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Editorial 
Once again, thank you to those who have contributed to this, your copy 
of your magazine.  The photographs from Michael Towler of 
Birmingham 1970 will certainly go in the Archive, and the profiles and 
other articles are greatly appreciated. 
 

The BiT apologises for not earlier thanking the Burwood Foundation for 
kindly agreeing to fund the setting up of the splendid OBA webpage. 
 

Your committee, and especially Ron and Stuart Healy are putting in 
much time and effort in preparing for the 2010 Grand Reunion: you can 
read all about it in this edition.  Book now to be sure ! 
 

As the Cardiff Mini Reunion clashed with another deaf reunion: it was 
cancelled.  The Glasgow (April 2008) reunion will unfortunately be 
cancelled due to lack of interest. (See p. 2)  BUT the other Mini 
Reunions have been much enjoyed.  Note the new Reunion  in the 
South West to be organised by Richard Willson in October 2009.   
 

By the way, times and ages in the ‘Old Burwoodians’ are tricky, as I 
start collecting information months before the publication date.    C.S                      
 

Remember the Webpage http://www.oldburwoodianassociation.co.uk 
 

Bit@oldburwodianassociation.co.uk 
 

How many contributions to the BiT have arrived at this address ? 
NONE    NOT ONE   NIL   0   ZERO 

 

Come on !  My Job   Holidays  Opinions   Memories  
NO contributions = NO BiT, as you all know.  (Please send  
photos as JPEGS) 
 

 
 

BIT is supported by 

The Ewing Foundation 

If you have any comments, queries or ideas for future issues, contact one of us above. 

mailto:l955%1e1996@hotmail.com
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The Ewing Foundation and the BiT  
 
The OBA thanks the Burwood Park Foundation 
for funding the production of the 'Boars in 
Touch', so that every member of the OBA* will 
receive a free edition of the BiT each Spring and 
Autumn.  (See below) 
 

DRAFT 
 

THE BURWOOD PARK FOUNDATION 
 

The Trustees have decided that their objectives 
of helping children who are deaf or who have 
acquired speech by special educational 
treatment, will be best served by employing an 
Educational Consultant, who will be concerned 
with how deaf children in the South East are 
being educated and in how this can be done in 
ever better ways. 
 

She will work with schools, LEA's and the 
various organisations involved in this work, 
using her specialised skill. She has particular 
knowledge of deaf children with other disabilities 
and will be taking an added interest in helping 
them. 
 

The Foundation will therefore no longer be 
considering appeals from individual 
organisations or individuals. 
 

It will continue to fund the production of "Boars 
in Touch", so that each member of OBA will 
continue to receive a free copy of  the 
publication each Spring and Autumn.  
……………………………………………………………

Mr McAlpine has suggested discussing various 
points Mr Sayer has raised about this draft. 
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 
 

Would all OBA members, in future, please 
remember to inform the Membership 
Secretary of any change to your address and 
contact details as soon as they change.  This 
will ensure that copies of BiT and any  other 
correspondence in relation to OBA  do not go 
astray, in the post. 
 

Can you help? 
 

Before the “Boars in Touch” the OBA magazine 
was called “The Old Burwoodian”. There were 
quite a lot of editions, but we only have about 4 
for the archive. I would very much like to have a 
full set. Why? I wish to provide a “50 Year OBA 
Magazine” for Grand Reunion 2010. Hopefully it 
will be on sale at the Grand Reunion 2010.                         
Can you provide ANY copies?   
Please help if you can      Ronald Gibbins 

Mini Reunions  At Mini Reunions there will 
be sales like ‘Memories of Burwood’ at £10 , 
BPS/NH Mugs at £1.40 and other items like 
pullover and tee shirts at reasonable cost. 
Non-members are welcome to attend: our 
officials will explain about OBA. OBA 
Members - please tell non-members in your 
area to come along.  
 

DATE VENUE ORGANISER 

APRIL 2008 GLASGOW CANCELLED 

4th OCT. 2008 ST ALBANS, HERTS R. GIBBINS 

APRIL 2009  ???? C. BOSWELL 

OCT. 2009 EXETER or PLYMOUTH R. WILLSON 

APRIL 2010 POSSIBLY CAMBRIDGE I. COOKE 

 

Mini Reunion at St Albans, Herts. 
 

On Saturday Oct 4th 2008 
 

10.00am Meet at Clock Tower, Market Place, 
St Albans 

 

10.30am Town Hall 
 

10.45 am St Albans Cathedral, Abbey 
Gateway, Walk down to Kingsbury 
Watermill 

 

12.15pm Lunch Break – The Waffle 
Restaurant and Medieval inns 
around Kingsbury Watermill 

 

1.45 pm Meet at Kingsbury Watermill, St. 
Michael Street, St Albans 

 

2.00 pm Roman Theatre - £1.50  
 

3.00 pm Roman Mosaic – Free 
 

3.30 pm Verulamium Museum - £2.00 
 

4.45 pm Verulamium Park (Ruined Roman                                                                  
Walls),  

 

5.15pm  Ye Olde Fighting Cocks, End of Tour 
 

7.15pm Meet at The Waterbarn Pub for 
drinks and dinner, St Albans 

 Fifteen minutes walk from St Albans 
Railway Station. 

 

 Non-members are welcome to attend 
the Mini Reunion where our officials 
will explain about OBA. Members of 
OBA will please tell non-members 
living in your area to join the Mini 
Reunion. 

 

Accommodation  
Comfort Hotel, Ryder House,  
Holywell Hill, St Albans, about 5 

mins walk to Clock 
Tower 

 

Quality Hotel, 232-236 London 
Road, St Albans, need to get taxi to 
or a long walk to Clock Tower 

   

                         St Albans Railway Station  
                         from Kings Cross Station 
 

Hope to see you there.                           Ron Gibbins 
 



 3 
 

Do you recognise this ? 
 

 
 

The display cabinet from the front hall at school, made by the boys with Mr Barker. 
 
And where is it now ?    Geoffrey Eagling told me, “The BDHS will have it as it was the work of some 
boys. I recall it during my time when the cabinet was constructed in the early 1960's.” 
The British Deaf History Society are installing it at their headquarters in Warrington, to use it for displays. 
 
When the school closed I collected it, thanks to Mr Brook and his van, and for years it was in our den.  It 
could not stay there for ever, so it was a great relief when the BDHS said that they would give it a home.  
Unfortunately the drawers were missing, but they may well be replaced. 
 
Do you remember that a ‘secret document’ was hidden in the structure ?  When I mentioned this years 
later some boys found it – but, alas, we did not keep it.  I still do not know where it was hidden.   C.S. 

 

… and do you recognise this ? 
 
When Sylvia and I were married in 1960 boys and Mr 
Barker made this superb bookcase for us as a 
wedding present. 
 
We have been delighted with it ever since and now it 
is here in my office.  Thank you to all of you who made 
it nearly 50 years ago. 
 
The flower and Boar were both painted by Mr Grave.  
When we got the Encyclopaedia for the School Library 
we  received two sets of the Children’s’ 
Encyclopaedia: this was the second one.     C.S. 
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Memories from Christopher Davies 
         (More in the next BiT) 
 
Hula hooping 
During the Winter term in 1958 I used to 
hula hoop for about 20 minutes, non – stop, 
in the Hobbies Room.  Only a few pupils and 
I practised the hula hoop, but spoilsport 
Nigel Robinson stopped the hula hooping in 
1958. and then there was no more hula 
hooping next term. 
 
There was no sign of the hula hoop plastic 
rings in school in Summer 1959: I believed 
that Mr Wood hid them. 
 
