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Editorial    Bit@oldburwodianassociation.co.uk 
 
Almost all the contributions for this edition are from “Senior” Old 
Burwoodians – and are very much appreciated. 
 
However, we do really want contributions from our younger 
members – you are the future of the OBA …  Get writing!!  Write 
about your jobs, activities, holidays, interests, opinions and so 
on.  The BiT is – YOU.   
 
This edition looks back to the very early days of BPS – what has 
the distance to Oulton in Suffolk got to do with us all?  Who is 
mentioned in the letters from 50 years ago? Read on …  The 
conversation between Lady Boyd and Sylvia and me will 
continue to appear in instalments in future editions. 
 
But remember – the Old Burwoodian Association is not just for 
Old Codgers like the Editor.  What all of you out there are 
achieving now is just as much part of the history of Burwood as 
what was happening 20, 30, 40 or 50 years ago…. 
 

 
Mini Reunions are fun!!         Plymouth  October 15th  2009    
Be there!!              C.S.  
2 
Remember the webpage  
http://www.oldburwoodianassociation.co.uk 
 

BIT is supported by 
The Ewing Foundation 

If you have any comments, queries or ideas for future issues, contact one of us above.

mailto:l955%1E1996@hotmail.com
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The Display Cabinet from the Front Hall at School is now in regular use 
at the Headquarters of the British Deaf History Society in Warrington 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     New display cases between the legs 
 
 
In the BiT 23 was a photograph of the cabinet in our 
garden.  I had rescued it from outside the school and it 
stood in our ‘den’ for some years.  I had no idea where it 
would end up, so I had begun to think I would have to 
destroy it, to Sylvia’s horror, but then the BDHS offered to 
take it over. It is brilliant to see it back in such excellent 
use.  Mr Barker would be delighted and the boys who 
made it must be well pleased.  I certainly am !     C.S. 
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50 Years ? 
 

Paul Davis has posed an interesting question. 
 

If the school was founded in 1955, how can the Reunion in 2010 be called a 50th 
Reunion? 
 

The answer lies in a letter, from July 1958 which turned up in a box of correspondence 
that Lord Boyd sent me a year or two ago and which is now in the Archive.  It is from Mr 
Wood to Mr Norfolk, saying that he hopes to be able to start up an Old Boys Association 
soon, when suitable Old Boys are prepared to take part. 
 

So, the 2010 Reunion is not being organised by Burwood Park School, but by the Old 
Burwoodian Association, which is indeed 50 years old, having changed its name when 
girls joined the school. 
 

You will be able to read all about the history of the OBA in the most excellent OBA Diary 
(some 100 pages) which Ron Gibbins has almost finished compiling.  It will first appear 
at the Reunion itself. 
 

You can imagine me sitting on the floor of our sitting room here in Ottershaw, realising 
that I was genuinely reading History, when I first came across this letter written some 50 
years ago.  It is such a shame that Mr Wood was not able to see how his idea of the 
Association is so much alive and well 50 years after he wrote that letter. 
 

But Mr McAlpine, who was also a Founder Manager when Mr Norfolk received the letter, 
is now a Trustee of the Ewing Foundation which funds the production of the Boars in 
Touch, which is the lifeblood of the Association. 
 

So it is indeed a 50th Anniversary and we are all a part of living history, which stretches 
on from that letter of July 1958.    (See the paragraph below)             C.S    

The Burwood Archive is still growing !! 

 

In March I delivered the second set of Burwood Archive Microfilms to Geoffrey Eagling for the British 
Deaf History Society.  The first set is in Woking at the Surrey History Centre and Lady Boyd agreed with 
my suggestion of a second set to be available for viewing further north.  Manchester City Library was 
prepared to have them, but I did not manage to take them there, which turned out for the best because in 
the meantime the BDHS had set up their headquarters in Warrington, with microfilm viewing facilities.  
This is a far more appropriate home for them and I am certain that Lady Boyd would be delighted.                          
 

A most recent interesting addition to the Archive has come from Simon Fisher.  His mother and he had 
kept quite possibly all the documents relating to all the schools he attended, his time at the College and 
his audiology appointments from the issue of his first hearing aid to the time he left Norfolk House.  This 
represents a most complete picture of the kind of educational journey made by an Old Burwoodian in the 
late 20th century.  I have been told that the Burwood Archive is one of the most complete, all-round 
archives in the Surrey History Centre, and this is a fine addition. 
 

Another splendid addition is some 300 photographs from Mr Young, which include many faces for the 
first time – again much appreciated.      Incidentally every edition of the BiT goes in, too.       C.S.  
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When Stuart Healy Met Elizabeth Taylor. 
 

In the September 2008 issue of BiT, I read about how my friend Ronald Gibbins met Spencer Tracy, a 
legend of the Hollywood screen. Seeing that photograph of Ronald with Spencer brought back some 
happy memories for me of when I met my idol, Elizabeth Taylor. Spencer Tracy featured in the film 
'Father of the Bride' with Elizabeth Taylor and of course, they are film icons. 
 

Ever since I was at Burwood Park School, I collected cuttings from newspapers of Elizabeth Taylor to 
make my treasured scrapbook. I had cherished a dream that someday, somewhere, I would meet 
Elizabeth Taylor face to face. 
 

In March I982, I took a trip to London to see my idol perform in the London play 'The Little Foxes'. I had 
requested to go backstage to meet Elizabeth Tayfor but I was told 'no chance', I wouldn't be able to meet 
her. However, despite not being able to hear the play, it was worth the trip just to see on stage the 
superstar who had been the subject of my scrapbook for the past 20 years. I had my book of cuttings 
with me and was hoping to see Elizabeth and get it signed, but unfortunately this was not to be, as the 
crowds and the bodyguards made it impossible for me to see her. However, I did manage to leave my 
scrapbook with a stage-door attendant who told me that Elizabeth might sign it and promised to return it 
by post. So I left behind my most treasured possession and returned home to Leeds. 
 

Time passed and there was no sign of my scrapbook, so in desperation I wrote to Elizabeth Taylor 
expressing my disappointment. Around this time I was due to visit London for a BDA Conference and 
asked to pop into the theatre to collect my scrapbook. 
 

Soon afterwards, Elizabeth Taylor’s bodyguard telephoned my Mum at home to say that my scrapbook 
had been passed on to Elizabeth and she was so impressed that she said she'd like to meet me when I 
visited London. At first my Mum feared it was a hoax but was finally convinced that the invitation for me 
to visit was completely genuine. 
 

I was so excited and suffered much 
leg-pulling from friends and workmates 
before leaving for the big day. On 
arrival at the theatre I was escorted to 
the star's dressing room and I was 
immediately put at ease by the warm, 
friendly welcome from Elizabeth; I was 
actually meeting her face to face! 
 

