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Important Notice 
 

Grand Reunion 2005 - Change of Venue 
 
The Reunion venue has been changed from the 
Savill Court Hotel to the Holiday Inn / H.G.Wells 
Centre in the centre of Woking, Surrey. 
 
The programme is exactly the same as before. 
The Holiday Inn has enough rooms for all, space 
and very suitable function rooms for the display. 
See page 18 (section 7a) and page 32 for further 
details. 
 

Committee Members 
 
 
 

 

Mrs Janet Weins 
  
It was with great sadness that I learned of the 
death of Janet Weins on June 24th 2004. 
  
I worked with her for several years on the very 
successful Integrated Humanities GCSE course 
for Years 10 and 11. Her innovative ideas and 
skill enabled her pupils to achieve much more 
than they might have expected.  There is no 
doubt that she was a very talented teacher, 
encouraging her pupils to think for themselves 
and explore their own particular talents and 
ability. She often referred to herself as the 
"alternative Geography teacher" because of her 
unorthodox approach which provided her pupils 
with stimulating challenges and her guidance to 
help them achieve high standards. 
Consequently, they grew in confidence and often 
surprised us both with the depth and range of 
their thinking and problem-solving. 
  
She excelled in other areas of school life, notably 
the Assessment and Recording of pupils' 
achievements and the development of schemes 
which encouraged them to take a pride in their 
work and recognise its value. She was a 
remarkable teacher, practical and innovative, and 
a good friend and mentor to both staff and pupils. 
Her contribution to the development of Burwood 
Park School will be remembered and valued by 
those who worked with her.            

 
Mrs Victoria Schofield 

 
 

 

Burwood Park Foundation 
 
The OBA thanks the Burwood Park Foundation for 
funding the production of the ‘Boars in Touch’, so that 
every member of the OBA* will receive a free edition 
of the BiT each Spring and Autumn. 
 
The Foundation hopes that this arrangement will run 
for 5 years, in the first instance.  
 
*The subscription will be £5 whenever you join before 
September 2006: Later subscribers will receive all the 
BiTs, including back numbers from September 2001. 
 

Ed 
 

 
 

Tenth Reunion of class ’61 & 62’ - Paris Weekend 
 
You may remember an article about the classmates 
visited Paris for the weekend. It was written by 
PETER MOWAT, not Ron Gibbins. My sincere 
apology goes to Peter.                              

 Ed 
 
 
 

A great disappointment! 
 

 There is NOT one of you that has responded to the 
‘Personal Profile’. This today’s issue, there is no 
‘Personal Profile’. Colin and I are considering to drop 
it out for good unless you make your move. 

Ed 
 
 
 

No Takers! 
 

We have offered advertisements like this to 
various organisations  

 

No one has been interested 
 

Apply to the Editor and it is truly FREE!! 
 

Fax 017 0837 4717 
Email: oba1955_1996@hotmail.com 

 

Ed 
 
 

 
A small card 

 
There is an attachment of a small card, indicating 
the full addresses and contact numbers of 
Richard A Willson and Colin G Sayer. It was 
suggested by Leslie Culver and he believed that 
many Old Burwoodians members wish to contact 
the OBA but were unable to have the contact 
details or were not able to find them. The idea for 
this is to ask you to place it on your notice board 
or in your wallet.  

Ed 
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Ince Castle 
 
(Roger Foreman was in Cornwall during a visit to 
England) 

”I did meet up with Lord Boyd at his castle.  
When I got to the town I asked everyone for 
directions to his castle but no one knew. Then I 
thought to myself “What can I do?”, so then I decided 
to go for a cup of coffee.  In that coffee shop, to my 
surprise, was an invitation to his castle to a flower 
show with the directions. Oh, someone above was 
taking good care of me...smile.  

Lord Boyd took me around his home and 
showed me his mother's rooms and took me to his 
mother's huge library room and got out a large photo-
book. It was a real thrill looking at the photos because 
she started West Vancouver where our home is also 
the famous bridge and other older buildings. So the 
trip took a surprise turn to many other personal 
experiences in my life.”         

Roger Foreman 
 

The best music ever? 
 

I was listening to a program about string 
quartets and it was said that the most sublime 
(Western) music is probably the last 4 string quartets 
written by Beethoven. 

Beethoven also wrote (loud!) concertos – and 
when he grew older he had to be facing the orchestra 
when they finished playing his music, so that he could 
applaud. 

If he was not facing them he didn’t know that 
they had finished. 

When he wrote those last string quartets he 
was completely deaf.     

Colin 
 

Cricket in America 
 

Paul Davis sent me a cutting about his local 
cricket field.  “Cricket field” – what’s that?!  Well, Paul 
plays cricket in America, in San Fernando Valley, 
near Los Angeles, and the newspaper hasn’t yet 
heard of a “cricket pitch”, perhaps… 

However, 20 local teams play at Woodley 
Park, which is where Paul plays for the English team.   

‘For three days the Woodley Park fields wore 
the look of the former British Empire.   “It’s like a 
melting-pot of former British colonies – Indians, 
Pakistanis, Sri Lankans, South Africans, Brits, 
Australians, Canadians, West Indians”, said the 
regional director of the USA Cricket Association.’  
There are 1,500 players in Los Angeles County and 
12,000 nationwide.’ 

Paul says, “I thought this is an interesting 
article.  Cricket in America!  It’s where I often play.  I 
can see beautiful Woodley Park, only 5 minutes drive 

from where I live.  It’s a fun game.  Show this to Mr. 
Grave.  He may be astonished to read this!”    

Colin 
 

Archive update 
 

I recorded speech annually in speech lessons, 
mainly with forms 1, 2 and 3 from 1971 to 1986, on 
reel-to-reel tape. Each recording involved a reading 
from “Smugglers Island” (“One day David and Bill 
went down to the harbour to David’s boat, the Sea 
Hawk. David had always wanted to sail out to 
Smuggler’s Island. The island was not far out but it 
was very rocky and a boat could land there only on a 
fine day.” - Do you remember?) and then telling about 
something. 

However, I re-used old tapes and so between 
my recordings are others done by Mr Huntingdon, 
mostly, dating from about 1956 onwards. And the 
very last, scruffy-looking loose couple of feet turned 
out to be Peter Brown playing, pretty well, two pieces 
on his recorder, from around 1960. 

I have copied these tapes onto my computer 
and they are all now in the Surrey History Centre 
(though they are not kept in Woking) as part of the 
archive. They will record them digitally. 

The final section of the archive, not yet 
completed, is the photographs - hundreds and 
hundreds of them.  We are hoping that there will be a 
book of some 100 pages with some 200+ 
photographs, which we hope will be available next 
year.  Then I shall produce a CD (or CDs) with many 
more photos on, again, I hope, next year. Then 
photos in some form will go to Woking as part of the 
archive and finally, I expect, the BDHS will also have 
many. 

And then, finally, there will be a CD with 
copies of some very interesting “bits and pieces” 
which have been given to me after the microfilming 
was done. 

Another plea – have any of you ANY copies of 
the original “Old Burwoodian?” I have ONLY nos. 1, 
2, 5, 9 and 10.  There were at least 13.  Please let me 
know.    

Colin 
 

Class 61 & 62 – 12th Annual Reunion on Leeds 
23rd- 25th April 2004 

 
A group of nine of Old Burwardians recently 

had a reunion. Leslie Culver, Peter Mowat, Geoffrey 
Eagling, Ron Gibbins, Michael Towler, Arun Krishna, 
Jonathon Bosman, Ian Townsley and myself all 
attended. 

On Friday 23rd April we stayed at the Leeds 
Marriott Hotel, in the heart of the city. Funnily, it’s next 
to Boar house, (Burwood Park school logo!) We went 
to Nash’s fish and chip restaurant for a meal, then to 
a pub in the evening then back to the hotel. 
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I lead a very busy life so I had the chance to 
tour round my home city with the boys to look at the 
magnificent buildings. 
 On Saturday morning, at our starting point 
City Square, we followed Leeds City Historic 
Places plaques trail with Ian Townsley brilliantly 
explaining the history of Leeds. Though Leeds 
became a great industrial city during the 
Victorian era, it is medieval in origin. In the 
Middle Ages, Leeds was a woollen centre and 
this tradition remains with sheep on the Yorkshire 
Moors providing the wool for the industries of 
spinning and weaving. The introduction of 
machinery in the late 18th century started the mill 
system on which the city grew. By the mid-19th 
century Leeds had moved into the field of ready-
made clothing. By 1921 Burton’s mill was the largest 
clothing factory in the world. The rapid growth of the 
city led to poor living conditions with cellar dwelling in 
existence well into the 20th century and back-to-back 
housing still exists in Leeds. Since the second world 
war there has been a major redevelopment of the city 
centre and Leeds has evolved to be a buzzing, lively 
city. Almost everywhere there is a new building being 
built or an old one being restored. Shopping in Leeds 
has become huge with a Harvey Nicholls here, the 
famous Briggate Street and exclusive shops in the 
beautiful Victoria Quarter.  

The magnificent Town 
Hall reflects the civic pride of the 
Victorian era. It was opened in 
1855 by Queen Victoria. Close by 
is the Civic Hall, with its two 
towers surrounded by large gilt 
owls, part of the Leeds coat of 
arms. 

We visited the former 
Church Institute, the place where 
the British Deaf and Dumb 

Association was founded in January 1890. 
We visited the Salem Chapel with Salem 

School at the back of it. Edward Kirk became deaf at 
seven years old and became a teacher of the deaf in 
1871 at the age of 16. He went on to become 
Headmaster of Leeds School for the Deaf in 1883, 
teaching deaf children for 53 years.  We walked along 
the canal through the Victoria Quays flats, many of 
which are former dock and warehouse buildings of 
the Aire-Calder Navigation. We then went to the 
Royal Armouries Museum – 3,000 years of history 
brought to life in 8,000 spectacular exhibits. To 
complete our day we returned to the hotel, taking time 
to relax in the pool, sauna, spa and steam room. 
Some of us visited Dennis Colville in hospital who 
had been taken ill.  

In the evening we dined at the Marriott Hotel 
and had a minutes silence in memory of Albert 
Clinton who passed away recently. We had an  
 

enjoyable evening with good laughs and 
remembering our memories of school. 

On Sunday, before we left the hotel for 
Kirkstall Abbey, the boys presented me with a lovely 
gift and money towards buying the ‘City of Leeds’ 
Tulip, named in commemoration of the Centenary 
Year – 1993.  We walked around Kirkstall Abbey built 
between 1152 and 1182 – the home to a community 
of Cistercian Monks. Over the road is Abbey House 
Museum which is known and loved as a folk museum 
depicting the life and times of Victorian Leeds with a 
mock Victorian Street allowing us to see what life was 
like back then. 

 It was a great reunion all round and I 
would like to say many thanks to Class 61 and 62 for 

coming to the reunion. Next stop: Plymouth and Ince 
Castle in April 2005 – good luck to Ron Gibbins in 
organising it! 

Stuart Healy 
 

 

Half Yearly Small Reunion 
 

The second chosen town will be at the Public House, 
called Wetherspoons Grey Friars in Preston on 
Saturday 27th November 2004. If you are interested, 
please contact Ian Cooke (Fax: 020 8551 9167, 
Email: ianfionacooke@hotmail.com, SMS: 077 8664 
3828) or Peter Mowat (Fax: 017 0422 0990, Email: 
Petermowat2004@aol.com, SMS: 078 6780 6778). 
We are aiming at, and hope to attract the Old 
Burwoodians who live in this area and up to 30 miles 
radius. 

Ed 
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Kevin Sparrow’s PA (Sue Weaver) 
 

I am sure you will remember about the 
surprise that was secretly made by Sue Weaver, 
Kevin’s PA. Kevin read the BiT-14 and he and his 
wife, Ann were very surprised and thrilled. Kevin sent 
an email which is shown below and as well as my 
reply….. 
 

17th March 2004 
 

Hi Richard,  
Good issue this one, the no. 14! And Mrs. Sue 

Weaver, my PA has been well and truly sacked!  
No, only joking! We had a good laugh over it and she, 
having 'lived' with us for over 2 years, knows very well how 
the Deaf live their lives!  

May I point out that I was at BPS from 1960 to 
1965, not 1958 to 1963 and never met Mr. Huntington. Is it 
your old age that is playing you up? Never mind, we all are 
the same! Look forward to a re-union where most of us are 
in the 80's or hopefully 90's!!  

Will think of items to add to the next issue and a 
cheque is on its way for the re-union.  

See you then. Give our love to Valerie.  
 

Regards,  
Kevin Sparrow.  
----------------------------------- 
17th March 2004  
 

Hi Kevin and Ann, 
 

I am pleased you like the story about your PA Sue 
Weaver. She sounds a real lovely person and I have to say 
you and Ann are very lucky to have her as your PA, and so 
is Marc. Please let me know if you have really sacked her 
because I would like to employ her!! 

Please accept my apologies for an error about the 
year, you attended at BPS. I really thought you were about 
2 years after me and am surprised that it was not so. I can 
correct the year on next BiT-15 along with my apologies, if 
you like. Please let me know. 
 

Very best regards to Ann, Marc and of course, 
Sue. 
 

Richard (OBA) 
----------------------------- 
As for my error, that is why I am now retired!! Colin 
and I send our best regards to Ann, Marc and Sue. 

Ed 
 

Old Burwoodian Magazine 
 
  I've asked about the "Old Burwoodian" before.  
I would LOVE to have a full set for the Burwood 
Archive. 
  Roy Staines gave me copies of 'The Old 
Burwoodian Newsletter Vol 13, Nos 1 and 2, dated 
October 1976 and February 1977. Vol 13 must mean 
that there have been a lot of editions produced. I 
have ONLY Nos 1 1964, Nos 5 1969, Nos 9 1970, 
Nos 10 1970 and a Christmas one, produced by 
"Andy", with no number. 
 

  If any of you out there have any other copies 
do please let me know. I am perfectly prepared to 
make copies if you wish to keep the originals. They 
will go to Woking and eventually on to a CD for 
general use. 
  They are a very real part of the history of the 
school and, as you see, I have almost no copies at 
all. 

Can you help, please?  Do contact me.     
Colin 

 

P.S. Of course I have copies of all of the 'Boars in 
Touch'. 
 

In the hearing world? 
 

If you, or any of your friends, have been living 
entirely in the hearing world and are not in touch with 
deaf friends – DO still come to the reunion! You’ll 
meet old friends – and discover that they are also 
living very much in the hearing world, as well as 
having deaf friends. 

You will be especially welcome, in fact, as 
everyone will have been out of touch with you, 
perhaps for a long time. 

So come along! You are very welcome!    
Ed 

 
Life 

This is so practical and logical... 
When things in your life seem almost too 

much to handle, when 24 hours in a day are not 
enough, remember the mayonnaise jar--and the beer. 
A professor stood before his philosophy class and 
had some items in front of him. When the class 
began, wordlessly, he picked up a very large and 
empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with golf 
balls. 

He then asked the students if the jar was full.  
They agreed that it was.  So the professor then 
picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the 
jar. He shook the jar lightly. 

The pebbles rolled into the open areas 
between the golf balls. He then asked the students 
again if the jar was full. They agreed it was. The 
professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it 
into the jar. Of course, the sand filled up everything 
else. 

He asked once more if the jar was full. The 
students responded with a unanimous "yes." The 
professor then produced two cans of beer from under 
the table and poured the entire contents into the jar, 
effectively filling the empty space between the sand. 

