’s in Leeds in February 

 
Rear  M.Flower, R.Taylor, J.Jenner, L.Banks   Front  M.Towler, R.Gibbins, R.Willson, S.Healy, M.Bogard 
 
 

mailto:burwood@ewing-foundation.org.uk
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                                       Old Burwoodians’ books 

 

It occurred to me that Old Burwoodians have produced a number of very 
different and interesting books and that the Boars in Touch should let all our 
readers hear about these most interesting initiatives.  If you know of any others, 
let me know     Ed. 

 

                           
 
            Hamish Rosie’s auto-            Nicholas Sturley’s book      Brian Whalley’s book 
            biography is a delightful        is based on the Milan          records the history of   
            story of his life, from              Congress, which chose      British Deaf Tennis in  
            Orkney to his job in              oralism for deaf education,  superb detail, based 
            London, beautifully               and develops into a             on massive research, 
            illustrated                             dramatic fantasy tale.           and includes a fine DVD. 
 

                   a     b    
                                 
            Colin Sayer’s book,                      
           considers Mankind and         
           our place on this planet        
           and in the Universe.  A         
           layman asks many                
           searching questions.           . 

a Andrew Plaster has researched the Organ branch of his 
family.  After brief histories of Berkeley and North Nibley, he 
follows branches of the family to Australia, New Zealand, 
Watchet in Somerset, 6 areas in England and Bristol itself. 
There are maps, pictures and family trees, baptisms, 
marriages and burials from parish records.   347 pages      
b  Andrew’s first book researching his family. 
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← 
50 years ago this year (2010) 
the Old Burwoodian 
Association, formerly Burwood 
Park School Old Boys 
Association, was formed by the 
Governors, staff and old pupils 
on July 15 1961 but there were 
some arranged events during 
1960 - some matches against 
the school and also preparing 
to set up the first committee 
meeting at Burwood Park 
School.     
The magazine contains 
information  (not fully, some 
papers being missing) about 
sports, activities, old pupils and 
dinners etc both inside and 
outside Burwood Park School.

                 
 
           ‘Sayer Press’ first book         
           is his cousin’s account          
           of landing early on D-Day     
           in Normandy and fighting     
           with t
           to Arnhem: spell-binding.         

he Green  Howards    . 

The British Deaf History Society, whose officers include Peter Jackson, Raymond 
Lee and Geoffrey Eagling, has published 47 books so far, including the two below …. 
 

                                   
       
         Mr Sayer provided the          Burwood Year and Sport          Peter Jackson’s most 
         photographs and text            photographs from 1956            recent Deaf Crime  
       for this “snapshot of               to 1996 with almost all              book, one of nine  
        BPS history”.  Raymond        the names involved. A co-.        that he has written. 
        Lee created and                     operation between G. 
        designed the book.                 Eagling,R.Lee and C.Sayer 
 
The British Deaf History Society has so far published 47 books, about 15 written or edited by 
Raymond Lee, 7 by Peter Jackson, .3 by Geoffrey Eagling and 1 by Peter Brown. 
 
Peter Jackson has also produced 9 true deaf crime books, ranging across the world, and 2 
definitive books on “Deaf History, Britain’s Deaf Heritage” and “A Pictorial History of Deaf Britain.”  
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How to get these books 

My Island   H.Rosie    £9.99 from www.forestbooks.com 
Milan          N.Sturley    £14.99* www.milan1880.com (signed) or www.forestbooks.com 
Deaf Tennis B.Whalley    £10 + £5 postage    bdwhalley@o2.co.uk   
Is Mankind Intelligent ?  C.Sayer      £9.00*  from C.G.Sayer  (see BiT front cover) 
Organ  Family History    A.Plaster    £20.00  plus postage details from www.organ.id.au  
Unitarian Organ Family  A Plaster     Only 5 copies left, being kept for future family members 
Liberation of Europe       G.Wilson     £5.80*  from C.G.Sayer  (see BiT front cover) 
OBA 50 Year Diary       R.Gibbins   £15* Cheque to Old Burwoodian Association to be sent to 
                                                              OBA at R.Gibbins’ address (see BiT front cover) 
Memories of Burwood   BDHS    £10 + £2.80 postage 
Burwood Years and Sport photographs    BDHS     £16 + £3.60 postage 
Deaf Crime books       P.Jackson    from jackson@deafbooks.com 
 * inc postage 

2011 – 2015 Programme for Old Burwoodian Association 
 
August 27th 2011 Mini Reunion at Wembley for Rugby League Cup Final 

There will be the same arrangement annually – ask Michael Towler for further details 
about Rugby League Cup Final 2012 – 2015 
 

2012   (Wine Tasting) 
 
March/April 2013 Grand Reunion at York – See Below 

 
2014   Mark Flower and John Jenner will arrange to have a youth Mini Reunion. 
    
September 2015 Grand Reunion 

Where, this depends on members wanting to go through a survey that is given out at 
York. It will be a weekend event. 

 There will be a small display with Sales 
   There will be a Guest of Honour 
   There will be small presentation speeches 
   There will be raffles and questionnaires 
   There will be a General meeting on Sunday 
 

Grand Reunion 2013 
 

The next Grand Reunion will be in York in March/April 2013. Michael Towler and Stuart Healy will be the 
organisers. The Grand Reunion will be a weekend event with dinner on Saturday Evening at the same hotel. 
There will be a small display with some Sales. There will be no Guests of Honour but there will be small 
speeches with no presentation. There will be raffles and questionnaires during the weekend. Hopefully it will 
be up to 200 guests including some outsiders to join, it will be a first come, first served basis. Finally there 
will be no General Meeting and a survey handout will be given to members for what they think about the 
2015 Grand Reunion and the next venue will be decided on that Sunday morning. 
 

Michael and Stuart will give further details later in the next BiT. 
 