When I mentioned about hula hooping to my 
late mum, she laughed because she said 
that hooping was for girls, not boys and I 
laughed loudly, but my late strict father said, 
“Stop it.” 
 
The Drawing Pin 
 
John Morris put a drawing pin on the 
teacher’s chair when he knew that Mr Clark 
was just coming in. 
 
Mr Clark came in in his teacher’s gown, saw 
the drawing pin, said nothing and swept it 
onto the floor with the ‘wing’ of his gown. 
 
(I wonder, does either John remember ?  
Ed.) 
 
The Food Lift 
 
Nigel Robinson gave Christopher some 
lines.  He did not write the lines, but next 
morning went and hid in the food lift for 
about ¾ hour.  Then he decided that he 
might get hurt if anyone pulled on the ropes, 
so he came out and went to his lesson. 
 
Unfortunately, by this time he was late for 
the lesson and so was given detention by 
the teacher, as well as the lines from Nigel. 
 
(I suspect there are more ‘Food Lift stories’ 
!!  Ed.) 
 
Sports  1955 to 1961 
 

There was NO golf, putting green, squash, 
Winter swimming, volleyball, snooker, 
billiards or darts.  (Also no croquet, lacrosse, 
volleyball, hammer throwing, pole vault, 
cycling race, or walking race – and no 
marathon.)  (Croquet on the lawn by the 
Library would have been fun !  Ed.) 
 
There WAS football, cricket, baseball, 
athletics, cross country run, tennis, table 
tennis and chess, Scrabble, cards, hide and 
seek and shove halfpenny football on the 
tables in the Hobbies Room.  
 
(The chess was very strange !  When Mr 
Grave and I arrived in 1959 we discovered a 
number of chess boards – and ONE CHESS 
PIECE !!  I got Mr Wood to buy (I think) 7 
new chess sets, which were always 
available in the Library.  Over the next 30+ 
years about SEVEN pieces were lost 
altogether.  What on earth had happened 
before 1959 ?  Ed.)  (Shove halfpenny 
football !!!  Ugh !!  Ed.) 
 
 
The Archive 
 

A new addition is an excellent piece of 8 mm 
film donated by David Morris and taken by 
his father.  
  

It is an extremely interesting addition to the 
Archive, as it shows very clearly what a 
Sports Day was like, how it was organised, 
how the prize - giving was done. It also 
shows the school 8mm cine camera being 
presented to Lady Boyd by the parents 
(which was then used to make ALL of the 
school 8 mm films): the camera is, of 
course, also in the archive / display, as are 
all the films made with it. 
 

It also shows in some detail a tea dance 
(organised by the parents at a weekend) - 
and the tea laid out in the dining room.  
 

And the four Queen's Scouts, with the whole 
Scout group. 
 

And also David Morris in blazered glory on 
the far field. 
 

It is another part of out history and is now on 
CD.      C.S. 
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Profile    Name: . Paul McCusker 1972 -77 

 
Which town were you born?   Dumbarton, 
21/06/1960  
 
 Were you born deaf?   Cause of deafness 
was due to umbilical cord being wrapped 
round my neck – could have been worse!!! 
(or has it??) 
 
 Do you have any brothers or sisters?  
Three brothers and two sisters – all hearing 
 
 Which school did you go before you 
came to BPS?   Went to St Vincent’s 
School in Glasgow – boarding school since 
3 ½ years old!!! 
 
 What do you do for your living?  Been 
employed as an electrician in shipbuilding, 
team leader/support staff for various 
organisations for Deaf people and hearing 
disabled people, project work i.e. NDCS 
befriending project and now this - Active 
Futures sports co-ordinator promoting long-
term sports activities to young Deaf people 
17-24 age group and also aiming to get 
more Deaf people to become sports 
coach/instructor in their own particular 
sports. 
 
Do you live with a partner?  My wife, 
Janice, Deaf too, married 23 years  
 
Do you have any children?   Two hearing 
boys, Graham, 16 and Gavin, 12.  

 
 Do you have any pet at home?   None 
 
 Do you have any hobbies or interests ?  
Jogging, swimming, books, films and lastly 
but very important - eating 
 
 Do you visit your local deaf centre 
regularly?   Work at Deaf centre anyway so 
thus meet Deaf community all the time 
 
Are you one of a committee ?  No – rather 
be the ‘QUIET’ man of Glasgow!!!’ 
 
Do you play any sport for a club ?  Very 
briefly played football for Glasgow Deaf and 
St Vincent’s Deaf but jogging took over – so 
rather did that – member of Springburn 
Harriers – at the moment jog three times a 
week and swim once a week 
 
 What was your best subject at BPS/NH?   
Best subject was sports as to have it every 
day was a thrill, especially as before I 
arrived at BPS – was a hardly/poor 
sportsperson so improved and enjoyed it 
apart frae the cricket – only played one full 
cricket match at BPS – it was murder!! 
 
 Were you happy at BPS/NH and why?  
Happy at BPS as we had a lot of activities 
especially in evenings.  Being amongst 
friends all the time and where BPS was – it 
was in the middle of a wooded park and its 
grounds – couldn’t ask for a better site, as 
it’s a rarity nowadays!! 
 
 What is your favourite 'soap' 
programme?  Holby city 
 
 What is your favourite food?  Food, food, 
food and erm, erm - food!!! 
 
 What is your most recent holiday?  
Florida for three weeks with another family 
of four in July 2007 
 
 Tell me which pupils at BPS/NH you 
would like to meet again?   John Doig and 
Mark Davies especially John as not heard of 
him since NH!!! 
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 What are your most interesting 
memories at BPS/NH? 
 
Four things that stick out: 

 The kitchen made a separate pot of 
porridge for me every morning as 
they added sugar whereas I added 
salt 

 Being separated from the rest of the 
groups at meal times having my own 
crockery, utensils and a table to 
myself due to a skin infection that I 
had then (third year – for three 
months), which could be contagious!! 

 Freedom of running in the 
countryside (near golf course) outwith 
BPS during sports lesson 

 Coming to and from BPS by taxi (they 
were big cars like Volvos) from 
airports – felt like Kings!!! 
 

Is there anything else of interest that you 
would like to add? 
 
Receiving mail or parcels from my family  – 
Sunday mail newspaper every Tuesday 
even though it was two days out of date but 
then it was news from home!! Also whatever 
I asked for – I got it!!  
  
Are you hoping to go to any of the Mini 
Reunions?   And 2010?   
 
Maybe – nothing definite 
 
 What do you think of the OBA ?  It’s good 

to have an OBA to know what is happening 
to the pupils and how they got on in life 
outwith BPS especially those who have 
been in boarding school mostly all their lives 
like myself and adjust to life after boarding 
school. 
 
 Do you have any suggestion for the OBA ?  
None – leave it just as it is! 
 
 

 Profile 
 
Name: .  Julian Peedle-
Calloo … no-one can 
ever spell it!!  I know I 
used just Peedle, not 
adding Calloo in my 
school time, because I 
was too lazy to ! 
 
Which town were you 

born?   Wallingford.  For those not familiar 
with the English countryside (!) it is near 
Oxford, well near Reading!  As for the date, 
well, let’s just say that I celebrated a big 
birthday last year!  My birthday bash had a 
“Harry Potter” theme, so I’m very young at 
heart.  
 
 Were you born deaf?    Yes, I was born 
deaf and believe that I was passed the gene 
from my Great-Uncle.   
 
 Which school did you go before BPS?     
I went to Rush Common School which had a 
PHU.  This was in Abingdon.  Rush 
Common – interesting name hey?! 
 
