
Issue 16 – March 2005 
Editorial  

  I thought you would know that I have taken over Richard’s place for this BiT No16. 
  I’m pleased that I got support from Colin and Richard if I was stuck but it seems  
  everything goes smoothly, though I must apologise that the BiT No16 is delayed.  
  Unfortunately, I had fallen over and got a fracture on my right shoulder and badly  
  grazed on my left knee (ouch!). Used an arm sling for six weeks but I kept carrying 
  on with the BiT to finish it off but it slowed me down! But, I’m enjoying myself with 
  creating BiT No16. Now, the Grand Reunion is coming up (about five months to 
  go!) I’m looking forward to see you all there. Great news - 350 tickets are sold out 
  already! But there is a waiting list for anyone hoping to get any returned tickets.   
So, hope you all have an enjoyable read. 

                  Katie Mowat 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Assistant Editorial 
Now this should seem obvious to ALL of our readers: - 
oba1955_1996@hotmail.com is the address to contact for information about the Old 
Burwoodian Association.   
NOT  E-Boar@yahoogroups.com!! 
 

The Eboar is a group open to ANYONE connected with Burwood Park and Norfolk 
House and is run by Roy Staines, and of course you can DISCUSS the OBA there.. 
 

The Association is run ONLY for the MEMBERS OF THE OBA.  So, PLEASE, if 
you have any enquiries about the OBA, use: - oba1955_1996@hotmail.com  The 
idea is that it is also available to members of the OBA who wish to find things out 
(future events?) or be put in contact with other members (or apply for returned 
tickets)   

Colin Sayer 
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If you have any comments, queries or ideas for inclusion in the future issues, please contact: Richard / Colin / Katie. Many Thanks. 
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Trip Down Under from Ian Cooke. 
 
My daughter Damaris, 21, was selected to be in the 
Great Britain Deaf Women’s football team in 
Deaflympics 2005 in Melbourne, Australia.  She left 
on Boxing Day and we won't see her for the next six 
months as she planned to go travelling after the 
Deaflympics with two friends.  The Deaflympics 
started January 6th for ten days.  From time to time 
my family looked at the Internet for up to date news 
about deaf women football.  The team seemed to be 
doing well.  One evening on Wednesday (12th) we sat 
down for our evening meal as usual and discussed 
Damaris and the Deaflympics.  My second son Fergus 
was keen to  
go.  We felt it was right that someone should go to 
support Damaris and see her in the flesh and to show 
her how proud we are of her.  Also it was going to be 
a surprise and we wouldn't tell Damaris till after the 
match. We supported him and helped to contribute 
towards the flight to Australia.  He went on the 
internet to find out last minute flights and managed to 
book the flight through typetalk.  He would fly on the 
next evening (Thursday 13th).  How exciting for him.  
Then on Thursday I went to work as usual and told 
my workmates and they were interested to hear all the 
news about Damaris’ football progress and told them 
that Fergus was going that night. They persuaded me 
to ask my boss for a loan to cover the flight and said I 
must see my daughter in the flesh.  I asked my boss 
and he agreed.  I was gobsmacked and didn't know 
what to do.  I took deep breaths and thought what to 
do. .  I wrote and faxed to my wife Fiona to tell her to 
wake Fergus up and book the flight a.s.a.p.  My 
workmates were excited and couldn't believe that I 
was going to Australia very soon.  Left work at 9am 
and got home.  Fergus had booked the same flight as 
him, leaving that evening.  WOW!!  Fergus and I left 
home late afternoon by tube to Heathrow and finally 
left Heathrow at 10.30pm for Melbourne via 
Singapore. 
 

Wednesday 19th, arrived Heathrow at 5.30am. and 
got home at 7.30am to give all the news to Fiona 
before going back to work at 9.30am.  Towards the 
end of the day I started to feel tired through jetlag and 
managed to recover after about two weeks.  Fergus 
went home after staying two days extra to spend  
more time with Damaris. Saturday 15th, at long last 
we arrived at Melbourne at 9.30am. After a long, long 
flight.  We got a taxi to Olympic Park to book tickets 
for that day and all the next day. We found out that 
G.B. women’s football would have to play a play off 
on Sunday against Norway.  We managed to book a 
hotel for three nights in town. We went back to the 
Olympic Park to watch Men’s football, three matches, 
Holland via Russia, Italy via Turkey, and then a play-
off between Ireland and Germany.  
 

Good matches all day.  Met thousands of deaf people 
everywhere.  Met Derek Pritchard, Andrew Scolding, 
Oliver Westbury, Ramon and Tyrone Woolfe.  Went back 
to the hotel at 9pm to give us a good sleep before the 
match at 9am. next day. 
 

Sunday 16th. Fergus and I got up in good time and were 
proud to wear long Union Jack flags on our backs to walk 
to the stadium to watch Damaris’ match. After a good 
match which G.B. won 2-1 then we both went down to the 
ground near the pitch to get Damaris’ attention.  She was 
shocked and surprised to see us and ran towards us with 
tears on her face and we gave her big hug!!  Ah very 
emotional for us!  Phew!  Then we watched the women’s 
final between America and Russia.  America won 3-0 and 
then we watched the men’s final G.B. v Iran.  Good match.  
G.B. won 2-1.  Then watched the medal awards for G.B. 
Women's Bronze and Men's Gold in the football.  Very 
proud of her and G.B. teams.  We stayed to watch the 
closing ceremony with fireworks at the end.  Very long 
day for us.  Towards the evening we went to a sort of 
nightclub for G.B. teams’ party and finally went to bed at 
5am.!!! 
 

Monday 17th we got up in good time again to meet 
Damaris and others to go on a "Neighbours" tour.  Drinks 
in the evening. 
 

Tuesday 18th Damaris and Fergus went out to watch 
Australian Open Tennis.  I packed up and left the hotel and 
did last minute shopping before going to Melbourne 
Airport and flew back home at 5.30pm. (Australia time) 
 

Mad aren't I!!  Only four days in Australia! Worth every 
penny and once in a lifetime! To see  
Damaris and the medals.  Well Done! IC 
(Ian – you must be proud of it as when I read your 
article and my eyes were filled up!) 
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WHY I CAME TO AMERICA  
  

I loved living in England and did not want to 
leave England about a year after I left Burwood 
Park School, but my parents in Singapore 
wanted me to go back to live with them for the 
first time in 20 years since I was born!  Can you 
imagine that?  I had been living with my 
English foster mother for almost 20 years in 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex, England.  
  

I wanted to stay with my foster mother for a 
longer time in England, but somehow my 
mother in Singapore wrote to me "What are you 
doing hanging around there? Come back to 
Singapore!"  
 

I had never really lived with my real mother 
before - except for holidays.  
  

So I left England of all a sudden in 1977, with 
my heart broken to leave my foster mother.  I 
cried.  It was very hard for me.  I had no chance 
to spend more time with my Old Burwoodian 
friends.  I just disappeared leaving my friends 
wondering what had happened to me.  
  

It felt strange living with my real family for the 
first time for a good 5 years then finally I 
decided I needed to go somewhere else.  I 
remembered Paul Davis kept talking about 
America when we were in the Hobbies Room at 
Burwood Park School.  He always kept talking 
about how wonderful America was, and that his 
parents were planning to move there.  I asked 
him which city they had in mind.  He replied, " 
San Francisco! "  He even exclaimed there 
was always plenty of left over food at the 
restaurants in San Francisco that often had to be 
thrown away!  (But as it happened, for a good  
 

reason Paul's parents moved to Los Angeles instead, 
but Paul still likes San Francisco a lot.) I looked at 
many books on the USA in Singapore.  I kept reading 
the slogan "I left my heart in San Francisco" and many 
descriptions of San Francisco as a beautiful and 
charming city.  It is also a melting pot with many 
different cultures.  
 
I also heard the USA had great services for deaf 
people, and that I could easily get a job there as a 
dental technician.  I went crazy and could not wait to 
go to San Francisco. So my dream came true.  I am 
still living and working happily in San Francisco for 20 
years.  I still love and miss England, but travelling has 
become easy nowadays so I have no problem visiting 
England.  
      
 PADDY CHEE  (entered BPS in 1968) 
 

 

For Sale 
 

Set of three Archive discs for Pcs 
 

£15.00 inc postage & parcel 16,000 pages including all copies of the Term Magazine, Boar, Boar 
Weekly, School Register, Headmasters' diaries, Norfolk House, history of Burwood, administration, 
hobbies, etc. 
 

To obtain, the order can be made to Colin G Sayer. His contact detail is showed on the BiT's front page. 
Cheque is to be payable to C G Sayer 
 

Video of the visit to the Mansion in February 2002 
 

£4.00 inc postage & parcel.  It runs approximately 43 minutes and was filmed by our member, David 
Morris (118B: 1966-71) 
 

To obtain, the order can be made to Colin G Sayer. His contact detail is showed on the front of the BiT. 
Cheque is to be payable to OBA. 
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Personal Profile:  
 

 
Roger W Foreman (057B) 
Entered: BPS 1959-64 
 
Which town were you born? Edmonton, 
London September 5 1946. 
 
Were you born deaf?  
No, mumps at age 3. 
 
Any brothers or sisters? Yes.  Starting from the 
oldest, Peter, John and sister Christine.   Peter 
and Christine live in Vancouver Canada. John lives 
in France. 
 
Which school did you go before BPS?  
Blanche Neville School, Tottenham, North London. 
The same as Ron Gibbins and Robert Hartley. 
 
What do you do for your living? Design 
Draughtsman for Sangamo Weston - Electric 
Meters/Time switches for 8 years. (With Ron 
Gibbins too until I left in 1971)  Self employed in 
the construction business. 
 
Do you live with a partner?  Yes my wife 
Jayne from Battersea London.  Married for 28 
years. We moved to Vancouver Canada in 1981 
with our 2 children.  Our 3rd child was born in 
Vancouver. 
 
Do you have any children?  Yes, 3.  Barry 25, 
Sally 23, James would have been 20 but died at 
age 7 months from SIDS after taking a whooping 
cough shot.   

Kevin Sparrow's story really did touch us.  We think a 
lot of you Kevin. 
 
Do you have any hobbies?  Travelling, snow skiing, 
fishing, golf, antiques Fairs. 
 
Do you visit a deaf community regularly?  After 
school Lewisham deaf club and attended most of 
London's deaf clubs.  In Vancouver Canada rarely. 
 
Do you or did you play any sport for your club?  
Football for Lewisham Deaf Club and on Sundays 
Hertford College. 
 
What was your best subject at BPS? Depends on 
what you mean by best?   My best high marks or the 
ones I enjoyed?   I enjoyed all but I did enjoy Maths, 
Art, English, Technical Drawing, Football, Cricket and 
evening Ballroom and Country Dancing with these 
pretty girls. 
 
Were you happy at BPS?  Yes for sure.  Proud to 
be there.  Great education and  
sport. 
 
What is your favourite "Soap"? No time to watch. 
I miss "Match of the Day" 
 
What is your favourite food?  Sunday Roast 
Dinner, 
 
What is your most recent holiday?  Last year 
visited England, Denmark, Milan, Rome, and 
Barcelona, Spain. Year before Driving around USA. 
Been to most Caribbean Islands, Hawaii, and Mexico 
where we have a nice home in Puerto Escondido, 
south of Mexico.  All welcome to stay. 
 
Which pupils at BPS would you like to meet 
again? Ron Gibbins. We did a lot  
together. Not seen him for 33 years! And all in my 
class. Roll on to the Grand Reunion. 
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Personal Profiles: 

  
                                               Luke (4½), Bryan, Sue (wife) & Ewan (2½) 

Bryan D Whalley (126B)  
Entered: BPS 1967-72 
 

Which town were you born?  Please include the date. 
I arrived into the world at St. Mary’s hospital, Kettering, on 21st 
October 1955 at 10.15 a.m.  My twin brother, Kevin, followed 
suit, 7 minutes later.  My mother didn’t know that she was 
expecting twins until a few weeks before our birth!  It goes to 
show that technology in those days were not as advanced as 
today! 
 

Were you born deaf?  If not, how did you become deaf? 
Jaundiced at birth, my parents were certain that this was the 
real cause of their twin sons’ deafness. It was at about the age 
of ten months old when they diagnosed that my brother and I 
were not responding to speech or sound around us. However, 
it took the doctors another four years to certify us being deaf, 
let alone being profoundly deaf!  These days, most deaf 
children as early as 3 years old, were sent to boarding schools, 
so perhaps one would say I had some quality time with my 
parents before starting school! 
 