The students laughed. "Now," said the 
professor, as the laughter subsided, "I want you to 
recognise that this jar represents your life. The golf 
balls are the most important things - your loved ones, 
your health, your "real" friends, your favourite 
passions, God. Things, that if everything else was lost  
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and only they remained, your life would still be 
full.  "The pebbles are the other less "essential" 
things that matter to you - like your job, your 
house, your car. 
The sand, it’s everything else -- the small stuff.  
"If you try to put the sand into the jar first," he 
continued, "there is going to be no room for the 
pebbles or the golf balls. 

The same goes for life.  If you spend all of 
your time, and all of your energy on the small 
stuff, you will never have room for the things that 
are important to you. "Pay attention to the things 
that are critical to your happiness. There will 
always be time to clean the house, and fix the 
disposal.” 

Take care of the golf balls first, the things 
that really matter, because the rest is merely 
sand." One of the students raised her hand and 
inquired what then the beer represented.  

The professor smiled. "I'm glad you 
asked," he said. "It just goes to show you that no 
matter how full your life may seem, there's 
always room for a couple of beers." ...... 

  Clive Boswell 
 

Lipreading 
 
I have completed recording on computer the 
audio tapes from speech lessons, from 1956 to 
1986 and have realised that hearing people most 
certainly lipread. 

Each session begins with a reading from 
"Smugglers Island" and each boy's speech is 
understandable, even with some not very good 
speech in Form One - and that is because I know 
the text by heart. 

However, when the boys are talking on 
the tape about a holiday or something else I 
cannot always understand the speech.  But I bet I 
did when I was looking at the boy's face - and 
probably with very little difficulty. I wouldn't have 
been aware at the time, but I was most certainly 
lipreading and could readily understand the 
combination of speech + lipreading. The same 
applies when an English person is being spoken 
to by a foreigner whose English pronunciation is 
not very good (as certainly happens). 

I am continually amazed to realise what 
the brain is doing all the time without our realising 
it ....  An interesting example is the curtain on our 
landing window. For years I have closed it in the 
evening while going downstairs. One evening I 
did this as usual and thought "Wait a 
minute. Something is wrong." So I looked back 
and the hook at the end of the curtain had come 
off and the curtain had moved about 2 inches 
further than usual along the rail.  It had sounded 
very slightly different!! My brain had the "proper" 
sound stored away in memory... 

Another thing is if you move the height of 
something that you often reach for. For several days you 
will find your hand going to the old height, where the thing 
(door handle?) used to be. 

I find it amazing that the brain is storing away all 
these millions (?) of memories all the time. 

To go back to the tapes, I hear about 1 second of 
a boy's speech dating from 1970, 1960 etc and often 
immediately recognise the voice, even if I cannot 
remember the name at first.  One second or less - and my 
brain finds the memory.  

Amazing!    
Colin 

A Burwood Quiz 
 
1. How many headmasters were there? 
2. What are their names? 
3. For how long was the shortest serving teacher teaching 

at the school? 
4. What was the school building being used for before it 

became BPS ? 
5. Who was the longest serving member of staff? 
6. The boys made and flew hot air balloons?  Why was this 

stopped? 
7. Which Deputy Head ended up breeding cattle in Kenya? 
8. Which room was the first Science room? 
9. Why were the houses called Ewing and Lennox-Boyd? 
10. What was the name of the Ballroom Dancing teacher? 
11. There were four games coaches. What are their names? 
12. The first Boar Weekly was in 1960 and the last in 1996 

a)  For how many years did it appear every week in term-
time? 

 b)  Who were the first Editorial staff? 
c)  Which member of staff restarted the BW after it had 
been stopped? 

 d)  Who were the Editorial Staff when it restarted? 
13. Two ladies were first Assistant Matron and then Matron. 

Who were they? 
14. What were the football goalposts made of in the first 

years? 
15. What has happened to the school building now? 
16. Who opened Norfolk House? 
 a) Which year was it? 

b) How many 6th form students were attending NH at the 
time of opening? 

17. Who scored the first ever 100 in a cricket match? 
18. Who were the founder of Governors BPS? 
19. When was the new field built? 
20. How many Old Burwoodians had their children attending 

BPS or NH?  
 
(The answers are on page 30) 

Colin and Richard 
 
 

If you have any interesting puzzles, crosswords, 
small jokes, any comments, queries or ideas for 
inclusion in future issues, please contact Colin or 
Richard or Katie. 
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School Visits 
 

I went to Reading last Saturday for my friend's 
birthday party. In the day, four of us played 36 holes 
of golf, and in the evening, we were having a 
barbecue at his house, and there were more people 
came along. I met one of his friends who himself was 
from BPS and we introduced ourselves and his name 
is Kerry Bromley and he left the school in 1976. I 
enjoyed talking to him about the school and the 
teachers and day out trips because we found out from 
each other that we had the same form teacher, as it 
was Mr Sayer. We agreed that Mr Sayer never 
changed because we found out that we went to the 
same museums such as History museum, Telescope 
museum, St. Pauls etc., every time when the school 
had day out trips with the form teacher.  

We agreed that we enjoyed very much when 
his and my form had days out with Mr Sayer. Funnily 
enough, we agreed that every time when the boys 
came back to school from the day out trip and we 
always exchanged our stories to other forms about 
the day out we always heard that their day out trip 
wasn't more enjoyable than ours! True!  And we were 
glad that Mr Sayer was our form teacher! 
I will never forget the school day out trips, as I 
enjoyed them so much and my form too and we have 
learned a lot when Mr Sayer explained to us about 
things in the Museums. Funnily enough, I still miss all 
that and would like to go the museum again and hear 
wonderful telling from Mr Sayer again! 

Michael Reid 
 
It was very nice to read that you and Kerry enjoyed 
the school visits - especially so as I always took the 
form round together first, and then let you all go off 
separately, if I remember rightly - and I was never 
sure how much the forms appreciated being taken 
round together first!!  
  So it was splendid to read that you and Kerry 
and your forms DID enjoy the 'guided tours'. I 
certainly did, too: I had absolutely no problem with 
revisiting the various places, as I found them so 
interesting myself.  It is a real pleasure to find, after 
all these years, that your forms also had the same 
pleasure.    
  

 Colin 
 

P.S.  I had to teach Information Technology, when we 
realised that the GCSE examination for Computer 
Studies was written in English too difficult to 
understand. At first, I thought it was very boring, but 
the pupils seemed to find it interesting and I caught 
their interest. The coursework meant that we had to 
make visits, and I found these very interesting, too. I 
remember visiting Bird's Eye and seeing their tens of 
thousands of pounds worth of picture handling 
computer equipment being demonstrated. They were 
clearly very proud of it. And here I am sitting at my 
computer, which can do much the same as their  

hugely expensive equipment could do then!! 
 
 

BiT  No.16 (Next March 2005) 
 

It has been agreed that Katie Mowat will be Editor 
for our next BiT’s No 16, next March 2005. Richard 
Willson is going to have a break. Richard promised 
and will help her as much as he can. Richard  
thanked Katie and believed that it will be a very 
good experience for her and wishing her the best of 
luck. From time to time, Richard and Colin will 
continue collecting the articles, news, general info, 
photos and so on from the readers. 
 

One more helper required 
 

David Morris will be in charge of the videoing for 
our Grand Reunion next year and Gerald Dixey will 
be as his 1st assistant. Paddy Chee has also 
offered to help. David is looking for one more 
helper to make up a team of four. An expert of 
videoing, video editing and making the copy of the 
video onto the DVD’s CD Rom is essential. If you 
are interested, please contact David on Fax: 017 
0874 4463, SMS: 078 1442 1866 or Email: 
morris_dp@hotmail.com    Thank you.        

Ed 
 

A joke 
 
 A plane was about to crash and there were 5 
people on board and only 4 parachutes. 
 The first person said ‘I am Roy Keane, one of 
the best footballers in Ireland. I am worth a lot of 
money and my fans need me so I think I should be 
saved’. 
 The others agreed and gave him one of the 
parachutes and off he went. 
 The second person said ‘I am Gerry Adams, a 
radical Irish politician who can really help my 
country and I think I should be saved’. 
 The others said ‘OK’ and gave him a parachute 
and off he went. 
 The third person said ‘I am David Beckham, 
Captain of the English National squad, I have a 
wife and 2 sons. Everyone knows I am a really nice 
guy and thinks I am stupid, but I’m not, so I am 
taking a parachute’ and off he went. 
 There were two folk left, the Pope and a ten 
year old schoolgirl. The Pope said ‘Child I am old 
and frail and have lived my life and while you are 
young with everything before you, take the 
parachute and I will stay with the aircraft and take 
my chance’ 
 ‘It’s OK’ said the girl, ‘There are two 
parachutes….David Beckham picked up my school 
bag’. 

John Gibbins 
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Three Wise Old Men 
 

Once upon a time 
there were three 
misguided deaf 
lads residing 
somewhere inside 
a wooded area in 
Burwood Park. 
Two of them had 
caused a great 
headache to the 
headmaster of 
their school but 
one of them was 

very good and he regularly attended Sunday 
school to gain house marks and of course a 
favourite of the Head.  

Forty-eight years later, the three very 
same boys decided to meet up again for the old 

time’s sake and also to compare their life 
experiences. It was an idea that they all should 
meet somewhere in Algarve really just to find 
how much grey hairs have developed on their 
heads and numbers of wrinkles under their eyes. 
But mainly they were keen to find out which of 
them is the proud owner of a polished chrome 
zimmer frame. Unfortunately at the Faro Airport, 
there were three athletic deaf men hugging each 
other and snivelling and bawling like babies! 

heading for 

Alan Cook of Glasgow, Richard (Riccy) Willson of 
Romford and myself, Keith Williams of 
Middlesbrough, were the culprits as usual ever 
since we drew our first breaths. 

We stayed for a week and it was so 
brilliant that other old Burwoodians would have 

enjoyed it 
tremendous
ly and we 
endured a 
laugh a 
minute from 
dawn till 
dusk every 
day. On the 
first night 

Alan, feeling generous, produced two lovely 

bottles of 12 years old whisky for Riccy and my 60th 
birthday pressies. We were flabbergasted because Alan is 
a Scotsman and still counting pennies to the present day! 
But a
week. 
Riccy 
booked a 
car for us 
for our 
female 
seeking
tours 
we in turn 
drove but 
mostly 
Alan loved to play chauffeur with a dirty white peak cap to 
cover his sparsely ginger streaked and sunburnt head 
super kings and giving orders! The Portuguese motorways 
were fantastic and we were the fastest car-driver experts 
except for Alan who treasured his life dearly and always 
looked out for any hazards. (Or possibly for any sparkling 
euro lying in the gutters!)  

We vis

 

nyway we all drank the lot by the end of our glorious 

 
and 

ited Lisbon and a few places of historical 
interes

as 
steppin

l

Keith Williams 

t and the sun was beating down on our backs while 
we were photographing walking beauties. We walked, 
talked and laughed so hard that on the night when we went 
to our local for a meal and drinks, Riccy fell 

asleep…..ZZZZZZZZZZZZ…. and 
drifted into dreamland of naked 
bodies. And just like what the lager 
louts did, Alan and I were watching 
and cheering at the TV showing FA 
Cup final (Man Utd and Millwall). 

But the worst part w
g onto our planes and 

d depressing England or Scotland for 
Alan! Apart from our partners, this was the most 
unforgettable holiday 
for donkeys’ years. 
Perhaps one day we 
all, the Old 
Burwoodians, might 
repeat this adventure 
before we kick the 
buckets! 

home to o
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Assembly Readings 

 
……… that thick antique bible 
that was always placed on the 
lecturn for morning assembly 
before class. 
 

I always wonder whatever 
happened to it.     
          Raymond Lee (See below) 

………. 
 

I am also interested in how that 
big Bible came into being in the 
school. It was put there every 
morning and tucked inside the 
sort of desk during the day and 
not even used for the speech 
recitals during assembly. 
 

I remember being complimented 
by one of the teachers that I 
didn¹t speak a word wrong and 
one of the boys commented that 
I was speaking as if I was doing 
it specially for the staff as the 
boys couldn't understand / lip-
read a word I said. That is, I 
hadn't thought of expressing 
myself clearly but that was 
difficult when I felt I was being 
assessed for speaking correctly. 
 

Mr (Jim) Grave did try to vary the 
recitals to supposedly make it 
more interesting and one 
morning I was reading (speaking) 
an extract of Pilgrims Progress. 
 

These were the days.....  
                                           Roy 

………. 
 

Don't remember that. Probably 
went up above the clouds for 
their ever-growing book 
collection. But what I DO 
remember had to endure the 

bible reading from a specially-
created-Mr-Grave-file version of 
extracts from the Bible for us to 
stand in front of the assembly to 
recite in speech on what we were 
taught to speak these - forgive 
me God - horrid words that were 
almost impossible to pronounce! 
 

I've often wondered about the 
hearing staff having to endure all 
those garbled words coming out 
from our mouths and probably 
would have been better off 
reading those books around 
them in the Library to kill the 
time! 

                               Nick Sturley 
 

A Bible Reading 
 

I remember signing once before 
the staff entered the library ... 
"The reading for this morning is 
from the Book of Exodus  ... 
Chapter?    Verses?-? "The Lord 
said unto Moses, 'Come forth' 
"And Moses came fifth and won 
a teapot". 
 

Luckily for me, Mr Wood entered 
only seconds after I signed that...      

                    

I do wish that I had the Bible - 
and the 'sort of desk' - but alas, 
no. 
 

Do any of you remember the 
filmstrip projector which was 
sometimes used in lessons?  
The filmstrips were kept in the 
various little cupboards in that 
desk in the Library. 

         

Raymond Lee 
………. 

 

Whatever one may think about 
the relevance of having to read 
from the bible in assembly - I 
believe that MOST hearing 
school children would have 
hardly been able to do it.  They 
would have been scared stiff at 
coming out to stand in front of an 
assembled school and at having 
to read a passage. 
 

I would have been, when I was  
at school. 
 

Similarly, in English lessons, we 
had debates during which you 
had to come out in front of the 
class to say what you thought.  I 
think that MOST hearing children 
in schools would have been quite 
unable to do this. 
 

Later on there were the English 
Speaking Board talks, many of 
which are on videotape (and all 
are now in the archive in 

Woking).  Again, in many schools 
the pupils would have been 
horrified by the very idea! 
 

It depends on what each school 
expects of its pupils.  Expect little 
– and the pupils will achieve little. 
 

I believe that, having 
successfully come out in front of 
the school to read a passage, or 
in front of the form to take part in 
a debate, will have helped to 
boost the self-confidence of all 
who did it. 
 

It may well be that national 
education has caught up with 
BPS and that many more pupils 
nowadays are confident and 
fluent.  I do not know.    You may 
thoroughly disagree! 

                                          Colin 
………. 

 

 

Incidentally, do you also 
remember the highly technical 
copying systems we used to 
have? 
 

The height of technology then: - 
 

1. There was the jelly stuff in a  
flat tin (I cannot remember the 
name). I seem to remember that 
you wrote or typed on a special 
sheet of paper, laid it down on 
the jelly, which got eaten away - 
and then put blank sheets on the 
jelly and ran a roller over them, 
so that a very smudged copy 
was produced. 
 