 What do you do for your living?    I am 
an Assistant Producer at the BBC in the 
Vision department and work for the See 
Hear programme.   My role is to research 
and make films and find potential 
contributors to the programme.  And as we 
all know,   ( some ) Deaf people can be a bit 
slow at replying to emails (yes – just like 
myself!)   I have been a Presenter too and 
got to meet Deaf Elvis in America and dress 
up like him!  Also I got to “dance” with the 
Miami Dolphins Cheerleading squad (and I 
got paid for this!)  I got to interview Jonathon 
Ross and taught him a few signs! He 
wanted to know the sign for “bisexual”! Don’t 
ask me why! 
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Do you live with a partner ?    I live with 
Diana Martin, (my very own Mary Hare girl) 
the beautiful and talented photographer and 
actress.  She stole my dreams (of being an 
actor) and all my money with her endless 
shopping trips! (Only kidding Diana !)  
 
 Do you have any hobbies ?   Working at 
the BBC means I have very little time for 
outside hobbies (you have to give up your 
social life – it’s part of the contract – only 
joking !).  Whenever I get my own freetime, 
seeing my friends is an important part of my 
free time as I value my friendships with 
people.  Being an old BOAR, I know just 
how important your friends are and how you 
should make time to see them.   
 
 What was your best subject at BPS/NH ?    
If there was an exam in being cheeky or 
talking too much, then I’d have got an A for 
it!  (But, to be serious, English was my 
favourite subject at school, as you can see 
by my long answers!!) 
 
 Were you happy at BPS/NH ?    A funny 
thing happened recently, at my big birthday 
bash, someone asked me and the other old 
BOARs present (of which there were about 
6), if we would rather have £1million or the 
opportunity to go back to Burwood Park 
School.  And do you know what our answer 
was… ?   We wouldn’t have had a 
swimming pool in our gardens or a 
Caribbean cruise… nope,  we all said that 
we’d grab the opportunity to go back to our 
BOAR days.  That really says something 
about our experiences of school.   
 
 What is your favourite 'soap' ?     Is this 
question here because we were all 
obsessed with Neighbours at school?? 
   
(Well, Beth - Natalie Imbruglia and Sarah 
Vanderbergh - Lauren Carpenter anyway)…  
I can remember edging my way towards the 
door with all my friends in the common room 
as we watched Neighbours and the sprint to 
the Hall for dinner as the credits were 
rolling!!  That was the only moment that we 
abandoned Health and Safety… our dinner 
was at stake!  
  

I am very proud to announce to everybody 
here that I stopped watching Neighbours 
when I left school, well, a bit later, after my 
college!!  My current favourite programmes 
are… Lost, Prison Break and of course 
Friends.  I am still mourning the loss of 
“Friends”  (!) 
 
 What is your favourite food ?  Obsessed 
by Dim Sum at the moment. 
 
 What is your most recent holiday?   
Florida, Disneyworld… Just proving that I 
am still young at heart!   For work, I went to 
Prague, to film Miss Deaf World - a perfect 
job!  
 
Which pupils at BPS/NH would you like 
to meet again?     .  I have been lucky 
enough to be in touch with quite a few of my 
fellow classmates - the year below and the 
years above,  thanks to Facebook and OBA 
reunions but there is one that seems to have 
disappeared off the radar and I’d love to 
know what he is up to and that is Tristan 
Punter.   
 
 What are your most interesting 
memories at BPS/NH ?    Too many to 
recount here – see above for Neighbours 

story! 
  
Are you hoping to go 
to any of the Mini 
Reunions?   And 
2010?     Yes I am 
looking forward to the 
2010 reunion, seeing 
lots of old friends and of 
course our loyal 
teachers that attend!   
 
 What do you think of 
the OBA ?     I am 
grateful that the OBA is 
there to keep the spirit 
of Burwood Park alive.   

I know that it is not easy for the volunteers 
to co-ordinate everything and give up their 
time… THANK YOU and 
our famous phrase - "BPS power"!  
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Obituary 
 

Keith Williams (041B) 
 

 

1944 – 2007 
 

Keith Williams died in his sleep at the 
 age of 63 last August 2007  

 

Peter Head 
He was an honest person to me when he was a 
school prefect. He acted like a “fatherhood” 
figure to me when I needed his help to solve my 
problems at school. 
Give our sympathy to his partner and the rest of 
his family. 
 

 
                  Keith in the middle 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Raymond Lee 
I am stunned to hear the news of Keith's death - 
he looked fit and well at the Woking reunion... 
My condolences go to his family; he was a good 
head boy when I started at BPS in September 
1961. 

 

Allan Sharp 
I am so saddened by his death. He was a dear 
friend and well respected head boy at school. I 
have a lot of wonderful memories of him and 
have had many tussles with him in Burwood 
Park School Sports when he was in Lennox 
Boyd side while I was in Ewing side. I always 
looked up at him because he gave a very good 
role model to other pupils. He will be greatly 
missed by myself and others who knew him 
personally.  
Condolences go to his family. 
 

Nick Sturley 
I did know him from when I was living up in the 
north east during the first half of the 90s and met 
him quite a few times in the Deaf circuit up 
there. A very decent guy.   
 

Christopher Davies  
I remember Keith knowing much about natural 
history, especially insects, doing excellent 
woodcarving while the rest of us just made small 
furniture joints. and getting much applause as 
Billy Bunter in a Christmas play. 
 

It was great to see him in 2005 and he will be 
sorely missed in 2010.  I send my sympathy to 
his family 
 
 

Richard Willson  
Valerie and I went to Middlesbrough last 
Monday (Sept 17th 2007) and the service went 
very well.  I made a speech and it was so hard 
to hold myself from crying.  The following Old 
Burwoodians were at the service... 
Malcolm Haywood & his wife, John Pearson, 
Stuart Lee, Colyn Walden & his wife, Alan Sharp 
and Alan Cook.  I made an album, the 
photographs of Keith's past life and this album 
was presented to Keith's daughter, Effie.  Alan 
and I will always miss Keith dearly.  Keith was a 
great person to be with because he made 
me laugh a lot. It was good to have met Alan 
and he looks so well.   We exchanged news in a 
quite corner of the room.   Sandy, Keith's 
partner, will write an expression of thanks for the 
donation. 
  

              
 

Richard Willson has written a delightful 
article remembering his good friend Keith, 
which will appear in No 23. 
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Dennis Colville’s Memorial Service. 
 

On Sunday October 21st 2007 at the 
Leeds Deaf Club Chapel, there was a Memorial 
Service for Dennis Colville. The service was 
very beautiful with about 50 people attending.  I 
attended on behalf of the OBA and met Diane 
Colville to give our sympathy to her. She coped 
very well. 
 Ian Townsley gave a tribute about 
Dennis saying he will always be remembered as 
a giant gentleman and a good friend.  He also 
gave his report that was similar to the one he 
gave in BiT 21. 
 Stuart Healy also gave a tribute about 
him saying he was very thoughtful to other 
people and he also explained about when he 
was in the Scouts at Burwood Park School and 
that he loved to go out hiking over the weekends 
trying to lose weight.  He was a good friend.  On 
the altar was Dennis’ Scout uniform.  Stuart 
Healy brought his Scout uniform to put 
alongside Dennis’ uniform. 
 There were some other tributes from 
friends showing he was always willing to help 
with any Deaf Organisations. 

L to R  D.Richardson, R.Gibbins, S.Healy, Diane 
Colville, I.Townsley, P.Mowat, M.Towler and S.Lee 

 
Several other Old Burwoodians  
Douglas Richardson, Peter Mowat, 
Michael Towler, Stuart Lee and I attended.  
 
Diane kindly gave gifts to I.Townsley and 
S. Healy for being with him in the past. 
 