 DVD, Grand Reunion 2010 Edinburgh 
 

A donor, who would not give his name, gave £250 to OBA for something that he/she wants OBA to 
remember about the Grand Reunion 2010 Edinburgh. Colin Sayer and I did make the decision to have a 
DVD for each member who went to the Edinburgh Reunion. The DVD takes about an hour. The DVD will be 
included with the BiT to each member who went to Edinburgh. 
 

For those who did not go to the Edinburgh Reunion last September and want to have the DVD, you can pay 
£5 for a DVD. 
 

http://www.milan1880,com/
http://www.organ.id.au/
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February 12th 2011    Disaster Morning     R.Gibbins 
 

I arrived at Kings Cross Station about 6.45 am and went to the ticket machine to collect tickets but the 
tickets did not come out of the machine using my credit card and I did try to use other machines but nothing 
worked. I had already paid £105 for the tickets about three months ago. So I went to the ticket information to 
explain about the problems on the ticket machines, but they cannot do anything about it due to the credit 
card’s problem so they asked me to pay £430 for the journey to Leeds for the OBA meeting, so I called the 
manager to whom I did explain the problems so he offered me to sell the tickets for five people at £292. 
They advised me to write to complain to the Rail Company. Another committee member did have the same 
problem but the ticket information did give him the tickets using his credit card. It worked for him not mine!!!!  
Beforehand I knew there will be Rail Engineering work up to Peterborough. The train left on time at 7.23am 
for Huntingdon for another train to Leeds at 8.40am. But unfortunately the train arrived at Huntingdon 6 
minutes late and I thought the train at Huntingdon would wait for us but the train had left already. People on 
the train were furious and so we had to travel to Peterborough to catch a train to York for Leeds. I did ask a 
rail officer for which platform to go to York/Leeds. Before he told me I showed him the tickets and he was 
saying we had to pay for the tickets from there to York and I refused and went to the platform to catch a train 
to York. I did ask another rail officer if we could use 1st class seats. He said that we could.  After we had a 
coffee for free, the ticket inspector came and told us to move to 2nd class. So we went to the second class 
and found it was full so we all returned to first class and ignored the ticket inspector after we wrote a note for 
him to read but he did not read it and walked away.  
One committee member who was waiting for us at Leeds Station, texted me saying that the train left 
Huntingdon at 8.40am, arrived at Leeds Station on time that was 10.35pm.   Six minutes late made an hour 
late arriving at Leeds Station.  
At last we arrived at York and a few minutes later another train arrived for Leeds in which we arrived at 
11.30am. That is over four hour’s journey; normally it is 2 hours 25 mins to get to Leeds from Kings Cross. 
So we ordered a taxi to the meeting where we started at 12 noon.  
 

Brilliant Afternoon  
The meeting went very smoothly and the new committee members did do very well and I am so pleased 
that everything went smoothly. The meeting lasted three hours including 45 mins for lunch. We had a great 
lunch, thanks to Karen Healy and her twin sister Kim making dinner for us as well to the chairman. After 
about 3.30pm we all sat and chatted till about 4.15 pm for one committee member to go home to Aberdeen. 
We all had tea then we all left the house about 5.30pm for Leeds Station by taxi. The time for the train 
leaving Leeds was 6.40pm.  
 

Another disaster evening  
We were supposed to leave Leeds at 6.40pm but it was delayed for about an hour due to Rail Engineering 
work on cables. So the train left at about 7.35pm for Kings Cross and we expected to arrive about 10.30pm 
but the train stopped so often for a long time. We did ask the ticket inspector about what time to arrive at 
Kings Cross, and she said perhaps about 12 midnight, and we did tell her our problem to get home from 
Kings Cross so she would order a taxi for us. Finally we arrived at Kings Cross at midnight and waited on 
the platform with a lot of people wanting to go home by taxi paid by the rail company. One fare was £53 and 
the other was £92. I will complain to the rail company about the tickets and train delaying to and from Leeds.  
 

The person who travelled to Aberdeen -  it took him six hours to get there – that is normal, arriving at 11pm.  
But we all had an enjoyable day, sitting on the train laughing, joking, chatting etc.  
All went home about 1am apart from one committee member arriving home about 2am.  
 

WHAT A DAY FOR US TO GO TO THE OBA MEETING.   WE ALL WANTED TO GO TO THE MEETING!!!!   
AND IT WAS WORTH IT!!!  ! HOPE IT WILL NOT HAPPEN AGAIN NEXT TIME!!!!    R.Gibbins 
 
Dubai 2011 Cruise 
 
On January 30th of this year, there was a cruise from Dubai, United Arab Emirates, touring round the 
Persian Gulf for a week.  But it was no ordinary cruise; it was filled with 180 Deaf people plus four BSL 
interpreters amongst other hearing guests. It was a special occasion because it was organised by the World 
Deaf Travel UK, celebrating 20 years in existence. Behind this business is Ian Funnell, a Northern 
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at places such as the 
 

rp 
ped at Dubai for the last day and we took the interpreted coach tour of the city. Dubai 