She said how impressed she had been 
with my scrapbook and signed it, as 
well as my programme from the theatre 
performance. It read: `To Stuart, with 
love and peace, Elizabeth Taylor’. 
Before departing, with each giving the 
American one-handed sign for “I love 
you", I asked the bodyguard to take a 
photograph and Elizabeth willingly 
agreed. We chatted for about 20 
minutes and she planted a kiss on 
each cheek. 

 

So ended a dream outing, I will never forget that day.     Stuart  Healy 
 
 
A Suggestion from Simon Fisher 
 
If anyone would like to find a different or better job as a sign language teacher or communicator 
your application form can say:-“I have some experience in sign language and English and sign 
language psychology with college students.      I now wish to apply for a job as English / Maths 
teacher as many students want to learn these subjects.”    Then you can write down about your 
skills on your application form.    If the employer invites you for interview, they must arrange for 
a sign language interpreter.     Consider the questions and give the answers very carefully and 
be positive.      Say things as simply as you can.     Simon Fisher 
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A Series of letters from 1958 that I (C.S.) find fascinating.  50 years ago!  
 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OF THE DEAF 
THE UNIVERSITY  MANCHESTER 13 
   Telephone  ARDwick 3333    Extension 134 
 
AWGE/SLC           lst October, 1958. 
 
Dear Mr. Norfolk, 
 

During the session that is just beginning we are providing in this 
Department, for the first time, a specialised training for teachers who wish 
to prepare for secondary work with deaf boys and girls. I should like very 
much to be able to arrange for two students to take a month's teaching 
practice at Burwood Park in January and early February. 

 

I hope that Lady Patricia and you would agree that this may prove a 
good way of bringing some of our best students into contact with the kind of 
work for which Burwood Park was founded. 

 

The arrangements would be like those for the teaching practice of our 
students in other schools. The two students at Burwood Park would be visited 
twice in the month that they spent there by a tutor, also by Dr. Watson or 
me, to supervise, and help them in planning their teaching practice in the 
school. I have sounded Mr. Wood and find that he would agree.   Mr. Askew 
has agreed that he is prepared to have two students at Mary Hare and Mr. S. 
J. Blount has agreed to have two students, at the Nutfield Priory Secondary 
School. The approval of the governing bodies is, of course, necessary in 
each case. 

 

I note that Mr. Watkins will be leaving Burwood Park at the end of the 
present term and that he will not, now, be attending the proposed refresher 
course in this Department. 

 

 My wife joins in sending our best wishes to Lady 
Patricia and to you, 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 

                        Professor. 
………………………………. 
 
 4th December,1958. 
W.E.Wood. Esq. B.Sc, 
Burwood Park School, 
Walton on Thames, 
Surrey. 
 
Dear Mr. Wood, 
 

I hear from Professor Ewing that he is sending Mr. Grave and a Mr. Sayer for teaching practice at the 
School from 19th January to 13th February.  This is very interesting; while they are there we must try and see Mr. 
Sayer. He obtained an Honours degree at Oxford in German and French which, of course, are not subjects, which 
we want but I wonder if he will prove to be able to offer any other subjects which would be suitable for us.  If so, it 
might be worth while considering him for a post. 

 
I suppose you wrote to Mr. Grave after the Governors' meeting confirming that he would be offered an 

appointment at the School when he completes his course at Manchester. 
Yours sincerely,            (Presumably Mr Norfolk) 
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                           BURWOOD PARK SCHOOL 
 

                                 Headmaster: W. E. WOOD, B.5c. 
 

All correspondence should be  
addressed to the Headmaster. 
     Telephone No. 
      Waltonon-Thames 2461 
 

                           8th December, 1958 

WALTON ON THAMES 
SURREY 

 
B.A. Norfolk, Esq., 
11 St, James’s Square, 
LONDON.  SW.1. 

 
Dear Mr. Norfolk, 

 

Thank you for your letter of the 4th December. 
 

We have completed the arrangements for Mr. Grave and Mr. Saver to do 
their teaching practice at the school next term but I am still awaiting word 
from their tutor to let me know a little more about the arrangements for 
their actual teaching practice. I am very pleased to hear of the 
qualifications of Mr. Sayer and I think it would be a very good idea to see 
him while he is down in view of his obviously high qualifications. Even 
though he may not have any other suitable subjects to offer at the G.C.E. 
Level, he may very well be a good type to have as a resident master at some 
time in the future. 

 

I am pleased to confirm that arrangements have been completed for Mr. 
Grave to take up the appointment offered to him in September next. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

              
…………………….. 

9th December,1958. 
Professor A.W.G.Ewing, 
The University, 
Manchester. 
 
Dear Professor Ewing, 
 
When I heard from you about the arrangements that had been made for Mr. Grave and Mr. Sayer to do their 
teaching practice at Burwood Park School I wrote to Mr. Wood to tell him how pleased Lady Patricia and I were 
about it and also told him that we would try and see Mr. Sayer while he was there as, on paper, he looked to be the 
sort of man we want to get on the staff of the School. 

 
I am sending you a copy of his reply (Mr Wood’s).  I am pleased to see that he is with us. 
 
I have just received your letter of the 8th December. Fortunately we have been able to stick to the original date for 
the Managers' Meeting. Lady Patricia’s plans have been altered, 

 
Yours sincerely,     (Presumably Mr Norfolk) 

…………………………………………… 
(And what happened?  During our month as students I realised that I really wanted to teach at 
Burwood but there was no job vacancy.  So I was delighted and very surprised to be asked to 
go to Mr Wood’s office to find Mr Wood, Lady Boyd and Mr Norfolk there.  They asked me f I 
would like to work at BPS.  “Certainly.”  “Would you teach Maths (my weakest subject)?”  
“Certainly.”   “And would you teach Calculus to Advanced Level?”  “Certainly.”    !!!!!!!! 
I taught English for 30 years – and Maths for one term in Mr Thomas’ time.     C.S.) 
(About 20 years later I discovered that Calculus is completely incomprehensible.) 
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Mini Reunion     Plymouth       October       arranged by Richard Willson 
 

Friday evening 16th  to Sunday 18th     Full details with this edition. 
 

Any enquiries please contact Richard on Fax: 01708 378282    
 

SMS: 07942 970504   Email  richardawillson@gmail.com
 

“Please pencil it in your diary or calendar” 
 

 

                                                                                                                                   

   →   
Victoria 
Sambrook
 
Who is it ?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you again ! 
 

When I retired in 1994 
the Parents kindly 
gave me the garden 
chair which I have 
been using ever 
since.  It comes 
camping with us, as 
well as being used 
regularly in the 
garden.  It has now 
got its new cushion, 
as shown here.

 
Michael Towler’s 60th Birthday Party was held at Leeds Deaf Club on July 11th 2009. 