Dennis, you will be fondly remembered in our 
hearts; he has gone to heaven joining Albert 
Clinton, his classmate, at Burwood Park School. 

Ron Gibbins 

A New Job                 Grant Ferguson 
 

I was busy working and getting the preparation 
to get myself organised to attend law school on 
the coming Tuesday for the law degree, part-
time. Yes, I’m studying law part-time, as I want 
to embark to change my career into the law 
profession to help the deaf people in Scotland.   
 

Against the odds you could say!   But nothing is 
impossible!   My motto is “Nothing Ventured 
Nothing Gained! “ 
 

The degree fees are funded by one of the 
trustee foundations fully approved to support in 
my case to help my studies because it’s unique 
in Scotland and never had a request like this 
before.               My membership is in process! 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

Now it’s my 2nd week of the law school.  The 
Registration process is a bit cumbersome, 
especially on LAW databases of past cases, 
Legislation, etc. 
 

I don’t want to bore you all with these details. 
That’s me fully registered, at the moment; I’m 
studying Criminal Law and Legal Methods.  
 

It’s a different sphere from my knowledge and 
expertise in IT; I graduated with BSc Networking 
and Computer Support in July 2007.  Now I’m 
studying LLB (Bachelor of Laws) on part-time.  
 

Of course a mountain needs to be climbed first 
before realising my dream of getting into the law 
profession.  Will it be achieved?  I honestly don’t 
know.  Only time will tell. 
 

I worked in IT nearly 20 years; but IT is now 
changing, outsourcing is the norm!  Not my cup 
of tea, I would like to work with people and 
promote their quality of living, in areas where I 
had a problem with my own lawyer for personal 
reasons.  I discovered how difficult this can be 
for a deaf person going to the lawyers. 
 

The law services provision is aimed at the 
‘hearing’ society, but what about the deaf 
communities?  
 

In recent research, deaf mental health suffers in 
a 2-4 ratio where hearing mental health suffers 
1-4, thus a 50% ratio to what the deaf 
community suffers due to unwarranted stress, 
resulting in mental health problems. 
 

For example, we have to work harder to 
schedule an appointment with the lawyer with 
three available dates to suit all parties to attend 
(Lawyer, deaf client and a sign language 
interpreter), resulting in prolonged delays.  
 

I spoke to a variety of deaf people, and they all 
feel seeing a lawyer is a complete of waste of 
time because the lawyer doesn’t understand 
their needs and their communication problems.  
This is the tip of the iceberg.       Grant Ferguson 
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Reunion 2005 2 distinguished 
guests: - Peter Brown and 

Christopher Davies 
 

The Davis family    Ashley 4½  
and Brooke and Blake 2 

Bradley and Rory Banks 
The Keil family 
Conrad, Ella (3), 
Katie and Eloise (2)  

Christine and 
Simon Fisher 
 
22nd Anniversary 
6 December 2007 

Christine and 
Simon Fisher 
 
22nd 
Anniversary 
6 December 
2007 
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Leslie Culver , IanTownsley , Peter Mowat , Michael 
Towler,  Stuart Healy and John Pearson 

with Mr & Mrs Wood. 

Judith Townsley, Diane Colville, Dennis Colville,  
Stuart Healy and Helen Mowat 

Helen Mowat, Peter Mowat, Stuart Healy 
and Ian Townsley 

Left Side (Btm) 

S. Healy,  
Sallie Wells,  

J and I Townsley ,  

Astrid and M Towler    
 

Right Side (Top) 
D and D Colville,  

H and P Mowat,  

David Dunlin  
and Julie Allen. 

Photographic Memories 
 

Have you got any historic 
photographs like these 
from Michael Towler ? 
 
If so, do send them to us. 

Birmingham 1976   
Mr Wood’s retirement Reunion 
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News from Brazil             Paddy Chee 
 

Today 27th June I just came back from 5 
weeks in Brazil again, a much more enjoyable 
trip this time, 3rd time.  
 
I had a new professor of Portuguese and 
English teaching me how to speak Portuguese.  
I was with him only 6 times, about 2 hours 
each nearer to the end of my stay in Brazil.  
He improved my Portuguese a lot better than 
the other tutor who is not a professor.  I 
would have liked to stay there longer to 
continue my lessons with him.  He says if I 
continue my lessons with him a few times a 
week, I would do well in about 8 months.  
This professor spoke very clearly, moved his 
lips carefully, wide, open and very flexible - 
which is very helpful for learning Portuguese.  
By coincidence, he has a little bit of hearing 
loss - from family history.  I had to learn how 
to pronounce Portuguese ( and know the rules 
of pronunciation ) in order to be able to lip 
read Portuguese. Now I can lip-read 
Portuguese a lot better than the last time, only 
with friends I spent time with.  But sometimes 
I was able to understand people at the shops 
and restaurants too.  It was fun , and felt like 
having a new life.  
 
I will go back to Brazil again end of this year 
to carry on with my Portuguese lessons.  I 
truly enjoyed learning a new language !  I 
never had a professor to teach me Spanish, 

but my Spanish flatmate did help me how to 
write Spanish, and speak very little Spanish.  
But this time I have a professor of 
Portuguese, so my Portuguese is now better 
than my Spanish !  Now in the United States I 
have to read books and magazines in 
Portuguese to keep getting better.  I 
remembered my father's words : you must 
read and read and read . That is good for 
improving vocabulary - in English , so it is 
good in Portuguese too.   
 
In Brazil I went to Joao Pessoa, Orlinda and 
Recife which are up in the North of Brazil.  
The beaches in the North are really beautiful 
and deserted for miles.   Unspoilt beauty with 
no shops or buildings for miles.  I had a 
smashing ride in a buggy vehicle which is 
something like a mini-jeep that rides along the 
beaches and sand dunes.  Joao Pessoa was 
selected by the United Nations as the 2nd top 
city in the world with the highest number of 
acres of greenery per inhabitant in the world, 
after Paris, France.  That is why I went there 
to find out !  My next destination will be 
Buenos Aires, Argentina,  as it is not far from 
Rio de Janeiro , Brazil.                                         
Paddy Chee 

 
Edinburgh Visit - October 22nd  + 23rd 2007 
 
Before visiting Edinburgh I had a look on the 
internet for the hotels and function rooms as 
some members had said they would like to 
have everything in one place – Hotel, Display 
and Dinner. I found only one place and I 
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wrote to them about three days before I 
came to Edinburgh. 
 
Monday October 22nd – Stuart and I went 
separate ways as it was easier for us both to 
look at more hotels and function rooms.  I 
went by bus to The Moat Hotel about 5 miles 
from the City and 3 miles from the Airport, 
which I found on the internet.  The Bus driver 
was so kind and stopped me opposite the 
Hotel so I got off and thanked him!   But the 
name of the hotel has been changed to 
Edinburgh Capital Hotel under The Best 
Western.  So I needed to check if it is the 
right one that was previously The Moat Hotel 
before changing their name. It had been 
changed. I asked for the manager.  I had not 
made any appointment with that hotel, and a 
woman named Amanda, Sales Manager, met 
me. The hotel did not get my letter so I gave 
her a copy and she read through it and 
sounded interested. That hotel has 111 
bedrooms; a few have three beds and family 
bedrooms carrying four people. And it also 
has a dinner function for up to 300 people 
and four meeting rooms. This information 
interested me.  After we had a coffee we 
went round the hotel – bedrooms, Restaurant 
with a stunning view, lounge, swimming pool, 
gym, dance studio, four meeting rooms, 
Dinner function room and a Reception with 
Bar, all called ADAM SUITE (three different 
rooms with screening) – I did tell her about 
the General Meeting on Sunday morning so 
that will all be a part of the ADAM SUITE. 
There they have three Ceiling Mounted 
Projectors, Video Inputs, a small platform 
and a Plasma Screen. There are 100 Car 
Parking Spaces and easy transport to and 
from the hotel, the bus (No 1 and No 26) 
runs frequently to the City, Airport and 
Railway Station (Edinburgh Waverley and 
Edinburgh Haymarket). 
Then we went back to sit and chat – I am 
interested and would like to have 111 
bedrooms, the ADAM SUITE with Reception 
and four meeting rooms which she has said 
would cost £500 per day, so that is £1500 for 
four meeting rooms.  I did also ask her for 
the prices for per room per nights, one or two 
nights as well as the date for our Grand 
Reunion. I have told her about other prices 
other hotels have offered to us.  But she 
would ask the manager and let me know 

through email.  So I would have to wait for 
their reply by email when I got home. The 
deadline for notifying to the hotel the number 
of people attending the dinner is  14 days 
before. 
 