f 
 

re we had the 

, 
 

that I didn’t know of and I’m very tempted to disclose them here, but I won’t… 

Westerner, who has been organising holidays all over the world for Deaf people for the last 20 years. 
This cruise is his first-ever venture and his largest group yet. 
 We flew from four airports – Heathrow, Gatwick, Birmingham and Manchester – almost at the same time 
between 8pm and 8.30pm on Sunday evening of January 30th for a six-hour overnight flight to Dubai. On 
arrival at 7am local time (2am here), we were all transferred by coach to the port where our ship, Brilliance 
of the Seas, was docked - a huge luxury cruise liner, 14 storeys high and as 
long as the entire length of Burwood Park School’s front field.                                        
Soon I discovered that I was not the only Old Burwoodian there. Stuart Healy, 
the OBA chairperson, was there and so were Allan Sharp, Ken Wheatley, 
Simon Fisher and Jonathan Wlliams. I was, unfortunately, the youngest of the 
lot! They all came with their wives while I came with my close friend, Richard. 
 The ship set off at 6pm for the first stop; Fujairah, where some of us 
disembarked for an interpreted four hour coach trip round the area, visiting a 
fort and sightseeing.  However, the interesting thing about it was that it was 
mainly resided in by foreign people because of its rich oil business.                    Nick Sturley + Stuart Healy 
 Others had stayed behind to relax and use the ship’s facilities such as swimming, gym, sauna, crazy golf, 
rock climbing (yes, it does have that) and so on. The ship then went to Muscat, Oman, next day for a two-
day stop. We visited one of the several mosques. Because of the Islamic laws, women had to wear full 
clothing from neck to ankle, wrist to wrist and their heads covered by scarves with their face and hands 
being only visible to enter a mosque. Men were allowed to wear knee long shorts and T-shirts although. 
With the 30° heat, it must be pretty uncomfortable for women and that was only the winter season: the 
summer can reach up to 50° Celsius. We had observed that the local women had to wear full-blown black or 
dark coloured dress with scarves on their heads while the men mostly wore thin white clothing. 
 We also sought and haggled for bargains at their souls (markets), went round the town and relaxed on the 
docked ship. 

 The next whole day was spent cruising along the Persian Gulf, so the ship threw in a 
variety of activities for their guests. Burwood Park School had always looked for 
potential when it came to enrolling new boys. Well, the school can now pride itself that 
Stuart Healy won the Sexy Legs contest against several Deaf and hearing men! 
Another one for the school’s Hall of Fame! 
← Stuart’s Sexy Legs 
 The ship then docked at Use’s capital, Abu Dhabi, for a 
day. Some of us had taken the open top double Decker 
bus to go round the extremely open spaced city, stopping 
malls, the Grand Mosque (According to Ken Wheatley and 

his wife  it was so huge that they couldn’t go round the place fully) and rugs &
carpets shops. I managed to haggle down a $800 Persian rug for $120 (UAE can 
accept American dollars alongside the Arabian currency), which was a great 
bargain – well, the two men wouldn’t give up selling it to me, so the deal was   
finally made at the bus stop outside their shop after much haggling!                     Stuart Healy + Alan Sha
The next day, we stop
is a rapidly growing city with several American-style buildings. Having already been to New York and Las 
Vegas myself, Dubai is a sort of hybrid of both cities (albeit no casinos as gambling is illegal there). Two o
its famous landmarks include Burj Al Arab, a seven-star hotel shaped like a sail and Burj Khalifa, the world’s
tallest building at 2,717 feet high. As not many of us have had the opportunity to explore the city more due 
to lack of time, I suspect that some of us would definitely return to Dubai for a short break. 
Each night during the week’s cruise, we all dined at either the ship’s premier restaurant whe
gourmet three-course meal or used the open plan buffet restaurant. All were inclusive. I had the good 
fortune to share the same table with Ken Wheatley at the former as we were able to chat about his son
Mark, who was in a Form below mine and we both told each other some of the revealing things about him
that neither of us knew about! He enjoyed the story most about the infamous boxing match I had with Mr 
Lucas during a PE lesson in the gym because I had overhauled Mark for his annoying behaviour towards 
me and got caught by Mr Lucas and watched by my Form as well as Mark’s form outside through the gym 
windows. “Pick boys your own size!” the sports teacher told me. Ken also told me other things about Mark 
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ed. Other pleasures included 

ns came together for a quick photocall (see 
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An Interview with Mr Dobbs in July 2006 

 
S. chool for a very long time.  Well 
George, what can you remember about the first time you arrived at the 

wed 
 gardening and the first few days I was 

 very bad.  Then I started and in 
nd then the Headmaster said,” 

d. 

tates Office ? 

Shou ay 

lf people, the Burhill golf people, then they 
 to cut trees and to put fences up and that and I thought lovely work – but t was hard 

S. 
D.  golf course and around the Burwood Park itself because we had to do the trees.  If any 

ad to do them because they had the garden ……..  a big tree down 

t 

 Also, each night there was entertainment, including a magic show by John Hughes, a tango dance show, 
an opera, a comedy show and so on – all of them were sign language interpret
a casino, disco nights and watching live Premiership football. 

 The day of departure came next day and six of us Old 
Burwoodia
photo here) and we all left for home on Monday 7th 
February. Overall, it was a good week’s cruise for 
everyone, I think. There were several other things I 
would have liked to mention here, but I had to stop 
myself from writing another of my trademark epics an
don’t think Colin Sayer would have been too keen fo
this. Besides, I would imagine he had already had 
enough of me when I was the Boar Weekly editor as I 
averaged 14 pages each week and guess who alwa
had to proof read them!                          Nick Sturley 
s  S. Fisher,K. Wheatley, N.Sturley,A.Sharp,S.Healy, J  Willia

(This is the first section of the interview.) 
“D” is Mr Dobbs.  “S” is Mr Sayer. 

Mr Dobbs was the gardener at the s

school?  What did you think of it? 
D. Well, I felt that the building and all the grounds, because they sho
me the grounds, were posh.   I love
working on the borders around the school. 
S. Were the borders already there? 
D. Yes, but they were all overgrown and
a few days you could see the difference a
George, that’s lovely.  The best gardener we’ve ever had.”  Well, that’s what 
he said, because they had a gardener first but I don’t know what happene
S. You came in ’57 or ’58.  
D. I think it was ’58,  Yes, I remember that. 
S. Did you work at Burhill Es

What did this bunch of ra
Colyn Walden, Richard Willson, Keith Williams, John 

scals have in common? 
Pearson, John Hayes, David Lusher, Peter 

Jackson, Gordon Burge, P  Williams. eter Handy, Andrew Lethbridge and maybe Jonathan

  Mr Dobbs in 2005 
D. That’s right, yes.  
S. Yes, do. 

ld I s something about that ? 