His 60th birthday was on July 7th. 
 

     
              Birthday Cake                        P.Mowat, S.Healy, A.Krishna, Helen Mowat, Pauline Gibbins, R.Gibbins            Michael Towler 

 
Mr and Mrs Robert Taylor and Stuart Lee also were at the party. 

 
Mini Reunion Report (Milton Keynes) 

 
 The OBA’s April 18th 2009 Mini-Reunion was held at 
the Wetherspoon Pub in Milton Keynes town centre on a nice 
Saturday evening. 

 Three OBA members, Mr. David Kettle with his wife, 
Colin Sayer and Ron Gibbins with his wife and a non member, 
Derek Rowley, a local lad, attended the Mini-Reunion. We all 
had a quiet relaxing evening. Colin Sayer had brought photos 
albums and some films to see on computer. 

  

mailto:richardawillson@gmail.com
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 David Kettle and his wife c
Keynes from Spalding but
interesting conversation abou
Colin some display photos
Reunion. 

 I hope the next Mini Reu ion
more members attending, it w
in October 2009 arranged by R
Thank you to all who mad
Keynes, but a shame it was
attended. 
 
Ron Gibbins 

ame to Milton 
 he gave us some 
t space. Ron showed 
 for the Edinburgh 

n  will have 
ill be held in Plymouth 
ichard Willson. 

e this trip to Milton 
 only six people who 

 
Ron’s 60th Birthday Party 

 

People reaching their 60th Birthday is a once a lifetime experience having a special party for 
guests so I had a special 60th Birthday party held at Holiday Inn, Borehamwood on May 9th 2009: actually 
my birthday is on May 6th the same as my late mother.  What is so special about my birthday party is the 
gatherings of Burwood Park School class of 1961 and other old pupils, Lewisham Deaf Football mates, 
Goody family – my mother’s side of the family and my family and other friends that I have not seen for a 
long time.  Why Borehamwood?  I live in Enfield about 12 miles away and I used to work at GEC 
Avionics at Borehamwood for about twenty years; it was also easy for my guests to access here from the 
A1 and M25. 

 

The party started at 7pm in the function room, enough for 120 guests including about 15 of my 
family seated around 10 tables spread around with lovely candles on each table and balloons. There 
was a great finger buffet provided. There was a film display of Ron starting from the age of 6 months to 
the present day and also three photo albums of me and my friends and family for guests to look at.  
These film shows and Photo Albums were a great way to lift the spirit of my Party.   Guests at the party 
were waving and chatting giving a great atmosphere, some having not seen each other for a long time – 
guests came from Grimsby, Nottingham, Plymouth, Gillingham, Southport, Leeds, Eastbourne, Swindon, 
Kings Lynn, Maidstone and Ottershaw (Mr and Mrs Sayer) etc… 

 

Half way through I made a speech – it was about me being deaf from the age of 7 months due to 
meningitis and my parents being concerned about my future, so my mother went to RNID for information 
about deaf education and so on.   In the mid 1950’s I went to RNID with other deaf children to meet 
Spencer Tracy who has a deaf son living in America.  I went to Blanche Neville School in Tottenham 
from the age of 4 and then at the age of 11 I took the 11+ exam for better education.  I went to Burwood 
Park School for further tests before the education department decided whether they would send me to 
Burwood Park or Mary Hare or neither. The first letter arrived saying I had passed to go to Mary Hare 
Grammar School but a few days later another letter came saying I am going to Burwood Park School.  In 
1961 my Form 1 class consisted of 9 of us with a form master, Mr C Sayer, and I am glad that all except 
one came to my party alongside old pupils as well – the total of old pupils was 17 plus an ex-teacher. 

 

 After leaving school I worked a 5 year apprenticeship at Sangamo Weston Ltd, Enfield where an 
ex-pupil, Roger Foreman worked before he emigrated to Canada.  During my five year apprenticeship I 
attended East Herts College for a mechanical engineering course.  During my stay at college I played 
football, the confession I made at my party to my Lewisham players was that I was a goalkeeper for the 
college XI for a year.  At school I played forward, scoring goals.   A year later Robert Taylor and twin 
brothers, Alan and David Paull, from Mary Hare Grammar School asked me to join Lewisham Deaf 
Football Club which I thought was too far from North London.  Anyway I joined them and I had a great 
time with them for about 10 years.  Glad to see some of our Lewisham Football mates came along to the 
party – Second gathering. 
 

 Third gathering – Goody Family.  I have no brothers and sisters but I have lots of cousins from 
the Goody Family, my mother’s side.  The total cousins that I have are 31, mostly from the Gibbins’ side 
that I rarely see due to age differences. I used to play with these cousins, quite often playing hopscotch 
with girls! and snooker with boys.  We had a good gathering about 5 years ago at Knebworth, 
Hertfordshire.  I am glad some of the Goody family turned up and they enjoyed it so much. The Goody 
family came from a Cockney area, Bethnal Green. 
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 Finally came the fourth gathering, being my family; in 1969 I went to Manor House Deaf Club for 
a dance.  Alan Newman, a friend now living in Grimsby, introduced me to Pauline Bone (now Pauline 
Gibbins) and we got married in 1972 in Bognor Regis. We have two beautiful children, Martin and 
Michelle and two beautiful grandchildren, Grace and Joshua as well a beautiful daughter in law, Sarah. 
 

 Photos were taken of each group and finally my son brought over a Spurs 60th birthday cake – I 
support Spurs and went to my first match in the late 1950s with my father, when Spurs beat Everton 10 – 
4.  Two of my Gibbins’ cousins played for Spurs, one in the1950s and other played in 1975. 
 

 We continued the party till 1am and I thought the party was a special one and I am sure everyone 
enjoyed themselves too.  Thanks to Pauline, Martin and Michelle for helping out at the special day for 
me, especially to Pauline who lost her mum about two weeks before my party.  I miss her so much. 
Thanks to everyone for the gifts.  And not forgetting to say a big thanks to the Holiday Inn staff for their 
excellent service!                                                                                                                   Ron Gibbins 

 
Grace  Martin  Michelle            Pauline               Ron   Joshua      Sarah 

↑  Gibbins    R     

R.Lee,C.Seccombe  
C Sayer  S Healy G 
Eagling 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

↑  R Gibbins      
 L to R : - L Culver 
R Lee  C Seccombe 
C Sayer S Healy G 
Eagling  M Towler  P 
Mowat ←  Top: - K Culver  I 

Townsley  L Culver  R Lee  
R Gibbins  S Healy  G 

Eagling  P Mowat H.Woolfe 
Bottom: - R Willson  I Cooke  

C Sayer  C Seccombe  M 
Towler  R Taylor 
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A Conversation … 
 

… between Lady Boyd and Mr and Mrs Sayer at Ince Castle on Monday 9th June 1997 
 (for much of the time reference is being made to books brought by Mr Sayer, such as photograph 

albums, brochures and so on  Some of the remarks may seem strange, but this was a genuine 
conversation, often with long pauses, and when you remove the pauses it can change the sense. .) 