Do you have any brothers or sisters? Are they hearing 
or deaf? 
I have two brothers - Kevin who I mentioned earlier as my 
“other half” being deaf and a younger “little” hearing brother, 8 
years behind the pegging order.  Would love a sister, but it was 
not to be! 
 

Which school did you go before you came to BPS? 
At the age of 5, I attended a local mainstream primary school 
and it was while struggling there that I was certified “Deaf” and 
given my first body hearing aid.   
For a year, my parents searched all over the Midlands for a 
suitable school of the deaf and Needwood came as their 
preferred choice.  For five years, I was educated at the oral 
boarding school for partially deaf children at Burton-on-Trent, 
in Staffordshire, before passing my entrance exams to attend 
BPS, to the delight of my parents but against my wishes!  I was 
more interesting being with my friends than my education! 
 

What do you do for your living? 
At the age of 16, with 3 O’ levels in my pocket, I left BPS in the 
summer of 1972 after “hibernated” in boarding schools for ten 
years to enter straight into the open-hearing world, 
commencing a 4-year engineering apprenticeship with a 
manufacturer that specialises in making printing machines.  
For 5 years, I continued my studies at local colleges to gain 
various engineering qualifications, and completed my 
apprenticeship to become a qualified fitter.  In the Jubilee Year, 
1977, I moved to Harrow with my family and was employed as 
a Junior Draughtsman in the Design office of a company in 
Wembley that specialised in manufacturing Plastic Coating  

machines. This led me to undertake various jobs as a Mechanical 
Design Draughtsman at home and abroad for the next 17 years, 
before embarking on a new career as a teacher of the deaf in 1994. 
As a matured student, I went back into studies, to gain various 
teaching qualifications and taught at Oak Lodge School for 5 ½ 
years and Blanche Neville for 2 ½ years.  I then did a year stint at 
Uxbridge College as a Team Leader for Communication Support 
Service. Presently, I teach at Frank Barnes School, a primary 
school for deaf children at Swiss Cottage, London. 
 

Do you live with your partner, if so, do you have a family?  
Having leading a single life for many years, resisting marriages, I 
finally got married before the millennium year!  My wife’s name is 
Sue who is also deaf and we have two gorgeous hearing boys, 
Luke, who will be five in June and Ewan, who will be 3, the month 
after his brother’s birthday. 
 

What was your best subject at BPS? 
It is amazing how much, we old pupils, can remember what 
subjects we enjoyed most at school.  Most of our enjoyment 
reflected, not only in the subjects itself, but on the rapport we had 
with our teachers.  I enjoyed nearly all subjects, apart from Physics! 
The experiments were interested in the early years with Mr. P. 
Thomas, but not learning the definitions like Ohms Law every week 
with Mr. Wood!  What can I say about our old stalwart teachers, Mr. 
Sayer and Mr. Grave in English?  They certainly did a sterling job to 
raise my standard of English, ready for further education and 
employment on leaving school.  (little did I know that later, I would 
become a teacher – a reverse role!)  In Maths, Mr. Cox motivated 
us to thrive in the subject, tackling various problem solving tasks, 
using slide rules and logarithms (no calculators used!)  This lead to 
most of my class, succeeding in their ‘O’ Levels and C.S.E.s. Mr. 
Brook taught us all the technical subjects, but for some 
communication breakdown with our headteacher, we were deprived 
from Group, the Deaf People Drama Group and small sketches to 
raise money for charities. Sitting the big exams in Woodwork and 
Metalwork.  Lastly, in Arts with Mr. Pearson, we had fun painting 
and drawing throughout our school days and were given free tickets 
to be in Top of the Pops among singers and dancers of the Pans 
People (remember them!) 
 

Were you happy at BPS? 
Most days, I was happy at BPS, especially from form two, onwards.  
Fortunately, having my twin brother, Kevin, around helped me to 
settle down.  At these days when I was at school, we were only 
allowed home in the main holidays.  My parents used to visit Kevin 
and myself on some Sundays between the holidays to take us out 
for the afternoon.  When I reached the fifth form, I told them to stay 
at home. 
 

What are your most interested memories at BPS? 
It has to be sports!  Playing all sports with our dear coach, Mr. 
Watson. He influenced and instilled me a passion to thrive in any 
sport. It was a privilege to be taught by him and he gave me a belief 
that I can excel in any sport.  This gave me the captaincy of our 
senior cricket team in 1972, a colour tie for beating Elmbridge 
School, in a very windy football match 5-4, when we were 0-4 down 
at half time, and doing the 800 metres race in an unbroken school 
record of 2 minutes 2.6 seconds. 
I can still remember the ghost stories that had me stared as a first 
former.  If my memory is correct, I had five detentions 
in the five years at school and being relieved never having  
to face the slipper from the wrath of our headmaster,  
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Mr. Wood!  (The slipper was banned in 1985!)  Group Speech 
to sing aloud at school and the Nature Competitions in the 
lakes and woods near the school with Mr. Grave.  The various 
clubs organised by Mr. Sayer - Stamps Collecting, Chess and 
Model aeroplanes.  Our Boys Scouts and camping at Walton 
Firs.   
          Hitting golf balls at the target in the front field on the 
warm summer evenings. Having haircuts every three weeks!  
Gated for being naughty and receiving approved exit permits to 
go out!  No computers!  Making the bed every morning and 
folding the sheets and blankets - army style!   The attractive 
assistant matron, Miss Evans – we hoped to get a good night 
kiss!  Walking to church every Sunday!  Being permitted to 
watch only five television programmes per week - no subtitles 
these days! (How many do we watch today, per week?)  The 
cold, bitter and winter days with snow, frost or fog of the 
1960’s, before the present global warming!  There are many 
other happy and sad memories I treasure, but I have one 
amusing story to share with you.  Remember, on any pupil’s 
birthday, we usually sang “happy birthday” followed by a 
thunderous clapping and banging to cap it all.  However, on 
David Dunlin’s 16 th birthday, I happened to bring a local 
hearing girl to the school for a game of table tennis, followed 
by sharing tea with all the pupils.  Having sang happy birthday 
to him, the quietest hand clapping and not one banging, much 
to David’s disappointment followed it!  Sorry, David! 
 

Do you have any hobbies or interests and what are 
they? 
In my twenties, I used to have a lot of hobbies like playing 
football, going for a four mile jog, badminton, squash, and 
tennis and doing some woodcarving.  Now that my football 
days are over (apart from kicking balls with my sons) and 
shelving my woodcarving skills, I now concentrate on playing 
tennis at a local club and enjoy the odd game of golf with 
Kevin.  Some of you may know that I played tennis for the GB 
tennis squad in some international tennis tournaments.  I’ve 
participated five Deaflympics, the first three as a player and the 
latter two as manager, in 1981, 1985, 1993, 1997 and 2001. 
Now, I’m compiling a book about the history of British Deaf 
Tennis that started in 1904!  I hope to finish it by next year if I 
have time to do it! 
 

What is your favourite ‘soap’ television? 
Coronation Street, Down to Earth and Switch!  Presently, 
acting as David for the deaf drama programme - Switch.  The 
filming is done during my summer holidays, so it nice to have a 
different role than teaching!  Acting and directing plays, 
specifically for deaf people has been a hobby for me since I 
move to Harrow in 1977, when I joined an amateur deaf drama 
group in Victoria.  (These days, there were about 5 drama 
groups in London, doing performances every year!)  I made my 
professional debut, acting as comfortable in my profession in a 
signing environment that promotes Deaf Studies, respects 
British Sign Orin in Children of a Lesser God, in New Zealand, 
for 4 months.  In the past fifteen years, I’ve acted/directed in 
plays with the London Deaf Drama. 
 

What has happened since you left our old school? 
Actually, a lot has happened, as it is nearly 33 years since I left 
BPS in 1972!  Like our old school, celebrating its 50 th birthday 
this September, I will be 50, the month after! Sure, I do not 
want to give you a full personal 

autobiography, as I would like you to respect my wishes to keep 
some privacy!  However, some of my BPS friends may know where 
I’ve been and what I’ve been doing since leaving the large fr ont 
doors of our school in 1972. What I am interested in sharing with 
you is my role as a teacher of the deaf.  I visited our school, BPS, a 
couple of times as part of my professional development when I was 
teaching at Old Lodge School (OLS) around 1995/96.  I organised 
and took a football team from OLS to play a friendly match at the 
front field of our school.  I remembered.  
 
         Our dear teacher, Colin Sayer, paying a visit to the school 
since his recent retirement to watch the match and meeting me.  
Perhaps, you would say it was a strange feeling for me as a newly 
trained teacher to say hi to Colin!  In fact, he hardly watched the 
football match, but never stopped talking to me about the speech 
therapy he gave to many of us!  Also, he had the cheek to try 
correcting my speech, when I mumbled a few words through my 
frozen lips in the cold weather during the match!  Not to worry, he 
spoke highly of all the ex-pupils he had taught at school and how 
proud he was to all those who gone on to do well in their careers.  
This prompted him to do this “heavy” survey about the old boys’ 
achievement!  On the other visit to the school, Mr. Whitby, an ex-
teacher who was made redundant when the school closed, guided 
me around the buildings and grounds. I was taken back how much 
the school has changed, regarding the use of rooms / classrooms 
and the declining number of pupils.  It came as no surprise to me, 
when the school closed, but not at the very short notice the staff 
and pupils were given!  I had a rewarding and valuable experience 
teaching at Mary Hare School for 5 weeks as part of my teaching 
practice in 1997.  Being orally auditory educated in my school days, 
it was a reverse role being a teacher, to teach through the oral 
communication mode to predominately profoundly deaf children at 
Mary Hare.  It certainly challenged my perceptive on the different 
communication modes offered to deaf children at schools in Britain 
today, namely Oral / Auditory, Total Communication, Cued Speech, 
Signed-English and Sign Bilingual. In the ten years, as a teacher, 
I’ve always been comfortable in my profession in a signing 
environment that promotes Deaf Studies, respects British Sign 
Language as a language and being valued as a Deaf citizen.  At 
Mary Hare, I felt it didn’t quite offer the children the opportunity to 
be valued as real d/Deaf citizens and being too harsh when pupils 
used sign language around the school.  However, the facilities and 
education standard at the school were superb. The selected pupils 
were privileged to be educated at the school where a high 
percentage of them, have deaf parents.  I experienced some 
frustration working with most teachers during my placement who 
refused to acknowledge the difficulties I had in communicating 
during breaks and meetings. You may say there was a lack of deaf 
awareness!  Today, you could say that I was discriminated! 
 
          Also, I was bombarded with facts, figures and achievements 
of their pupils that oral-auditory education is still the best 
communication mode for “all” deaf children!I read with interest in the 
past few BiT OBA newsletters, on some comments that was raised 
from our dear OBA friends about Deaf education, when comparing 
the old days and today, and debating the different and best 
communication modes for Deaf children in education.  I can only 
say that there is no best communication mode or school – a lot of 
factors can affect the decision.  See the following article I’ve 
compiled about Teaching Deaf Children. (Summary of SIGN OF 
THE TIMES  - page 13) 
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Kenneth Dudley (114B) says, “As you all probably 
know I have been at Chelmsford hospital since the 
beginning of October due to a serious motor bike 
accident. The injuries are two broken legs, broken 
knee and two ankles as well. I have had three 
operations with one more to go and hopefully this will 
then be all over.  I have already started 
physiotherapy last month, which at times is quite 
painful. I have been told I will not be able to run or do 
some sports ever. Only before the accident I was 
playing squash and badminton regularly as well as 
running a few times a week before going to work. 
        Of course, I am bitterly disappointed and I 
realize I am facing several new challenges in my life 
but I am going to use all my effort and determination 
to try and accomplish what I can do. It will be a very 
long road for me in terms of recovery. I would also 
like to say a few words to you, all readers how 
grateful I am to have received ‘Get well and Xmas 
cards’ from some of you. I have also had a phone 
call from Mark Heaton, which has helped to raise my 
spirits. The regular visits I have had come from 
Anthony Sanderson & his wife (7 times), Ian Cooke & 
his wife and Richard Willson & his wife which has 
been of great benefit for my recovery especially 
during the many difficult days I have endured. I will 
always appreciate the kindness you have shown as 
well as others who are not members of BPS and that 
I will always remember.  
        Following on my last update to you before 
Xmas, I am just adding some more news of my 
progress. 
         After several cancellations, I had my fourth and 
hopefully my last operation on my right ankle in 
which I had a Fusion which proved quite painful to 
give an ‘L’ shape (right angles to my leg).  It has 
been fixed permanently and I am only able to wriggle 
my toes. 
        At present, I have a fixation (pins) being fixed 
onto my left leg adjoining my ankle as well as a 
plaster cast on my right leg, which is made of 
fibreglass.  The plaster is quite heavy!  A piece of 
bone, sawn off from my hip, inserted nears the 
bottom of the left leg.  Three days after the fourth 
operation, I was asked to practise my walking with 
the aid of the parallel bars to allow my arms to rest 
on.  