D. When I first went to Burwood Park I heard about the go
wanted people
work. 
Was that on the golf course ? 
On the
branches had come down we h
here and the chaps were all  …………  There was a branch  …What happened ? .  Something, 
anyway,  A chap wanted this big branch off his lawn.  It came right over – I’ve forgotten – I think it 
was a cedar and the chap said, “I hope you tie that up all right George.”  So I got up – I had to ge
right to the edge where the big branch reached down, sit on it  then I moved up towards the tree 
itself, then I tied the rope on as they told me how to tie it  at the bottom, which I have done.  It took 2 
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S. 
D. 

or you heard about it, or what? 
o I thought I must try and apply, which I did and, of course, I 

D. nd he said, “ Oh, you seem to know …I said, “ I know a lot about gardens 
ple and for the Estate.  They were going to have me in the 

 was 

S. 
D. . 

nicating with them ? 
ead.  They never did sign, but lipread/  You know, speaking to the boys.  

D.         I mean, I did like ….  I love gardening and the 
lovely. 

D.  there and Mr Watson was the Sports Master. 

not far from … 
es. 

      efore you came. 
me. 

the field. 
r there ……….  by the pavilion. 

 
ilion, yes.  He used to cut it himself, Mr Watson. 

ime when one afternoon there 
derstorm and lightning and I said,” Mr Watson, we will have to make a run for the pavilion 

S. 
D. 

 the kitchen and the boiler 
hing as well ? 

 the kitchen.  See how they 

S. a 
ph of the Aga when they first arrived at the 

school. 

or 3 men to hold that branch when I cut it.  One of them said,” George, I can hear it cracking.”  It 
made a great big bang and the tree started swaying backwards and forwards and I was holding on 
for grim death!  There was no ladder, of course. 
Laughs.   So you had been working for … 
… Burwood Park for about 6 months. 

S. Right.  And then they advertised, did they, 
D. Yes, the school advertised …………. S

got the job straight away. 
S. Mr Wood interviewed you, did he? 

Mr Wood interviewed me a
as I have done a lot for different peo
garden at the back, you know – back of the building - a sort of kitchen garden, so I thought, “ Oh, I 
shall be in one place all the time.”   So it was lovely to be at the school so I went there and there
a lot of labour there and the first week they were very pleased – Mr Wood was – and the boys 
thought it was lovely. 
Did you know they were deaf before ? 
Yes, yes, at the Estate

S. Did you ever have any problem commu
D. No, never, no.  They lipr

“Don’t do that !  I shall get big-headed if you say… “ 
S. Laughs.  Very good. 

They were doing remarks about the garden because,
gardens used to look 

S. Can you remember the front field ?  Was it well kept or was it all rough ? 
It was rough when I first went

S. Already ?  It wasn’t Mr Faragher ?  Ah, right. 
D. No, Mr Watson was there.  Oh, yes, he was there.  Mr….. 
S. Mr Faragher. 
D. Yes, Mr Faragher.  Yes, I remember him because he lived 
S. That’s right.  Yes, y
D. Yes, he went to another place. 
S.   Mr Watson was there b
D. Mr Watson was there when I ca
S. Yes, yes.  And so you and he worked on 
D. It was very ……….  And the field ove
S. Did hey have it in 1958 ? 
D. Yes, they had.   
S.  Oh, they did ! 
D. They had the pav
S. Yes, 
D. The big field, you know, round the buildings.  I can remember the t

was a thun
….. We can’t stand under the trees as we might get 
struck” …  so we made a ..  
… beeline for the pavilion. 
Yes. 

S. And did you work to do with
and somet

D. That’s right, the boiler house.  That’s right, because I 
used to do all the Agas in
were.   
Mrs Eagle, who was the first Assistant Cook, gave us 
photogra
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aid, so I said, “I can soon refuel them and get the clinker and that stuff out and 
  

S. 
D.  

id,” Supposing there was no one in this place…  Well, suppose it was just us 

S. 
D 

It was like a bomb, you know. 
at was gas ..  Was that gas ?  Or did you … ? 

n.  But I tidied all the lot, the boilers.  But that 
t was the heating, you know, the radiators.    

S. 
D. 

ou know, flood, from the boilers. 

er that pump. 
ry day, what with trying to do the garden every 

er and I broke the handle on purpose, so I told Mr Wood,” I’m afraid we 

S. 
D. ectricity which was much better …   

o I said,” You know me.” 
ice one ! 

ry.  A number of your stories …  

’ll have to have some of the 

 
 g at 

 know, 
r 

D. Well, they were there when I came and they said,” Well, it will be your job to look after them,” 
that’s what Mr Wood s
the boys used to do it themselves at the weekend.  They used to put them out.  I don’t know what …
Laughs.  Did they ? 
I was having a cup of tea down n the cellar one afternoon and I said to the young boy who used to
help Mr Watson.  I sa
two, what would you do if a bomb fell” – and suddenly the boiler 
exploded ?  It broke the door?  Gosh, it was ,,,  I ran upstairs - I 
turned the boilers off first – for safety.  It blew the door …  it blew 
both doors off where the kitchen is outside and I looked around 
and there was Mr Wood standing there.  He said,“You look as if 
you’d seen a ghost.”  “I have,” I said.  “The boiler exploded.”  
“Have you turned off .. ?”   I said,” Yes, I’ve done everything.”   
That was the boiler in the cellar ?  
In the cellar.  It blew up. 

S. Goodness! Stair to the boiler Cellar D. Oh, it did make a mess!  
S. Heavens!  And th
D. No, that was oil .. that was oil.   
S. Ah, yes.  Yes, that’s right.  Yes. 
D. Before gas.  We had oil coming i

was the biggest boiler blew up.  I
It was a bang, crash !  He said, “Well, that’s all right.”  I was down in the cellar 
with Mr Wood.  He said, “You have turned off …”  I said,”Yes, I’ve turned off .. 
I’ve turned everything off.  Leave it to me, and … “ 
Yes, and then later I think they changed it to gas. 
That’s right. Yes.  They didn’t have oil after that. 