(Lady Boyd – B.   Mr Sayer – S.   Mrs Sayer – G.  The computer refused to allow me to change ‘B’  to 
‘Lady Boyd’, ‘S.’ to’ Colin’ or ‘G.’ to ‘Sylvia’, as I had intended..) 

 
S   One thing that intrigued us was that, just before I left, I caught sight of this window and we cannot 

remember the name.  It’s a stained glass window.  It’s 6 feet by 4 feet. 
B   Was it supposed to have come from the house? 

   S   Oh yes.  It’s supposed to have been on the staircase.  Drat!  We cannot remember the name.  Do 
you remember there being a stained glass window which dates from the 16th century, or something? 

   B.   Oh lord!  I have no recollection of that.   Certainly not. 
S   Strange, because Mr Wood did a drawing of it  
B.  Oh! 

   S…and I have seen a little tin box …  and I thought … nobody had ever told me how big this was …  and 
I thought the tin box contained the bits of the window … and I can remember …   I think Mr Kell 
showed me the picture and I thought that was what was (in the tin box).  Just after I left there was this 
lovely man, a heraldic sort of researcher and he said, “Would you like to see this window?” and I said, 
“Oh, yes.” And there it was.  It was huge. 

B   Where was it?  Where did you see it? 
             S   When you go up the stairs you go up, you turn right and you turn right again and immediately on your 

left is a window and that window has got the ledge cut away, so it is sloping down below the window. 
B   Mm. 
S   He is convinced that is where it was. 
B   But where did you see it? 
S   I had never seen it.  I had heard of it. 
B   You’d heard of it because …. 
S   But I didn’t see it until after I had left the school. 

            G   You saw it in the school, though, didn’t you.  I mean, it was being put together. 
S   Oh yes.  Yes, it was being put together in the school and it is going to go to Elmbridge Museum for 

proper restoration and then it is going to be put into St Mary’s church in Walton. 
B   Oh, terribly interesting.  No, I don’t think I ever knew it was there.    
S   How amazing!   And eventually it transpired … 
B   Somebody else had taken it out of the packing case and preserved it, I would guess.  I mean, like 

this, maybe the insurance company packed it up. 
S   Ah! 
G   It is thought it was taken down during the war. 
B   Oh, that sounds …  that makes sense, doesn’t it. 

   S   Now what was very strange was, a lady came to the school.  I didn’t see this lady.  (To G) Now, if I 
get this wrong, remind me.  She is supposed to have said that she knew you (B) … that’s right… and 
she is supposed to have said that she played … 

G   Yes, that’s right.  She remembered the window and she remembered you.  That’s what I heard 
second-hand. 

S   … but we couldn’t…  Did you ever live in that (house) ? 
B   No!  (Laughs.) 
S   Yes, That’s what we thought.  I think this lady must have been mistaken. 
B.   Mm. 

          S.   Definitely it’s the name of the family and I think it’s got family crests all over it and apparently it’s really 
quite a significant discovery – rediscovery. 

B   Oh.  And was it a religious subject? 
S   No, no, no.  It was all family crests, I think. 
B   All entirely heraldic? 
S   Yes, I think so. 
G   It was a wedding gift, wasn’t it. 
S   1570.  (Wrong, I think.  Should have been 1670?) 
B   Oh, do keep …   Do let me know when you find out more.  (We haven’t heard any more.. Aug. 2009)) 
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S   And it is lovely to think that it will be put in (St Mary’s church) 
B   Surely, yes.  It will be prepared.  It’s the sort of place where it would be seen. 
S   What I am absolutely staggered by, I was there for 35 years….  George Dobbs  knew about it, 

because I spoke to him. 
B   George Dobbs? 
S   The gardener. 
B   Oh, yes.  Oh, I remember. Oh, yes. 
S   He knew about it.  “Oh, yes”, he said.  “It was in the lean-to, in a crate.”  Mr Wood had never said 

anything and yet he drew it, and Mrs Wood didn’t know about it either. 
  B   That’s extraordinary!  (Laughs)  That’s what I was going to say …  Mrs Wood’s still ….  I haven’t heard 

she is no more. 
S   No, we are going to visit her quite soon. 

               And that was another question I was interested in.  When you were setting up the school, when did Mr 
Wood appear on the scene?  Was it 1954? 

B   Well, between 54 and 55.  I’m not sure, you know.  It was fairly soon after that. 
S   And how did the school come to …. ?  I know about Michael Long. 
B   Yes. 
S   … what was the sequence of events? 
B   Of course the..  Heather Long knew the Ewings and the best … ( Probably ‘people to know’) 
S.   She already knew. 
B.   Yes.  So that’s really what started it.   She said, “We’ll ask the Ewings and see … 
S.   Oh I see.  So he didn’t get into the Mary Hare.  Is that right? 
B.   Yes 
S.   So you worked very fast then ….  He would be 11 then. 
B.   Would he?  He was born in 1940.  So he’d be 14. 
S.   14 !!!  Oh! 
B.   He must have been, because I know ...  Oh, wait a minute….. or was it 41?  He must have been 13. 
S.   And then you heard about…   She spoke to you, or you spoke to her? 
B.   I can’t remember how we met.  (Laughs) 
S.   Whose idea was it to set up the school? 
B.   Oh, it was my idea … but she … and I asked her how one could set about such a thing, really. 
S.   Oh I see.  She must have been thrilled. 
B.   Well, yes, I think she was.  (Laughs) 
S.   And how did one set about such a thing? 
B.   Well, the Ewings told me.  (Laughs.)  You know. 
S.   You knew the house was available and …  
B.   Yes, that was through Bernard Norfolk, you see.  That’s when he came into the picture because he 

lived, of course, there and ….                                       
                                                                                               Rules for the Conduct of the School  1954 
S.   Yes, on the golf course. 
B.   On the golf course. 
S.   And did Professor Ewing come and look at the h

and look it over, as it were? 
ouse 

ust 
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h, very 

B.   They m
have done, 
think.  I 
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going up and 
seeing them in
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S.   Oh.  I 
should thin
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delighted as 
well, wasn’t 
he? 
B.   OLady Boyd, Lady Ewing, probably Mr 

Norfolk, Lord Boyd,  Professor Ewing keen. 
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S.   And so all of this must have been very 

, it’s impossible to remember the 

ou didn’t hang about! 

r Wood comes along and is 

gestion. 
hool 

B.   S orgotten that. 
vice as well, and the Ewings. 

he Ewings, I think. 
   Was that 

B.  
, bang, with 35, wasn’t it? 

h Rosie 

S.   W rrived. 
 

as at the Kingston College of Art.  He was not the Head 

B.   Y
ction!  I almost tugged my forelock 

B.   (L
chool was just opening did you have a 

  B.   Well, you know, if you are keen on something and you see a way of doing something you want to 

S.  w old Michael Long was when he actually got to the 

B.   Y sure. 

imon.  He was a year younger than Simon which 

S.   S

…………………. 