 

         I then moved on to using a gutter rollator (Zimmer frame with 
elbow pads on top of it).  It helped to hold most of my weight but it 
was quite uncomfortable and rather painful.  I am on wheelchair 
as well as with the crutches when on exercises. Last week, I was 
transferred to Sittingbourne Memorial Hospital, Rehab Centre, 
Bell Road, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 4DT. 
         I am settling down slowly as I have more space to use the 
wheelchair and the food is home-cooked.  This has given me the 
incentive to make more efforts in doing everyday tasks. I know I 
have to be patient, which is not easy.  Before the accident, I have 
always been very keen on sports and kept myself fit, such as 
badminton, squash and running a few times each week before 
going to work. I am continuing to be thankful to many of my 
friends who have made efforts to visit me.  This included those 
who rang or wrote to me.  It was so lovely to see Ian & Fiona 
Cooke, Anthony & Carolyn Sanderson, Peter Brown, Herbert 
Klein, Richard & Valerie Willson, Geoffrey Eagling and Mark 
Heaton.  The Cookes and Willsons also provided a little party with 
pop and snack and I was made to wear an Xmas hat by Ian.  I 
have been amazed at the wealth of knowledge the visitors brought 
about the good old days of Burwood Park.  This makes me 
wonder how little my memory is!  The cricket and football Photos 
Richard brought had me emotional seeing how we all looked and 
how much time has changed. 
         John Gibbins and Colin Sayer wrote lovely letters and from 
Jill Arnold (former husband of deceased Colin Palmer, 1955-58 at 
BPS) for which I express my thanks from the bottom of my heart.  
Again, my big thank you to one ex-pupil whose name I cannot 
remember and for his kindness by wishing me a Happy New Year.  
He mentioned that he attended BPS in the region of 1980.  Also 
thanks to Geoffrey Eagling for his lovely gift, a book about famous 
Deaf people (published by BDHS).  The support I have received 
has been wonderful and is paramount.  It’s great to think of those 
superb Old Burwoodians and friends who have helped me, 
especially their remembrance in me. 
        You are very welcome to write to me. The fax number of the 
Rehab Centre is 01795 418306. Please take care all of you, My 
thoughtful friends! (Ken is now  discharged from the rehab. Ed) 
 
Ken Dudley (1966 – 71) 
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Derek Davidson (022B) is 
working for himself as a 
businessman – a design 
engineer.  His plans for the future 
are for carpentry / DIY when he 
retires (“who knows?” he says. 
“Maybe I’ll carry on working till 
70.”) 
 

He has 2 grown-up “children”.  
His daughter Jane is 36 and his 
son Matthew is 33.  4 grandkids – 
(3 girls – 1 boy) His grandson is 
9+ and is autistic, which is hard. 
 

Any memories of school?  “Yes, 
indeed!  I thought that all teachers 
and, of course Mr Wood, were 
very friendly and that there was a 
very good atmosphere.  Excellent!  
In 1958 I met a girl named 
Barbara who worked at Burwood 
Park School – she was my 
girlfriend.  I was caught by Mr 
Wood and Mr Huntingdon at night 
time while I was kissing and 
cuddling with Barbara!  Next 
morning Mr Wood called me into 
his office.  He gave me the cane.  
Ouch!  Barbara stayed at my 
home for one week at Christmas 
(my mother approved).  Oh, she 
was lovely.  More freedom away 
from school.  Wow!  I would like 
very much to meet her again.   
 

He has missed seeing the 
1957/58 and 58/59 football teams 
since leaving school – (but will be 
seeing many of them at the 
Reunion.)  He sees David Lusher 
and Robert Taylor regularly. 
 

Christopher Davies (027B) went 
to Prague from Hurn airport to 
Prague for 4 days. Kind of culture 
difference that makes Deaf 
people interested in them but not 
hearing people. “ 
 

Richard Willson (039B) and 
Valerie enjoyed themselves a lot 
in Germany with Martin and Heidi 
Bogard and visited many 
interesting places that Martin 
knew well. It was Richard’s first 
time and he found the German 
people are quite friendly.  In 
Germany, there were so many 
places that have Xmas lights, not 
like our England. They really love 
the Xmas things.  
 

Roger Foreman (057B) About 
his last European visit he says,” We 
were supposed to meet with 
Duncan Cairns the next morning  
 
 

 

but we think they had a late night and 
were still sleeping.  We had to leave to 
catch our flight so sadly we missed 
them. We had a great conversation 
about our school days and he had a 
friend from Mary Hare School the same 
age as me. He was so thrilled about 
wetting our beds and the pins etc at the 
Mary Hare football matches. Boy, what 
a guy who has not changed or no 
wisdom added to his age!!” 
 
Peter Mowat (075B) and his wife 
Helen will have their wedding 30th 
Anniversary on 28th June 2005. This 
Dec, we will be going away on holiday 
- Queen Mary 2 with our Daughter 
Katie Mowat (360B) Also, Richard 
Willson and his wife Valerie joining 
us as their wedding 40th Anniversary. 
We’re looking forward to it. 
 
Mark Heaton (099B) says,” We 
organised a 10-year anniversary 
reunion in Preston for the University's 
Deaf Studies department. 
Interestingly, it attracted more Deaf 
people than hearing people so there 
must be some Paddy went on the 
“snow tube” which is an easy ride on 
top of a rubber air-blown wheel.  It 
never snows in San Francisco! 
 

He says,” Then on 27th of December 
I went to Hawaii with the same friend 
for a week.  We rode on helicopters 
twice above two islands and it was 
marvellous.  Each helicopter ride took 
about 40~mins.  It was not too hot nor 
too cold in Hawaii, it was just perfect.” 
 
Herbert Klein (109B) says, ”We are 
fine and well.  Our boys are going 
through teenage now - and my 
mother will have her 80th Birthday 
Party in January 2005.  She is still 
working for the theatre full time - 
seven days a week!” 
 
Peter Brown (113B) (Mr and Mrs 
Sayer met Peter at Valerie Willson’s 
birthday party and were most 
interested to hear about his Website.) 
 

Since then he has told us this: - “It 
about Deaf Issues around the World 
for you to see this for yourself and 
you can see my website 
www.DeafClub.co.uk (FrontPage) and 
enjoy browsing through while you 
have the time!!!! 
  
Also I have a small website which I 
am now involved in as Independent 
Distributor for which I am now  
 

promoted to Executive and I thought 
you might like to see what this is all 
about, so see my other website 
www.neways.co.uk/peterbrown “He 
also says,” I have some good news 
that I have been invited to go on a 
"SEE HEAR" TV programme to talk 
about meeting 3 Astronauts at 10 
Downing Street.  They have finally 
found the footage of News Review in 
1969 and it will be filmed around 
September but I don't know when this 
will go on TV!  I hope that I am able to 
get the clips of going into Downing 
Street or meeting Astronauts inside 
which I never saw on weekly News 
Reviews for the Deaf (Sunday) a long 
time ago and I am really looking 
forward to seeing that and you will 
have that for your archive, hopefully, if 
the BBC let me have that or I can 
record that "See Hear" Programme 
when it comes out then you can have 
that.”  Times in the past 30 years. 
 
 

Paddy Chee (134BN) has been very 
busy working long hours at the dental 
lab. He usually works between 10 to 
12 hours a day.  There is a shortage 
of highly skilled dental technicians 
there in the USA.  (See his two 
articles elsewhere in the BiT) 
 

He says,” Jeffrey Drew, his wife and 
his two kids visited me for the first 
time in San Francisco, also their first 
time to visit California.  Jeffrey was 
also the very FIRST classmate (same 
Form of 1968) to visit me here!!  He 
had never talked to me for the past 30 
years!! (Except for a few sentences 
during the 2001 Old Boys Reunion).  
But it was very nice to have him visit 
me and I took him and his family 
around San Francisco and they 
enjoyed the unusually steep rolling 
hills for such a city like San Francisco.  
 

I asked Jeffrey why nobody from 
Burwood Park ever came to San 
Francisco. He was not able to answer 
that question. Maybe too far away or 
maybe they keep procrastinating. 
Maybe too expensive, so maybe they 
opted for Europe? I have visited 
England quite a few Toddler but it is 
worthwhile!”  (We showed the 
delightful photos of them all in No 15.  
Ed.) 
 
Paul Davis  (150BN) says,” Jeffery 
Drew and the family were here for 
three weeks in California and they 
stayed here at my house for four 
great days...  Now they are in New   
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York for one more week before 
heading back to the cold weather 
in London.  They enjoyed 
themselves so much and my 
fiancée Ginny enjoyed being with 
his daughter Catherine.   His son, 
Christopher who is still attending 
Mary Hare for two more years, is 
a genius with computers...   I've 
known Jeff's wife Debbie who 
was my classmate back in the 
1960's at Devonshire Hill when I 
was only 5 years old... Small 
world.”  He also says,” I have a 
child that is keeping me very busy 
and doing a very large 
remodelling on my house.”  What 
with that and running his 
construction business, he is 
indeed busy. 
 
Craig Rayment (212BN) says,” I 
wish to make an announcement 
for the birth of twins in the OBA 
newsletter.  They are Sophie and 
Adam, born on 28th July 2004.  
We have another son Matthew 
who is 22 months old now.  My 
wife, Lorraine is fine and well.  It 
is shattering and exhausting to 
look after twins and a weekend 
with my Girlfriend seeing her 
family and just a relaxing 
weekend!” He has too many 
memories of school and they are 
all great memories and difficult to 
pick out the best!!  He will be 
coming to the Reunion and he 
says,” There are lots of friends 
that I miss but I’m not going to 
name names in case I forgot 
someone and the person might 
be offended!!”    He is still seeing 
regularly Clive Boswell, Jeremy 
Parker, Philip Barcy, and Matthew 
Bryant (whenever there is a 
chance!) NHC Mike Gibson and 
Jonathan Palmer. 
 

Simon Spear (214BN) says,” I 
am currently living in Leeds with 
my wife, Alison, who is Duncan 
wood’s sister, and 14 month old 
son, Aaron who brings a lot of joy 
into our lives. We are planning to 
attend the Grand Reunion next 
year.  I am in touch with Craig 
Rayment and Jeremy Morgan 
from time to time.” 
 
James Sharp (230B) is very well 
and living in the south with his 
wife Zoë. They got married in 
November 03. He moved down to 
West Moors near Bournemouth 
 
 

with Zoë last January 04. He has 
been working at Barclays bank at 
Poole since last April '04. They 
recently bought a PC and broadband.  
He is trying hard to contact old friends 
from BPS from Scotland as he lost 
everything and membership years 
ago until he found Eboars a few 
weeks ago. 
 

Grant Ferguson (242BN) says, “I 
have decided to enrol to attend 
Computing Support BSC for another 2 
years.  As of in this year June 2005, I 
will be getting my HND for Computing 
Support.  Now, I was thinking about 
enrolling for a BSC Degree, and have 
spoken to one of the managers for 
their advice.   Guess what, I was 
shoved towards that direction for 
another two years!  Arghh! 
 
James Townsend (258BN) is no 
longer working in Engineering as he is 
working as Occupational Activity 
Officer for Deaf Residents with Mental 
health problems in a Care Home at 
Wandsworth.  He was flying over to 
Washington DC to see Clive on 9th 
March for 5 nights. 
 

(Colin is most embarrassed that this 
interesting article somehow failed to 
get into the last BiT.  Entirely my fault.  
James will provide an update later, 
but is very busy at the moment.  C.S.)   
James said,” Last October 2003, I 
have been granted £3000 from 
Awards for All (A4A) for my project.  I 
have been busy researching my 
project on Deaf Youth in the 
Southeast in my spare time on my 
own! 
 

I found that it was very hard and 
needed lots of spare time.  I changed 
my project a little bit after I went on a 
Course 'New leadership Award’ run 
by Duke of Edinburgh's Awards of 
Surrey County Council.   After that 
course I realised that I could not set 
up Duke of Edinburgh's awards for 
the Deaf group in Surrey due lots of 
health and safety law etc However I 
have disclosure my CRB and it 
succeeded. 
 