             It used to get flooded down there. 
S. Oh, I know.  When it rained, you mean? 
D. Oh,no.   Because it used to fill up, y

 The Cellar doorwayS. Oh!  
D. It used to flood.  I used to pump it out with a pump. 
S. Oh, I rememb
D. Yes, I said to this boy, “I’m fed up with doing this eve

day   So I got a sledgehamm
can’t use the handle for the pump as I have used brute force.  
( Much laughter. ) 
So I had to get ….   I went to him again. Then it was done by el

S. Oh, brilliant!  
D. Goodness, trying to get this cleared, so I borrowed the sledgehammer .. 
S. (Laughs) 
D. .. and broke the handle on purpose, so he said,” How did you break .. ?” s
S. (Laughs)  Oh, n

The trees were on the far side 

D. So are you going to put that down ? 
S. Oh yes, that’s a lovely sto

I seem to think ‘trees’ ..   ..? 
D. Another thing, yes.  Mr Wood said,” I’d like that cleared 

down the bottom, so I said,” I
bigger boys, older boys ….. so when I sad that the boys 
said,” Can we take that tree down ?  So I said,” Yes, take 
everything, you know, get rid of it.  Get rid of it.”  
He (Mr Wood) was standing on the step – he 
could see.  “What are you doing ?” he was shoutin
me.  “I didn’t say take all the trees out !” – you

of the tennis court.shouting at me.  (And he really was yelling – I remembe
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S.  were outside the tennis court, weren’t they.  They didn’t belong ….. 

ought you wanted them all cleared.”  “No.  I didn’t want all the trees out.” 

ys in the wrong with Mr Wood, you know..   He said,” All the plants …  I put them in 

S. 

 next Boars in Touch 

A Cuban Holiday 
 

hristopher Davies’ account of his Cuban holiday is a glimpse into a completely different world, 

th 

rriving at the Havana hotel he was welcomed with rum and orange: that evening he was aware 

e visited a local village to see the hole in which Colombian Indian skulls and skeletons were 
.  

th 

hey are called “Indians”, like the “Red Indians”, which is, of course, ridiculous!!  Columbus 
, of 

t 

ear the village was a pair of well-muscled oxen drawing a cart, and horses and other carts, too.  

 
 

e visited Tomoncada barracks, unsuccessfully attacked by Fidel Castro in 1953.  (However, 
hen 

singing !) and the tourists and Cubans applauded his drumming, for which he thanked them. 

hearing it: he was furious !  C.S.)   “Oh, I’l leave it”, I said.  I told the boys,” Leave it” and we did 
leave it. 
Yes, those trees

D. They belonged to the Estate. 
S. Yes. 
D. I said, “I th
S. (Laughs) 
D. Yes, I was alwa

and they die.”  I said,” Well, Mr Wood, I was born with green fingers.” 
Yes, and then you got the garden looking beautiful. 

 

The next section will be in the
 

(C
which exists side by side with our Western world,  Also, Christopher was well aware that Cuban 
history is yet another story of one of “our” military dictators being overthrown, this time not in Nor
Africa now, but in Cuba over half a century ago.  Ed.) 
 
A
how clear the night sky was with Venus and many stars very bright.  After sightseeing in Havana 
and visiting a huge indoor market he flew on to Holguin through torrential rain – and realised that 
the rainy season is from June to November – and this was October! 
 
H
discovered in 1986.  They had been painted white as a form of preservative and looked ghostly
There were also Colombian-style thatched buildings showing how the people looked and lived, wi
a 20-minute re-enactment of their singing and dancing style by people dressed in the Colombian 
Indian style of clothes.   
 
(T
thought (or claimed ?) that he had discovered India by sailing across the Atlantic in 1492, but
course, the Columbians were really “Americans”, except, of course, that they were living there 
LONG before America was called ‘America’ by Western people and LONG before Europeans 
began ‘colonising’ America.  In my encyclopaedia the “history” of Cuba begins in 1492!  
Christopher’s Cuban holiday should make us all think about what we think we know abou
“history”.. Ed.) 
 
N
(Later he saw loads of horses and oxen with carts on roads full of potholes. Ed.)  Nearby a cigar-
smoking Cuban invited the visitors to roam about his farm of poultry, ducks, vegetables and fruit. 
His wife gave them coffee with cassava bread, guava jelly and cheese for lunch.  They made them
very welcome, so Chris gave them 2 towels and various items of clothing that he had with him, as 
shops were miles away and Cuban clothes very expensive.  In the evening he swam in the hotel 
pool in torrential rain. 
 
H
Castro staged another revolution and in January 1959 the dictator, Batista, fled the country.)  T
there was a lot of music in the Casa de la Trova and Chris had a go at playing drums (but not 
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nother group several days later. 

utting grass by the road with a machete (not a sickle).  The 

a, 

, 
 

 right 
and man in the revolution.  Chris also saw trains which had been derailed by Guevara and his 

 
.  

urrounded by fences with baby ones in another pen.  One of 
iles …. 

leaded with me to have a 
ner, 

er 
!                

 
e found that Cuban TV has 32 ch    He visited the ruins of a French coffee 
lantation built by Haitian slaves in 1800 and there he saw avocado trees. 

al Hotel, built in 1930.  
hey saw photographs of famous people who have visited and stayed for holidays, like Errol Flynn, 

t 

h under 
e door so he got a towel and threw it out of the window. 

ore about its history, which is clearly 
ery much still alive.  It all sounds fascinating.  Ed.) 

 
Later he bought himself a drum and played drums with 
a
 
On his way to a splendid botanical gardens he saw a Cuban 
c
botanical gardens had insects, butterflies and dragonflies, 
hummingbirds (Cuba has 4 varieties) and the trees and 
shrubs included Indian Apple, Spanish moss, Acacia, Iqsor
Cuban Pine, huge Bamboo, Ebony, Hibiscus (Chinese 
lantern), beautiful smelling flowers of the Cannon Ball tree, 
and many more, with a field of tapioca plants nearby. 