2. There were rubber rollers with 
maps on which you rolled over 
an inked surface and then over a 
sheet of paper to produce a very 
presentable copy of the map.  
These I still have as part of the 
archive. 
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3. There       was       the      large 
Epidiascope which could project 
printed sheets quite successfully 
onto a screen.  But you had to do 
this in the dark, unlike overhead 
projectors.  Geoffrey Eagling has 
this. 
 

4. The Boar Weekly was 
originally, for years, produced 
with a Roneo duplicating 
machine.  You typed on a kind of 
waxed sheet which was then 
fixed round the roller full of ink 
(which    sometimes    dripped!). 
The roller was turned and the 
copies came whizzing out fairly 
swiftly. There is just one of these 
waxed sheets in the archive. 
 

5. Then - magic! We progressed 
to placing a typed sheet (of the 
Boar Weekly, for example) onto 
a flat glass plate and the 
machine produced copies 
rapidly, without you having to 
touch it.  This really was 
progress! 
 

6. And now the computer prints 
straight through a printer! 
What interests me is that all of 
this happened in one lifetime.  
Each step just seemed a good 
improvement - but we actually 
went from a tin of jelly to a 
computer printout in a pretty 
short time... 
 

What we now take for granted! 
                                          Colin 

 
A Struggle at School 

 

I agree with William Stavert's 
closing caption too. I feel that I 
was fortunate to be selected and 
privileged to have gone to 
Burwood Park School. I didn't 
realise the impact it would have 
on my life and I realised there 
that I had missed out on a lot up 
until I was 11. Thanks to the 
school for their patience in my 
development as I did learn a lot 
from there. The good thing about 
it was that it was activity based 
learning. As some of us 
struggled in classroom based 
teaching, the teachers gave a lot 

of their time to create activities 
that were educational. I 
remember activities from 
ballroom / country dancing, 
stamp club, garden club and so 
on. There were also regular 
competitions like the national 
newspaper spotting and the 
nature competitions and so on. I 
do remember the fantastic sports 
activities. Overall it has led to a 
lot of the boys going into jobs 
involving leadership.       
 

                              Mark Heaton 
………. 

 

I was delighted to read your 
thoughts on BPS.  That's what 
we were there for ... 
 

"As some of us struggled in 
classroom based teaching".  You 
may be interested to know that, 
at least for the 25 years when I 
was on the selection system, we 
reckoned on the intake to BPS 
being, normally, about 4 years 
behind in English and Maths, and 
so, really, in everything else. 
 

This meant that at 11 or 12 the 
pupils arriving at BPS would be 
working at a 7 or 8 year old 
level.  This did not apply to all, 
but to the overwhelming majority, 
more or less whatever school 
they came from. 
 

We did not see this as a problem 
but as a fact of life and a 
challenge.  Our aim was to 
enable the pupils leaving at 16 to 
be prepared for coping with the 
real world's standards - and 
hopefully not functioning as 12 
year olds. 
 

If your incoming pupils are 4 
years retarded you have a 
choice.  You can regard them as 
7 year olds and give them work 
at a 7 year old level - or you can 
regard them as (bright) 11 / 12 
year olds and aim as near as 
possible at 12 year old work. 
 

If you aim high, the trick is to 
make the 12 year old work as 
easy to understand as possible - 
and    one    did    NOT    always 

succeed, of course. 
 

You may remember the 
"Improve" scores I gave each of 
you, based on the number of 
mistakes per line.  The rationale 
behind this was simple.  It was 
not just to encourage each of you 
to improve - but in many cases to 
make pupils realise that 
improvement was needed at all!  
I felt that many just did not 
realise when they arrived at BPS, 
that their level of English 
accuracy left a lot to be desired. 
 

You may also remember 
discussions about Space, 
Energy, etc, etc.  If you regard 
your pupils as 7 year olds (and 
deaf) then you might believe that 
such discussions are impossible, 
but (bright) 11 / 12 year olds 
SHOULD be able to handle such 
discussions (and did perfectly 
well).  Again, the trick was to try 
to make the concepts being 
discussed as simple as possible 
to Understand when the 
discussion began. 
 

So, as we were aiming to work at 
as high a level as was feasible, 
"As some of us struggled in 
classroom based teaching" is not 
surprising.  Though I'm sorry it 
was so. 
 

I may be wrong, but I felt, and 
feel, that having to struggle is 
often part of later feeling that you 
have benefited from something.  
I missed the first year of the 
German lessons at my 
secondary school, so I sat in the 
same classroom as the rest of 
the class - but I learned, largely 
on my own, 2 years' German in 
one year, to catch up. It was a 
struggle! But I FAR preferred that 
to what happened when I went to 
Manchester University for the 
year's Teacher of the Deaf 
course. I KNEW that I knew 
NOTHING about teaching and 
was prepared to work like a slave 
for 9 months, to catch up with 
those on the course who had 
been teaching in hearing schools 
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for years. What I discovered was 
that, because I was a Graduate 
and many of the others were not, 
whatever I said was taken 
seriously and whatever they said 
was not.  Instead of being 
challenged and made to struggle, 
as I wanted, it was all too easy, 
so I really didn't learn much at all. 
 

Quite enough waffle! 
    Colin 
 
P.S.  The pupils going to the 
Mary Hare, were, I think, by and 
large, up to or near to their 
chronological age in performance 
when they started their work 
there.  I do not know the figures, 
but had the impression that this 
was so during those 25 years. 
 

Reunions 
 
"All-in-one" major school 
reunions, like the Old 
Burwoodians reunions, seem to 
be restricted to few schools. I 
know of Mary Hare School 
reunions having taken place on 
several occasions in the past 30 
or so years. There were several 
reunions of former pupils of the 
now closed Edgbaston School, 
St. John's (Boston Spa) and 
Donaldsons (Edinburgh), the last 
two still going strong. However, 
the Old Burwoodians meet with 
much less frequency than the 
others, but seem to attract the 
much greater numbers of pupils. 
 

Of all reunions, class reunions 
are the best and the Burwoodian 
class of 1961-1962 seems to be 
the most regular, having met for 
a good number of years 
annually. 
 

As for the question of "unique", it 
is my opinion that every reunion 
is unique and it is a tribute to the 
education that we all received 
and how we subsequently made 
ourselves into valued individuals 
who are able to contribute 
enormously to society at large - 
all this is being made crystal 
clear when one considers the 

historical fact that Aristotle and 
St. Augustine placed deaf people 
on the same level as idiots. 
 

I am bold enough to say this - no 
matter how little or how unaware 
you all are, you have contributed 
ENORMOUSLY to not only your 
country but to everyone living in 
your country. Reunions are a 
good event for former pupils to 
discuss not only their 
achievements, but their 
contributions. I find reunions 
morale boosters, although I must 
admit the last reunion I attended 
was in the 1970s, the one at 
Heathrow. I will make an effort to 
turn up and show my face at the 
next one! 
                                 Philocophus 
 

The knack of organising 
 
Well, I caught the sailing bug 
when I first ventured out in the 
Firth of Clyde in Scotland in 
1978.  I have been organising 
deaf sailing with London Sailing 
Project since 1993 but the Deaf 
Sailing Club did exist before then 
only to collapse a few years later 
through waning support. Several 
old Burwoodians were involved 
then.    

                                          Mike 
………. 

 

The interesting thing is that 
mainly Old Burwoodians are 
involved in organising 
something. For every type of 
thing such as sailing, skydiving, 
camping, motorcycling, bowls, 
football, chess, cricket, 
publications, deaf clubs / 
organisations, there is at least 
one Old Burwoodian involved in 
organising or part of the 
management or team. 
 

It seems to stem from us being at 
BPS boarding school where we 
were encouraged to organise our 
own thing, the different hobbies 
and sports.  Not a bad thing at 
all.   With fewer Deaf boarding 
schools or schools that 
encourage out of school 

interaction, do most of the young 
Deaf people nowadays expect to 
be spoon – fed or receive 
service? 

                                            Roy 
………. 

 

I was delighted to read your 
email.  The reason why I was so 
pleased is that this was indeed 
one of the main "planks" of the  
school   right   from   the start. 
 

In the archive there are two 
interesting documents, one dated 
about 1956 and the other 1994. 
 

The first one is the minutes of an 
informal meeting between some 
of the staff and some governors, 
including Lady Boyd.  (Mr Clark 
produced this document.) One of 
the main things they were 
discussing was that very idea, 
that the boys should be given as 
much responsibility as possible.  
 

The second one is called "An 
innocuous utterance".  It is a talk 
I gave at my last staff meeting 
before I retired.  The whole point 
of it was my saying that I 
believed that it was the job of the 
school to dream up as many 
ways as possible to give the 
pupils responsibility for the 
running of the school.  I pointed 
out that even the youngest and 
humblest of the pupils could 
perfectly well take on some 
simple responsibilities. "An 
innocuous utterance" was a 
deliberately vague and low key 
title for a matter which I regarded 
as anything but "innocuous"!!  
You see, in my view at the time, 
and I feel no different now, the 
school had by policy gradually 
removed much responsibility 
from the pupils.  
 

The prefect system was 
abolished, perhaps for good 
reasons. I well remember Form 
Five coming to me the next year, 
pleading to be allowed to be 
prefects and take some 
responsibility for the running of 
the school. I agreed with them 
and went to the top, to try  to  get 
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the system reinstated - but had 
no success.  
 

Later on, the staff were 
introducing a "Monitor" system, 
in which the college students 
would take on some kind of 
prefectorial role.  I pointed out 
that this would seem to suggest 
that the school pupils were 
incapable of taking responsibility 
for themselves. 
 

However, for nearly 40 years the 
school did try to give the boys as 
much opportunity as possible to 
take responsibility for as many 
things as possible.  I remember 
the model club shop, the Boar 
Weekly, the Library, the aquaria, 
the chess matches,  and so on 
and on - and organising one's 
own free time, like the boys 
arranging football games in the 
gym in the evenings.  I devised 
the "Positions of Responsibility" 
lists each term very deliberately 
indeed. 
 

So I was very pleased indeed to 
read your email. 

Roy 
………….. 

  

I would be very interested to hear 
what EBoar members think about 
all this: there may well be some 
(many?) of you who felt that the 
Prefect system, for example, was 
unfair, giving boys too much 
power?  That is, if I remember 
correctly, why it was stopped. 
 

And do any of you feel that you 
were not given enough 
responsibility?    

                                          Colin 
 

P.S.  The "innocuous utterance" 
is on the archive discs, under 
History, "C.G.S various" 

………. 
 

I agree. 
 

Many of the Old Burwoodians 
are indeed very good at 
organisation skills. Speaking 
from my own experience I do 
remember being involved with 
the stamp club, coins club, 

aquarium, Boar Weekly and the 
library. I feel all this has helped a 
lot with my confidence in my own 
organisation skills (I think my 
being a Virgo helps too!). 
 

I used the skills by organising 
many events (with very minor 
problems/hiccups) including 
(some of you may remember?) a 
New Year Cruise for 147 people!  
Many former Burwoodians I 
know have organised fund-
raising events, holidays for large 
groups of people, work schedule 
etc. 
 

It is interesting that there are 
those whom I know who were not 
interested in any of the school 
activities nor participated in 
forming/running/organising the 
stamp club, coins club, 
aquarium, Boar Weekly, library 
etc, and have poor organisational 
skills!  I am not naming names 
here!!       

                             Clive Boswell 
 

Learning to hear 
 
(Paddy Chee and I have been 
discussing listening to the words 
of Country and Western songs.  I 
recently heard one of our CDs on 
headphones for the first time and 
was amazed!  I am beginning to 
go a bit deaf, and on the 
headphones I heard all the words 
clearly for the first time.      Colin) 
 

Paddy, who has had a cochlear 
implant, sent this recently: - 
 

I will look for the Country / 
Western    CDs    -     that    you 
mentioned - over here first and if 
there is no text I will let you 
know. Thanks.  
 

With the implant, in the first 
couple of months I went straight 
to the stores to buy my very first 
set of a few musical CDs since I 
was born deaf !!! Can you 
imagine, I never bought any 
musical CDs or tapes for over 44 
years.  
  

That was about 4 years ago.  
  

My first CD was by Beethoven, 
for babies, something like 
bedtime music for babies, 
because I was more interested in 
the musical tones WITHOUT any 
words, and also I was told to 
hear soft and soothing music first 
because my hearing nerves in 
the brain have been dead and 
unused for 44 years since birth, 
so the nerves need a couple of 
years to wake up and strengthen, 
just like cutting off a finger and 
sewing it back and trying to make 
the nerves work in the restored 
finger.  
  

My next CD was just drums, 
African drums WITHOUT any 
words.  Because 4 years ago 
when I started having the implant 
for the first time I did NOT like 
any high frequency sounds from 
the musical CDs, they sounded 
terrible and did not make any 
sense.  I had my wind chime in 
my patio (balcony) and I played 
with it by slapping it on my first 
day of my implant.  It was terrible 
and I could not bear it.  I think 
with the old hearing aid I might 
not have been able to hear the 
highest frequency from the wind 
chimes, but I never tried that.  
  

The drums are different.  The 
frequency is much lower in 
drumming. NO high frequencies, 
are there? So when I first had my 
implant turned on, I could bear 
only the lowest frequencies. I did 
not like to hear high frequencies 
at all.  Since the letters "S" and 
"SH" are high frequency sounds I 
did not like hearing them in 
speech. 
  

But after about three years of 
wearing the implant (I cannot 
count the years, but it’s 
approximate - I should have 
written a diary!!) the high 
frequency sounds sounded much 
nicer. And then I enjoyed 
slapping the wind chimes often!!  
 

The wind chimes sounded 
beautiful and soothing!   
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For the past 2 years I have not 
bought any more musical CDs, 
because I don't really come 
home from work and turn on my 
CD player every day.  I turn on 
my computer instead! 
  

Maybe my mind is telling me I 
am still a deaf person with habits 
as a deaf person with very, very 
few CDs, maybe no more than 
six or eight whereas hearing 
people would have hundreds. 
Even with my implant, hearing 
people enjoy music much, much 
more than I do.  
  

However, I am SUPPOSED to 
have certain CDs with songs and 
text to go with them, that would 
be good practice for me. If the 
words stretch too much I might 
not be able to follow, because I 
depend on the syllables.  
  

Will tell you more later.     
                                

Paddy Chee 
 

(People also have hundreds of 
videos. How many do they ever 
watch? I look in complete 
amazement at the number of 
CDs people have! They couldn’t 
listen to them all if they listened 
24 hours a day!     Colin) 

………. 
 

Riches!! 
 

I walked into the hall one day 
from the corridors, and Gary 
Barnett was on the floor: he had 
found piles, and I MEAN piles!! of 
£20 notes!  It was such a thrill, 
but I had the dilemma of taking 
the money between ourselves, or 
giving it in to the office.  Bah.. I 
had to be the "good role model" 
and handed it into the Head's 
office with Gary, I wonder if he'd 
remember that! 

        Tyron Woolfe 
………. 
 

Scouts 
 

Just to let anyone know that 
remembers me from Scouts that 
I have joined this E group - I 
would love to hear from anyone 
who was in Scouts with me and 

Brian.     
                       Barbara Williams 

……….. 
 

What was the objective of being 
in the Scouts or rather what did 
the scoutmasters want out of 
their scouts?  Maybe a sense of 
objective would make things 
more meaningful.    

                                            Roy  
(Roy never joined the scouts) 

………. 
 