Now I am giving my support to Deaf 
YK (Epsom Deaf Youth Club - former 
youth club in Walton on Thames) to 
try to get Deaf YK going again after it 
had been shut down for a while.  I am 
pleased to say the first event was on 
17th April.  Funnily Jon Clarke is 
involved as well!  So my fund from 
A4A will be funding the Outdoor  
 

 

Education / Activities weekend for the 
Deaf YK and I am also hoping to 
invite Kent Deaf Youth club to join the 
weekend. I have made a provisional 
booking for it.  I am still looking into 
seeing if there is a possibility for Deaf 
Youth to be involved with Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award. Is there any of 
you have done it? Bronze or Silver or 
Gold awards? Please email me on 
jam.townsend@virgin.net Cheers 
James Townsend” 
 
Martin Howgate  (259BN) and 
Nicola Howgate (Dewes) (083N) said 
a while back, “ We are fine, we're 
both at work and still thoroughly 
enjoying ourselves, and our little girl, 
Amelia is doing well, busily walking at 
11 months - very determined and 
independent chattering away 
gobbledygook and Ryan is 5 and 
enjoyed his 2nd year at school. (Oh 
dear, where's the time gone???  One 
moment I was at NHC, next moment 
here am I as mother of two!) 
 
I am still on maternity leave but am 
due to return to work at the end of 
February, pending a request for 4 
days.  (Update - I am snowed under 
at work, very hectic although 
thankfully I work 4 days a week 
(Fridays off!). 
 
Martin has changed jobs and feels 
much better not having to face 90 
miles round trip to work on the M25, 
enjoying his job despite 4am get up!  
He’s a postman and on his first 
Christmas he got nice large tips which 
come in handy and most of his 
customers value his kindness and 
generosity (I don't know if you know 
Martin being a kind and thoughtful 
schoolboy then?) - he puts the milk in 
the right place, drops notes in the 
post saying that he can't post bulky 
parcels and leaves it by the porch or 
whatever, and took one parcel home 
after realising the house was empty 
for a long while (turned out to be 5 
weeks holiday), posting his contact 
number. He works 6 days a week for 
5 weeks then on the 6th week he gets 
a "rest week".  He is getting lots of 
overtime (took on extra "walks" (as in 
cover for other posties during their 
absence)“ 
 
Matthew Bryant (274BN) has 
moved to a new house in Wokingham 
in Nov 2003 and there is still so much 
to do at the home and surprise 
surprise, the time really flew! 
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Ivan Kijanovic (275BN) is 
working as Customer Service 
Advisor at Avis Rent -a-Car Ltd 
Head Office based near Heathrow 
Airport.  He says,” I have worked 
for them for 9 years!  A long time!”  
Future plans are more holidays in 
the USA and long weekend 
breaks in Europe before any kids 
arrive!!!  He has no family news 
except that his mum is well! 
 
As for recent holidays, he says,” 
My girlfriend and myself went to 
Washington DC USA last month 
for 10 days to see Clive Boswell 
as well as sight seeing there. As 
well as Milan Italy for a long 
weekend with my Girlfriend 
seeing her family and just a 
relaxing weekend!” He has too 
many memories of school and 
they are all great memories and 
difficult to pick out the best!! He 
will be coming to the Reunion and 
he says,” There are lots of friends 
that I miss but I’m not going to 
name names in case I forgot 
someone and the person might 
be offended!!”  He is still seeing 
regularly Clive Boswell, Jeremy 
Parker, Philip Barcy, and Matthew 
Bryant (whenever there is a 
chance!) NHC Mike Gibson and 
Jonathan Palmer. 
 
Philip Barcy (276B) sends us 
this news: - Philip and Amy would 
like to announce the arrival of a 
baby girl, ELIZABETH GRACE 
BARCY, “Libby”.    Born on: 24th 
March 2005   At: 12.38am 
Weighing: 7lb 8oz (3.4kg).  
 

 
 
Tyron Woolfe (311BN) says, 
“Am going on to my second post 
 

in the Civil Service, working for the 
Joint International Unit, which will be 
interesting. I met Clive Boswell the 
other week in Washington DC on a 
work related visit; it was good to meet 
him.” 
 
Julian Peedle  (326B) says, “Warren 
(Smith) just came to fix the DIY for me 
last weekend as I have just bought 
the flat!  I am hopeless in DIY!  It’s my 
first time doing the DIY!  Warren was 
not too bad - He hasn't reached the 
level of Mr. Whitley's skill!!  Ha-ha!” 
 
Ahmed Mudawi (339BN) is very 
well.  He says, “I have two jobs, which 
are Senior Support Worker and 
freelance TV presenter for Vee TV 
(5th series) on Channel 4 which will 
be broadcast on 20th March (8.30am, 
yes, very early, but you can copy it if 
you want to see me on TV.  Smiles).  I 
work at the office with 6 flats/studios 
in North West London, to support 5 
deaf people who have learning 
difficulties, to learn to be independent 
and develop into the social world and 
society.  I have a partner from 
Australia.  She moved here Nearly 
two years ago.  And we live together 
to rent a flat in Old Street.  She is 
really happy because she walks to 
her working place in less than 10 
minutes.  She knows Mark Bentley 
and she sees him often in lunch 
times.  She is working in the 
administration and financial 
department.  They work under RNID 
head office at Old St.  We are pretty 
well.  If you know Memnos Costi's 
news, he got married last year and 
has got a daughter called Kachina.  
She is my goddaughter and she is so 
lovely.  My whole family lives in 
Khartoum but my mother and sister 
(deaf) live in London.” 
 
Oliver Westbury (355B) studied 
BTEC National Diploma in Computer 
Studies and GNVQ Intermediate 
Information Technology at Burton 
upon Trent Technical College from 
1996 to 1999.  He then started a BSc 
(Hons) Computer Science (four-year 
sandwich course) at Staffordshire 
University – but transferred to 
Wolverhampton University where he 
completed a 3-year course resulting 
in an Interactive Multimedia BA 
(Hons: 2.1).  He greatly enjoys 
graphic design and web development 
and has produced websites for 
various companies. He enjoys sport  

particularly snowboarding, golf and, 
football and has experience in organising 
youth exchanges.  He says, “I was lucky 
to have been granted a Jack Ashley 
Millennium Award, thus allowing me to 
go to visit Singapore for a month to teach 
web-design in a school for the deaf.   I 
worked as a Volunteer and my wish was 
to experience what life is in Singapore.  I 
worked as an assistant to the teacher in 
the classroom, during their social 
studies, computer, art and story telling 
lessons:  as well as giving a helping 
hand to the children during their life skills 
training.  I was away for two weeks in 
Prague (Czech) for the Youth Exchange.  
I had a brilliant time the whole of the 9 
days, the Czech deaf people took like us 
to Prague on a sightseeing tour, deaf 
organizations, deaf club, clubbing, party, 
much more... I am organiser for the Deaf 
Youth Exchange with Czech also 
previous were Iceland, Japan and a 
participant in Russia.  More information - 
http://www.deafok.com/exchange This is 
bit the same as the exchanges with 
Germany in BPS School. Can you 
remember it?” 
 
Old Boys (1961-62), will going to 
Plymouth for the weekend – 22nd to 24th 
April. Ron Gibbins. Stuart Healy, Peter 
Mowat, Geoffrey Eagling, Leslie Culver, 
Charles Seccombe and Arun Krishna 
who will be going. (Will hear from Ron 
Gibbins after the weekend) 
 
 

There is a form at the back of 
this BiT and is to be pulled 
out. It is ‘Support your BiT’ 
and may we encourage you 
to complete this form? You 
know the more of our 
members know the news of 
other members; it will 
become more interesting 
NEWS. The photos are also 
very welcome. 
  

oba1955_1996@hotmail.com  
 

REMEMBER - THE AIM OF 
THIS BiT IS TO KEEP ALL 
OLD BURWOODIANS 
TOGETHER AND BE IN 
TOUCH. 

Ed 
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E-Boar Egroup  
 

This is the online email and thus continuous reunion for all ex-pupils and staff of BPS.  This is 
run independently and has been running for over four years now and open 24 hours a day.  
There are nearly 100 subscribers to this egroup and this is a good way of keeping in contact 
and to share about what life has done and is doing to you and together with trips down memory 
lane with reflections. 
 

Roy Staines is the moderator and anyone who wishes to join (you should have joined already!) 
can send an email to < e-boar-subscribe@yahoogroups.com >.  If you encounter any problems 
contact Roy by emailing him at < roy.staines@btinternet.com >. 
 

Extracts from E-Boar egroup onto BiT will continue to be permitted as long as the consent of 
the email author (sender) has been obtained. Better still, join up and don't miss out, there 
should be a lot of banter now that the real reunion is coming up. 
 

Who said this? 
 

One little bird told us that our next Grand Reunion 2005 will be the last one?! Is this 
because I will be stepping down? This little bird is completely wrong and is very negative in 
its mind. The OBA has a strong future, possible to have at least three or more Grand 
Reunions in the foreseeable future. I know there are plenty of our members that are very 
intelligent, are exceedingly capable to do anything and could do a lot better than I do. In 
addition, you have got to be real activist, courageous and of course, undeniably positive in 
mind! 

Richard Willson  
 
 

George S Watson 
(We are grateful to Paul Davis for this information) 
 

Full George Sutton Watson 
name: 
 

Born: 10th April 1907, Milton Regis, Kent, England 
Died: 1st April 1974, Guildford, Surrey, England 
Batting: Right-hand batsman 
Bowling: Left-arm medium pace 
Teams: Kent (Main FC: 1928-1929); Minor Counties (Main FC: 1930); Leicestershire 
(Main FC: 1934 - 1950); All teams 
 
First-Class Career Batting and Fielding (1928 - 1950) 
 M I NO Runs HS Ave 100 50   Ct 
Overall 236 393 20 8566 145 22.96 5 52    87 
 
Paul also tells us that, if you go to : -   www.cricketarchive.com  
You will find every match that GSWatson played in.  (9 pages!) 
 
First match 02 Jun 
1928 

County Championship 1928 Kent v Northamptonshire Cheriton Road, 
Folkestone 

Last match 23 Aug 
1950 

County Championship 
1950 

Leicestershire v 
Gloucestershire 

Grace Road, Leicester 

 
During the war Mr Watson joined the army, fitness Grade A (a professional sportsman) but 
then dropped his rifle on parade!  This is a dreadful sin in the army.  “Why did you drop your 
rifle?!!”  “Look.  I cut off the ends of three of my fingers competing in a motorbike race.”  The 
army reclassified him as fitness Grade X, so he left the army and joined the Fire Service for 
the war, serving in London and Coventry during the Blitz.                                                 C.S. 
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My Job by Herbert Klein 
I think, you may interest to 
know about my work.  I am still 
working for National Deaf 
Services under the NHS. 
 
I would love to explain it all to 
you but it is very complex about 
the NHS structure, in fact there 
are huge changes in the 
structure.   I have been working 
on Sign of the Times with Dept 
of Health.  Its aim is to increase 
Deaf Awareness in Health 
Services.  
 
Most important is Primary Care.  
The GP is the gatekeeper.  The 
GP needs to know what is the 
best treatment, the budget, 
where will referral go to?   We 
are trying to develop about Deaf 
Issues in Primary Care all over 
UK.  The GP must provide a 
BSL or other interpreter and 
some of the services needed to 
learn basic Deaf Awareness.  I 
had been lecturing at the Royal 
College of Psychiatry, to 
Medical Students.  They are 
very keen to learn about deaf 
issues.  Sometimes there were 
150 training Doctors in the 
theatre! 
  
One most important thing is that 
our team are working to set up a 
new Deaf Living Health Centre 
under the NHS, that means all 
GPs there can use sign language 
with deaf clients, also for 
Dentists, Mental Health, Family 
Clinic, Support groups like 
Drugs, Alcohol, Rape or Victim, 
can be accessed by Deaf people. 
 
It is important that we must liase 
with their own GP, write a letter 
or send assessment reports to 
explain what is the main 
problem. Their own GP will 
understand and make a right 
referral to Deaf  

Mental Health or whatever other 
services with the right information 
or assessment to prevent wrong 
diagnosis or labelling. 
 
I visited a Chinese Health Living 
Centre, which was fantastic, the 
same thing we need for the Deaf, 
and a Cultural Health Living 
Centre for multi-cultural and 
language at East London (70 per 
cent are not English in the 
community); all funds come from 
NHS. 
 