He saw a statue of Che Guevara in Guevara Revolution Square: he had been Fidel Castor’s

Mexican Mahogany, Tarzan tree (!?)

h
army in 1958 to get ammunition from Batista’s army to continue the revolution.  On another day he
saw the posters still there about the invasion of the Bay of Pigs by Cubans from America in 1961

 
He visited a crocodile farm with big crocodiles in a lake 
s
the lady tourists screamed when she saw the big crocod

 
Later the Cuban guide 
p
ride on an ox with its ow
which lasted about 12 
minutes, so he paid him 2 
pesos.  None of the oth
tourists fancied riding an ox

 

H annels, mostly Cuban.
p
 
From Havana 6 old American cars took the tourists to the enormous Nacion
T
John Wayne, Marlon Brando, Rita Hayworth, Johnny Weissmuller (Tarzan), Frank Sinatra, Ava 
Gardner, Gary Cooper, Clark Gable, Johnny Depp, Rocky Marciano, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Fred 
Astaire, John Ri x, Geraldine Chaplin, Robert Taylor, Cantinflas, Tyrone Power, Yuri Gagarin, Na
King Cole, Walt Disney, Gloria Pine (actress), Alberto Juantorena ( Cuban Gold Medallist Olympic 
Runner ) and lots of famous 1930 to 1990 Cuban music people, including jazz players.  
 
That night he woke up at 1.30 a.m. to have a drink of water – and saw a 1 inch cockroac
th
 
( Christopher saw much more of Cuba and learned much m
v
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Leslie Banks and 
Bradley with their 
medals from the 
Run Balmoral 
(10km and 1km) 

→
← 

n Whal
ing Ewan 

Brya
hold
wth Luke and 
Sue behind

ley 

   
 
 

   

This silver salver was donated to Mr Wood by 
the Old Burwoodian Association when he 

 

Headmaster 1955-1976 

B  
OLD B TION 

retired.  It has now been donated, with a silver 
framed photo of Mr Wood, back to the OBA
by Mr D. Thomas and his family and they 
were on show at the Edinburgh Reunion. 
  

“ W.E.Wood 

Presented by 
URWOOD PARK SCHOOL

OYS ASSOCIA
On His Retirement” 

 
ld Burwoodians 

bered the first OBA Dinner, organised by Lord Boyd and mentioned by CS at the 
, Lord Boyd was generous to hand out extra large cigars. I decided to take one, my 

forward to 
oing on a Middle East Cruise (from Dubai) for a week on 20th March then flying on to Perth for a 2 weeks’ 

nch of my book – “History of British 
eaf Tennis”, funded by the Heritage Lottery Funding.  The launch was held at the conference hall in 

O
 

04 Hamish Rosie remem
Reunion.  He wrote,” Yes
first smoking in my life. I regretted it because I was very sick and had to stay in one of the cubicles in the 
gents downstairs at the Royal Commonwealth Society.   Morag was worried so she sent George Watson to 
investigate.  He found me!   Since then  I never smoked again!!!   A good experience though!” 
 

5 Peter Mowat  wrote recently, “I am on my first week of retirement!  Helen and I are looking 7
g
stay then and then flying to Melbourne for motoring around for a few days then back to Dubai then going 
home on 17th April.”   He met Mrs Furness and other retired staff from Southport School, including Mr 
Henderson.  He is okay but getting slightly frail (Peter thinks he is 84). 
 
126 Bryan Whalley says, “Last March, saw the much long waited lau
D
Gosling Park, Welwyn Garden City.  Most of my friends, colleagues and family were there to witness the 
occasion and received a free book and complimentary DVD.  I had 500 books printed and now just under a 
100 books are sitting on a shelf in the garage! 
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I will undergo some physiotherapy treatment for my aging 

located at the back of King’s Cross / 

her in a cold rainy town of Sheringham in a corner of Norfolk!  Needless to say, 

rible History programme and 

lso taken up drum 

n marks as to whether she will be able to continue. She says, “I rather relish the 

nger avoid it.  In keeping with the government’s desire that all teachers should have the same 

king some 

 says,” It was our 25  wedding anniversary on December 6  so we decided to spend a 4 
ights stay at Eurodisney, travelling by Eurostar: from London to Paris there was much snow until Paris.  

on 

nd 
g with Ian and Richard on the carpet after the programme 

ys,”2010 is a great year - we did no refurbishment work and were able to enjoy the 
uition of our home fully with no messes, disruptions. etcl! Our garden has finally got.establishod with 

I’m back on the tennis courts making up lost time for doing the book, coaching a group of deaf people 
and playing some competitive tennis.  Shortly, 
knees and a tennis coaching course in Hertfordshire in the next few months. 
I’m still teaching at Frank Barnes School to a class of six Year 4/5 pupils.  Next month, will be my eighth 
year!  Last September, the school uprooted from Swiss Cottage and re
St. Pancras Stations. The school will remain at the Jubilee Waterside Centre until the construction of a 
state-of-the-art facility at the King’s Cross Development which will be completed in time for the start of the 
2013/2014 school year.  
We had two contrasting family holidays last summer; one in hot and sunny Mar Menor which is situated in 
Murcia, Spain and the ot
which holiday we enjoyed most! In Murcia, we rented a million pound villa with a private swimming pool, 
overlooking a golf course.  Every day, the temperature hit between 30˚c and 38˚c.  We managed to keep 
cool in the shade, swimming in the sea or pool and enjoyed our meals outside. 
Luke is enjoying his weekly dancing lessons on Saturdays at Jam2000.  Much to his delight, he was 
selected to be a part of a singing / dancing group of Victorian children for a Hor
really enjoyed the experience.  His mother however, was at her wits end ferrying him around to endless 
rehearsals and the area was going through some terrible road works at the time and the tail backs were 
miles long.  The programme is due to be shown sometime next year – watch this space! 
Ewan joins him for the weekly swimming lessons and cubs.  They’ve had some tennis coaching with a 
coach at my club as they would not listen to their father’s instructions!  Ewan has a
lessons which he is enjoying and has broken my wooden spoons by practising on upturned saucepans a 
little too enthusiastically! 
Sue continues to work for Harrow Association of Disabled People part-time although the funding finishes in 
April so there are questio
idea of doing something different although whether that will be possible in the current climate remains to be 
seen.  I also teach three classes, the newest being Basic English to Deaf Adults which I am really enjoying.  
The ages range from 23 – 85 and I never cease to be amazed that deaf people can get through life without 
Basic English skills like reading and writing their name!  Most of them are refugee’s and had to give up 
education at an early age due to a crisis in their country.   They are such a nice group and I have had to 
resort to some pretty dramatic acting to get my meaning across at times but it feels good when ONE gets 
the picture!   
After managing to get to nearly half a century without a maths qualification myself, I have hit the wall running 
and can no lo
qualifications (no, we are not paid any more money for doing so and school teachers get paid more than 
those in further education – so much for equality!) I have been going to Learn Direct to get my Level 2 
Numeracy.  It has been a learning curve and I have had lots of words with the computer which drags up this 
disapproving face and provides a wagging finger every time I get a calculation wrong (which is often).  This 
has not gone down very well!  This saga continues and will continue for some time to come ....... 
We continue to be involved in Deaf Church and will be moving to new premises in January.  We have a new 
vicar who is larger than life in every sense of the word with a more traditional approach which is ta
getting used to.”   
 