My answer to the question is that 
we wanted the Scouts to do 
everything that other Scouts did 
and have the same fun and 
opportunities that others did ... I 
think we did that pretty well with 
loads of camps and competitions 
and a trip to Luxembourg ! 
     

                          Barbara Williams 
………… 

 

Your answer is specific to BPS 
and it was a positive aim to 
achieve parity with other 
(hearing) Scouts.  What is the 
overall objective? I don't 
remember anyone here 
mentioning a trip to Luxemburg, 
anything special about that place 
in terms of scouts?    

                                            Roy 
………. 

 

I remember in my time at BPS 
(1982 to 1987) that the scouts 
were not available - how come?  
My mother would pack me off to 
regular scouts meetings and trips 
away whenever I'm home in the 
school holidays. 
 

We left the Group in about 81 I 
think - maybe no-one replaced 
us.  

                       Barbara Williams 
 

(It was very difficult to find 
enough volunteers to take on the 
job of running a Scout Troop.  
Colin) 

………. 
 

We took 23 Scouts to 
Luxembourg, along with Mr 
Lucas ... in 1979 I think it was ... 
also went to Germany for a day 

... it was a great experience and 
we think the lads enjoyed it ... 
does anyone else remember 
coming with us ? 
    

                     Barbara Williams 
 

To add to my reply, it was all 
about learning things like map-
reading, compass work, 
camping, first aid, knots, and 
teamwork ... there were badges 
to be gained in all sorts of things, 
and then there were the progress 
badges, the highest of which was 
the Chief Scouts Award, which 
Jeremy Morgan managed to 
complete - I suppose the 
objective was to learn useful 
skills and teamwork, and have 
fun.     

Barbara Williams 
………. 

 

Yes, I remember now and these 
were certainly useful skills to 
have.     

                                            Roy 
………. 

 

My memory of Scouts at BPS, 
which I have mentioned in an 
early BiT, was in 1959 or in the 
60s. 
  

Another member of staff (Mr 
Brown?) arranged for our Scout 
troop to go camping down Seven 
Hills Road but then was unable 
to take them.  Mr Grave and I 
offered to go with them: we had 
both experienced rough sleeping 
- I had slept in a deckchair in a 
corridor in Italy once, while hitch-
hiking to Istanbul. 
  

The scouts started putting up the 
tent, which had a ridgepole 
running full length along the top.  
Mr Grave and I explained that 
the guy ropes should run out 
away from the ends at 45 
degrees, to hold the tent up 
firmly.  I think it was Stewart 
Hetherington who explained to 
us that, if they did that, the tent 
would very soon collapse, as the 
ridgepole would be pulled apart 
by the guy ropes.  He was right. 
We kept quiet after that! 
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However, we knew we would get 
a good night's sleep, because of 
our earlier experiences. We both 
had a dreadful night's non-sleep. 
The  Burwood  Scout troop won 
 the camping competition, I seem 
to remember, at this, their first 
attempt - definitely in spite of 
Messrs Grave and Sayer.    

Colin 
……….. 

 

Other schools 
 

Well lets talk about the other old 
rival schools instead of blooming 
MH again!!  I remember the hard 
football matches against Rydens 
School which usually spurred 
tensions - there would be fights 
etc!!!  There's another school we 
used to go regularly to play 
chess matches and we were 
treated like royalty and I 
remember feeling very 
welcomed.  I think it was some 
music school.  Do you remember 
that??     

Clive.Boswell 
………. 

 

The Yehudi Menuhin school.  
Yes, they were delightful. I 
phoned up the headmaster one 
day as I thought that, as they 
were a small boarding school, 
they might enjoy chess matches. 
They were indeed very pleasant 
"opponents". 
 

It didn't stop there.  They had no 
school football team but a 
number of them enjoyed playing 
- and they were really delighted 
when we arranged some football 
friendlies (I think on Sundays 
??)    

Colin 
………. 

 

Didn't we also have tennis 
competitions with their pupils?  
Didn't we also invite some of 
their girls to our Xmas party? 
 

Clive Boswell 
………. 

 

I think you are thinking of St 
Maur's in Weybridge. In the 
archive is a lovely note from one 

of their teachers asking if MORE 
girls can come to our Christmas 
party than we had invited!! 
 

You were popular!     
Colin 

………. 
 

I hope we said "YES" to the 
more girls to the party 
question?!!! The more the better!! 
 

Clive Boswell 
………. 

 

(Well, actually, no! The reason 
was simple. Mr Grave and I used 
to go round the boys at the 
beginning of party games and 
dances, pushing some of them to 
invite the girls who had no 
partners. So we always tried to 
match the number of boys and 
girls, as it wouldn’t be fair at all to 
invite so many girls that they 
could not join in the games or 
dances… To be fair, sometimes 
the girls chose to miss out a 
game or dance.  

Colin) 
…………. 

 

Red Blazers 
 

Hello, are you still there.. It 
seems to be very quiet 
nowadays... Lets talk about 
erm..... Oh tell us about your 
Sport Days in your school time? 
Me... not very good athlete, 
When I was Form 3, I had to 
wear school blazer, white shirt 
and cricket trousers, being a 
slave, helping the teachers.. 
Other boys have become a bull 
fighter to win the first prize.... 

 

William Stavert 
…... 

 

Yep, its seems quiet nowadays 
due to the lovely weather... 
 

I was hopeless in sports too, I 
had to wear a red blazer for the 
whole four years at Sports day. I 
left the sports day early when I 
was in form four because my 
mother was moaning and wanted 
to go to my sister’s  
house. She wasn't a sports fan. I 
refused to help out when I was in 

form five... Its a bloody hell for us 
slaving out during the sports 
days, we didn’t get any credit for 
it.     
 

David Longworth 
……. 

 

Hi, David 
 

Funny you said summat about 
the horrible red blazer...I sure did 
wear that during these long hot 
summers, during these Sports 
Days! 
 

Nothing fancy about these 
jackets, but I suppose that you 
are right about not getting 
involved in these sports, eh? I 
remember these days when the 
boys were competing for either 
1st, 2nd or 3rd place in their 
races, we were just holding these 
stupid strings at the finish line, 
hmmmm? You were not the only 
one who wear that stupid jacket, 
or preferably called a 'red blazer 
without those famous yellow 
stripes'. 
 

Aaah, those wide lapels we had, 
eh? I salute those who took part 
in wearing these blazers, I mean, 
everyone who did the photo calls 
every year! How does it sound to 
you, David, old boy, eh? 
 

Keep smiling, old mate! 
 

Neil Robinson 
……… 

 

Yep I kept the red jacket for the 
whole five years, when I was in 
form it's too small for me, I only 
wore it for the school photos. I 
have still got the school tie (not 
the prefect tie) Boar badge at my 
mum’s house. I did dispose of 
the red blazer when I was in form 
five, the arm sleeves were too 
short and the waist too.... No 
wonder why didn’t I receive a 
new blazer when I was either in 
form three or four! I liked the 
older version of red blazer with 
yellow stripes. There was one 
boy in my form in outgrown red 
blazer was Colin Wells. He looks 
awful   in  the   school   photo   in  
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1984, he had the same blazer 
since he was in form one. I was 
taller than him when I was in 
form one. He was over six foot 
when he was in form five, his 
blazer sleeves were too small for 
him. I was five foot 6 inches 
when I was in form five. 
 

Dave Longworth 
……… 

 

You complained about the bright 
blazer, I would rather wear red 
than black.  I arrived in 89, Mr 
Kell's world (he changed lots of 
BPS traditions). We bought red 
blazers, we thought it was 
horrible but later about two years 
time, we had to buy black 
blazers, and it was boring. I can 
image that I would spot a bps 
friend a mile away if he wore the 
red blazer!!! We only wore it 
once or twice per year – sports 
day and photograph day. That's it 
really.  In my final year there 
were mixed red and black 
blazers looked so ugly!! 

 

Julian Peedle 
…………… 

 

We had to wear black blazers in 
the winter and spring terms when 
I was in form one to two, then we 
all wore black jumpers with boar 
logo. I liked the black jumper with 
boar logo. When I was in form 
five, I wore a sleeveless jumper, 
Mr Thomas objected it, I told Mrs 
Cowdray about it. She agreed 
with me and nearly all boys wore 
sleeveless jumpers at last. We 
had to wear black blazers to go 
to the church every Sunday from 
form one to three. There were no 
more Churches after that. At my 
time we weren’t allowed to wear 
black blazers during the summer 
term.... I didn’t wear black blazer 
when I was in form four and five 
due to modern traditions. 
 

I prefer the old version of red 
blazer with yellow strip.   
 

Dave Longworth  
………… 

 

Interesting! 
 

I prefer wearing the red blazer 
rather than red blazer with yellow 
stripes. It looks that it is a Butlin's 
jacket or Hi-De-Hi jacket! Yuk! I 
did not know about the colour 
change to black. It is not 
traditional! 
 

I have been wondering about the 
colour of jacket for example: Two 
houses, Ewing is red and Lennox 
Boyd is yellow. Why is the red 
jacket? Yellow stripes stripped 
off late seventies or early 
eighties? Can anybody can tell 
me why? Colin? 
 

Phil Barcy 
………… 

 

Here is Roger Foreman 1959-
1964. I remember all the boys 
during my school years we wore 
the red with yellow edging blazer 
with pride. We were especially 
proud of the boar on the front top 
pocket. It represents the special 
previledge that we attended the 
best private school for boys in 
Britain.   
 

Just like Eton College for boys 
they proudly wear their traditional 
jackets. Similarly we all should 
treasure this as a worthy history 
of the best deaf school. Oh yeah 
I do remember very well that 
Alan Sharp did look spectacular 
in it. These red blazers looked 
really cool while were playing 
cricket. In fact the white cricket 
trousers with the red blazers 
looked elegant. 
 

Cheers Roger 
…………. 

 

Hullo William 
 

This subject interests me in 
various ways. 
 

1.  First, unlike you I was "not a 
very good athlete" - I was totally 
hopeless!! I was not powerfully 
built and I had asthma, so when 
it came to athletics I was a 
complete write-off...  (I can 
remember the 100 yards course 
stretching off to the horizon in the 

heats: it was a marathon!) 
 

However, because it was a fairly 
large school I do not remember 
taking part in Sports Day in any 
way at all.  Maybe I gave out 
programmes, but I have 
absolutely no feeling that I ever 
"belonged" to Sports Day.  I was 
a "nothing". 
 

You seem to wish that you had 
also been a "nothing" on Sports 
Day, but I feel it is a much 
healthier school if everyone has 
some part to play in the 
day - and feels that he/she is 
taking part in a school event, 
even if only by giving out 
programs and looking smart.  I'd 
be interested to know what 
others think about this "being a 
part" of a school event. 
 

2.  Blazers!!  All, or certainly 
most, of the staff wanted the 
school to have navy blue blazers 
with an impressive Boar badge 
on.  However, the idea was that 
the red and gold of the blazer 
was an integral part of the 
foundation of the school, based 
on the red and yellow of the two 
houses. 
 

The staff could not get the 
blazers changed until the House 
system was destroyed and the 
ideas had changed and things 
should be done in a new and 
modern way. 
 

3.  Prizes and winning.  Another 
very interesting topic.  The staff 
succeeded in getting the 
monetary values of the prizes 
reduced, as we felt that the 
cost/value was out of 
proportion. But many people 
would say that "winning and 
losing" is a bad idea, as it makes 
the losers feel bad. 
 

Again, I would be interested to 
know what others think about 
this.  My feeling is that, as long 
as sport is competitive in general 
(and not co-operative, as it is, for 
example, in mountain climbing) 
then   those   who   are   good  at 
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athletics should be encouraged 
to do as well as they possibly 
can. (Remember, I speak as one 
who was completely hopeless!!)  
Those who are less good can 
always aim to improve - and Mr 
Grave ran the athletics 
improvement scheme, if you 
remember. 
 

Burwood Park was definitely set 
up on the idea that "the deaf 
CAN...." That is why the 
standards set by Mr Watson for 
Sports Day were as high as 
they could possibly be.  This was 
not the case, for example, in the 
Schleswig school (a good 
school) where I was horrified to 
notice that the German pupils 
were not being penalised for 
jumping off in the long jump 
AFTER the jumping off board.  
When I pointed this out I was told 
"Oh, don't worry; they're deaf"!!!! 
 

I was told in 1959 that "the deaf 
cannot go abroad" when I offered 
to take pupils to Greece.  Mr 
Watson was furious to read in a 
magazine about the deaf "the 
deaf cannot be expected to do 
P.E." 
 

There are always those, hearing 
and deaf, who say "the deaf 
cannot be expected to do ...." 
 

Mr Wood's motto was "Everyone 
needs standards", by which he 
meant, everyone should expect 
that they CAN do ..... 
 

So, my feeling is that the Sports 
Days as they used to be run and 
organised were A Good Thing. 
 

Colin 
 

P.S.  I wonder if I talk too much? 
………… 

 

Hello Colin, 
 

First of all, about me stating I 
was not a very good athlete. My 
weakest strength was not very 
good running very fast, but my 
strongest strength was long 
distance running, such like Cross 
Country running.  I remember 
when I was form 4 or 5. One 

Sunday morning, our scouts 
went to a cross country running 
competition somewhere in 
Surrey and all different scout 
districts came along. At the end 
of the day, I became 2nd at the 
end, but at the total points for our 
1st Burwood Park have won the 
biggest trophy for highest points. 
 

Yes of course, about the Sport 
Day is good thing, but it is like a 
lottery to select the limited fastest 
runner, Such like choosing 4 
runners out of 20 boys to enter 
the 800 metres. 
 

Of course about the Blazer, we 
are so proud wearing red and 
yellow colours of blazer. I 
certainly do keep my old blazer 
in my wardrobe. Last week I 
visited a mainstream school to 
see a deaf girl and we were 
discussing about the residential 
deaf school and mainstream 
school. I brought my photo of 
Burwood Park, Boar magazines 
and of course my blazer to show 
her. She was so thrilled to hear 
about my school life. She said to 
me that she wished that she 
could have one to Deaf school 
rather than mainstream school.... 
 

Anyway, I was in Form 4 or 5 in 
Sports days, I certainly 
remember that you were telling 
me off as it was not my fault. 
What was happening... During 
the interval break, in front of 
school, there was a display of 
modelling aeroplanes with 2 
strings attachment from the 
aeroplane to hand control. I was 
excited to play with my aeroplane 
displaying to the parents. The 
aeroplane went swish around the 
horizontal circle.  Suddenly the 
one of two strings broke, the 
aeroplane went vertical.  I didn’t 
know what I could do with it  and 
I was trying to move down to 
make the plane crash, but it 
wasn't. I was worried that it may 
have accident to the parents. But 
at the end the plane went down 
and crashed into pieces. 

I certainly do agree with you 
what you were said that "Mr 
Wood's motto was "Everyone 
needs standards", by which he 
meant, everyone should expect 
that they CAN do....." Look at me 
and other boys/girls have so 
much achieved with their 
good/highly potentional jobs or 
life. Nowadays I’m the chair of 
Deaf Direct (Deaf Association) in 
Hereford & Worcestershire for 4 
years to serve the communities 
of Deaf and Hard of Hearing. 
Also my Head of Service of 
Hearing Impairment, where I 
work, are so proud of me in my 
work supporting them. (I hate the 
word of Hearing Impairment! I 
prefer to call 'Deaf'). I can't 
remember what I’m doing in the 
volunteering work!! So many 
things to support them... 
 