Dinner (10 people per round table): - 
ADAM SUITE – 25.6 m x 14.7 m (335 sq m) 
Dunedin Bar (Reception) 13.7 m x 7 m (97 
sq m) 
 
Displays: - 
Burgess (on 1st Floor) 10.5 m x 6 m (63 sq m) 

Cramond, Clerwood and Corstorphine 
(Lower Ground) each room – 7.8 m x 3.3 m 
(26 sq m) 
 
After about an hour and a half with her, I 
went back to the hotel to meet Stuart about 
4pm. We had a chat about the above hotel 
and Stuart seemed to be interested also so 
we planned to go back the next day.  Stuart 
had found that the hotels in the city were 
very expensive.  
 
 
Tuesday October 23rd – 

Appointment with Murrayfield 
Experience at 10am 
 Appointment with Edinburgh 
International Conference Centre in the 
afternoon 
 Appointment with Holiday Inn in late 
afternoon. 
 
This time Stuart came along with me to visit 
Murrayfield Experience and met Louise 
Wallace who guided us to the dinner function 
room and we had a chat with her about the 
number of people attending.  She will send 
me another letter for 250 people with the 
prices.  I did have a previous letter from her 
about the cost for 300 people attending.  If a 
deposit is paid, there will be no fixed price.  
Stuart and I thanked her and left the stadium. 
Sadly we did not like it very much – too many 
disadvantages – about 6 huge pillars, stairs 
to the function room, difficult transport, 
difficult to get there if walking and the price.  
We left about 10.30 and decided to go to 
Edinburgh Capital Hotel for Stuart to look 
around.  When we arrived, we met Amanda 
and she asked me if we wanted to have a 
look around again for Stuart.  She is great, 
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asking us to wait 5 minutes and then had 
time for us to go around again.  Stuart 
seemed happy to have the Grand Reunion at 
EDINBURGH CAPITAL HOTEL.  I did ask 
her about the price and she did give me a 
quote that it will be from £105 (single) to 
£135 (family) per room per night with 
breakfast. I was rather disappointed with 
these prices but I need to have a letter from 
them before we pay the deposit, if 
acceptable, which will be £1000 non-
refundable.  And she would like to learn 
about Deaf Awareness with her staff, which 
is great. 
We left the hotel for some lunch at the 
Premier Travel Inn in the City which is near 
Edinburgh International Conference Centre: 
we did look at that hotel, the price per room 
per night without breakfast (breakfast costing 
£7.50p) for that hotel is lower than Holiday 
Inn and there are meeting rooms which I 
checked with reception about the sizes, but 
these are too small. Then we went to EICC 
to meet Pamela Wilson who explained to us 
about EICC but unfortunately she did not 
show us the function rooms which were used 
at that time. The EICC is really for 
businesses but if we want to book a year in 
advance they will give me the dates available 
for us to use.  So we thanked her and left.   
Disadvantages about this place are that it is 
too big and the minimum number they have 
attending for dinner is 300 people, and not 
sure about the availability for when we want 
to hold our Grand Reunion. 
 
Then we went to the Holiday Inn by bus and 
arrived there an hour early so we had a cup 
of tea and a look around the restaurant 
before meeting Graham and Fiona. The 
reason for the visit was to look around the 
function rooms for the displays. Graham and 
Fiona met us to show the rooms on the fifth 
floor. The rooms were massive for our 
displays and I think it is bigger than the 
function rooms we had at Woking.  Fiona 
offered us another small room for us to use 
and I thanked her. Stuart and I are happy to 
have those kinds of rooms for our displays 
which are much better than the ones at the 
Edinburgh Capital Hotel. This is really up to 
the British Deaf History Society as to what 
they bring for the Displays. I had a chat with 
her about the bedrooms and she said if we 

use 150 bedrooms during our weekend stay, 
Holiday Inn will let out the other bedrooms to 
members of the public so it will be a mix of 
people and not just us at the Grand Reunion.  
I did ask Graham about the contract that he 
gave me on the spot. I asked Graham about 
the deadline for us to sign and they will let 
me know through email.  We thanked Fiona 
and Graham for showing us and we left for 
our hotel in the city.  We relaxed at the 
lounge bar viewing Edinburgh Castle. We 
chatted for about two and a half hours about 
our stay in Edinburgh. 
 

Conclusion 
We have agreed that it is very difficult to 
book dinner functions outside the hotel as we 
really do not know exactly how many are 
going also this will avoid losing a deposit if 
we have fewer than 300 people attending.  
Holiday Inn is a very massive hotel with 303 
bedrooms with no suitable dinner function 
inside the hotel. There will also be a Shuttle 
Bus if we find a suitable dinner function 
outside. However the shuttle bus will cost 
extra money. We were very disappointed that 
we could not find a suitable dinner function 
outside the hotel. 
Edinburgh Capital Hotel is about 5 miles 
away from Edinburgh City and there are two 
direct buses from the City to get to that hotel, 
it is also nearer to the Airport.  If we have 
111 bedrooms it means we will have about 
230 people staying at that hotel compared to 
the 260 people that stayed at Woking 
Holiday Inn. At that hotel there is a dinner 
function room for up to 300 people which 
means about 70 people will have to stay at a 
different hotel. So far 55 bedrooms have 
been booked for this Reunion. That means it 
will be a first come first served basis. I will be 
making a booking according to the letter I 
receive from EDINBURGH CAPITAL 
HOTEL, and hopefully this is where we will 
be holding the Reunion. I have got another 
two hotels on my list should this one not be 
suitable, or we do not have enough people 
attending. 
 

Ron Gibbins  Oct 2007 
 

“A Day in the life of the School” 
 

Many of you will remember this film made in 
1970 by Michael Chawner and Alan Loft. 
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ITV London and Anglia found this film in the 
South East Film Archive and  are going to feature 
it in their programme “The way we were”  maybe 
in June. 
 

Michael and I have been interviewed.  Parts of 
the film will be shown, interspersed with parts of 
the interviews.  It will be about 6 minutes of a half 
hour programme. 
 

It is brilliant that a part of the Burwood Archive 
has been found and is being used.  C.S 
 
   

Old Burwoodians (Cont from p.18) 
334 Martyn Vessey’s new job is support 
worker, starting last October at a residential 
home for deaf people with learning 
difficulties.  He says, “I support them with 
every- day living that we all took for granted.  
It is an enjoyable job: some days are fine but 
some can be difficult!  I would imagine it was 
the same when you taught us at school!”.  He 
sends good news about his girlfriend (Kirsty) 
who is now about 18 weeks pregnant! 
 