145 Simon Fisher th th

n
The hotel is nearby Disneyland and had free bus rides between them.  We had a lovely bedroom and lovely 
meals   We went shopping and walked around Disneyland which we think was fantastic.”  They also went 
the Dubai cruise and Christine suggested that I could help the organisers of the Fun Bingo and we were 
rewarded by meeting the Captain in his cabin.   
He  remembers watching wrestling on Saturday afternoons, - Giant Haystacks, Big Daddy, Mal Sunders a
Mick McManus.  (The Editor remembers wrestlin
each week - with the dog joining in vigourously.)  Simon and his son went last year to Skegness to watch 
American wrestling.  
 
254 Clive Boswell sa
fr
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lle is now nearly three years old and is such a character (some would say a right little madam!).   
he enjoys her nursery and continues to do extremely well. She communicates in both sign and spoken 

blooming shrubs, daffs, tulips, lilies, bluebells and roses coming up strongly and healthily! No swine flu 
either! 
 
Lucybe
S
language. She has completed level 6 Aqua Tots swimming and is extremely confident in the water. She 
celebrated her 2nd birthday with a small party with about 17 children attending which was great fun!  We 
will have to start thinking about her school next year! 
 
Thomas is nearly 2 now - my my doesn't time flyl He has also completed level 6 Aqua Tots swimming and 

ves the water so much that he even tries to swim in the bath! He is extremely active and reaps all the 

 
rk and enjoys her deafblind studies 

which she will finish next year. My American relatives visited UK for their first ever trip and I way happy to 

r implant and it was switched on 3 weeks later !  He says,” 
s’ 

rain decides what you will notice and what will just slide into your brain without you 

lo
benefits of Lucybelle’s development by copying her in everything including signing and speaking! He gets 
excited in the mornings when he knows he’s going to nursery school! 

In April Emma wont back to work and has thrown herself back into wo

meet them at the airport on their arrival and take them to their hotel safely. I also acted as a tour guide for 
the day in London which they enjoyed. They also travelled to Taunton and Bath during their stay. It was 
lovely to see them after a number of years. 
In May Clive whisked Emma off to Malta for her birthday and to celebrate their 3rd wedding anniversary. 
In June he underwent surgery for a cochlea
Wow!  What a noisy world!  When I got home from hospital I took the dogs for a walk and heard the dog
claws clicking on the pavement!  Wow !  I went up the hill in the park and sat down to listen to the noises 
around me – the wind, leaves rustling, dogs panting and distant trains and trams rumbling by.  ***  Voices 
remain robotic like sounds and it will take some time to adjust.  The dogs, the kids and Emma all sounded 
the same to me !” 
*** (Interesting !  I would probably not have ‘heard’ nearly as much.  “Hearing” involves a lot of “not 
hearing”, as the b
realising.  One day, as I was going downstairs,I slid the curtain across the landing window, as usual 
without looking.  Then I stopped – something was wrong.  The sound of the curtain wasn’t quite right – 
indeed, the retaining clip had come undone and the curtain had moved an inch or two more than usual.  I 
had no idea that I knew what the curtain’s movement sounded like – but my brain did!  So part of 
hearing – and seeing – is ‘not hearing’ and ‘not seeing’. We hear and see far too much for us to focus on 
every single sound and sight!  That’s what I think, anyway.  Ed.)  
He says,” July – rehabilitation continues with regular appointments at the hospital for adjustments and 
every time I go for this, sounds become clearer and louder.  I returned to work after 3 weeks absence and 

2  will have a nice 
Christmas because we are soon moving into a new house, so at the moment we are a bit stressed with 

we want 

 

 will 

 writes,”Alice and Aaron are expecting their first baby which is due in the first week of 
January.  

ts of 

I work in an open plan office – the noises (colleagues talking, phones ringing, air conditioning buzzing in 
the background, printers and photocopiers rumbling away) were irritating me !” 
 
66  Michael Reid says,”Joanna and I are fine and I am still teaching.  I hope we

paperwork, solicitor, estate agents, etc.   Why and when we are moving? We are moving because 
a bigger house and a more up market area and the house will be our last for life. Yes, it is still in Solihull 
and guess what? ... Our new house is about 20 seconds walk to my parents' house!  Well, we couldn't turn 
down the house that we saw and it is perfect for us and the area is spot on.  I remember in Burwood Park
School that my form were always teasing me that my parents are rich because I described what their 
house is like and my Dad always came with a nice car - Ford Granada with a private number plate, to pick 
me up when the holiday or term started.  Anyway, hopefully, we will move in early January 2011 and it
be a perfect start in a new year.” 
 