So my educational life from 
Burwood Park was so best thing 
of my life..... 
 

Anyway, I’ll shut my mouth now. 
 

                            William Stavert  
…………. 

 

Hullo William 
 

I am delighted that you were/are 
proud of your blazer - excellent - 
though I can also understand 
others who are less enthusiastic. 
 

Your cross-country running was 
excellent - funnily    enough, 
because I had asthma I had to 
run 5 miles several times a 
week.  Imagine that today!!! 
 

Continued on page 30 
  
 

E-Boar, Roy Staines is 
maintaining the E-Boar email 
group, which any of you who 
attended or worked at BPS are 
welcome to join. Email to Roy 
at 
roy.staines@btinternet.com 

Giving your name and the 
period you were at BPS. Many 
of the articles in this BiT are 
taken from E-Boar: they give 
you a flavour of the group.  
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OBA’s Committee Meeting / Saturday 04th September 
2004 at 11.00am 
Venue: 29 The Mount, Romford, Essex, RM3 7LJ. 
 
1. Opening the Meeting:                                                 (CS) 
2. Minutes of the last meeting (21st February 2004):      (CS) 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes:                                   
(CS) 
4. Chairman's Report:                                                    (CS) 
5. Secretary's Report                                                    (RW) 
6. Treasurer's Report:                                                   (RW) 
  a) Abbey National (latest balance) 
  b) Portman B/S (latest balance) 
7. Change of Grand Reunion’s venue:                          (RW) 
  a) Change of accommodation 
  b) Settlement of the different cost 
 c) No ‘Single room’ available at HIH 
8. Grand Reunion’s Report:                                          (RW) 
  a) Update (Tickets / Accommodations) 
  b) Target & Fee (Surplus / Risk spreadsheet) 
 c) Weekend Programme 
 d) David Morris’s voluntary offer (videoing at Reunion) 
9. Videos onto DVD?:                                                     (CS) 
10.Boar Photos - BDHS:                                                (CS) 
11.Web-page instead of website:                                   (CS) 
12. Editing for BiT 16? (March 2005):                           (RW) 
13. Souvenirs / gifts / BPS tie:                                 (IC) 
14. Committee discussion via email’s facility:  (RW) 
15. Date and Venue of the next meeting:             (ALL) 
 
Minutes 
 
The meeting started at 11.00am 
 
The following Committee Members attended: Colin Sayer 
(Chmn), Richard Willson (Sec/Tre/Ed), Peter Mowat, Leslie 
Culver, Ian Cooke and Katie Mowat. 
 
1. CS: One apology was received from Conrad Kiel. No 
reply or apology from Allan Sharp and Mark Culver. CS 
was concerned about the two no replies. RW said he sms, 
fax and email to AS and no response or heard from him. As 
for MC, RW found it difficult to get in touch because he 
does not use sms, email and fax. All agreed that MC will 
not be asked to attend the meeting next time.  
 
2. ALL: agreed and was signed by CS. 
 
3. CS stated that he had a bad news about the planting of 
lavenders. 39 did not grow and were dead. Only one is 
remaining and he will try again from the original plant. CS 
was contacted by Paddy Chee, concerning the compatibility 
of the videotape onto the DVD. RW pointed out that there 
will a discussion on this under Agenda No 9 and ALL 
agreed. IC + PM enquired about the small reunion at 
Birmingham last June. It was disappointing, stated by RW. 
RW emailed over 240 addresses (members and non 
members) and he received well over 100 returned by email 

deliverer because of unknown addresses. CS felt 
that the facilities of email are not effective. RW 
agreed because he amended the update of the 
new addresses very often from the members. It 
was because they changed to a new internet 
provider. RW had an idea and will keep all old 
and the replacing new addresses, because it will 
not cost any extra as one or 50 or more in one 
go. RW asked ALL if any of you would like to 
arrange the small reunion next November in 
place of RW. IC and PM offered to do the task. 
RW thanked them and will give some advice in 
due course and will circulate the members and 
non members when the venue and date have 
been confirmed. There will also be information in 
the BiT in September.  
 
4. CS felt that the OBA was flourishing, with 
steadily increasing membership and very positive 
interest in the Reunion, and also positive 
comments on the ‘Boars in touch’. 
 
5. RW was pleased to say the number of 
members has grow steadily and it is now 247, 9 
more than last March. LC thought it was very 
good. PM stated we need to work together and 
encourage others to join. CS pointed to LC that 
the quality of OBA’s service has got to be careful. 
KM said she knows quite a few that are not 
members and will try to twist their arms. PM 
explained about his recent classmate’s Reunion 
at Leeds and some of them are still unsure of the 
Grand Reunion. RW said he is not worrying 
about the Grand Reunion because he believed 
the target will definitely be reached. LC suggests 
a ‘business’ card with CS+RW’s full contact 
details to be attached in the BiT so that the 
member will pin it on the notice board or place in 
the wallet. ALL liked the idea and RW will see to 
this. 
 
6 a). RW showed ALL the ‘day to day’ basic 
balance and Abbey’s original statements. The 
present balance is £1275.74. RW apologised that 
he has not made a claim for the cost of BiT 14 
from the Burwood Park Foundation and is 
promising to do this when the completion of the 
BiT 15 has been made so that he can combine 
the two costs together. RW reckoned the cost for 
two BiTs is about £550 and the balance at Abbey 
would be around £1825.  
6 b). Again RW showed the balance sheets of 
Portmans and Coventry B/S (specialist for the 
Grand Reunion). RW hoped ALL will remember 
about the transfer to Coventry to obtain the better 
interest incomes. RW is pleased to announce 
that since March the interest from Coventry was  
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£176.15. The full total of the balance between Portmans 
and Coventry is £11340.66. (£664.51 and £10676.15 
respectively). CS gave RW a list of sales of ‘Archive Discs’ 
and said £37.50 will be credited to OBA’s account (Abbey) 
this month. In his list, the total of sales that he raised for 
OBA is £172.50. ALL praised CS for his great contribution 
to OBA. 
 
7. a) RW stated that the Savill Court Hotel had proved 
unsatisfactory because of the limitation of accommodation 
and the fact that, over a period of 18 months, there had 
been no contract offered for us to sign, in spite of our 
detailed submissions. RW+CS declared the Savill Court 
Hotel as ‘not recommended’. RW added that he and CS 
visited Holiday Inn Hotel (the accommodation) and H G 
Wells (the ‘dinner’s venue). Both are in Woking and are 
about 2 minutes between the two buildings. RW+CS also 
met the managers of the Holiday Inn Hotel and H G Wells 
and have exchanged the view of OBA’s Grand Reunion 
with them and felt that there was a good positive attitude 
from the managers. RW added that there is one 
disadvantage about H G Wells that they only hold 350 
seats and pointed out that 350 is about right target. The 
managers are really ‘listening’, quite opposite to Savill 
Court Hotel. We showed the revised programme to the 
managers and they were happy with it. ALL agreed Savill 
Court Hotel is to be cancelled and accepted Holiday Inn 
Hotel & H G Wells our Grand Reunion. RW thanked ALL. 
 
7. b) ALL discussed about the difference of the cost for 
accommodation between Savill and Holiday Inn. ALL 
agreed that any reduced cost will be refunded and any 
‘extra’ cost will be charged and be published in the BiT  
7. c) RW expressed that Holiday Inn do not have any single 
rooms and all rooms are either double or twinned beds. 
ALL agreed that those who have already ordered a single 
room, will not pay any extra and the OBA will cover the 
difference. All new orders for a single room will have to be 
informed beforehand and will pay the full rate. ALL 
satisfied. 
 
8 a). RW stated 249 tickets have been ordered so far with 
101 remaining tickets to be ordered. RW believed 350 will 
be reached because we have exactly a year to go. The full 
payment for the tickets and accommodation must be paid 
by 30th June 2005. RW stressed some members who 
arranged the standing order, have made in excess of the 
total cost. RW will contact the members and ask them to 
cancel the standing order. When the cancellation has been 
made then any excess of the amount will be reimbursed. 
ALL thought it as a proper arrangement.  
8 b). RW handed out the ‘assessment’ sheet to ALL. The 
forecast of the ‘incomes’ total (tickets, accommodation and 
interest) would be in the region of £32000.00 and the 
forecast of the ‘outgoings’ would be in the region of 
£32500.00. There is a showing deficit of £500.00. PM 
commented about the raffles at the Reunion which made 

over £800 at Kenilworth in 2001 and we should 
have the raffles again. ALL agreed and RW will 
adjust the ‘assessment’ sheet correctly and will 
update again for the next meeting in March 2005. 
RW thanked ALL. 
 
8 c). The revised programme was handed out to 
ALL by RW. ALL looked at the details and are 
happy with it. The details will be published in the 
coming BiT. 
 
8 d). The list of for D Morris’s videoing task was 
shown ALL. CS felt it was a superb arrangement. 
RW saw D Morris and G Dixey at his home last 
Sunday and had a good discussion and the 
exchanging of the ideas with them. D Morris 
wishes for G Dixey as his first assistant. RW 
pointed out that two people is insufficient and 
would need two more to fill in. RW will ask all 
members for their help and it will be advertised in 
the BiT. D Morris will contact P Chee, concerning 
the videoing onto the compatible DVD. There will 
be no videotape. RW believed D Morris and G 
Dixey are capable of videoing, quite familiar with 
the computer and make the multiple copied CD 
Rom from the video disc. RW stressed that he 
will not interfere or involve himself with D Morris 
and D Morris understood that he will have sole 
responsibility and agreed that the original video 
disc will be OBA’s property. ALL are pleased. 
OBA will cover all the cost of the materials for D 
Morris. 
 
9. CS wants to have the original videotape of 
‘The Mansion’ (1st Feb 2002) to be copied onto 
CD Rom for DVD users. CS asked for ALL 
approval for OBA to pay the cost for the copying. 
ALL agreed. 
 
10. CS showed some of the archive photos to 
ALL and explained that BDHS is willing to do all 
the publishing into the form of book and to sell to 
the public. There will be 100 pages book’ and CS 
sees that the book made by BDHS is high 
quality. CS added that the idea of profit is 60% to 
BDHS and 40% to OBA after BDHS has covered 
the costs. CS asked ALL for any comment. PM 
asked whether every person on the photos will 
be named in the book. CS felt it will not be easy 
to name all because some of the photos are hard 
to recongise the pupils and to know who they 
are. ALL liked the idea and asked CS to go 
ahead with it. CS expressed his gratitude. 
 
11. LC asked what is webpage and ALL laughed. 
CS explained the difference between ‘Website’ 
and ‘Webpage’ and ALL understood the  
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difference. RW liked the idea about the webpage because 
Website is more a ‘business’ idea and something to sell 
and is very much opposite to webpage. The webpage is 
only to give the information which can be attractive to non 
members. ALL wanted to see it as soon as possible and 
asked CS to arrange this. IC felt that we should know the 
cost first before we can give a ‘go ahead’. ALL agreed. RW 
was happy to show LC the difference of Website and 
Webpage on his computer when the meeting finished. 
 
12. RW wanted to give others a chance to do the editing for 
the BiT next March 2005 because he is going to step down 
after the Grand Reunion. KM would like to have a go and 
asked RW if he could help her with ‘step by step’.  
 
Lunch break (1 hour and 20 minutes) 
 
13. IC explained what he had been through since last 
meeting and found it was uncertain and unconvinced. IC 
fancied something to remember of BPS and NH, likewise to 
print the emblem on a mug or key’s holder. IC also pointed 
out some members would prefer not to remember and may 
discard the gift. RW stated that he was well tired about this 
problem because we had been discuss this subject through 
two past meetings and today is our third time and wanted to 
see this be sorted out and settled right now. ALL 
understood and CS asked ALL for a vote whether we 
should take key’s holder and pen or mug. 2 for key’s holder 
and pen and 4 for mug. Further discussion about the 
emblem on the mug and ALL agreed to have two emblems, 
one as BPS’s boar and NH’s tower clock. Valued up to 
£500 has been agreed. Further agreed that we will leave it 
to IC to choose the shape and colour. IC will supply the 
price of a replica school tie next meeting. PM suggested 
the boar emblem should be included on the tie. CS will 
discuss with Clive Boswell and RW will have a look in the 
internet as he believed a company in Thailand can make 
the specified tie and is much cheaper if the order is a large 
one.  
 
14. RW said the idea was from Conrad Kiel in which RW 
supported him. This idea has been talked about two 
meetings ago and we should try this method. RW added 
that there is one awkward fact which is on LC because he 
is not familiar with the computer. ALL agreed and we 
should go ahead with it. RW will start this week and 
promised LC he will fax copies of the emails.  
 
15. CS called for AOB. LC wondered the reduction of the 
100 tickets at the Grand Reunion, from 450 to 350, may 
cause harassment from the non ticket holders and possibly 
gatecrashers. It has been agreed to delay this matter to 
next meeting because we will then know the number of 
tickets being ordered. And we then will know if there is any 
reaction from the members. RW offered his sincere 
apologies that he has not forwarded the donation of £25 to 
Late Mrs Jessica Wood’s chosen charity (Royal Masonic 

Benevolent Institution) and promised to do it this 
month. LC mentioned about the emergency 
meeting that RW tried to arrange last May. RW 
explained it was about the problems with the 
saville Court Hotel. IC would like to speak at the 
Grand Reunion in remembrance of those who 
passed away since September 2001. RW saw 
this as no problem and has named him in the 
programme and will bring it up with the MC 
(Master of Ceremonies). No further AOB and CS 
enquired ALL, their preferable date for the next 
March. ALL chose Saturday 5th March 2005 at 
11.00am at RW’s place. Before the meeting 
closed, CS wished to thank Valerie Willson for 
the delightful lunch and the meeting closed at 
3.40pm. 
 
 
 
 

A notice for our members 
 

You, as a genuine member, is entitled to make 
any comment or suggestion. Please feel free to 
contact one of our Committee Members. He / she 
will take your note or idea genuinely and forward 
to our meeting next March. If you wish to be 
involved and help our Association, please 
contact Richard. The following Committee 
Members are: - 
 

Mr Colin G Sayer (Chairman)  
colinbps@stonehill51.fsnet.co.uk  
Fax 019 3287 3560     
Richard A Willson (Acting Secretary) 
oba1955_1996@hotmail.com  
Fax 017 0837 4717     
Allan J Sharp - allansharp@talk21.com 
Fax 016 1962 2815     
Leslie D Culver - Fax: 020 8851 1923  
Peter Mowat - Petermowat2004@aol.com 
Fax 017 0422 0990     
Ian G Cooke - ianfionacooke@hotmail.com 
Fax 020 8551 9167     
Conrad D Kiel - conradkiel@yahoo.co.uk  
Katie O Mowat - katolivmow@hotmail.com 
Fax 020 8979 2130       Ed 
 
 
 
 

Looking for your classmate? 
 

OBA is happy to help you to get in touch with a 
‘missing’ classmate. It will have to be that the 
‘missing’ Old Burwoodian is a member and with 
his / her permission to pass the details of the 
contact over to you or asking him / her to get in 
touch with you. Please contact us if you are 
missing him / her. 