.   I have other books.  Who drew up this, for example – the brochure, the first one? 

quick! 
B.   Yes
exact timing of it all. 
S.   Yes, but I mean y
B.   Oh no, we didn’t hang about.  Well, you 
know … we’d got a house and plenty of 
advice, and …  (Laughs.) 
 
 
 
 
S.   And then M
he giving the last word?  
B.   It was the Ewing’s sug
S.   Because he’d set up another sc

before that, hadn’t he? 
omething like that.   I’d f

S.   So he came along and he was giving ad
B.   No, I don’t seem to remember him giving much advice about it.  More t
S.   Another thing that intrigues me is how on earth did you get hold of 35 pupils all in one go? 

Mr Wood or Professor Ewing. 
 I think Professor Ewing. 

S.   … because it was started
B.   It was, yes.  And they were all different ages.  Hamis

was …..   (section unclear)   
ell, he was still there when I a

B.   Yes, I remember that.   When was that?
S.   59, yes.  He was there in 59. 
B.  59? 
S.   He w

Boy, something like The Senior Boy or something … 
es, something like that. 

S.   … and considerable distin
(when addressing him). 
aughs.) 

←  1954 or 55.  Note the 
l scaffolding and the origina

drive..   C.S.

The first day    
→ 

S.   When the s look – did you see it?  I mean, it must have been 
rather exciting for you to have a whole new staff, and a new Headmaster and 35 pupils and all …  
Did you get a feeling of this? 

get on with it when you are that age.  (Laughs.) 
 You won’t remember …  Oh, I can find out…  ho

school?  That would say how long it took, wouldn’t it? 
es, because I am sure he was among the first batch.  Of that I am 

S.   Yes, he might have been 16.  I think he would …. . 
B.   No, he couldn’t have been.  He was younger than S

makes him ….  50 … how much?  (Laughs.)  Simon’s 56, so Michael must be 55 and you take 
away 41 years from 55.  That makes him 14, doesn’t it? 
o you took about a year! 

B.   I think so. 
 
…
 
S
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From the First Brochure 
 

 
 
B.   Could have been Mr Wood.  I should think more likely him. 
S.   Presumably Professor Ewing was giving advice on the classrooms and the hearing aid equipment? 
B.   Yes. 

  S.   I can remember in 59, when I arrived, (in fact I have still got) a black box.  I’m not sure I’ve got both of 
them.  There were 2 black boxes.  One was a pouch for the batteries which were about that big 
(demonstrates), and the other was for the individual aid.  And they were just still in use, just.  And 
then they went into a single box.  Presumably that was the “state of the art” in those days. 

Noises off. 
B.   We’ve got an invasion of great grandchildren. 
S.   Hallo there! 
B.   We’d better turn the thing off, hadn’t we? 
S.   Yes. 
……………………. 
(A section appears to be missing, relating to the first inspection of the school.  Presumably the recorder 

had not been switched on!) 
S.   It was before we came.  Jim and I came in September, so it was a young school to have an 

inspection. 
B.   Well, maybe because it was new. 
S.   Yes. 
B.   That is my guess. 
Long pause.     (Unclear section) 
S.   Yes, that is one reason why I want everything not to be lost because I think it was such a good 

school.  It would be dismal.  Geoffrey Eagling, one of the Old Boys, says that he was at Ackmar 
Road and the only thing that he has to connect him with the school is a brick – one brick.  He went 
back to the school and it had been demolished and there was a brick and I felt “How sad!” 

B.   Mm. 
…………………. 
S.   Do you remember whether there were problems?  I imagine setting up a school ought to be fraught 

with problems. 
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G.   Was it easier then than it would be today? 
B.   Oh, I expect so.  I should think a lot!  It is difficult to compare.   Well, one of the things was there was 

no difficulty in getting Local Authorities to pay for pupils. 
S.   Of course. 
B.   It is vastly different now. 
S.   Yes, yes.  They were enthusiastic as well. 
B.   Yes. 
S.   That would account for the 35 pupils then? 

B.   Of course.  Hamish Rosie, he came from …  Where did he come from?  
Orkney, or somewhere? 
S.   Really! 
B.   Oh yes.  Way up north.  They really did come from all over. 
S.   Goodness!  So the publicity must have been very, very good to get … 
B.   Oh yes.  I don’t know how we did it.  Can’t remember.  Of course, if you 
could find Hamish Rosie … 
S.   Oh yes.  That’s a good idea.  I can interview some of the original Old 
Boys.  I hadn’t thought of that. 
       I’ve had a letter, well, several letters, from Mr O’Keefe who was the 
Deputy Head in …  59 … it could have been 58 …. I’m not sure … and I 

thought I’d go and have a chat with him as well.   (I did not.  C.S.) 
B.   I am sure, yes. 
S.   Mr Huntington was in Blackpool.  It was a bit rotten of them – they suddenly asked him to make a 

speech, off the cuff. 
B.   Oh, poor devil!  (Laughs.) 

S.   Mm.  He did very well. 
      What else have I got?  (Looking at 
documents.)  Oh yes.  Presumably this was 
sent round on behalf of the school, as it were.  
From the Ministry of Education.  I suppose they 
were quite helpful? 
B.   We had no difficulty with them, at that 
stage. 
S.   In fact I suppose you must have had people 
jumping up and down all over the place once 
you had suggested it?  If they could fill the 
school with 35 pupils straight off and the Local 
Authorities were happy to pay then the Ministry 
of Education people would be keen and 
Manchester would be keen.  You must have 

been greeted with much enthusiasm. 
B.   I think we were.  We must have been.  (Laughs.) 
S.   I feel you still should be.  Nowadays qualifications are so important. 
B.   Mm. 
S.   I just hope that severely deaf / profoundly deaf children in hearing schools are getting a fair crack of 

the whip, but I … 
B.   Don’t we all. 
S.   I’ve written to the Ministry several times and I have actually had a letter from them – you will know 

this perfectly well – telling me that they have no records whatever – none – of the academic 
qualifications achieved by profoundly deaf pupils in hearing schools.  They have no knowledge of 
what happens.  Shocking! 