You can get useful information 
about Deaf Mental Health 
Awareness or campaigns about 
access for Deaf people from: - 

www.reachingdeafminds.org.uk   

I must admit that I can’t do like 
that, I have communicators with 
me to translate English, voice 
over, phone.  I sign to a 
communicator who then translates 
into English for letters or emails 
or reports.  The Communicator is 
paid by Access to Work.  It was a 
great help to keep me going on!! 
 
Also the NHS will be launching 
the publication of an enquiry into 
reports from two deaf 
murders soon in March.  
 
Keep eye on UKCOD 
(www.ukcod.org.uk).  The NHS 
pay each Primary Care Trust  
£10000 all over the UK (350) for 
deaf resources.  E.g. in London we  
Deaf Health Living Centre. 
 
I have set up a new project called 
Deaf Patient Involvement Project.  
There are now organisations 
called Patient Public Involvement 
(PPI) in the UK.  I try to 
encourage deaf volunteer 
members to get involved 
 

with PPI for PCT (for GP, 
Dentist, Optician and 
Pharmacy) or NHS Trust (A&E, 
Hospital).  They have power to 
monitor the NHS to check if 
they provide a right way to meet 
their patients’ needs like 
communication, awareness; 
making sure they know how to 
use the service have 33 PCTs, 
so we can collect about 
£330,000 to pay for a new  
 
Now there will be a huge 
change called MHIP Mental 
Health Improvement 
programme, which will affect 
our service.  Some parts will be 
cut out, and it will become a 
smaller 
service. 
 
I give you an example; only one 
Moorefield Hospital is specialist 
for eye treatment, with waiting 
lists and people come travelling 
from all over the place.  The 
Government wants it closed 
down, with specialist eye 
services spread out all over the 
place, with more access, fewer 
waiting lists and travel.  Smaller 
get a better service than bigger 
services, which are more 
complex. 
 
I think that is why our deaf 
services will become a smaller 
service, I hope spread out with 
other deaf services around the 
place.  It makes sense and saves 
the cost of funds, better time 
management and so on. 
 
Katie Mowat worked with me in 
the same company.   She 
worked for Occupational 
therapy for Adults in patient 
service.  Andrew Thomas 
worked for the Sign Advocacy 
Service. 
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SUMMARY of SIGN OF THE TIMES 
 

A Sign of the Times is a Department of 
Health consultation document.  It is about the 
best way to improve mental health services for 
Deaf people.  When we talk about Deaf 
people, we mean those who use sign 
language as their main way of communicating. 
 
There are more than 50,000 Deaf people in 
the country.  Mental health problems occur 
more frequently in Deaf children compared to 
hearing children. Deaf adults appear to suffer 
at least the same rates of serious mental 
illness as hearing people, but more mental 
health problems. 
 
The hearing community are largely unaware 
of the unique identity of the Deaf population.  
They tend to think of Deafness purely as a 
physical problem and don’t know about the 
cultural and social issues. 
 
Deaf people find it hard to get help from health 
and social services.  Deaf people with mental 
health problems are no exception.  There are 
three very specialist mental health services for 
Deaf people in the whole country.  They have 
come about because of the commitment of 
individual doctors rather than a proper plan.  
They can’t look after everyone and certainly 
can’t see everyone close to their homes.  
They also have to deal with a wider range of 
problems than a hearing service would. 
 
There is a National Service Framework for 
Mental Health, which sets out the standards 
that everyone with mental health problems 
should expect.  
 
These standards are about; 
 
• Mental health promotion;  
• Primary care and access to services;  
• Services for people with severe mental 

illness;  
• Caring about carers,  
• The prevention of suicide.  
 
A Sign of the Times looks at how we could 
meet these standards for the Deaf community.  
It also talks about the ideas that people have   
 

  come up with so far.  
 

  There are some things that most people 
  seem to agree about; 
 

• That Deaf people find it hard to access 
mental health services.  

• That Deaf awareness is very important. 
• That good mental health services for 

Deaf people will cost more.  
• That a Deaf person is more likely to get 

better in a signing environment.  
• That we don’t know enough about the 

needs of Deaf people. 
• That we won’t be able to do a great 

deal very quickly. 
 
  We say that local health and social services 
  should work together to make sure that Deaf 
  people are included in their plans.  This 
  would mean: 
 

• More interpreting available 
• Training in deaf awareness for staff in 

places like doctors’ surgeries 
• Training for some staff in how to spot 

mental health problems in Deaf people  
 
  We say that we will continue to need the very 
  specialist services but that we need  
  something between them and local services. 
 
  There seem to be two choices here. 
 

• We could try and make sure that every 
mental health service was able to meet 
the needs of nearly every Deaf person. 

                                Or 
• We could try and help the specialist 

services to spread themselves more 
widely and support all Deaf people with 
serious mental health problems. 

 
  However we do it, we should make Deaf 
  children and young people a priority. 
  It is important that the three centres work 
  very closely together. 
  We need more research into the needs of 
  Deaf people. 
  We want to know what people think and all  
  ideas are welcome. 
  In the autumn, we will put all the ideas 
  together and come up with a plan. 
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The Turkey Oak 
Lord Boyd writes, “Your 
Turkey Oak is loving the rain 
and surviving the gales.” (In 
Autumn 2004)    In case any 
new members do not realise, 
this is the Oak Tree planted at 
Ince Castle, with a plaque 
attached to a boulder by the 
tree, in memory of Lady 
Patricia Boyd.   C.S 
 
Herbert Klein’s Great Aunt 
”My great aunt passed away 
two weeks ago. She was 110 
years old!!  I can’t believe she 
is gone now: we used to email 
each other!! 
 
She looked after John Glenn 
where she lived and was the 
best friend of his parents!!   
John Glenn was the first US 
Spaceman to get into space in 
1961 and the oldest man to 
go to space in the shuttle in 
1997   (I can well remember 
being in the bedroom Mr 
Grave and I had at the top of 
the school, hearing John 
Glenn orbiting the earth.  I 
was late for lunch!  C.S.) 
 
She had met Howard Carter 
who found Tutankamun in 
Egypt 1922.  She met so 
many 
famous people, even Albert 
Einstein, regularly. 
 
She always booked an 
interpreter when I saw her.   
She told me all about those 
people!!” 
 

H.Klein 
 
Mini Reunion in Preston – 
20th November 2004 
 
Ian Cooke and Peter Mowat 
agreed at the Committee 
meeting to arrange this mini  

reunion and it was a great 
success.  Richard Willson, 
Allan Sharp, David Lewis, 
Stuart Healy, Peter Mowat, 
Mark Heaton, Ian Cooke, 
Gary Quinn, Jason Vessey, 
Katie Mowat + their partners 
and friends were there. 
Started about 7:30pm, We 
were stayed there until 12pm 
(midnight). I’m sure that we 
did enjoy ourselves, Great 
night. 
 
 

Dr Patrick Schofield 
 

We are sorry to have to 
announce that Dr Schofield 
sadly died last November, 
after being ill for some time 
 
Many of you will remember 
him as the School Doctor, and 
of course that he married Mrs 
Corbin. 
 
We send our sincere 
sympathy and very best 
wishes to Mrs Schofield and 
her daughter, Sally.          C.S. 
  
 

Living in France 
 

I have now been living in 
France permanently for nearly 
three years.  Not forever I 
think, but you never know, 
because, to quote John 
Gibbins’s excellent joke, at my 
age, health can be either like 
a parachute or like a sports 
bag. 
 

I feel as though I have 
abandoned you since we 
moved here, but I can assure 
you that I always read your 
stories in BiT. Time passes so 
fast, in fact, that I always feel 
guilty for not joining in. 
 

Well, what is it like living 
here?  

The good side is the weather, 
at least in the south where we 
used to live. The north, where 
we are now, is very beautiful, 
but the weather is a bit hard: 
cold winters (colder, yes, than 
in Kent), long grey winters, 
lasting from December 
until…mid-May!  The people 
are very friendly but always 
busy so that it is very difficult 
to socialise.  The soil is so 
good and the climate so 
appropriate that everything 
grows profusely, the weeds 
growing faster than the good 
things, so it means an awful 
lot of work keeping a garden 
of half an acre in good shape.   
And as the people here are 
hard workers, they are always 
busy. 
 

But we plan (soon?) to return 
further south where the 
weather is warmer and the 
weeds less prolific.  The food 
is very good there, mainly 
poultry – and game – and 
fruit, and the local wine not 
too bad. 
 

The weather is so hot in the 
summer that many people try 
to have a swimming pool in 
their garden if they can afford 
it.   (You can buy cheap 
“portable” pools). 
 

Many English people buy 
property here and live in 
France because it is so much 
cheaper than in England, but 
very often it is not a good idea 
because unless you speak 
good French you cannot 
socialise with the local 
inhabitants.  And it is very 
difficult to move backwards 
once you have sold 
everything in the UK. They 
are often left to socialise 
between themselves. 
 

Claude Fertray 
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The Burwood Park 
Foundation  

 

 It was set up to help children 
over 11 who are deaf or who 
have acquired speech by 
special educational  
treatment. 
 

Most of the money disbursed 
goes to organisations rather 
than to individuals, but 
individuals are  
welcome to apply, in writing, 
explaining what they have in 
mind. At least 3 Old 
Burwoodians so far  
have received grants. 
 

The Board meets twice a year 
to consider applications. The 
conditions under which the. 
Foundation operates are very 
clearly laid out in its charter. 
 

The address is: - The 
Burwood Park Foundation 
for the Deaf, Ince Castle, 
SALTASH, Cornwall 
 PL12 4RA. 
The Foundation is keen to 
become better known, and 
welcomes applications, all of 
which are carefully considered. 
 

SPORTS DAY 
 

It is always interesting to read 
your various impressions of 
Sports Day at BPS.  It is sad that 
some of you should have felt 
embarrassed because you did not 
win a trophy, a cup, a first, second 
or third prize.  You made their 
day, too, because of your uniform, 
your goodwill, your polite and 
helpful manners and your 
efficiency. 
 

I well remember the last Sports 
Day headed by Mr Thomas.  It 
was my second Sports Day as a 
teacher at BPS and, just as 
during the previous year, there 
was a fantastic atmosphere, one of 
the best I have witnessed as a 
teacher.  

Before that, I had been a teacher 
in various hearing schools, and 
therefore I was somewhat 
surprised to read in the last BIT 
that some of the old boys should 
have felt embarrassed at BPS 
during Sports Day.   Of course, I 
do understand you, feeling a 
little left out behind the aces of 
the day.   But how did it happen 
in a hearing school?   In an 
average class of 28 pupils, there 
were still only one winner, one 
second and one third and so…. 
25 disappointed losers? No way!  
 

There were rather 25 pupils who 
enjoyed not having to take part 
and three winners who would 
have preferred to be somewhere 
else.  And there were only some 
of the winners’ parents, only 
those who cared and none of 
those who did not take part.  For 
the staff, it was yet another 
supercharged day with extra 
supervision to do.  Altogether it 
was not a happy day.  But it was 
auspiciously reported in the local 
papers! 
 

Not so at BPS.   All your parents 
cared, they all came, no matter 
whether you were an ace or not, 
and everyone was pleased to 
meet everyone else.   The fact 
that you all contributed to the 
event – whether it was during the 
performances or helping in 
another way – always added to 
the community spirit of the 
school, and I think that it 
included everyone, staff, parent 
or pupil. 
 

And when the School allowed 
you to use the barbecue, I think 
that Sports Days lasted even 
longer, because the food was 
prepared by yourselves: you 
learned to cook with a barbecue 
and you became very good at it.  
It gave us an even better chance 
to socialise with each other. 

A big THANK YOU for the 
chance to be part of Sports 
Day. 
 

Claude Fertray 
 
How I came to set up 
my own company 
 

Since 1993 many people over 
50 years of age were made 
redundant due to Government 
policies.  I was out of work for 
14 months.  Then I found a 
temporary job at Brighton and 
Worcester in 1994/95.  While I 
was working at Simplimatic 
Engineering Ltd of Worcester 
the Managing Director 
suggested that I should go to 
College to learn AutoCAD as 
all companies have AutoCAD 
instead of using drawing 
boards. 
 

I went to Portland College at 
Mansfield for 3 months instead 
of 12 months.  I learned so 
quickly and got the 
qualification.  The Principal of 
the College suggested that I 
should be able to start my own 
business.  I thought that this 
was impossible! 
 