Ed 
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Grand Reunion on Sept 2005 

 
Since March 2004, 58 tickets have 
been ordered and they are following 
 

Nos Surname Name   
004B Rosie Hamish 2 
006B Chapman Patrick 1 
009B Kettle David 2 
011B Joslin Richard 2 
013B Lee Stuart 2 
014B Schofield David 2 
019B Cranwell Alexander 2 
020B Hewett Ian 2 
021B Wilson Tony 2 
023B Pearson John 2 
024B Haywood Malcolm 2 
025B Wheatley  Kenneth 2 
027B Davies Christopher 1 
028B Gibbins John 2 
029B Lusher David 1 
030B Walden Colyn 2 
033B Jackson Peter 2 
034B Williams Jonathan 2 
035B Sharp Allan 2 
036B Pritchard Derek 2 
037B Lethbridge Andrew 2 
038B Cook Alan 2 
039B Willson Richard 2 
040B Saunders Christopher 2 
041B Williams Keith 2 
047B Morris John 2 
051B Lewis David 2 
053B Vidler Edward 1 
054B Woolfe Howard 2 
057B Foreman Roger 2 
061B Hetherington William 2 
064B Taylor Robert 2 
069B Sparrow Kevin 2 
070B Healy Stuart 2 
071B Staines Roy 2 
072B Seccombe Charles 2 
074B Culver Leslie 2 
075B Mowat Peter 2 
076B Lee Raymond 2 
077B Eagling Geoffrey 2 
078B Gibbins Ronald 2 
080B Towler Michael 2 
097B Billam Jamie 2 
098B Dixey Gerald 1 
099B Heaton Mark 2 
100B Cooke Ian 2 
102B Bullock David 2 
105B Holliday Stephen 2 
107B Freund Michael 2 
109B Klein Herbert 2 
110B Woolcock Jeffrey 1 
113B Brown Peter 2 
118B Morris David 2 

119B Hines Michael 2 
121B Bazeley Robert 2 
123B Kelly Michael 2 
125B Whalley Kevin 2 
126B Whalley Bryan 2 
128B Sadowski Michael 2 

129BN Bogard Martin 2 
130B Dunlin David 2 

131BN Scolding Andrew 2 
134BN Chee Paddy 2 
136BN Drew Jeffrey 2 
141BN Gibson Stephen 2 
143BN Excell Keith 2 
145BN Fisher Simon 2 
146BN Sanders Kenneth 2 
147B Jackson Matthew 2 

150BN Davis Paul 2 
162BN Bromley Kerry 2 
164B Vanoestren Michael 2 
166B Craddock Paul 1 

167BN Clarke Edward 2 
172BN Sinclair Graeme 2 
174BN Clarke Nigel 1 
178BN Turrell Charlie 1 
183BN Sinclair Malcolm 2 
186B Hoare Patrick 1 

189BN Plaster Andrew 1 
195B Thomas Andrew 2 

198BN Kiel Conrad 2 
200B Jenner John 1 

201BN McGrath Brian 2 
204B McKee Allan 2 
206B Spurgeon Terry 2 

212BN Rayment Craig 2 
218B Upton Darren 2 

222BN Banks Leslie 2 
224BN Wherry Steven 2 
227BN Stopher Gerald 2 
232BN Longworth David 2 
233BN Sturley Nicholas 2 
237BN Clarke  Anthony 2 
246B MacKay Iain 1 
247B Weinbaum Richard 2 
252B Kelberman James 2 
254B Boswell Clive 2 

255BN Flower Mark 2 
256BN Jones David 2 
257BN Pritchard Robert 2 
258BN Townsend James 2 
259BN Howgate Martin 2 
262BN Finn John 1 
264BN Brownlie John 2 
266BN Reid Michael 2 
267BN Mancini  John 2 
269B Sanders Glyn 2 
276B Barcy Philip 2 
282B Pritchard Darren 2 
286B Bojas Christopher 2 

311BN Woolfe Tyron 2 

327B Clarke James 2 
333B Culver Mark 2 

346BN Wilson Stuart 1 
355B Westbury Oliver 2 
357B Clarke Jonathan 2 
360B Mowat Katie 2 
385B Weatherley David 2 
451W Arnold  Mrs Jill 2 
011N Roach Craig 2 
014N Taylor Andrew 2 
015N Hare Alison 2 
070N StLeger-McConnell Pamela 2 
073N Watson Mark 1 
078N Armstead Sarah 2 
121N Warwick Kiri 2 
001S Sayer Mr Colin 2 
020S Coombes Miss Eileen 1 
021S Godfrey Miss Barabra 1 
027S Dobbs Mr George 1 
029S Grave  Mr Jim 2 
036S Lucas  Mr Mike 1 
040S Young Mr Tony 2 
041S Threlfall Miss Margaret 1 
049S Prentis Miss Mary 1 

Number of ticket – ordered  250
remaining available  100

 

Important Notice! 
 

There are 100 remaining tickets and  
we anticipate it could be  

 

sold out within the next  
THREE MONTHS OR LESS!  

 

At present, our Association has 247 
members and 136 of them have 
ordered tickets. One member is 

eligible to have up to two tickets – 
wife, partner or friend, so, in theory; 

an approximate of 50 out of 111 
members will be rushing for the 
ticket(s). The new just coming-in 
members are also eligible for the 

ticket(s).  
 

To order the ticket(s), please see an 
attached deposit form here. Today 

could be your last chance  
OR  

it could be too late! 
Ed. 

 

Latest News 
 

On 26th September 2004, we 
received an order for two tickets 
from the new ‘just coming-in’ 
member! (Down to 98 tickets) 
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Derek Davidson (022B) phoned Colin and we 
had a most interesting conversation.  He was a 
draughtsman ten years ago, but was then 
made redundant when the firm collapsed.  He 
worked as a postman for a while and then as a 
dustman.  Then he got a 5 months contract 
and decided to go to Brighton, Worcester 
College for a 7 months course in Autocad, 
followed by 3 months at Mansfield Portland 
College for Disabled People.    
Christopher Davies (027B) has retired – and 
is very happy without any aggro! He was made 
redundant from being a gardener for Poole 
Council for nearly 20 years, in Nov 1990.  
Before that he was a gardener for Merton 
council from 1968 – 1971. He does odd jobs as 
a gardener, swims, cycles and walks a lot.  
Recently he walked 6 miles each way to 
Wimborne market. 

He goes on his merry way by bicycle 
and walking: “traffic jams are not for me”, he 
says. He has two married sisters, one in West 
Sussex and one in Gloucestershire, who is in a 
wheelchair. He is delighted to be a member of 
the OBA. 

Some memories: - He had plenty of 
written detentions mostly on Sunday evenings 
– and says, “I thanked detentions for 
improving my English.” (I hope you all agree 
with him!  C.S) He came LAST in the school 
Sports Day one mile event for 4 years – 
1958,59,60 and 61. (A very honourable 
record, I think.  C.S) He says,” Nigel Robinson 
forced me to run one freezing night in January 
1958 when he was Head Boy because he 
called me sleepy. My most awful moment was 
when one boy said that I should go to a 
mental hospital in front of the pupils in an 
English lesson.” He remembers that Peter 
Jackson’s English was awesome. He 
remembers Allan Sharp (035B), Richard 
Willson (039B) and Ian Redfern (066B) as 
being good enough footballers for the old 1st 
Division and Allan Sharp being excellent in all 
sports – but iffy as a swimmer. 

He has been on several holidays by air 
and coach. 2000 -10 days in Germany, Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Austria. 2001 - 8 days 
in Norway 2002 - 8 days in Switzerland. 2003 
-10 days in Iceland. 2004 -10 days in Finland.   
He says, “Finland, Norway, Iceland and 
Switzerland are awesome, fantastic countries 
for holidays.” He also likes the Cumbria and 

Yorkshire countryside’s – but never mind 
about the weather. 

He always reads about all the football 
leagues in the papers. He is most impressed 
by Derek Pritchard’s (036B) favourite team – 
Arsenal - who have been unbeaten for 43 
games. He hopes that Arsenal will be 1st again 
next May but in the FA Cup he always hopes 
that underdog teams will be giant-killers. 

He has missed seeing loads of OBs and 
is specially looking forward to meeting Peter 
Jackson (033B), Allan Sharp and Richard 
Willson at the Reunion. He met Derek 
Pritchard in Spring 1995, Andy Lethbridge 
(038B) in March 1996 – and remembers 
meeting messes David Mallet (060B), Michael 
Payne (065B) and Peter Head (063B) over 30 
years ago! 

(We shall have more memories from 
Christopher next edition. He says, “I am sorry 
to write so much, but writing these notes is 
getting me perky!” No need to apologise!! The 
BiT’s lifeblood is all your memories. Ed) 
John Gibbins (028B) is now unemployed 
doing watercolour and oil painting at home.  
He and his wife will be having their 40th 

Wedding Anniversary in September this year. 
One of his sons, living in Melbourne, 

Australia, who plays cricket for his local club, 
has won in a tournament final. 

He asks, “Has the Association an Art 
Club?  (Answer – no.)  If not, why not? Is 
anyone interested in forming one?”  (Please 
contact Richard or Colin if you are and I will 
put you in touch with John.  Ed.) 

He says that he was not happy at BPS 
at first. He was the first one to be mocked 
about wetting the bed!! After he had had much 
abuse R.Willson (039B) had the same 
experience when he came to BPS a year after 
him. They then bonded and laughed it off 
afterwards. John asks, “How many 
embarrassed OBs had that experience?” 

He has missed seeing John Hayes 
(026B) since leaving school (alas, he is not a 
member {yet}) He regularly sees Richard 
Willson, Keith Williams (041B), Kenneth 
Wheatley (025B) and Derek Pritchard (036B) – 
and more recently Hamish Rosie (004B).   
(All will be together at the Reunion. / My wife 
and I were invited to their 40th wedding 
Anniversary reception recently which was held 
at a restaurant in Surrey on Sunday 5th Sept 
2004. In fact, we were at their wedding 
reception in 1964. It was pleasant to have met 
two Old Burwoodians and they are Derek  
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Pritchard and Kenneth Wheatley. Here is the 
photograph I took below.  Ed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
Peter Jackson (033B) got a surprise party for 
his 60th Birthday which was arranged by his 
wife, Maureen. It was held on 27th March 2004 
near their home town in Chester. Several Old 
Burwoodians celebrated with Peter and they 

are Allan Sharp (035B), Richard Willson 
(039B), Howard Woolfe (054B), Geoffrey 
Eagling (077B), William Stavert (158B), Mark 
Hart (177B) and Malcolm Sinclair (183BN) and 
their partners.      
Richard Willson (039B) got unexpected 
visitors, Kenneth Wheatley (025B) and his 
wife, Patricia (a former wife of deceased Peter 
Weinman). Kenneth and Patricia wanted to 
treat Richard and his wife, Valerie for a meal. 
As they entered a restaurant in Romford, 
Richard was completely speechless and very 
surprised to see Old Burwoodians who were 
waiting to welcome him, his 60th birthday. A 
photograph was taken as soon as he entered 
with his amazed face. At this very moment, 
Richard was not thinking properly and the Old 
Burwoodians were laughing at him! Kenneth 
Wheatley (025B), John Gibbins (028B) Colyn 

Walden (030B), Peter 
Handy (046B) and Howard 
Woolfe (054B) and their 
wives were there. It was 
secretly arranged by 
Valerie and she was so 
pleased because it was not 
easy to keep the secret as 
he usually caught the plan! 
Afterwards, all went to 
Richard’s place for an 
evening social and later, 
Valerie brought a cake with 
‘6’ & ‘0’ shaped candles  

to Richard. 
Richard thanked 
his friends for the 
enjoyable and 
unforgettable 
evening. Richard 
admitted that this 
evening was his 
best present he 
had ever. He also praised Valerie for her clever 
and twisted witty plan.  

        
Keith Williams (041B), on the evening of 17th 
April 2004, was totally speechless as he 
opened the door of the restaurant that was 
booked secretly by his partner, Sandy Walker. 
In front of him, most of his family and friends 
were there and cheered loudly at him, his 60th 
birthday. Before this, Sandy asked Richard 
Willson (039B) for help in searching for other 
Old Burwoodians that she would like to invite 
for Keith’s special evening. Richard contacted 
some members that know Keith very well. 
Malcolm Haywood (024B), Kenneth Wheatley 
(025B), Colyn Walden (030B), Richard Willson  
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(039B), Christopher Saunders (40B), Peter 
Handy (046B) and their wives were there to 
celebrate Keith’s 60th birthday. Most of OBs 
were staying at the hotel overnight. Next day, 
all OBs were having breakfast together. Later 
all OBs went out for a long walk and breathed 
the fresh air. We returned and joined Keith’s 
reunion for the pre - Sunday dinner drinks and 
later for dinner. 

        
John Morris (047B) has two part-time jobs, 
one being for exhibition stands doing computer 
added graphics and the other is for a Hearing 
Resources Centre as bookkeeper and helping  

 
its deaf awareness course programme. He is 
still involved in bowls, being Chairman of the 
English Deaf Lawn Bowls Association.  He is 
hoping to have more time in future for other 
hobbies such as model-making (trains) and 
teaching people deaf awareness. 

He has a grandson, Brandon, aged 3. 
He says, “I can never understand why hearing 
people don’t sign, as they can see. I have 
often asked myself if BPS ever considered deaf 
teachers at the time I was a pupil there.   

Are the teachers aware that sign 
language cannot be stopped? (The answer is 
simple! BPS was an oral school. For some 
reason David went to the wrong school. There  
were signing schools available when he went 
to BPS.  C.S.) 

I have mixed feeling about being at 
BPS. Sport helped me to understand how to 
win and to be prepared to lose. One day, 
playing cricket away, we met a nice Chinese 
hearing boy after the match. He could sign!   

We, all the boys, were so pleased to 
have a signing friend, and he himself brought 
hearing players and deaf players together and 
the hearing peers realised that signing is the 
BRIDGING tool. I have never forgotten him.  
In 1961 it was a very hard life for the deaf as 
hearing people rejected signing. If we had a 
time machine to take me back to 1957 and 
start again, would I be a better pupil? I don’t 
think so. I would very vehemently support sign 
language. I would teach teachers of the deaf 
awareness. When I left school my English was 
very poor, unable to argue properly.” 

He and his wife are coming to the 
Reunion – and he is regularly seeing Eddie 
Vidler (053B), Mark Oulton (211BN), Tony 
Wilson (021B), Hamish Rosie (004B).   
Roger Foreman (057B) says, “While in Rome 
we met Duncan Cairns (151BN) from BPS. He 
told me he was in the same class as Paul Davis 
(150BN) from LA. It was great to talk with 
him. He was there for Scotland V Italy rugby.” 
Roger and Jayne visited Europe in March, 
going to Italy, Spain and England. Roger said 
that he was keen that they should visit the 
Europe he remembered enjoying from some 
20 years ago – but now they appreciate 
Canada even more than before! He feels that, 
compared to Canada, Europe is dirtier and 
busier than he remembered, and the people 
are less friendly than the Canadians. 