…………………… 
These might interest you …..   also I brought in case ……  
Ah!  Voilà!  Isn’t the school ….  (Unclear section) 
 
S.   Was this the car Ian wouldn’t get into?  ( Lord Boyd 
offered our son, Ian, a lift in his car from the Far Field to 
the school, one Sports Day, and Ian said, “No thank you.  I 
am not allowed to accept lifts from strangers.”  Lord Boyd 
was most impressed. ) 
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S.  This (the school photograph album) was available in the school for the boys to look at. 
B.   I suppose it was something one dug out somewhere, probably.  They wanted something about my 

father. 
…………….. 
S.   Latton! 
G.   I beg your pardon? 
S.   The Latton window … 
G.   Oh, that’s right.   
S.   So that window was the Latton family. 
B.   Oh yes, well, I obviously never saw it. 
………………….. 
S.   So the building was bought by Burhill Estates when the whole estate was bought, presumably. 
B.   Well, my grandfather bought the estate in order to have some shooting nearer London than Oulton in 

Suffolk … 

The first Burwood Park School ?  18 dining chairs 

S.   Really! 
B.   … and he left it to my father and my 

father thought the only thing to do 
with it was to turn it into a housing 
development as London was 
creeping nearer and nearer, you 
know. 

S.   Oh! 
B.   And so he set up the company … 
S.   Good gracious! 
B.   … and the…  and Burwood Park was made into a school.  The golf club was already there.  I can’t 

quite remember how that came about.  But maybe my grandfather didn’t care if there was a golf 
club there   

S.   It belonged to the Estate. 
B.   Oh it was, yes.  So the idea of the school was as a school for local children … 
S.   A girls school, or …? 
B.   Mixed. 
S.   Mixed? 
B.   Yes, probably up to …  Maybe the girls went on to longer, but the boys probably left when they were, 

you know, sort of 8 or 9 … 
S.   Oh yes, I know.  And how long was that? 
G,   I didn’t realise it was just a local school. 
S.   Nor did I.  I thought it must have been … 
B.   You’ll have to find out from Burhill.  Now, who 

would know?  Ian Ferris. 
S.   Ah, yes, of course. 
S.    ….. just for local children, 
B.   Yes. 
S. or G.?  Splendid. 
B.   Well, you know.  It was the idea, or one of them, 

that they ought to go to church.  Never did that.  
(Laughs.) 

S.   In connection with the school. 
B.   In connection with the housing development. 
S and G.    Oh, I see! 
B.   They were creating a sort of, I don’t know, a sort of 

extra village 
S.   Oh. 
B.   Remember, in those days people ….  not many 

people had cars. 
S.   No. 
B.   Really only the sort of super-rich.  (Laughs.) 
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S.   But you wouldn’t build a housing estate until people had cars, would you? 
B.   No, no, probably not.  But in those days you probably thought they probably had at least one living in 

servant who wouldn’t have a car and might want to go to church, you know.  I can see their thinking 
would have been quite different. 

S.   Yes, yes, that it is true. 
      And before that it was empty. I mean, you say …   What was the house used for then? 
B.   I think the two old ladies who lived there. 
S.   Oh, the Askews. 
B.   Yes, and I think they probably died about the same time as my grandfather, you see, in the 1920’s. 
S.   So it didn’t belong to them? 

  B.   Maybe they just had the house and a bit of land.  I don’t know.  It could have been something like 
that. 

S.   Yes. 
B.   And then, when they died the house was sold.  My grandfather bought it as it was rather silly as he 

had everything else. 
(Unclear section) 
S.   And then Eagle Star came along and left at the beginning of the war. 
B.   They  came along at the beginning of the war. 
S.   At the beginning of the war!? 
B.   Oh yes.  They evacuated themselves from London. 
S.   Oh I see, 
B.   Yes. 
S.   Ah well, yes, but I had heard that the park was full of parked vehicles  during the war.  You know, for 

D-Day, Normandy or whatever.  It was D-Day.   
(Strange to think that my cousin, Captain Wilson, who landed at 7.30 on the morning of D-Day just 
might have used vehicles parked in Burwood Park.  C.S.)  

B.   Well. 
S.   But then it could still belong to Eagle Star. 
B.   It could still belong to Eagle Star – the house could. 
S.   Yes.  And they left in 1945. 

  B.   No, later.  I think it was some time before they found the right place to go, you know.  They probably 
left about 50 or so or even a bit later. 

S.   So, for those 5 years was it empty? 
B.   No, they stayed there. 
S.   But the school started in 1955.  
B.   Yes, well, whenever, we … .  I was able to get the house off my father because they had gone back 

to London. 
S.   And did you go into  it?  You must have done. 
B.   Yes, I did. 
S.   The window had gone. 
G.   I guess that was out during the war. 
B.   I should think it was during the war, taken out by Eagle Star and put into the attic or whatever. 
S.   And you’d never heard of this window? 
B.   No. 

  S.   Most amazing.  I can’t ask Mrs Wood how Mr Wood came to draw the picture because she didn’t 
know it existed. 

B.   Didn’t know he’d done it! 
S.   And what do you think the building will be used for now? 
B.   Search me. 
S.   The school wasn’t the only bit, was it … .  There was Norfolk House as well.  That was … . 
B.   That was the stables of  …  Burwood Park. 
S.   Yet another thing started up. 
B.   It used to be the Agent’s house and the Estate workshop …. 
S.   And you took the top off, lifted it and put the steeple back on. 
B.   We certainly did.  I had forgotten that now. 
……………….. 
S.   Another question ..  Just let me see …  Oh, yes.  You said ‘the Ewings’.  That was Mrs Ewing as 

well? 
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B.   Oh, yes, very much so. 
S.   She was quite a live wire. 
B.   Oh, she was!  She was the …   She was the trousers!  (Laughter.) 

  S.   Yes.  Professor Ewing was a Lecturer when I was – he did lecture, should I say – when I was at 
Manchester and the only thing I can remember is “And today the Point 1 is …”   We never got 
beyond Point 1!  (Laughter.)  But he did a lot for the education of the deaf.  I only wish that he had 
not insisted that the oral method would suit every single deaf child. 

B.   It was overdoing it, but you couldn’t. 
S.   Did you realise that at the time? 
B.   Not at the time, but I soon came to ….  You know, when I had had a bit of experience myself. 
S.   And of course it provided a backlash.  It’s so unfortunate. 
B.   Mm. 
S.   And they must have known it because we were sent out on teaching practice to teach pupils who 

couldn’t read …  couldn’t … they were E.S.N.  I think that was the word then. 
B.   Mm. 
S.   They were E.S.N. whether they were deaf or hearing.  There was no way you could reach them by 

the oral method.  You couldn’t reach them through ordinary signing either.  He should never have 
done it.  But still, he did a lot for the world of the deaf. 