335 Raju Navaratnarajah says, “ Well I am 
doing well as I have completed my BSc in 
Computing and Mathematics at Kingston 
University and MSc in Internet Computing at 
UCL. I am working at Uxbridge College but things 
have not been doing well because I am having a 
case against Uxbridge College for being unfair to 
me.  I have to do a lot to be prepared for the case 
and the final result will be around Jan 2008.   
 
I have met Adam Starr, Warren Smith and Mark 
Culver also Robert Gray.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

300 Guests Limitation 
 (First come, first serve) 

 

Plus many more, such as a long weekend: - 
Fri Sept 17

th 
Social Evening 16.00 – 23.59 

 Buffet Style Dinner 
Sat Sept 18

th
 Social Evening 10.00 – 16.00 

 Film Shows, Activities at Adam Suite 
 OBA Displays & Sales at Adam Suite 
 Light Buffet Lunch  
Sat Evening Reception and Wine 18.00 – 19.00 
 at Dunedin Bar (Tickets Only) 

OBA’s GRAND REUNION DINNER 
19.00 – 23.59 at Adam Suite 

Sun Sept 19
th
 Social Evening 10.00 – 16.00 

 GENERAL MEETING 11.00 – 12.30 
 at Adam Suite 
 Light buffet 12.30 – 14.00 

OBA Displays and Sales at Adam 
Suite 

Others: - Large Display – all weekend provide by 
British Deaf History Society. 
A bar / Refreshments / hot snacks for purchase 
throughout the events. 
Interpreters and use of all the hotel facilities 
(Swimming pool, Gym, Dance studio) and grounds 
All events above are to be held at the hotel throughout 
the weekend. 
 

All for £60 per head inclusive 
 
ACCOMODATION AT EDINBURGH CAPITAL 

HOTEL 
Please note that Edinburgh Capital Hotel have 86 
twin / double rooms and only 3 single rooms 
(Also have 5 Triple rooms and 9 Family rooms)  
All prices below are including Scottish Breakfast 
Double/Twin Room  £115 per room per night 
Single Room (3)  £105 per room per night 
(Two singles should booked for twinned rooms) 
 

Price List 
One Dinner ticket    £60 
Two Dinner tickets    £120 
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Single Room 
One Dinner ticket and one night at hotel £165 
One Dinner ticket and two nights at hotel £270 
Double/Twin Room 
Two Dinner tickets and one night at hotel £235 
Two Dinner tickets and two nights at hotel  £350 
 

There are two methods of the payment 
A deposit form is attached here. We will need a 
deposit of £10 per ticket and £10 per room if 
desired. Full amount is to be settled and be paid 
before June 30th 2010. A cheque should be 
payable to ‘OBA’s Grand Reunion’ 
 

OR 
 

A Standing Order Mandate form is attached here. 
As for the standing Order, I have calculated, so 
that you will know the cost and to meet with your 
needs. 
 

Calculation on 24 Instalments 
Instalments from June 2008 till May 2010 

One ticket and 
one night at hotel  £7.50 per month 
Two tickets and 
one night at hotel  £10 per month  
One ticket and 
two nights at hotel  £12.50 per month 
Two tickets and  
two nights at hotel  £15 per month 
 
In the Standing Order mandate form, your bank 
account details are required, along with your 
signature and date. The form is to be handed in 
or posted to your bank. During 2010, a personal 
balance sheet will be posted to you for 
observation and for your approval. An owing 
balance must be settled and be paid before 
June 30th 2010. Should you wish to cancel for 
any reason as long as it is before June 30th 2010; 
the sum will be reimbursed 
Please feel free to ask any questions, I will be 
happy to help.  Thank You                  

Ron Gibbins
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EDINBURGH GRAND REUNION 2010 
It is about two and half years to our Grand Reunion in Edinburgh and 124 tickets have been 
ordered. As agreed with the Committees, the ticket for the Grand Reunion 2010 Dinner will be 
£60 per person, two tickets per member. 
 
Last October 2007 Stuart Healy and I visited the venue of the hotel, Edinburgh Capital Hotel 
which is about 5 miles away from Edinburgh City and Main Railway Station (Edinburgh 
Waverley Station) and there are two direct buses from the City to get to that hotel; it is also 
nearer to the Airport which is about three miles. One morning we spent touring the hotel and 
had a good discussion with the Events Manager of the hotel. The hotel has 111 bedrooms, (See 
Price List above ), which holds about 230 people staying at that hotel compared to the 260 
people that stayed at Woking Holiday Inn at our last Grand Reunion. At that hotel there is a 
dinner function room for up to 300 people which means about 70 people will have to stay at a 
different hotel. OBA felt that the number of guests attending will be between 250 and 270 
guests. Also the hotel has facilities that we can use – Swimming pool, Gym and Dance Studio. 
The hotel has 100 car park spaces. According to the British Deaf History Society, there will be 
school displays, film shows and the OBA, itself, will also set up their own displays, sales, etc. 
 
So far 55 bedrooms have been booked for Grand Reunion 2010. That means it will be a first 
come first served basis. You must be a member of OBA, if not send £10 to Ron Gibbins, 27 
Mahon Close, Enfield Middx EN1 4DG for renewal or as new member. OBA has made the 
booking, so hurry! Start instalments, see separate sheet. 
 
We have named the official date for the reunion – Friday Sept 17th to Sunday September 19th 
2010 
 
The Grand Reunion 2010 will be a special occasion for the Old Burwoodian Association – it is 
50 year OBA – we formed around 1960. The guests of honour will be announced later. 

 

Edinburgh Capital Hotel  
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Grand Reunion on September 2010  

The renewal members / new members from October 1
st 

2006 will be eligible for tickets: we will remind 

the non – members (for those who had been members before expiring date – September 30
th 

2006) once 
again.  
 
The following members have ordered 2 tickets each unless stated otherwise in brackets below. 
(Up to Date March 1st

 

2008) –  
 
S.Armstead  S.Healy (1)  C.Rayment  R Taylor C Boswell 
L.Banks  I.Hewitt  C.Roach  M Freund  G Sanders 
J.Billam  S.Holliday  C.Sayer   A Sharp C Kiel 
M.Burton  M.Howgate  D.Schofield  M Bogard M Haywood 

I.Cooke P.Jackson  K.Templeton P Barcy M Watson (1) 

C.Davies (1) S Lee (1)  M.Towler   E Vidler (1) S Gibson 
Paul Davis  D.Lewis  I.Townsley (1)  P Mowat J Jenner 
G.Eagling  A.McKee  D.Valentine K Mowat  M Heaton 
S.Fisher  D.Morris  M. Van Oestren  I Mackay (1) J Kelberman 

M.Flower  S.Mullins  C.Walden   J Kettle H Klein 
R.Gibbins  I.Paul  N.Warnock  J Pearson K Excell 
O.Westbury  R. Willson  T.Woolfe   H.Woolfe  G Ferguson 

P Chee (1) B McGrath M Kelly S.Hetherington S.Lupton 
N.Sturley 
 

124 tickets 

 
Staff News 
 

 

Miss Prentis is going on a World Cruise in the New 
Year, being collected from her house by car and 
taken to the ship in Southampton.  She will be gong 
through the Panama Canal and visiting the 
Galapagos Islands. 
 

Mr Clark tells us that, years ago, at Candlemas, the 
village children of Whitford processed around the old 
farmhouse near Holywell, after dismantling the Crib 
and watching shadowgraph figures acting out the 
Presentation of Jesus.  In January 2007 “Simeon and 
Anne flew up from Wales to help us celebrate 
Candlemas in the Cathedral.”  The vicar at Whitford 
had become Provost of Aberdeen Cathedral and so 
Mr and Mrs Clark were invited to take part there: it 
was like a dream – an invitation out of the blue for 
them. 
 