Then I got jobs on contract 
work.  Some companies asked 
me why I didn’t start a 
business so that they could 
contact me. 
 

I had good conversations with 
my family including my 3 
brothers and my uncles.  They 
all agreed that I could always 
try.  So I started my business 
on November 15th 1996.  I 
have got a Company 
Certificate given by 
Companies House at Cardiff. 
 

My company’s name is “DWD 
DESIGN SERVICES LTD”. 
 

Well, to be honest, it is hard 
work and not very easy.  

  D.Davidson 
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Texting to Phones 
  
We have just discovered that you can text a message to a normal telephone.  The phone will ring and 
the message will be spoken clearly, with the name of sender and the time sent.  You probably have 
all known this for twenty years - but we find it very clever.   
  
The message will go onto a recorded message system, but twice, at least on ours.  This takes some 
time, but that shouldn't matter. 
 
I think not all mobile phones can send text to be spoken aloud by landline phones.                       C.S.  
                                                                                                                      (It’s Worked!  Ed.) 
 

To all our readers!!! 
 

I sent this in an email to Paddy Chee: - 
 

Hullo Paddy,    I read your two artic les with great interest - many thanks; the BiT absolutely depends 
on contributions like these to keep alive.  It is very pleasing that we often hear that our readers find the 
magazine interesting and look forward to receiving it, but without such contributions as yours - "Boring 
in Touch" would be the name! 
 

So, to all our readers – do you want to receive the “Boars in Touch” or the “Boring in Touch”??? 
 

GET WRITING.                                                                                                                                 C.S. 
 

(An addition comment from R Willson:- If you do not, you are probably a genuine boring person or 
possibly b******* lazy or maybe you prefer to read the news from other members except yours! I 
added up and there are only 32 members who have forwarded articles, out of 270 members!!  
SO, GET WRITING). 
 

Green Grass and Red Blazers 
 
Where does the grass grow greener? In the garden next door, of course! 
 
I read your various articles about the red or black blazers and I found your comments very interesting. 
Most of you did not like the colour of your blazer, but some of you did. I remember taking the pupils 
out to an Art exhibition in London for the very first time after starting at BPS, and that was my first 
sight of the boys wearing their red uniforms. I loved that and I felt thrilled because the boys seemed to 
be happy but obviously they did not like the colour of their uniform. 
 
In 1973, the year after I started teaching, I was already involved in school exchanges with French 
schools in Avignon. The English schools involved were all the schools in Colchester, all from schools 
with different school uniforms. 
 
When asked about school uniforms, they (nearly) all hated the uniform from their own school, and 
most preferred the uniform worn by pupils from another school. Better still, they preferred the French 
way, which consisted of wearing your own clothes. 
 
Do you know what?  All the French pupils preferred the English way, because it did away with 
showing how rich or poor you were and it made you proud to belong to your school!  
 
My own opinion is that the more you have had to put up with rules, the more goodwill you have shown, 
the happier you are later to have belonged somewhere. 
 

Claude Fertray 
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Heart Pond Memories 
      I was born and bred in Keswick, within easy walking 
distance of the lake, rivers, woods and fields, and from 
a very early age developed a love of natural history 
which has never left me. In this article I am going to 
share my memories of natural history with reference 
mainly to the Heart Pond. 
      The winter of 1962 - 63 was very hard and the lakes 
froze over.  I remember that someone broke a hole in 
the Heart Pond ice and later I saw fish gasping at that 
hole. When the ice finally thawed, all the fish in the 
pond could be seen floating on the surface.  They had 
died because the banging to make the hole had caused 
vibrations which roused the fish from their winter torpor, 
and on being roused their bodily functions restarted but 
their bodily wastes, including gases, together with toxic 
gases from decaying plants, could not escape.  As a 
result the fish were poisoned and suffocated.  
      The hole in the ice reminded me that when I was 
about five years old I went down to the late when it was 
frozen. Lots of people were on the ice, which had a thin 
covering of snow. Some figure-skaters had brushed the 
snow away to make a smooth surface for their artistry. 
      When I was about thirty yards out, there was a 
sudden crack and I fell through the ice!  Instinctively I 
struggled out and ran all the way home.  On the way 
some kind adults asked me, "What's up?"  I didn't stop 
to explain!   
      Some years later I realised that I must have fallen 
through a hole banged through maybe just a couple of 
days earlier. I wasn't aware of it, as the broken edges 
had been concealed by the snow. 
 

My unsurprising conclusion is that banging of holes in 
ice isn't a good idea because of the danger to both 
people and fish. 
      Later in 1963 I bred sticklebacks in an aquarium in 
the hall. The brilliantly coloured male built a nest in 
which he persuaded the female to lay her eggs for him 
to fertilise. Then for several days he fanned water over 
the eggs to keep them well supplied with oxygen. When 
the young emerged, he had his work cut out caring for 
them. If they strayed too far away, he collected them in 
his mouth (some observers thought he had eaten 
them!) and deposited them back in the nest area. I 
remember that I trained on him to jump up and take 
food from my finger just above the surface. 
      When the young were big enough I released them 
in the Heart Pond. I remember watching them 
swimming away in different directions and wondering if 
they would ever meet up again!  I needn't have worried, 
for in the following two years the pond became full of 
sticklebacks. Then the pond was restocked with large 
fish and the sticklebacks disappeared. When I walked 
round the Heart Pond in the early years I felt as if I'd 

been transported back into primeval times, and so when 
the Deputy Head Frank Williams told me that part of the 
African Queen had been filmed in the Heart Pond and 
one of the extras was Jomo Kenyatta, then at London 
University and later to become president  of Kenya, I was 
inclined to believe him. 
      I remember Humphrey Bogart wading deep in the 
African river pulling his boat and when he emerged he 
was covered with realistic - looking leeches.  The Heart 
Pond by the Island was probably about the right depth 
and there were lots of real leeches. I remember I placed 
some in an aquarium in the hall and immediately they 
formed an escape committee and made a bid for 
freedom!  I found them in various parts of the hall and 
released them back into the lake!   I remember reading 
that the African Queen was filmed on location in Africa 
and I don't remember any mention of Burwood Park. But 
it’s a good story! 
      My last topic is hugely controversial: plants classed 
as "alien invaders".  For example, in New Zealand I 
picked up an attractive poster showing dozens of 
beautiful flowers brought into New Zealand, very much 
liked by many and disliked by those who prefer their 
native plants.  In Britain there are several introduced 
plants which many people want rid of. I’ll mention just a 
couple of them now. 
      In my first garden years ago I innocently grew 
Himalayan Balsam and scattered some seeds near the 
Heart Pond.  For some years they did well and then, 
when the lake area was tidied up, they disappeared. 
They are classed as "alien invaders" because they were 
introduced into Britain in about 1840 and now they have 
taken over riverbanks and other damp places. Because 
they spread quickly through exploding seedpods and 
grow vigorously to well over a metre in height, they 
crowd out native British plants.  In the Lake District they 
have reached epidemic proportions and there are 
appeals for volunteers to eradicate these prolific 
invaders. 
      Another awkward plant is the Rhododendron.  There 
are several species, which are attractive and cause no 
problem but the Rhododendron Ponticum, which grew 
around the Heart Pond for many years, is disliked 
because it smothers smaller native plants.  The National 
Trust has found Rhododendrons a wretched nuisance 
because they spread vigorously and are well nigh 
impossible to eradicate. 
      There is now, however, a poison which can be 
injected into the main stem and will kill within six 
months. As I promised I have written about natural 
history mostly in relation to the Heart Pond. I am sure 
that many of you have memories about exploits 
connected with the lakes.  I invite you to share them.  

Jim Grave 
 

Scouts 
 

      I found it interesting reading through all the emails that mentioned various bits of Scout Camps and trips and 
Scout meetings - I was quite surprised by what was remembered!  I can add camping in the snow one April - it was 
the first time any of the boys had camped with us, and the weather did not put them off ...  I remember it was COLD!  
Then there was the Isle of Wight with the leaky tents and the 145 mackerel we caught on the sea fishing trip - I was 
SO glad that Gary was there and could deal with the fish for me!   Luxembourg was good fun but tiring and yes that 
railway line did worry us! 
      Oh by the way - we are living in Bristol and have a deaf daughter Donna who is at University in Preston and being 
taught BSL by Gary Quinn!                                                                                                                                Barbara 
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Family & Friend’s Pictorial Page 
Mrs Weins 
 

Mrs Weins’ daughter, Sarah, sent us this delightful photograph of Mrs Weins and her family.  We did 
not have enough time to arrange for this before the last edition of the BiT, but wish to include it now, in 
memory of Mrs Weins and her work for the school.   Ed. 

 
 

 

 

                                       
                  Clive Boswell                        Heidi, Martin and friend                   Sumit Sudra in Paris 
                                                                           in Australia                      

           
          Derek Davidson              Jeffrey Drew visiting Paddy Chee      
      (See ‘My Own Company’) 
 

If you wish to include your photos of your family, new baby, new grandchild, recent, 30th, 40th, 50th or 60th birthday 
party, holiday or wedding on this page - Family & Friend’s Pictorial Page. All you have to do is just email an 
attachment and it is really so simple. Please remember to include all names, date and whereabouts.  
< oba1955_1996@hotmail.com > or you may forward it to our address. The addresses are on the front page.  
Many thanks.                                                                                                                                                           Ed                              
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OBA’s Committee Meeting / Saturday 05th March 2005 
at 11.00am 
 
Agenda 
 
1. Opening the Meeting:                                                 (CS) 
2. Minutes of the last meeting (4th September 2004):    (CS) 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes:                               (CS) 
4. Chairman's Report:                                                    (CS) 
5. Secretary's Report                                                    (RW) 
 a) Update of the member 
 b) Correspond from the members 
6. Treasurer's Report:                                                   (RW) 
  a) Abbey National (latest balance) 
  b) Portman B/S (latest balance) 
 c) Coventry B/S (latest balance and interests) 
7. Grand Reunion Report:                                             (RW) 
 a) Update (Tickets & Accommodations) 
 b) Raffles & prizes organisation 
 c) Completion of the balance from members by 30/06/05 
 d) Design & colour for tickets (prevent of the duplication) 
 e) Last ticket / cancellation 
 f) Menu / buffet / drink (24th & 25th Sept) 
 g) Videoing at grand Reunion                                    (GD) 
8. Six month’s small reunion                                     (PM/IC) 
  a) New date / whereabouts for Sept 05 & March 06 
  b) Feedbacks (better ideas) 
9. Boar Photos – BDHS – Report                                   (CS) 
10.OBA’s Web-page (O Westbury)                                (CS) 
11.Editor for BiT 17 (Sept 05)                                       (RW) 
12. Souvenirs / Gifts (mugs)                                            (IC) 
13. AOB                                                                 (RW) 
14. Date and Venue of the next meeting:             (ALL) 
 

Minutes 
 

The meeting started at 11.20am 
 

The following Committee Members attended: Allan Sharp, 
Richard Willson (Sec/Tre), Peter Mowat, Leslie Culver, Ian 
Cooke, Gerald Dixey (Grand Reunion videoing), Bev 
Nisbett (Asst videoing) and Katie Mowat (Asst Ed) 
 
1. RW raised his hand and informed ALL that Colin Sayer, 
our Chairman, is unwell and could not attend the meeting. 
RW stated he has several faxes from CS in relation to the 
meeting. In his fax, CS sends an apology for being absent 
and would like to remind ALL to stick to the subjects under 
discussion as there is a lot to discuss. CS extended his 
wishes to ALL and he is pleased to know that OBA is alive 
and such a successful Association. RW asked ALL for a 
vote of the meeting’s controller and suggested AS to take 
the chair because he missed the last two meetings which 
means he may not be familiar to the discussions. ALL 
agreed and AS took the chairman’s chair. AS thanked ALL 
and asked RW if there were any more apologies. RW said 
he received a sms from Conrad Kiel who could not make 

the meeting and with his apology.  
 
2. ALL: agreed and was signed by AS in the 
absence of CS. 
 
3. RW apologised for the delay and OBA will 
make a donation of £25.00 to Royal Masonic 
Benevolent Institution in respect of Late Mrs. 
Jessica Wood. LC asked about the planting of 
lavender and RW looked in the faxes and there 
was no mention. AS suggested to leave this 
matter until next time. ALL accepted. From CS’s 
fax, CS, under item 14, was suggesting that the 
minutes of the previous meeting should be 
changed to make them clearer. 
 