……………… 
S.   I wasn’t there from 55 to 59 so I don’t know very much about it.  (that period)  What do you 

remember of the first 4 years? 
B.   I’m sorry to say, not very much.  (Laughs.)  It was so long ago. 
G.   Did you know … Did you have any experience with deaf people before? 

  B.   No.  Well, you know, I had been on a kind of course I should say, I remember it was sort of a tea 
party when I was quite young.  A girl, a very pretty girl I should think, about 15 when I was about 10 
and she was deaf but she spoke and so I knew what the voices sounded like.  I think the first was 
Michael. 

S.   And you watched Michael growing up.  Is that right? 
B.   Yes, I …  on the whole … It was in the war, certainly. 
S.   So you knew then that it was possible for a deaf child to be able to speak. 
B.   Oh yes, yes.  I don’t know to this day that the other girl …  I don’t even remember their names.  I      
don’t know how profoundly deaf she was. 
S.   No, but I remember before coming to Burwood Park I went to Cuckfield where there is another 
school for the deaf and I spoke to two of their older pupils. 
B.   Mm. 
S.   And I could have been talking to two foreigners whose English was very … whose English sounded 
… had a slight accent to it.  A brilliant school.  Miss Corbishley. 
B.   I seem to remember the name. 
S.   Yes, and obviously there were people around who then could teach very well indeed. 
B.   Mm. 
S.   And now I fear there are people around who don’t even know that you can teach the deaf to speak. 
B.   They probably won’t. 

    S.   Because when I advertised this young girl turned up and they knew at least one other in their area 
who couldn’t speak. 

B.   Mm. 
S.   And the parents didn’t contact me although they obviously read the newsletter.  I didn’t believe it 

possible at the time. 
………………… 

      S.   One lovely memory I have is of an Old Boys Dinner in London.  Did you …?  You must have been 
there, I am sure. 

B.   Remind me about it. 
     S.   Well, the thing I remember is that cigars were given out.  This was …  Whether you arranged it I don’t 

know, but it was in one of your buildings in London, I think, and I should think Hamish Rosie and 
Richard Willson and the others (were there) and I have this lovely picture of cigars and the Old Boys 
puffing away and one or two of them going very green and having to …. 

B.   (Laughs.) 
S.   I don’t know whether that was the first or whether there had been others. 
B.   It may well have been the first.  It seems likely, doesn’t it? 
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S.    Yes, it would be 4 years after, so enough would have left. 
B.   Enough would have left to make a party. 
S.   Yes that was rather nice.  And in a way the idea … 
B.   Mm. 
S,   … took seed, because Blackpool was the same sort of thing.  It was a lovely gathering of over 100 

Old Boys and their families.  I did enjoy that. 
B.   Yes.   (Unclear section) 
……………… 
S,   Oh yes, there were problems, but it didn’t sound as if there were setting it up, once you’d set this in 

motion. 
B.   I can’t remember any snags. 
………………. 

     S.   It seemed to me when we were there (Mr Gave and I as students) ….  When I’d been there a little 
while …  it was almost a unique school … a boys school for severely deaf pupils, secondary, going 
on to G.C.S.E., or O Level …  There wasn’t another one that I knew of, not there was the Mary Hare 
…   a Grammar School ….   It was a one-off. 

B.   Yes, I think it was the only one there ever was. 
S.   Yes, and by my reckoning some 400 ex-pupils, which is …. 
B.   Quite a lot of people, isn’t it. 

     S.   It is indeed. Yes.  What I am hoping to do – I think I wrote this – I am hoping to contact through 
Richard Willson, whom you may remember.  He was one of the original ones.  (Wrong!  He came in 
1956.  C.S.) 

B.   Mm. 
S.   And is the leading light in the Old Burwoodian Association.  He has got a lot of addresses and I want, 

through him, to ask the Old Boys how they got on in some detail. 
B.   Mm. 
S.   So that there can be a record.  I have some sort of record of what their achievements, or a lot of their 

achievements were when they arrived.  Unfortunately all the individual pupil records got shredded. 
B.   Oh, dear. 
S.   That was unfortunate, but I do have some information about when a lot of them first arrived and then 

I’ve every single G.C.S.E, R.S.A., O Level A. Level, all of that for every pupil and then the thing that 
impresses me about the school most is that virtually everyone went into further education of some 
sort, I think.  And I would love to have a proper record of what percentage, roughly. 

B.   Mm. 
     S.   So I think it is a huge percentage.  I mean I’m talking about something over 90%.  I think I’m right.  

And then you read in the papers that schools today – hearing schools – are aiming at 60%, or 
something … 

B.   Something lke that. 
      S.   … going into further education.  Your school was way out in front …  (Laughter)  … and they were 

profoundly deaf. 
      So it would be part of the present memory of the school, what was achieved in black and white. 
S.   And then there’s all the other things they did, like the chess club, well, I mean,, the English chess 

team of which 3 out of 4 … 
B.   I didn’t know that. 
S.   … and they played in Yugoslavia and Poland and …  They still do.  And then they started the Deaf 

Badminton Club. 
B.   Mm. 
S.   They started the Deaf Skiing Club …  Golf, an Old Boy, I think.  It can’t be bad, can it? 
B.   No. 
S.   You must feel very proud of it.  A terrific achievement. 
B.   Well, I am really, in a way, I suppose. 
S.   I think you should be, not ‘In a way’ – ‘I suppose’.  (Laughter.)     You should be just really proud of it. 
………………… 
S.   Oh, of course, in here (the school photograph album) you are giving out prizes at Sports Day, I think. 
B.   There’s me at Sports Day I should think and you too.  (Laughter.) 
 
S.   Oh, that’s the same photograph….   That was another thing …. Surrey County Council 

performances, you know  … not Surrey County Council … 
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B.   Surrey County. 
S.   Yes,  No, no, something else, much more  (Unclear section) 

S.   That’s Mr Huntington.  He was at Blackpool. 
B.   Mm. 
S.   And this is the equipment you must have got 
sorted so swiftly. 
B. My goodness, yes. 
S.   (Unclear section)  Philips group aid   
(Unclear section) 
S.   Yes. 

B.   All new.  I mean, you know, all those boxes on 
the chests …… 

 
S.   Yes, yes. 
       I don’t know what else there 
is.  These (photographs) go 
through the time.  Ah, there’s Mr 
Watson.  Do you remember 
him? 
B.   Oh yes.  He was a jolly good chap.  Bernard Norfolk found him – he knew him. 
S.   Really. 
B.   Yes, 
S.   Ah!  I have a feeling – now this may not be true – but my memory tells me that 
George (Watson), who wasn’t averse to spinning a story – but I felt this was not a 
story – he said that he got the job and turned up at the school – and found out that 

they were deaf.     (Laughter.) 
B.   Welllll.   (Much laughter.) 
G.   That was George’s story. 
B.   I don’t think it was like that.  I can’t think that Bernard Norfolk didn’t tell hem.  (Unclear section) 

(Much more laughter.) 
G.   A minor detail. 