Margaret Tatham at The Rectory Broadway 
Christmas 2007 
 

She says, “……..  about the Tathams in 2007. 
Andrew and I have done absolutely nothing 
memorable in the year. We have just got on with the 
daily church and college round! However our life has 
changed quite dramatically- we are now 
grandparents (through Hugh and Claire) and also the 
very busy planners of a wedding, for Alice and Aaron 
who are marrying on July 10 at Broadway church. So 
you see one can just sit back and be hit by events!  
 

William Francis Tatham was born on 21st July in 
Hereford hospital in the midst of the summer floods. 
Fortunately Claire had been in hospital for some days 
so there was no emergency about this.  William is an 
 
 

absolute joy and at nearly five months now weighs 
well over 14lbs. Last time we saw him (at a rugby 
match in Taunton) he was cooing back when I talked 
to him. As we had our holiday in Watchet we were 
able to see him at two days old and have seen him 
quite frequently since. I am totally besotted - he's the 
most wonderful grandchild ever born. 
 

Alice and Aaron got engaged while we were away at 
half term and we are very pleased with this. He is a 
very nice man and a tennis coach, but has recently 
gone into sports venue management, so they have a 
lot in common.  We have met his parents and they 
are lovely. 
 

Andrew and I will be spending Christmas between 
here and Watchet with a brief foray north over New 
Year. We shall be very glad to see any visitors here 
over the year, just phone us from the M5, A303, 
A358 or whatever road you are on.  We are still there 
from Wednesday night to Friday morning most 
weeks.” 
Mrs Schofield (Corbin) and Sally have completely 
given up smoking: it took just 5 hours at a special 
conversation group..  Also, they are going to New 
York for 4 nights soon.   
 

Mr Fertray cannot believe that eleven years have 
passed since he left BPS and 2 years already since 
the Grand Reunion.  He says, “We live in a 
comfortable and spacious house in a lovely area 
where the people are friendly and helpful, but have 
not yet fully got used to the French way of life.”   
Maybe they will one day return to England.  They 
meet their grandchildren 3 or 4 times a year, but they 
are now 17, 16 and 11 !  (We know the feeling !  Ed.)  
Their son, Julian, is teaching English in ….. Moscow 
(!) where he hopes to marry his partner before 
returning to France (or Belgium). 
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Colin and Sylvia Sayer have had an ‘interesting’ 
year.  In April Colin chopped the end of his thumb 
straight off with a machete (billhook), while chopping 
wood - an unwise procedure.  The hospital was fine, 
and then Sylvia cared for the thumb excellently, and 
it simply created a scab and regrew the missing part 
under the scab, which fell off after about 2 months.  
Colin felt that the thumb was cleverer than him, as he 
certainly couldn’t have done it !  You cannot tell 
which is the new end ! 
 

A week after chopping Geoffrey Eagling gave Colin a 
lift to the Old Burwoodian Association mini reunion in 
Redhill (which he much enjoyed) and Colin was 
asked what he had done with his thumb.  He said, of 
course, “I was chopping a piece of wood like this 
(demonstration with right hand as machete) …… “  
Ronald Gibbins came and put his arms around Colin, 
as the demonstration had been altogether too 
realistic:  when he hit his injured thumb with his right 
hand - it hurt far more than when he did it with the 
machete …. 
 

Also in April we started investigating PV 
(Photovoltaic) solar panels.  We were visited and the 
kitchen / bathroom roof was measured, several 
times, and declared to be just big enough for a 2 
Kilowatt system.  A second, more detailed visit, and 
all went well until the engineer saw our fuse box.  “No 
solar panels at all !” he said.  Apparently our lighting 
system was too unsafe for him to connect their 
panels to our system. 
 

A short long story. In August, after various estimates, 
we have had the entire house rewired, top to bottom.  
Sylvia described it as “moving house every day for 
2½ weeks”.  It turned out that our entire electrical 
system had been unsafe for the 39 years we have 
been here: an overhead supply which was not 
earthed at all.  The lighting wiring was exactly 54 
years old: Mr Harris, who lived next door, had 
electricity installed along our road in 1953 so that he 
could watch the Coronation on TV. 
 

Then the solar panels were installed: we use as 
much of the electricity we generate as we wish and 
also sell half of our annual production to nPower, 
being paid the same price as we pay them for the 
power we buy from them.  We’ll give an update next 
year, after it has been going for a year. 
 

Old Burwoodians 
 

78 Raymond Lee  says, “My work has taken up a lot 
of my time.   This year my company completed a new 
building with 32 apartments, an underground car park 
and rooftop gardens at Garratt Lane, Wandsworth. 
That was in mid-August.  After that, I was sent to 
Maidstone to assist with the problems involving 8 
town houses and I successfully solved the 
problems within 6 weeks and the project was handed 
over along with 22 apartments.  At the end of 
September, I was asked to help out with the 
problems on a new housing estate at Kings Hill near 
Tonbridge.  Within three weeks, the works were put 
back on course with the project and the labour 
problems with the sub-contractors sorted. And then, I 
was packed off to Whitgift Street in Croydon to help 

out all over again... I am there at the time of writing to 
you. 
  

Lesley and I are due to fly off to Barbados on 28 
November for a fortnight and we are looking forward 
to the break. The beautiful thing about December is 
that when we come back on 13 December, I only 
work for 4 days before taking my Xmas holidays until 
2 January. I have been informed that I shall be going 
to another site in Hackney, a £12 million pounds 
contract involving two apartment blocks. Should I say 
how exciting? No, how dreary!” 
 

80B  Michael Towler says, “I’m fine and still working 
for the same firm ( Several changes in name.) now 
since 28

th
  August 1966 ( over 41 years ) and Astrid 

and I are grandparents for the second time now 
grandson Jacob has arrived (born on 13th November 
2007),  brother for Bethany ( now 7 ) 
Robert Taylor, Stuart Healy , Peter Mowat and 
Ronald saw us at Leeds before Xmas and said that I 
looked like Mr Sayer with grown beard as I’m doing a 
sponsored hairshave with 6 other of my friends on     
Feb 23rd 2008 for our Club bar.  I will get a photo of 
myself before and after the shave ) 
 

102 David Bullock says, “I am fine and have been " 
retired" for the last 18 months. I now have a part time 
job as a support worker to a young Deaf man who 
has a mild Autism working in a Kitchen at a day 
Centre.  Also I am the Chair of Hampshire Deaf 
Association which has an annual turnover of one 
million plus.  
At the same venue where the BDA had a 
Conference which I attended for a day in the evening 
I met Mark Heaton who is well and busy at his place 
of work at Preston University where he works as a 
senior lecturer / Course leader. He is now a 
Grandfather.  
 

129 Martin Bogard  and Heidi moved to a brand 
new house near Great Dunmow on 25 January .   
There will be some work to do on it such as putting 
new tiles and laminates on floors and other essential 
jobs in the huge garden sometime in spring.  
 

145 Simon Fisher says, “  This is my first year of 
working at a cookie manufacturer and as the leader 
of the wrapping process, I just try to be kind to 
everyone and have us all work together as friends.  
When I try to work too hard I sometimes get tired, but 
still I like this place where all support each other. 
 