4. No report. 
 

5a). The updated members are now 270, an 
increase of 23 since last September.  
5b i). RW circulated, via email, the members, 
concerning the serious road accident of our 
member, Ken Dudley and encouraged them to 
visit Ken at the hospital. RW received an 
expression of thanks from Ken and as well as 
from the other members who have forwarded the 
‘get well’ cards.  
5b ii). Many enquiries came from the non 
members in relation to the Grand Reunion as 
well as the definition and benefit of the 
membership. RW gave the very brief replies and 
encouraged them to join as the Association’s 
members. Most of them have refrained because 
there was no ticket of the Grand Reunion left. 
 

6a). RW stated he received no latest statement 
from the Abbey but looked at the ‘last month’s’ 
statement. The balance, end of January 2005, is 
£1710.18.  
6b). The latest balance from Portman B/S is 
£786.51. 
6c). The latest balance from Coventry B/S is 
£13267.34. OBA received an average interest of 
£52.00 each month. IC asked how much interest 
in total have OBA received since the account 
opened last October 2004. RW reckoned in the 
region of £215.00. 
 

7a). 350 tickets are sold. RW pointed out that 
there may be amendments from the members 
when the time comes near to the end of June 
2005. The deadline for members to pay in full 
amount. Furthermore, RW explained that over 
the last five weeks, two members reduced their 
order of two tickets to one ticket which means it 
is likely to have some more reductions or maybe 
complete cancellations. LC prefers to include the 
train time-table (Between Waterloo and Woking)  
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and general information leaflets (from the Tourist 
Information Office) and the Grand Reunion’s long weekend 
programmes, be attached to the tickets. RW will see this 
arrangement be made. RW pointed out that he believes 
that Holiday Inn Hotel should provide their own interpreters 
for this long weekend. PM pointed out that Holiday Inn 
Hotel can ask their head office for the circulation to all their 
colleagues who have Deaf Awareness. RW thought it was 
a brilliant idea and will ask the manager of the hotel. This 
should be the same as to H G Wells. RW understands that 
the cost of the interpreters can be met from the 
Government in relation to the ‘Access to Work’ or ‘PACT’. 
RW will contact RNID for more information. Another 
subject, RW stated his concern about the checking out at 
the hotel. RW meant those OBs who ordered the drinks, 
foods or whatever, should expect to pay at the time of 
departing. RW felt it would be wise to point out to the 
manager of the hotel to ensure that they will have the 
account details (Credit card) at the time of checking in. 
OBA will foot the cost of the completion of the 
accommodation including the breakfast and VAT and 
nothing more. ALL agreed and RW will make a clarification 
in the BiT this month. 
7b). ALL discussed for a while on the idea of raffles. KM 
wanted to have two separate raffles; one as normal raffle 
and one from the Grand Reunion tickets with the number 
being printed on the back. ALL liked the idea. GD thought it 
would be worth to ask British Airways for the donation of 
free flights for two people. RW asked GD for the exact 
appropriate name of person and the address. GD will 
supply and RW will write directly. As for the normal raffle, 
ALL agreed that OBA will place the sum of £500.00 for the 
ten prizes. PM and IC will take the organisation on the 
normal raffles (ten prizes). Each prize will be revealed from 
a chosen envelope of the winning raffle. IC liked the idea of 
having the display of ten prizes at the entry of the Grand 
Reunion’s evening dinner, encouraging the members in 
buying the tickets. ALL voted in support. AS suggested the 
door to be opened at 6pm to allow more time for gathering 
before the dinner starts at 8pm. ALL approved and RW will 
check with the H G Wells’s Manager. PM suggested to 
have the personal name, roll number and the years badge 
be issued. RW will have a look at the cost and will come 
back at the next meeting. 
7c). RW pointed out the total cost of the accommodation 
and the Grand Reunion tickets are £30,317.50, breakdown 
to £16,292.50 for the 343 tickets and £14,025.00 for the 
accommodation. Up to now, £15,975.00 have been 
received from the members and the outstanding balance is 
£14,342.50. Furthermore, from now and to the end of June, 
it could be more, especially the accommodation. LC 
enquired about the 7 tickets and RW said it is for the 
Guests of Honours and Master Ceremonies. Up to now, 
OBA have paid the total of deposit to Holiday Inn Hotel, 
£1,331.00 and £500.00 to H G Wells, said by RW. RW is 
concerned about unpaid or failure to pay full amount by end 

of June. ALL discussed at length and agreed. 
The following steps: i) there will be an addition of 
5% of the outstanding balance on the 1st day of 
July. ii) Should the members fail the settlement of 
the outstanding balance by 31st July, the order for 
the ticket(s) and the accommodation will become 
invalid and will be offered to other members 
during August and the part of September and the 
total cost must be paid in full amount in one go. 
ALL asked RW to make a very clear notice of this 
in the BiT and as well as to every individual 
member (personal statement). ALL thought that 
every one should be given a clear chance and be 
aware of the intention well in advance. 
7d). ALL exchanged ideas and thought it would 
be nice to have ‘red/yellow/black’ colour on the 
tickets. KM suggested to have a dotted ‘hole’ 
across the ticket for the ‘ticket’ raffle and ALL 
liked her suggestion. RW will look into this 
matter.  
7e). ALL agreed to leave this matter until next 
meeting. 
7f). RW stated he had a menu list from the H G 
Wells but it was last year’s price. ALL confirmed 
to leave this matter until we have the updated 
menu list from the H G Wells.  
7g). GD introduced his assistant and her name is 
Bev Nisbett and said that she has a good 
experience of videoing in the past and is happy 
to help. GD said there is NOT ONE from the OB 
members offered to help, as stated in an 
advertisement in the BiT last September (page 
7). RW received one member, Paddy Chee and 
he is happy to video separately as he will use the 
USA’s DVD format. He is happy to produce two 
or three copies for our members who live in USA, 
Canada and New Zealand and RW thanked 
Paddy. GD and ALL exchanged the ideas and 
ALL seemed to be pleased with GD’s aims. RW 
showed the list of activities for them to run at the 
Grand Reunion. ALL agreed and hoped to have 
further discussion at the next meeting. Few of 
ALL asked GD to ensure David Morris be present 
this time as it will be the final discussion. GD will 
see to this. RW reminded GD that it was the 
fourth time that DM failed to attend the meeting 
in the past and felt that DM should make an effort 
for our next meeting. Lastly, GD and DM would 
like to view the hotel on Saturday 16th April (5 to 
6pm) and RW will try to arrange this with the 
manager of the hotel. 
  
8a). PM & IC thought it was a very successful 
evening at Preston last November. They pointed 
out that the most help was from Mark Heaton 
who arranged the venue for them. There were 11 
OBs attended on the evening.  
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Grand Reunion 2005 
(Important Notice) 

 
A. Cancellation 
 You are entitled to cancel or amend the tickets as long as it is before 30th June 2005. The 

full amount of the deposit will be reimbursed.  
 
 

B. 2nd Ticket 
According to our recent Committee meeting, it has been agreed that for those who ordered 
two tickets, the full name for the 2nd ticket must be forwarded by 30th June 2005. From 1st 
July 2005, those 2nd tickets, without a name, will become ineligible to the holder and will be 
sold to others. The reason for this is that we see this as being unfair, especially for those 
members who need one.  

 
 

C. Settlement of the outstanding balance 
Note: Those who are remaining on monthly standing orders are exempted from this   

As already advised, the outstanding balance must be settled and be paid in full amount by 
30th June 2005. With effect from 1st July 2005, it has been agreed that 5% interest charge 
will be added against the outstanding balance. With effect from 1st August 2005, depending 
on how far behind the outstanding balance at this time, those who have failed to settle the 
full amount of the balance will be taken into consideration and, in this case, if we see a 
serious deficit, the ticket(s) and the accommodation will become ineligible and you may 
lose some of the funds. The returned tickets will be sold to others. 

 
 

D. Existing Monthly Standing Order 
 You will receive the updated personal statement; the outstanding balance will be shown. 

Depending on the balance, we may ask you to ensure that the full amount of the 
outstanding balance be settled as soon as possible, if possible by 31st August 2005. Thank 
you. 

 
 

E. Cancellation or reduction of the tickets (from two to one) and the accommodation 
With effect from 1st July 2005, any cancellation or amendment, unless with a good reason, 
will mean you will not receive the full amount of the deposit. The reason for this is that OBA 
has already paid a deposit of over £1750.00 to Holiday Inn Hotel and H G Wells and it is 
not refundable. 

 
 

F. Receiving the ticket(s) and the information 
Providing the full amount of the cost has been settled, the tickets will be forwarded two 
weeks before 24th September 2005. With the tickets, there will be several attachments, 
such as programme, direction to the hotel, interesting places to visit and general details. 

 
 

G. General Enquiry 
It is very important to get in touch with us, should you have any doubts or need to know for 
definitely sure. We will be happy to assist or help you. Our contact is Fax: 017 0837 4717, 
SMS: 078 1291 2315, Email: < oba1955_1996@hotmail.com >. Thank you. 

 
Richard Willson 
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Grand Reunion – Table list (Evening of Saturday 24th September 2005) 
 

This is the table list that we are hoping to have for our special evening. Please note that it is not confirmed 
because there may be some 2nd tickets being returned or a complete cancellation from the members over the 
next five months. In my experience over the last two Reunions in Blackpool and Kenilworth, some tickets were 
returned and, at a short notice, have caused re-arrangement of the dinner list. You will see that we have input 
the per cent on each table list and it is for you to be acquainted with the possibility of the amendment. (10% -  
unlikely to be amended, 30% -  likely to be amended, 50% - most likely to be amended and 70% - definitely to 
be amended) 
 
 
Table 01  (10 Guests) 10% 
004B    Hamish Rosie 
  Morag Rosie 
006B    Patrick Chapman 
009B    David Kettle 
  Rita Kettle 
011B    Richard Joslin  
  Pamela Williams 
013B    Stuart Lee 
014B    David Schofield 
 Jean Schofield 

Table 07  (10 Guests) 10% 
049S     Ms. Mary Prentis 
057B    Roger Foreman 
  Jayne Foreman 
061B    William Hetherington 
  Sara Hetherington 
064B    Robert Taylor 
  Janet Taylor 
065B    Michael Payne 
069B    Kevin Sparrow 
 Ann Sparrow 

Table 13  (10 Guests) 10% 
119B    Michael Hines 
  Elizabeth Hines 
121B    Robert Bazeley 
  Hilary Bazeley 
123B    Michael Kelly 
  C Kelly 
125B    Kevin Whalley 
  Kathy Whalley 
126B    Bryan Whalley 
 Sue Whalley 

Table 19  (10 Guests) 30% 
036S     Mr Mike Lucas 
172BN  Graeme Sinclair  
  (G Sinclair’s 2 nd ticket)  
174BN  Nigel Clarke  
178BN  Charlie Turrell 
  Wendy Klein 
183BN  Malcolm Sinclair 
  Maxine Sinclair 
185BN  John Archbold  
186B     Patrick Hoare 

Table 02 (10 Guests) 10% 
451W   Jill Arnold 
  Mel Arnold 
019B    Alexander Cranwell  
  Rosemary Morgan 
020B    Ian Hewett 
  Ann Hewett 
021B    Anthony Wilson 
  Katherine Wilson 
023B    John Pearson  
  Janet Pearson 

Table 08  (10 Guests) 10% 
070B    Stuart Healy 
  Karen Healy 
071B    Roy Staines 
  Christine Staines 
072B    Charles Seccombe 
  Doreen Seccombe 
074B    Leslie Culver  
  Brenda Culver  
075B    Peter Mowat 
 Helen Mowat 

Table 14  (10 Guests) 10% 
128B     Michael Sadowski 
  Cindy Dancer 
129BN  Martin Bogard  
  Heidi Bogard  
130B     David Dunlin 
  Parveen Dunlin  
131BN  Andrew Scolding  
  Anne Scolding 
134BN  Paddy Chee 
 Ricky Fong 

Table 20  (10 Guests) 50% 
187B     Stephen Mullins 
  Caroline Mullins 
189BN  Andrew Plaster 
190B     Paul Johnson 
  (P.J’s 2nd ticket)  
191B     Dean Humphreys 
  (D.H’s 2nd ticket)  
192B     Rodney Oaten 
  Lorraine Oaten 
200B     John Jenner 

Table 03  (10 Guests) 10% 
022B    Derek Davidson  
024B    Malcolm Haywood 
  Shirley Haywood 
025B    Kenneth Wheatley 
  Patricia Wheatley 
027B    Christopher Davies 
028B    John Gibbins 
  Claudette Gibbins 
029B    David Lusher 
  Kevin Tattersall 