Here are some of Roger’s memories 
from BPS. Being the first Editor of the Boar  
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Weekly from the day it began, for 3 years. 
Being weak at sport and finding that Mr 
Watson turned him around so that he became 
rather good at football and cricket. Playing 
tennis against Mr Wood: both of them were 
determined to win – and Mr Wood just beat 
him. The aero modelling club – the Jetex 
rocket on a long thread right along the length 
of the tennis court, and Jetex rocket in gliders 
(one of which, I seem to remember, burst into 
dramatic flames as it flew down from Miss 
Coombes’ room!  C.S.) – working with Adrian 
Sime on his good model plane (Spitfire?). He 
remembers the Model Club room below the 
Science Lab and the engine stand that Mr 
Dobbs made – and the sore fingers from 
starting the engines. (I still have them – the 
engines, not the sore fingers. C.S.) The 
Christmas plays in which one of the cast was 
hanging by the neck! (Jeffery Woolcock? 
{110B}) Playing in the school chess team and 
playing chess with Michael Freund (107B) 
(who still plays international chess. C.S.) 

He remembers the story of carrying the 
telegraph pole to the lake to try to build a 
bridge to the island (He and Jayne walked 
round the lake in March and looked at where 
the “bridge” had been and where a group of 
you stood for him to take a photo: the trees 
have grown fatter. C.S.) He remembers Kevin 
Sparrow (069B), Peter Jackson (033B), 
Richard Willson (039B) and?? And he was 
carrying the pole – which they all then 
dropped onto Roger’s shoulder when they were 
spotted. He can still remember how much it 
hurt! Then there was the secret club 
‘hideaway’ in a deep hole in the woods, 
covered with wood and leaves. He wonders if 
any of you remember it too… 

He also remembers a Valentines Day 
card he received which told him to be at the 
Park gates at 9 p.m. Mr Wood caught him 
reading it and he was gated. He then saw Mr 
Wood going out before 9. He was out for 20 
minutes – but no girl appeared. It seems that 
some boys had arranged to get Roger to go to 
the gates and then remove his trousers and 
run back to school with them! (It happened to  
me too! The boys who planned this are 
Christopher Saunders (040B) and Edward 
Stevens (044B). They were hiding behind the 
beech tree and took, with a flash, a snap of  
me. Unfortunately and because of darkness, 
the photograph only showed my shoes! I  

 
supposed they wanted to see my excited face. 
It was good fun. Ed) 
Finally he remembers Mr Wood calling the 
school leavers into his office and telling them, 
“You boys are now going out into the world – 
and the wolves are waiting outside for you…. 
“He then said how proud he was of them all. 
Raymond Lee’s (076B) firm went bankrupt 
out of the blue and he lost his job. However, 
he was ‘headhunted’ and says,” ... after six 
weeks on the "dole" (remember that word?), I 
was offered a job. Before that, the interview 
with the managing director of the company 
was absolute hell. He had never met a deaf 
person before in his life and he did not have a 
clue as to how to speak with a deaf person. On 
the other hand, I am used to lip-reading and I 
consider myself a skilled lip reader. However, 
at the interview... 
  The room was almost dark except for 
two table lamps that were lit behind the 
interviewer's back! All I could see in front of 
me was the silhouette of the managing 
director at a vital stage of my job interview!  
Summoning my courage, I pointed out that 
there was no way I could lip-read him with the 
lights behind his back. His response was 
unbelievable - "These lights have been there  
for the past nine years and they were no 
problem". What a start to my interview! 
  Not only that, he demanded where my 
hearing aid was!  He insisted that construction 
site safety would require me to wear such 
hearing aids. To that, I courteously responded 
that I had worked in construction for 33 years 
without hearing aids... He looked stunned. 
  Sigh... I went out of the meeting room 
to summon the person who wanted me to 
work for the company and he came into the 
meeting.  I explained to him the difficulty and 
the obstacle I was facing during my first few 
minutes of the interview with the managing 
director.  This person took over and a long 
discussion between him and the managing 
director took place and I hardly had a word in 
or a word spoken for over 20 minutes or so.  
At the end of their discussion, the managing 
director wrote on a piece of paper ... 
"Welcome aboard". That was it! 

  I was employed as Finishing 
Manager as of 1 December 2003. I am 
currently responsible for the completion and 
quality of finish for 92 apartments in Hackney. 
I still enjoy the same benefits that I had at my 
old company - company car, private health 
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insurance and fringe benefits.”    
 Ron Gibbins (078B) is fine after having a 
Carpel Tunnel operation on his right hand, 
which left him feeling very sore. He is in the 
process of arranging the class 61 and 62 
reunion for 2005, which will include a visit to 
Ince Castle. (Ron, please could you or one of 
your mates write an article and with a few 
photos? Ed)      
Gerald Dixey (098B) is still single and still 
doing the same work for British Airways and is 
in his 15th year. He still plays cricket for his 
club. He had a short break in Dubai in March.  
He has missed seeing Michael Burton (111B) 
since leaving school (unfortunately not a 
member) but sees David Morris (118B) and 
they will be working together on producing a 
video of the Reunion.    
Peter Brown (113B) had his 50th birthday 
party which was held on 24th April 2004. There 
were a several Old Burwoodians at the party 
and they are Ian Hewett (020B), Tony Wilson 
(021B), Richard Willson (039B), Peter Head 
(063B), Kenneth Dudley (114B), Anthony 
Sanderson (115B) and Andrew Scolding 
(131BN) 

        
Michael Hines (119B) is a wood machinist 
making bedroom furniture. His wife Elizabeth 
is a pre-school sign language and language 
assistant.  They have no plans to change – “we 
are happy as is”. They are planning a long 
2006 holiday – a walk/tramp in the wilds of 
South Island where ‘Lord of the Rings’ was 
filmed. They went to the Gold Coast, Australia 
– very hot – like a Lethal Weapon ride – 
Scooby Doo ride – funny Police Academy 
shows – tower and terror rides at an 
amusement park 

His son, Grant, 21, is in Sweden, at 
Halmstaad University, as part of his study for a  

 
B.A. in Sport Management. Michael Jnr, 20, is 
a roofer and plays rugby League. Nathalie, 14, 
is at Grammar School and is a dance member 
for a Church Youth Group. Christopher 
nicknamed ‘Hammer’ because Michael 
supports West Ham Utd, plays soccer for his 
11th Grade team and they won the title last 
year. 

He has heaps of memories. He says,” I 
stole chocolates, biscuits and drinks because I 
was so hungry – not enough food on the table 
for the 1st and 2nd formers, but never got 
caught by the prefects when lining up.  Went 
downstairs to watch ‘Match of the Day’ at night 
and never got caught; winning the Bobby 
Moore Cup twice; scoring 4 goals against the  
Old Boys in 1972;  my classmates were 
probably the best pranksters, jokers in school 
history, making everyone laugh and it showed 
again at the 2001 Reunion.” 

He is looking forward to the 2005 
Reunion and they will go to Holland, France 
and maybe Switzerland then to London via 
Eurostar. He is specially hoping to see Kevin 
Silverthorne, Alan Loft. Mr Brook, Mr P. 
Thomas and Mr Dobbs. (Well, Mr Dobbs will be 
there. Ed)      
Paddy Chee (134BN) has been swamped with 
extra work at the dental lab, as there is a 
shortage of skilled dental technicians in 
America: he has been working 10 hours a 
day… November to January are the busiest 
months for him. He is experimenting with a 
new digital camcorder and is hoping to 
upgrade to one those which records straight 
on to a DVD disc inside it. He will be recording 
at the Reunion – but his machine may not be 
compatible with the European standard. We 
shall see. Paddy and Paul met at a convention 
in America and there is a stunning photo of the 
two of them dressed up for a Halloween Party.   
(It is good to hear from Roger, Paddy and Paul 
that the BiT is read with pleasure the other 
side of the Atlantic… / Paddy, I have asked  
David Morris and his assistant, Gerald Dixey to 
get in touch with you, concerning the DVD’s 
compatibility for your country, USA & of course 
for Australia, Canada and Europe. Ed)   

Simon Fisher (145BN) has two sisters, 
Yvonne and Nina, and they are divided by 4 
years in age. He has 4 nephews and 2 nieces.    
He has been married to Christine for over 18 
years after they met at the Breakthrough Trust 
in London, when he was 19 and she was 16.  
They now have Wayne (17) who is studying at  
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Doncaster College for the Deaf, Melvyn (13) 
who is hearing and at High School with over 
2000 pupils at Borehamwood and Adrian (10) 
who goes to Heathlands School for the Deaf. 

Simon is now working as a full-time 
carer on behalf of an agency because if the  
three children are coming home from school 
and college holidays he can stay at home to be 
with them. Christine is a map printer on 4 
days a week. 

He was upset because he was an odd 
boy out because he could not have any football 
or cricket souvenirs which other boys would 
have received in more games than his. He is 
greatly disappointed. 

He and Christine are looking forward to 
seeing the members of staff and friends again 
at the Grand Reunion 2005. He says, “There’ll 
be floods of signing!!”    
Jeffery Powell (149B) says, “I’m well and 
very busy at work, I’m a full time tractor 
driver and forklift driver for another farmer 
and still run my farm as well. I've rented all 
my land out, so farmers rent my land which is  
better than growing crops. Farmers are not 
making much profit now.” 
  He remembers that when he was in his 
4th year he was complaining to that  ***  
matron, Miss Norreys, about the food being 
crap at breakfast and tea. She took him into 
the kitchen and told him to tell the cook what 
he had said. So he complained to her, and 
thought nothing would happen. Well it did!   
“We had no breakfast only cereal and bread’n 
jam for tea. Then dinner was great, because 
the teachers were there, but at tea time, just 
bread, jam and tea. God, it was like that for 2 
days and the boys were blaming me, so I went 
to say sorry to the head cook, but she began 
crying and told me it wasn't her fault. She told 
me they had a budget and could only spend so  
much on food. Things came back to normal the 
next morning. That was the worst thing I've 
done at BPS.” 

He says, “I'm not sure about going to 
the grand reunion, but I would love to go and  
meet all my friends again. I've been with 
hearing people since I left school in 1975 and I 
feel I belong to the hearing world: I hope you 
all know what I'm saying. I hope you all take 
care of yourselves.”     
Paul Davis (150BN) has telephoned Colin 
from America – but this was something new!  
He spoke to me over the phone and I spoke  

 
back, my words being signed to Paul so he 
could see this on his screen.  It is called VRS 
(Video Relay Service) and is free (to him in 
America) on the internet.  (It is like Typetalk 
and works very well indeed.  C.S.) 
Paul also has a new phone called CAPTEL 
which means that he can talk to hearing 
people and when the person speaks to him 
every word comes out on his screen – 
depending on the speech. He reads everything 
clearly – it takes a few seconds longer, but he 
could understand me (C.S.).  This is VERY new 
and he is one of the candidates to use it as a 
trial and see if it works. “So far it is fantastic”, 
he says. 

He says, “It’s wonderful that a lot of 
hearing people will think that I hear everything 
but it’s not so …  I could hear your voice 
answering machine and then there’s a beep 
like music then I spoke and left a message – I 
hope you understand my voice, you probably 
recognise me!!  (Yes, we understood no 
problem. But his phone sounds too clever to 
be true!!!   C.S.) 

He also has a mobile pager with which 
he can check emails anywhere in the world.  
He recommends www.tmobile.com and click 
on ‘sidekick’ which is what he is using – “and it 
is fantastic!!’ It was 80 degrees in January 
when he sent the email!    
Mark Davies (165B) hays,” I have been ill for 
about 4½ years and it is a long and 
complicated story. I have mild Aspergers 
Syndrome and mild arthritis.” He is studying 
computer hardware in Wrexham. He visits the 
International Eisteddfod in Llangollen every 
year – his parents are Friends of the 
Eisteddfod. He and his parents had a holiday in 
Geneva and in Cornwall, including Padstow 
and the Eden project. 

His memories of the school are that he 
had a difficult first year – and that he really 
overworked. He was a prefect, chess captain 
and Venture Scout – and scored an extremely 
rare corner goal in a school match. 

He was a deaf leader for Wrexham 
street collection for the BSL Manchester 
march. He attended a Deaf  Journalism 
weekend course in London. 

He has missed seeing Edward Clarke 
(167BN), who teaches BSL in Chester but is in 
regular touch with Mr J Clark (006S), the BPS 
teacher. (Mr Clark taught English, French and 
Religion Knowledge during 1955-58. It was 
really delightful to have met Mr Clark at  
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Kenilworth in 2001 and we hope he will attend 
again in 2005.  Ed)      
Steve Mullins’s (187B)  good friend, Conrad 
Keil (198BN), was holidaying with him and his 
other half in USA and Canada last Xmas, has 
encouraged him to join the OBA at long last. 

He says, “As for my life since school, I 
studied 'O' and 'A' levels at my local college 
from 1979-81 and then took a Computer 
Studies Foundation Course for a year before 
attending Trent Polytechnic in Nottingham to 
read HND Computer Studies until 1985. My 
first job was a Trainee Programmer for 
Nationwide Building Society based in Swindon 
and then I climbed the ladder to Senior 
Systems Developer where I am now. To my 
surprise, I am still working for the same 
company since 1985. 

I am married to Caroline and have no 
kids but the baby's on the way. As for our 
school mates, I am still keeping in touch with 
Sean Johnson (181BN), Malcolm Sinclair  
(183BN), Nicholas Warnock (170BN) (I am a 
godfather to his second son) and Conrad of 
course.”       
Terry Spurgeon (206B) tells us that he, his 
wife Carol, Chelsea (daughter aged 6) and 
Rohan (son aged 16 months) are all keeping in 
good health. He suggests that the Manor 
House visit video could be transferred to DVD, 
which is an interesting idea.    
Neil Robinson (216B) has a new job as a 
Residential Support Worker for the R.N.I.D. in 
Brighton, which is where he lives now. He has 
a girl friend called Helen – a lovely lady. She 
lives nearby and they have been an item for a 
while now. He has already started a new life in 
Brighton and hopes to become a qualified 
B.S.L. tutor in the future. 

Sadly, his eldest brother was killed in an 
accident 1½ years ago. 

This year he is off to Bolivia (Valley 
Regions) to do a social project for 3 weeks 
with 12 other deaf Christians! 

He asks if there is some sort of meeting 
with ex-Boars in his area (Brighton). (I can 
contact the members who live in your area on 
your behalf. If desired, please contact OBA. 
The OBA is arranging the half-yearly small 
reunion local meetings around the country, so 
that may well happen.  Ed.) 

As to memories of school – he asks if 
anyone can remind HIM of good memories of 
school! He asks “Will Mr Grave be at the 

  
Reunion?” (Yes, he will indeed.  Ed.) He has 
missed seeing Wayne Hayward (217B) and 
Richard Stacey (223B) since leaving school 
and is seeing no old Burwoodians so far! (As I 
said this before, I will be happy to pass your 
name to Richard who is a also member. Ed) 
Nicholas Sturley (233BN) has had a most 
intriguing book published, called ‘Milan’, partly 
based on the Milan 1880 conference. A fiction 
based-on-fact novel which has taken him 
seven years to develop. It is described as ;an 
exciting and sprawling Deaf fantasy epic …’ I 
was delighted to receive a signed copy from 
Nick and very pleased that Nick’s interest in 
writing started at BPS as a result of the 
‘stories’ in English lessons. (Nicky, would you 
like us to place an advertisement of your 
‘Milan’ book in the BiT? It is free of charge! Ed) 
Grant Ferguson (242BN) has been studying 
HND Computing Support after passing HNC 
Computing with all subject modules passed 
with Merit. He says, “My job position will 
change again! Out-sourced! Ouch! But I have 
been told that I will not lose my employment 
position in I.C.T. Hewitt Packard (HP) have 
won the contact to tender to support us on 
Desktop supply and support for the next 5 
years with a 2 year extension. 
At my EDR (Employee Development Review) 
with my line manager I have made a few 
suggestions about assisting HP with SOR, 
Specification of Requirements. Working with 
the SDM, Service Delivery Manager, who can 
sign in sign language (Basic to Intermediate 
level), actively encourages me to get involved 
in Project Management to create 
documentations on SOR of software 
installation for HP. She kept asking me if I 
would like to move into Project Management or 
into other management as she thinks that I 
have the potential to go on in this area. I was 
wary of this because it is a totally different 
level from what I do at present. At the end of 
the day, I told her that I will go and tackle the 
management courses and take it from there to 
see what I can do. (Nothing Ventured Nothing 
Gained!) Gulp! Any kind of Management 
courses added to my CV is a bonus! 