We had a lovely Christmas present.  My whole family 
bought a new puppy for Christmas and it is now 
settled at home with us.  We named her ‘Midnight’ 
and it is a chocolate Labrador.” 
(See also photo page) 
 

198 Conrad Kiel and Katie have enjoyed / endured 
3 months of DIY kitchen / dining room renovation and 
then 3 months of bedroom renovation: results 
appreciated.  The family were “sick as parrots” during 
February / March and Conrad had his knee operated 
on. 
In July Conrad went off to the Dolomites for a 
climbing / walking / camping holiday with men 
friends, while Katie and family went picnicking / 
walking at National Trust places and then in August 
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Katie and Conrad spent their wedding anniversary in 
the Cotswolds, mostly walking and picnicking again.   
They visited family and friends in August – Katie’s 
brother (Michael Aston) and brother in law (Stephen 
Gibson) celebrated their 50

th
 birthdays.  Michael went 

bike riding in Norway / Finland / Sweden to celebrate 
his. In September Conrad went sailing in the English 
Channel: Ella joined a ballet class and Eloise joined 
Rhythm Time – a music class.  In October they 
attended a few Halloween parties – as a pumpkin 
and a wizard. 
Conrad and Stephen flew to Edinburgh to watch 
Scotland vs All Blacks (0 - 20. apparently…) 
 

222 Leslie and Trudi Banks tell us, “Leslie started 
his new job (with Stena Drilling) in January and 
enjoys it very much. He has visited several countries 
for work purposes (probably a busman's holiday??) - 
Sweden, Norway, Czech Rep, Denmark, Poland, 
South Korea (!). He even went on a course at 
Cambridge for four weeks (four one week courses 
over two months). 
 

We dropped our plan to move down to the south (as 
Leslie got the new job in Aberdeen) therefore we 
found a lovely three bed detached house with garage 
which we moved into on 16 th March. The house has 
got a name - Cairdeil - a Gaelic word for 'friendly’.  
After some minor work, such as decorating, the 
house is completed and we all love it but Trudi 
doesn't enjoy the extra housework as we have the 
extra room area which is the boys' play room at the 
moment and utility room! 
 

Trudi completed her contract with the Scottish 
Council on Deafness after three years, during the 
end of March.  Since then, Trudi has been doing 
some counselling / teaching work but has been 
offered a part-time job as a specialist counsellor 
starting sometime in 2008 in Lothian. 
 

As for holidays - we went to Filey (in Yorkshire) for 
one week and got only one sunny day! It was a totally 
wet week but we had good fun with another family 
who went on holiday with us.  We were lucky, as 
Filey was flooded a week after we went home!  We 
went to Helensburgh (near Loch Lomond) for Bank 
Holiday weekend in September and enjoyed it very 
much.   
 

Leslie went to Cape Town in South Africa for 10 days 
in early October and played for Scotland in the World 
Deaf Squash Tournament. Trudi and the wee boys 
went to Center Parcs near the Lake District for a few 
days with a friend during the same week.  Well done 
to Scotland as Leslie's team got the bronze medal. 
 

With our boys - they are growing up far too quick (!) 
for our liking but we had a lot of funny times, too 
many to mention.  (See photo page) Bradley is now 
four years old and loves his preschool unit where he 
learnt a lot of things (in preparation for his move into 
a new school in August 2008).  He would go there 
24/7 if he got the chance!  He is very good with 
numbers and still loves to read books.  He has got 
lots of friends as he went to lots of parties (leaving 
his mummy a big hole in her pocket!) even his own 
one - 4 th birthday party at a play centre with 24 kids 

(because he wanted to invite everyone in his 
preschool unit) in tow where he enjoyed himself very 
much. 
 
Rory is nearly two (on 14 th January and a bit of a 
daredevil! He loves his Thomas and his friends 
especially that James (one of those trains if you 
wondered) is his favourite. He has started a new 
hobby - vehicle spotting!  He loves to look out for 
cars, buses, lorries, tractors, etc where he points and 
yells 'bus' plus signing at the same time! He can be 
stubborn (sometimes) but is a very friendly wee boy 
who loves to talk (sign) a lot. He loves his toddlers 
unit at nursery and we're thinking of an extra day for 
Rory to go to nursery (from two days per week to 
three) because Rory cried or kept asking for Bradley 
on the day when Rory stayed with his mummy (while 
Bradley was at nursery). 
 
Lastly, we enjoyed the Christmas festive season as 
Leslie and Trudi attended Stena's Annual Dinner & 
Dance. We had a superb time, with lovely meals and 
drinks. 
  
239 Mark Wheatley  Peter Jackson says, “ I met 
Mark Wheatley at the BDA Congress in Southport 
last week; he gave a plenary lecture. (Other Old Boys 
there included Mark's dad Ken, Peter Mowat, David 
Bullock and surprise, surprise - because I've never 
seen him since he left school - John Jones).  

The reason you will be pleased is that I am sure you 
never dreamed that one of your "boys" would be the 
Executive Director for the European Union of the 
Deaf.  Mark is based in Brussels and travels all over 
the EU attending to Deaf issues, and also meets 
MEPs from many countries on a regular basis. “ 

 
243 Peter Davis says, “ I am a keen cameraman 
(Rather - Camera-flyer since being involved in 
"Video-flying" taking pictures (stills) & videos of other 
people skydiving) and am always looking into areas 
where videos can be improved with modern 
technology.   I’ve only done 120 mins in video flying...   
(2 hours seems a lot to me!  Ed.) 
 
267 John Mancini ran in the Bath Half Marathon and 
raised £2133 for Dorothy House Hospice, in memory 
of his father, who died in 2006.. 
 
He is going to run the Bath Half Marathon again in 
March and the London Marathon in April, for the 
same cause. 
 
319 Jason Vessey has been back in England for 
more than one year now and is working in 
Birmingham. He and his girlfriend (Helen) are living 
with Martyn and Kirsty at the moment till they receive 
their key for a new house not far from their house!   
 
(See Martyn Vessey and Raju Navaratnarajah on 
page 14) 
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Can you help? 
 

For the Edinburgh Grand Reunion 2010 I am producing a “50 year OBA Magazine” but would 
like to have copies of those stated below, if any of you have these could you please send 
copy/copies to:  
Mr R J Gibbins 27 Mahon Close, Enfield, Middx. EN1 4DG or email gibbins3364@aol.com 
(photos to be jpeg). 
 
 
Date    Functions     Have you got it? 
  
October 28th 1967  Manchester Dinner    Ticket, Menu 
 
April 19th 1969  Football Match between    Photos 

Mary Hare Old Boys and 
Burwood Park School Old Boys 

 
October 18th 1969  BPS Old Boys & MHGS Old Boys  Photos 
    Reunion 

 
March 11th 1972  Inter House Cross Country Run  Shield 
 
October 12th 1974  Dinner & Dance at Centre Airport  Ticket, Menu, Photos 
 
During 1980   Pub Evening at New Savoy Tavern Any Photos 
 
During 1980   Squash Club Fund    Canoe!! 
 
June 27th 1981  Five a side Football Match   Reports, Results, Photos 
 
June 26th 1982  OBA 21st Celebration   Five a side football Report 
          Celebration Report, Photos 
 
October 12th 1991  Buffet at Eccleston Square, Victoria, Ticket, Report, Photos 
    London     Football Match Report (pm) 
 
March 17th 2001  Kenilworth Grand Reunion   Ticket, Photos 
 
June 26th 2004  Mini Reunion, Birmingham Deaf Club Reports, Photos 
 
November 27th 2004 Mini Reunion, Preston (Wetherspoon) Reports, Photos 
 
1964 – 1979 Old Burwoodian Magazines  

1 – 13/14 – All copies 
------------- 

 
Any Photos during the 50 year OBA on Sports, Activities, Dinner/Dance, etc. – only OBA Events 
 

Ron Gibbins 

mailto:gibbins3364@aol.com