Table 09  (10 Guests) 10% 
076B    Raymond Lee 
  L Lee 
077B    Geoffrey Eagling 
  Susan Eagling 
078B    Ronald Gibbins 
  Pauline Gibbins 
080B    Michael Towler 
  Astrid Towler 
094B   Christopher Charles 

Table 15  (10 Guests) 10% 
135BN  Lyndon Clifton 
  Paul Farrar 
136BN  Jeffrey Drew 
  Deborah Drew 
137BN  Phillip Gardner 
  Pamela T-Gardner 
141BN  Stephen Gibson 
  Trishy Gibson 
142BN  Michael Aston 
 Magda Adams-Aston 

Table 21  (10 Guests) 30% 
021S     Ms Barabra Godfrey 
022S     Ms Eileen Coombes 
195B     Andrew Thomas 
  (A.T’s 2nd ticket)  
198BN  Conrad Kiel 
  Katie Kiel 
201BN  Brian McGrath  
  Helen McGrath 
204B     Allan McKee 
 Lorriane McKee 

Table 04  (10 Guests) 30% 
030B    Colyn Walden 
  Ann Walden 
033B   Peter Jackson 
  Maureen Jackson 
034B    Jonathan Williams 
  Carol Williams 
035B    Allan Sharp 
  (A Sharp’s 2 nd ticket)  
036B    Derek Pritchard 
 Angela Pritchard 

Table 10  (10 Guests) 10% 
027S    Mr George Dobbs 
097B    Jamie Billam 
         Susan Billam 
098B    Gerald Dixey 
099B    Mark Heaton 
         Jane Heaton 
100B    Ian Cooke  
          Fiona Cooke  
101B    Ian Paul 
                 Jennifer Paul 

Table 16  (10 Guests) 50% 
143BN  Keith Excell 
  (K Excell’s 2 nd ticket)  
146BN  Kenneth Sanders 
  Jennifer Sanders 
147B     Matthew Jackson 
  Helen Jackson 
148BN  Thomas Martin 
150BN  Paul Davis 
  (P Davis’s 2 nd ticket)  
158B     William Stavert 

Table 22  (10 Guests) 30% 
029S     Mr Jim Grave 
  Mrs Margaret Grave 
205B     Gary Quinn 
  (G Quinn’s 2 nd ticket)  
206B     Terry Spurgeon  
  Carol Spurgeon 
212BN  Craig Rayment 
  Lorriane Rayment 
218B     Darren Upton 
 Jacki Waller 

Table 05  (10 Guests) 10% 
037B    Andrew Lethbridge 
  Jean Lethbridge 
038B    Alan Cook 
  Beatrice Cook 
039B    Richard Willson 
  Valerie Willson  
040B    Christopher Saunders 
  Monica Saunders 
041B    Keith Williams   
                   Sandy Walker 

Table 11  (10 Guests) 30% 
102B    David Bullock 
  Eileen Bullock 
105B    Stephen Holliday 
  Dawn Holliday 
107B    Michael Freund 
  Mary Freund 
108B    Vaughan Jenkins 
  (V Jenkins’s 2 nd ticket)  
109B    Herbert Klein 
110B    Jeffrey Woolcock 

Table 17  (10 Guests) 10% 
041S     Mrs Margaret Threlfall  
151BN  Duncan Cairns 
 Beryl Jones 
162BN  Kerry Bromley 
  Melisse Bromley 
164B     Michael Vanoestren 
  Jane Vanoestren 
166B     Paul Craddock 
167BN  Edward Clarke  
 Janet Clarke  

Table 23  (10 Guests) 30% 
219B     Martin Glover 
222BN  Leslie Banks 
  Trudi Collier 
223B     Richard Stacey 
  Kenneth McCormick 
224BN  Steve Wherry 
  Jill Wherry 
226BN  Paul Hobbs 
  (P Hobbs’s 2 nd ticket)  
232BN  David Longworth  

Table 06  (10 Guests) 10% 
042B    Richard Newnham 
046B    Peter Handy 
  Linda Handy 
047B    John Morris 
  Sandra Morris 
051B    David Lewis 
  Shelley Barber-Lewis 
053B    Edward Vidler 
054B    Howard Woolfe  
 Linda Woolfe  

Table 12   (10 Guests) 30% 
111B    Michael Burton 
  Karen Burton  
113B    Peter Brown 
  Carol Beecham 
114B    Kenneth Dudley 
  Geraldine D-Gray 
115B    Anthony Sanderson 
  Carolyn Sanderson  
118B    David Morris 
 (D Morris’s 2 nd ticket)  

Table 18   (10 Guests) 10% 
002N    Angela Derby 
  Neil Schriek 
011N    Craig Roach  
  Manilyn Roach  
012N    Penny Gunn 
  Gareth Gunn 
014N    Andrew Taylor 
          Shauna Taylor 
015N    Alison Hare  
  Vincent Hare  
 

Table 24  (10 Guests) 10% 
227BN  Gerald Stopher  
  Amanda Spencer  
229BN  Duncan Wood 
  Vicky Galley 
070N     Pamela St - McConnell 
  Stephen McConnell 
073N     Mark Watson 
078N     Sarah Armstead 
  Charles Armstead 
242BN  Grant Ferguson 
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Table 25  (10 Guests) 30% 
233BN  Nicholas Sturley 
  Richard King 
234BN  Colin Wells 
  (C Wells’s 2 nd ticket)  
236B     Darren Valentine 
  Julia Mills 
237BN  Anthony Clarke  
  Emma Clarke 
238B     Marcus Collins 
 Kath Heyes 

Table 28   (9 Guests) 30% 
082S     Mr Paul Whitley 
  Mrs Chris Whitley  
258BN  James Wengraf -Townsend 
         Tamsin Wengraf-Townsend 
259BN  Martin Howgate  
  Nicola Howgate  
262BN  John Finn 
266BN  Michael Reid  
 Joanna Whitehouse  

Table 31  (9 Guests) 50% 
307BN  David Forbes 
108N    Jane Gibbons 
  Anju Kaul 
110N     Louise Sanders 
  James Sanders 
311BN  Tyron Woolfe  
  Derek Rodger 
121N     Kiri Warwick 
  Sarah Williams 
 

Table 34  (9 Guests) 50% 
339BN  Ahmed Mudawi 
  Melissa Scacco 
346BN  Stuart Wilson 
355B     Oliver Westbury 
  Angela Spielsinger  
357B     Jonathan Clarke  
  Michelle Thompson 
360B     Katie Mowat 
  (K Mowat’s 2nd ticket)  
 

Table 26  (10 Guests) 10% 
246B     Iain MacKay 
247B    Richard Weinbaum 
  Shana Grummitt 
248B     Andrew Revell 
  (A Reve ll’s 2 nd ticket)  
250B     Paul Andrews 
  Kaniz Andrews 
251BN  Richard Parker  
252B     James Kelberman 
 Julie Tarran  

Table 29  (10 Guests) 10% 
001S     Mr Colin Sayer 
  Mrs Sylvia Sayer 
264BN  John Brownlie  
  Carly Brownlie 
267BN  John Mancini 
  Chloe Doering 
269B     Glyn Sanders 
  Claire Sanders 
276B     Philip Barcy 
 Amy Ebdon 

Table 32  (10 Guests) 10% 
087S     Mr Claude Fertray 
  Mrs C. Fertray 
313B     Daniel Ray 
  Donnamarie Ray 
319B     Jason Vessey 
  Helen Phillips 
326B     Julian Peedle -Calloo 
 Diana Martin 
327BN  James Clarke  
 Iain Poplett 

Table 35  (10 Guests) 10% 
040S     Mr Tony Young 
  Ms Randi Hesketh  
363B     Jason Keetley 
  Natalie Day 
367B     Shrane Barnett 
  Karen Sandell 
371B     Jay Patel 
  Craig Hammond 
377B     Sophia Cumming 
 Chris McMillan 

Table 27  (10 Guests) 70% 
253BN  Paul Stevens 
  Lorraine Stevens 
254B     Clive Boswell 
  (C Boswell’s 2 nd ticket)  
255BN  Mark Flower 
  (M Flower’s 2 nd ticket)  
256BN  David Jones 
  (D Jones’s 2 nd ticket)  
257BN  Robert Pritchard  
 Ann Equizabal 

Table 30  (10 Guests) 50% 
282B     Darren Pritchard  
  Amanda Pritchard 
286B     Christopher Bojas 
  Elizabeth Jenkins 
293BN  Mark Bentley 
  Grant Peddie  
302BN  Christopher Sacre 
  Dionne Charles 
305BN  Graeme Stewart 
 Gillian Fletcher 

Table 33  (10 Guests) 30% 
328B     Warren Smith  
  (W Smith’s 2nd ticket)  
333B     Mark Culver 
  Cheryl Parr  
334B     Martyn Vessey 
  Kirsty McMullan 
337B     Simon Lupton 
  Robert le Masurier  
338B     Adam Starr 
                 Emma Mann 

 
To be filled at a later date  
 
385B     David Weatherley 
  Victoria Kemp 
410B     Mark Gill 
 

If you are not happy with the table list, please inform us and we will do our best BUT please 
remember it will not be possible to amend at present as we may be receiving returned ticket(s) 
over the next fi ve months and we cannot guarantee you will be moved to the different table. 

Richard Willson 
 

The Burwood Park Foundation 
 
The OBA thanks the Burwood Park Foundation for funding the production of the 'Boars in 
Touch', so that every member of the OBA* will receive a free edition of the BiT each Spring 
and Autumn. 
 

The Foundation hopes that this arrangement will run for 5 years, in the first instance. 
 

*The subscription will be £5 whenever you join before September 2006: later subscribers will 
receive all the BiTs, including back numbers from September 2001. 

Important Notice (Grand Reunion) 
 

On page 21, please read the ‘Grand Reunion 2005’ (Important Notice) and it is essential you 
should be aware of this. Any lack of knowledge could lead to an inconvenience to yourself. 
Please remember I am here to help you, should you have any doubt or wish to inquire. 
 

Holiday Inn Hotel at Woking in Surrey 
 

OBA holds a WHOLE accommodation at the Holiday Inn Hotel, 161 rooms until end of June 
and so far and on behalf of our members, we booked 131 rooms. There are 30 rooms that are 
remaining available. If you would like to stay for one or two nights or extending one night to two 
nights, please get in touch with Richard Willson immediately. Thank you.  
Email: < oba1955_1996@hotmail.com > 
Fax: 017 0837 4717, SMS: 078 1291 2315 



April 2005 

 

You are welcome to write more on the other side of this page. You also are welcome to forward the photos and we will return them 
when we have finished or you may use the e-mail’s attachment.  

Support Your BiT  Your name:                                             
 (Old Burwoodian News)                                                      Year at BPS / NH:                                    
  

Would you like to be included in the future BiT's personal profile? AYES / NOA   
 (The two photos are vital – one as you were schoolboy / girl and one as you are now – no photocopies  please)                                                                                                                                            
What are you doing now? (Just married or going to be married? new family? / Can we borrow your recent photographs ?) 
                         
                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                               
Any plans for the future?  (Going to move ? play in sport? any big change in life?) 
                       
                                                                                                                                        
Any family news? Holidays recently? (Holiday in high-risk or unusual country, maybe North Pole?) 
                           
                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                               
Do you have any questions you would like to ask? (OBA will be happy to respond to your enquiries) 

                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                               
Do you have any particular memories of the school and life there? (Were you happy there?) 

                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                               
                                                                                    
                                                        
Any interesting stories to relate? (Good, bad or sad stories are welcomed) 

                                                                                             
                                                                   
    
    
Are you coming to the Grand Reunion in 2005? (If so, or not - any particular reason?) 

                                                                                                                                       
                                                                         
Do you have any old photographs that were taken at BPS / NH? (If so, can we borrow?) 

                                                                                                     
Are there any Old Burwoodians that you have missed seeing since the school days? 
(Please full name(s) and which year. OBA may be able to help you to trace him / her for you.) 

                                      
                                                                                                                                               
Who are the Old Burwoodians that you are seeing regularly? (In person, exchange sms, email or 
letter?) 
                                                                                                                                            
C G Sayer, 2 Oak Villas, Stonehill, Ottershaw, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0ER. 
Fax: 019 3287 3560              Email: colinBPS@stonehill51.fsnet.co.uk 