Staff News 
 
Mrs Tatham

 

Hugh. Claire and their two lovely boys are all well. Billy is three now and James just over a year - lo
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hich can only get worse! They are a delight. 

 less chaotic. We spent many summer hours 

r 24 .   
 felt 

e 

 
   

th

ning since 1893! The ships have 
d 

 a 

deck 
e 

  

 
velling on a sleigh driven by 

ss 
e 

 
a Copenhagen when the volcanic ash saga replaced any 

expectations of a smooth return home! However, contrary to the experience of many travellers, we 

mischief w
 

Andrew and I are both well, working hard, and enjoying life split between Broadway and Watchet where 
the new house is now very cosy and the garden slightly
sitting in or near the lookout gazing at the sea and the amazing antics of the sea birds. Very restful and 
exactly what we need.” 
 

Mr and Mrs Sayer were delighted to get a charming Golden Wedding card from the Old Burwoodian 
Association on Decembe th

We did not have a dynamic autumn or winter!  Sylvia got infected shingles which was very nasty – she
terrible in the Autumn so Colin was doing the cooking and shopping until he was laid low by a ferocious 
cold, then a chest infection, hacking cough and three sessions of antibiotic – and then (very mild) 
shingles.  The result was that both of us had minimal energy – we managed to open just one present each 
on Christmas Day … but are now ‘mending’ though still with very limited energy.   Still, we shall shortly b
publishing Sayer Press’ second book – “A Royal Safari 1930”, which we shall describe in he next BiT.  
Colin’s book “Is Mankind Intelligent Yet ?” was published last December (not by Sayer Press) – see p. 6.  

A 30th wedding anniversary in Norway                                               Mark Heaton
 

My wife, Jane, and I decided to celebrate our 30  wedding anniversary in Norway in April 2010. 
We had spent our 25th anniversary in New Zealand and Fiji and so this time decided to head for the 
Arctic Circle, completely the opposite Northerly direction!  
 

We flew to Bergen, boarding the Hurtigruten ship which travels the 
Norwegian fjord coast, run
modernised over time, offerimg a mixture of a relaxing cruise an
everyday transportation for those living on the coast.  
We voyaged for ten days passing 
through the most beautiful natural 
environment reaching Nordkapp, 
the most northern point of the 
continent. The temperature was 
below freezing but the sky was
glorious blue and Jan and I 
wrapped up in blankets and 
enjoyed sitting on the ship’s 
reading or simply watching th
ship stops frequently to deliver and

collect goods, we could get on
the towns and experienced tra
husky dogs. We then continued to a town called Kirkenes 
close to the Russian border to go on a snow mobile safari. 
Here we turned around and made our way back south to 
Trondheim. This part of our trip had now come to an end 
and we were preparing for a seven hour train journey acro
land to Oslo. It really was the most amazing journey and th
scenery was just indescribable. The journey passed as 
quickly as if travelling from Preston to London in two and 
half hours! Although I do recall in the Burwood Park School 

spent three nights in the capital of Norway before we were 
due to fly home to Manchester vi

spectacular sights. Because the

 and off the ship to walk about

days it took at least four hours.  
Anyway, we arrived in Oslo where we
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ffrey Eagling  

had the most adventurous week, including three extra nights in Oslo. On the last day before we 
had been due to fly home we had spent the day rushing around trying to take in as much a
could in such a short time. It was only upon our return to the hotel we realised something had 
happened on a global level. In fact I had gone down to check how long it would take to get to the
airport in time for our flight when I was told that the airports were closed. Looking back it was rea
quite hilarious that we did not have any idea that such a catastrophe had taken place whilst we
been enjoying our last day! The tourist office were not able to help us during the next three days 
and we realised we were well and truly stuck. It was then that we decided to try to make our own 
way home. The first leg was a sixteen hour ferry to Copenhagen in the hope that we might get a 
flight from Copenhagen but as everyone now knows there was no chance! So, further deliberation
led us to Edberg which was a three hour train journey. I might add that we did manage to enjoy a 
little of Copenhagen before we caught the train – we were not going to let the opportunity of sight
seeing escape us!! We spent two nights in Edberg before embarking on another leg of the journey 
which was a further sixteen hour ferry to Harwich. I should tell you that both ferry journeys were 
most comfortable and we had our own cabins which provided a good nights sleep.  
 

Here we were met by Jane’s sister and husband and after one further night’s stay at their house in 
Bedfordshire, we took the train home to Preston. Although we were delighted to arrive in Britain w
also had had a marvellous holiday celebration which turned into a three week holida
despite a few hit and misses regarding travel, could only be described as a bonus. And to make 
matters even better, we were able to claim a full refund for all extra money spent without using our 
travel insurance! What an amazing time we had!                                  Mark Heaton 

               
      The Olympic Cycle Road Race will run along Seven           . 
Hills Road and Burwood Road !!  Thanks to Geo

We regret to have to tell you  that 
Michael Hanrahan and Geoffrey 
Horne have recently died. 

2015 Reunion Survey 
I have set up a survey to assess all Old 
Burwoodians’ preferences for the 2015 
Reunion. d the 

 it in 

Only 22 people have complete
survey so far.  The details of the survey are 
here re-issued to all BPS members to fill
the survey if they have not yet done so.  The 
link is: 
 http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZL8M57Y. 

e   I think we need more than 22 people becaus
22 respondees doesn't seem enough to 
"represent" the overall wishes for the 
venue / date / time for the Reunion for the 
majority. 
                              Tim Humpherson 
 
Do add your views !!            Ed. 

The Bunch of Rascals 
 into the woods in their pyjamas to smoke, nor that they took a 

photograph, nor that Mr Wood caught them looking at it and confiscated it.  No!!  They had chosen to do 
this when I was on duty – so Mr Wood called me into his office to point out what went on when I 

It was not just that they chose to go

was on duty.  Disgraceful!!                          C.S.
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