.S.   Ah, there you are again.  Oh, that’s Peter Head.  I was at his 50th 
birthday party.  Last week?  
Some weeks ago….    
 
Who’s this?  Edward Stevens.   
He was at the birthday party as 
well.  You won’t remember the 
boys by name, will you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.   No, not many.  There was one I was thinking of.  Was it Colin Davidson? 
S.   Ah, Derek Davidson. 
B.   Derek Davidson.  (Reflects.)  Was there a Colin? 
S.   Colin Palmer.   (Continued next issue, with a story about Colin Palmer in 1959) 
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Old Burwoodians 
 

27 Christopher Davies has had another stint in Richard 
Willson’s garden and wanted to say in the BiT how 
impressed he is with Richard’s various achievements, 
(rather as Richard was with Christopher’s in No 24.) 
40 Christopher Saunders says, “Since I retired in 1999 
due to foot 'n' mouth, I have been a full time carer to 
both my wife and mother.  Mother is now in a nursing 
home - she is 92!!   She went in Aylesbury nursing home 
say 5 weeks ago...so now it leaves me to look after my 
wife Monica who has Parkinson's, so here I am loving 
every minute being retired always got something to 
do:.being a mechanic I am able to fix things that come 
my way etc.....they say when you retire it would make 
life easier, no not that, it seems to be more work to do, 
eh??  Yet I love it especially having my grand kiddies 
round (got 8 of them). 
Would love to come to the reunion in Scotland but I 
won’t be able to make it.  I see Michael Long around at 
times and did bump into him in my local Tesco.....small 
world that, eh! “ 
145 Simon Fisher says,”In the last few months my wife 
and I had our monies from our employers, both using 
them for away-day breaks.  We stayed at my old work 
colleague’s house in Nottinghamshire for a weekend.  
She has known me for about 26 years while we worked 
for a local council in London: she travelled there by train 
every day.  My wife and I also booked for 2 cruises, to 
Guernsey for 3 days and to Norway for 7 days.  We are 
also staying at Butlins for this coming New Year for 3 
nights.  We hope we will enjoy them very much.” 
150 Paul Davis   (3 little (!!!) pieces of news from Paul) 

“Every morning I take my little dog for a walk - Fifi is a 
Terrier / Jack Russell, I believe, grabbed from the animal 
shelter locally otherwise they would have put her to 
sleep, too many dogs were wandering around.  She was 

only 8 weeks when I got her, 
now 6 months... My kids love 
Fifi so much and they are 
learning to be responsible, 
how to feed her, take her for 
a walk, play with balls.   I 
think this is good for them, 
 

Just bought an RV (Recreational Vehicle), something 
interesting - it is massive - 33 feet long.  Similar to a 
motorhome in the UK but completely different, much 
bigger, more comfortable, including driving seat all in 
once piece, shower, bath, toilet, queen size bed, dining 
set converting into bed, couch converting into bed, 2 
TVs, satellite, complete kitchen, awnings, auto levelling 
jacks, 7KW generator,  too many on the list!  Well 
anyway we just got back from Santa Barbara (where 

President Reagan lived), 
only 90 minutes drive, 
absolutely fantastic, parked 
there and only 10 feet a
eureka it was a beach 
where my kids roamed
around with our little pupp
so much fun.  Spent 3 
days.   Weather was muc
cooler out there than where 

I live.  We plan to travel every fortnight, good for the 
kids' experiences, and yes it is a lot of work preparin

but worth every penny for our time.. I am always bus
especially the kids' schools, meeting with teachers and 
so on. 

way, 

 
y, 

h 

g  

y 

I know it is very big - my Mother was concerned whether 
I was able to drive it or not and to my astonishment I 
found driving very simple.. Just bigger and be cautious 
when turning left or right..  I have a back-up camera 
which means there is a small TV in front of me and I can 
see everything behind while driving.. This is fun..  It was 
just practice and after a while I got used to it..    One big 
problem, do not laugh, the cost of running this RV is 
about 7 miles to the gallon, expensive - it carries 100 
gallons under the RV, massive.. The cost of buying a 
GALLON of gas (petrol) is only $2  65 cents per Gallon, 
not per litre..  Strange it is cheap to buy gasoline but 
expensive to run..  Cars here - cheap to run but not Rv's. 
Let me compare roughly.. I do know one Imperial Gallon 
in UK is bigger than one US Gallon..  If I remember right 
from Mr. Cox - he told me one gallon is 4.545 litres in UK 
while one US gallon is 3.785 litres.  So here is $2.65 
dollars which is about £1.60, - i.e. it is only 42 pence per 
litre.(very cheap) while you are paying I believe £1.60 
per LITRE, am I correct??   
We are going away again this week to San Simeon, near 
Hearst Castle with my RV.. ….   and  ….. 
  

…. Oh recently I just bought something interesting - a 
BOAT!!  Do not laugh, it is a big boat, 21 foot long with a 
nice cabin inside..   I found this info under Craigslist and 
the previous seller wanted to sell for $450, yes that is 
about £225.. I thought this was impossible.  I drove to 
Venice Beach where she lived about 20 minutes away 
and ah, nice boat but the propeller was not working..  
The engine ran great but the OMC drive outside was not 
working..  She said if sold it would be 'as is'.. I knew in 
my mind I could fix it since the boat on the market is 
worth $18,000, so for $450, it was a very small 
investment..  I grabbed it and in fact it came with a trailer 
that she paid $1,000 alone.. So it is like me having a 
boat for free, heh. 
 Drove it home and I checked the OMC drive, oh boy the 
gears were badly damaged because they didn't put oil in 
it..   So I spent a lot of time looking and gosh for a 
reconditioned one, it would cost $3,500, that was a lot of 
money.. I did not give up and kept looking and found one 
boat that was sunk. I drove 3 hours in Hemet and 
grabbed that same OMC drive for a mere $350.  I 
opened the top cover of course to make sure the gears 
had no damage and plenty of clean oil.. Fine and I drove 
back another 3 hours.  Removed the damaged OMC 
drive and replaced with the used OMC drive and eureka 
it works..  So now I have a nice boat for less than 
$1,000.  So you never know whenever you shop around, 
sometimes you get the best bargain..    We will go on the 
boat tomorrow morning to Lake Castaic and I will water 
ski if my legs can withstand the speed of the water at 50 
mph!!!  My wife will be steering the boat.. Also my kids 
will go on a large special rubber tube.. It should be fun...I 
have been busy doing some research for the boat as I 
have never had any experience but I am learning fast.” 
 
And finally! 
 
Welcome to Thomas Peter 
Boswell, born 28th March, 2009 