The line-manager has told me that my 
job will reduce gradually from building Pc's and 
move into installing Windows 2003 servers 
Council-wide, a step up from PCs into server 
environments. I also will be moving into  
web-development on 2 days per week to 
develop the SOR documentations onto the  
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Council's Intranet for the IT engineers and HP 
engineers to get one source of information 
from the web instead of obtaining the 
resources from elsewhere which may lead into 
outdated systems and causing software 
installation failures due to file movement etc. 

At the moment, I’m at a crossroads in 
the employment! Opportunities which are 
facing me now!”      
James Townsend (258B) had six weeks off 
work with a knee operation – and has done the 
London Marathon 3 times – 1989, 1993 and 
2002. He says, “I am very busy with my two 
lovely girls”.       
Richard Adams (295B – was Cadman) is to 
get married in April/May 2005. (Please could 
we have a photograph of your wedding? Ed) 
Sumit Sudra (303B) is keen to go to the 
reunion and is hoping that Ben Pike (152BN), 
Grant Peddie (283B), Paul Lambert (292B) and 
Ben Kiberd (308B) should come too. 
(Regretfully, none of your close friends is a 
member and they will not be able to order a 
ticket. Could you encourage them? Ed.)  
James Dymock (304BN) says, “Now I am 
living with Karen Sandell as well as 2 kids 
(Matthew - 7 Years old and Lucy who was 5 on 
18/11/03) and the time has passed so quickly.   
We are living in the Basildon Area. 
This life of ours is very rosy as I got promotion 
from Senior Technician to Engineer. Karen is 
full time Mother and may be thinking about 
getting a part time job as both kids have gone  
to School full time. 
  I just recently met Graeme Stewart 
(305BN) and Kiri Warwick (121N) at Redhill 
who are an item and parents of a boy which 
we found funny as we rememebered the 
memories with the class of ours who debated 
who will be father first or who will be professor 
and that sort of thing. We didn't expect it 
would have happened but it was an interesting 
chat and I just realised that I was the first 
person in my form to be 'Father' – and funnily 
enough I did predict that Tyron Woolfe 
(311BN) would become Doctor for the subject 
that he loved! I haven't seen him since one of 
our mate's birthday (3 years ago) and I would 
love to say to him 'I told you so!' Graeme  
agreed! We did talk about our highs and lows 
but most of all how Burwood Park School and 
College made us what we are! 

Speaking about my job, I started 
working for Thorburn Colquhuon who I regard  

 
as the worst job I have worked for as I got no 
respect from them and I was glad to leave and 
joined the company called Boreham Consulting 
Engineers Ltd at Brentwood who I work for at 
the moment, as it opened up my knowledge of 
the Transportation and Highways Work and I 
have been overwhelmed by the way they 
work! I made some Transport Assessments 
though I did not realise at the beginning how 
hard it was to do all the work.  

Most of all is that I enjoyed the learning 
of Engineering English as I never stop learning  
new things and creating new ideas for the 
company to change the Assessment to make 
things more visible and interesting. Over the 
last 3 years with Boreham I have been 
working with all the ranges of Computer 
Applications such as Capacity calculations for 
Priority Junctions or Roundabouts to check if 
they could cope with the number of traffic for 
the next 10 years or more. So, since I have 
mastered all the programs. I was working too 
quickly for the team members who could not 
keep up with me due to their commitments 
with clients on the phone! So the directors 
decided to move me to an advanced team 
where it actually suits my workstyle as it is 
called micro simulation. It is also my fast track 
route to promotion and better pay! The 
program is called Paramics (Stands for 
PARAllel Micro Simulation) and it is very data 
hungry but it does give me more mathematics 
work such as Validations, Regression, and all 
those sort from the Department of Road and 
Bridges (Government Guidelines). I have made 
some Audit Notes for the work on those 
models I have done on Paramics and I am 
addicted to it and I love every minute of it!!” 
Ben Kiberd (308B) and Rebecca had a baby 
boy last year called Max. They are living in 
Hampton, Sumit Sudra (303B) tells us: he 
often sees them.      
Simon Lupton (337B) is an auditor for a large 
company in Jersey. In the future he plans to 
get more involved in property. He and his 
partner of 6 years have just returned from 
Canada and have the Bahamas to look forward 
to in August! He has missed seeing his class 
members since leaving school – Mark Culver 
(333B), Martyn Vessey (334B), Raju 
Navaratnarajah (335BN), Adam Starr (338B) 
and several others. (Mark will be at the 
Reunion. How is about you? Ed.) He does see 
Kiri Warwick (121N) - living in Jersey makes it 
harder to meet other Old Burwoodians! 
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Karen Sandell (348BN) and James Dymock 
(304BN) have two children and Karen has 
been a full-time mother, but is now beginning 
to think of taking up work again, as the 
children are both at school. See James (above) 
for further information)    
Sophia Cumming (377B) is doing fine – busy 
since last summer as they sold their old flat 
and got a new house.  In February 2004 they 
moved in and settled in quickly. Her son has 
recently become 1 year old. She is still 
studying City and Guilds 7307 Teaching Skills 
in Further and Adult Education until the end of 
this summer.     
Louise Sanders (110N - nee Robinson) is a 
mum, with a baby boy born in September 
2003, and working part-time. A plan for the 
future is to have another addition to the 
family. She is regularly seeing Jane Gibbons 
(108N) and Philip Barcy (276B) and would like 
to be in touch with Richard Johnson (306B) 
(who is unfortunately not a member  Ed) 
 
Staff News 
 
Mr  T Young (040S) is a Mental Health Social 
Worker, working with about 13 clients who live 
in the community, seeing each one, two or 
three times a week, which means visiting 4 or 
5 a day.  He has again been up in his loft and 
sent me some most interesting items to be 
added to the archive: he also has a lot of 
photos which I have not yet seen and has sent 
two videos which I did not know about.  One is 
of a visit made by pupils in Spring 1993 to 
Boxhill for a treasure hunt + a trip to Margate 
School and a football match.  I knew nothing 
about this video and it will make an excellent 
addition to the archive.  The other is the 
original of the trip to Schleswig in 1990: it 
seems that Graeme Stewart has the video of 
Schleswig 1991, which would also be brilliant 
to add to the collection. (If ANYONE has 
ANYTHING else that might be suitable for 
adding to the archive PLEASE CONTACT ME.    
C.S)       
Mrs Hesketh will be coming to the Reunion 
with Mr Young. She ran a youth club in 
Walton, which some of you will remember, and 
then was on the care staff at BPS.   
Mr P Thomas (044S) is now retired. He 
retired from the Head of Service in Hampshire 
last August. As one of his senior teachers got 
his job, he did some of his clinics for a couple  

 
of days a month for the Autumn term. By 
Christmas she had sorted her staffing 
problems, and so he handed over the clinics to 
a colleague.       

He does not make plans long in 
advance, so he may be coming to the reunion, 
and will decide nearer to the time.   

Mrs Thomas is still doing watercolours 
and puts some on display in a local gallery and 
into exhibitions from time to time. 

They are now getting on with making 
the most of a long awaited retirement.   
 

We regret to have to announce that Mrs Janet 
Weins (081S) died in July. She had been 
working in Cornwall, and had been ill for some 
time.  

(Please see page 2) 
 

Mr C and Mrs S Sayer (001S) much enjoyed 
visiting Miss Prentis (049S) in the summer. 
She is as busy as ever and had just done a 
Craft Stall and showed us her wool, spinning 
wheels and various delightful and fascinating 
things that she has made. The spinning wheels 
are certainly not for show, but for spinning 
wool for knitting and crocheting – to a very 
high standard. We are very much hoping that 
she will be coming to the reunion – but she 
will decide this nearer to the time.   
Mrs Barbara Williams (102S) has joined the 
Eboar network and says that she is interested 
in keeping in touch with the boys who were in 
the Scout Troop from 1976 to about 1981, 
along with her husband Brian - they now have 
a daughter Donna who is being taught BSL by 
Gary Quinn (205B).     
Mrs L Clarke (059S) came over from Eire for 
a brief visit and some of us were able to meet 
her, which was most enjoyable. She is clearly 
living a very full life there, being in two choirs, 
having many friends and, since Frank’s death, 
learning how to do wood turning! She said that 
she looked at all that lovely wood and decided 
that it should not go to waste. A friend has 
helped her to learn and she showed us a very 
nice bowl that she had made. In fact she had 
come over to give the prizes for a twice-yearly 
competition set up in England in Frank’s 
memory – and her bowl came second 
(incognito)! (She said that if she had won she 
would have withdrawn it) Mrs Schofield (061S) 
had arranged the gathering, at the Ashley 
Arms, but was unfortunately then not able to 
attend herself: she was missed. Mrs Stanley 
(075S), Mrs Howard (058S), Mrs Collett 



30 

    Old Burwoodians News   
 
(060S), Mrs Evans (064S), Mr Ellery (063S) 
and Mr and Mrs Sayer (001S) were there.  
Mr Ellery (063S) is head of the Science 
department at the preparatory school 
connected with the Guildford Grammar School.  
The school is doing well, with many pupils, 
while other prep schools are having problems 
and some are having to close through lack of 
pupils.  Mrs Evans (064S) is still very busy 
travelling round the country for Ofsted and Mrs 
Stanley (075S) and Mrs Howard (058S) are 
still at the same schools they joined after BPS, 
while Mrs Collett (060S) has retired.   
 

We are sorry to announce that Mr Gordon 
Cannan (010S) has recently died after being 
ill for some time. He taught Science at BPS 
from 1980 to 1984 and then went on to an 
American school, teaching there until he 
retired. 

 
Answers to the Quiz 

 
1. Four 
2. Mr Wood, Mr Green, Mr Thomas, Mr Kell 
3. About 4 hours. An Art teacher arrived for the start 
 of the school day and had gone, `never to be 
 seen again’, by lunchtime. 
4. Eagle Star Insurance. The Motor Insurance 
 Division, I think. 
5. Ah, tricky! Mr Sayer and Mr Grave arrived on the 
 same train as students in 1959. Mr Grave left in 
 1992. Mr Sayer left in 1994. However, Mr Dobbs 
 started at the school before Messrs Grave and 
 Sayer arrived and left in 1991. 
6. Because one of them caught fire and descended  
 over Weybridge as a ball of flame. 
7. Mr Frank Williams. 
8. Parsons, later the Maths room. 
9. Lennox-Boyd was Lady Boyd’s married name. 
 Professor Ewing and Lady Ewing of Manchester  
 University advised in the setting up of the school. 

a) Because there were three colours of the  
Boyd’s Coat of Arms (Black, Red and Yellow) and 
the boar’s colour which were Red and Yellow. 

 b) Each year the new pupils were listed in 
 alphabetical order and then allocated to Ewing 
 (Red) and Lennox-Boyd (Yellow) alternately. 
10. Miss Barnes, who thumped the tempo on the 
 Gym floor with a large wooden rod, and got the 
 boys dancing better than the hearing girls! 
11. Mr Faragher, Mr Watson, Mr Lucas, Mr Tweddle. 
12. a)  25 years  
 b) Roger Foreman (Editor), Michael Payne, David 
 Walker, Richard Eminowicz, Colin Liffen and 
 Howard Woolfe. 
 c)  Mr Young   

 d) Ramon Woolfe (Editor), Henry Skinner, Simon 
 Terry, Mark Watkins and Tyron Woolfe. (Of 

course the Woolfes were the sons of Howard 
Woolfe.) 

13. Miss Prentis and Miss Coombes 
14. Steel scaffolding! 
15. It is the private residence of a director of a Dutch 
 company. 
16. Margaret Thatcher, Ministry of Education 
 a) 1973, I think. 
 b) 11 students (G Baumer, M Bogard, P Chee,  
 L Clifton, S Cronin, J Drew, P Gardner, C Roach,  
 A Scolding, A Taylor and P Winterhalter 
17. Late Colin Palmer in 1956. 
18. Lady Patricia Lennox-Boyd, Lord Alan Boyd, Mr I 
 S S Ferres and Mr Malcolm H McAlpine. 
19. 1958 
20. 6 Old Burwoodians – Peter Weinman (David &  
 Rachel), Kenneth Wheatley (Mark), Derek 
 Pritchard (Robert & Darren), Howard Woolfe 
 (Ramon & Tyron), Leslie Culver (Mark) and Peter 
 Mowat (Katie) 

                Colin and Richard 
 
 

 And now why don’t some of you make up quizzes 
 about your time at school? 
 

Continued from page 16 
 

We had to do sport 4 afternoons a week at 
Lancing, and with asthma I couldn't play any team 
games at all, so it was running, squash or fives - 
and it did me no harm at all!!!! 
 

I do not remember the plane crash! 
 

Yes, I am very much aware indeed of how much 
you are all achieving out there in the real world. I 
am also very much aware of the "deaf cannot do" - 
culture. You are proving this sad idea totally 
wrong.  Keep at it – and enjoying doing all these 
things. 
 

What many people do not realise is how many 
hearing people are "not achieving".  The average 
hearing person is most certainly not achieving all 
that you are - and that's a fact of life! 

                         Greetings Colin 
 
 

There are two forms at the back of this BiT and are 
to be pulled out. One is ‘Support your BiT’ and may 
we encourage you to complete this form? You 
know the more of our members know the news of 
other members; it will become more interesting 
NEWS. The second one is a ‘Why Join?’ form. It is 
for any non-members and may we again 
encourage you to pass this to him / her? You know 
that the more members being joined will give better 
NEWS.   REMEMBER - THE AIM OF THIS BiT IS 
TO KEEP ALL OLD BURWOODIANS TOGETHER 
AND BE IN TOUCH. 

Ed 
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Family & Friend’s Pictorial Page 

 
You may recall last issue, I asked for the most recent photographs, such as a picture of a member 
plus wife or partner, children / grandchildren, brothers / sisters, friends and maybe pets. If you have 
one, please forward the photograph to Colin or myself. You can email many quality attachments. 
Please ensure you have included all names on the photograph. I am giving an example of our 
member’s family photographs, as you can see here and hope you will see clearly. 

                Ed 

     

 
Top Left: Stuart Healy (070B) Family -  
holiday in Rhodes. 
Two Top Right: Craig Rayment 
(212BN) New family - Twin babies. 
Two Middle Left: Michael Hines (119B) 
His son’s 11th Birthday and ‘Tower of 
Terror’ ride. 
Above: Jeffrey Drew (136BN) & Paddy 
Chee (134BN) Jeffrey & his family 
visited America. 
Bottom Left: Clive Boswell (254B) in 
Washington, USA, where Clive works. 
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 350 Guests Limitation 
………………… 

 

Plus many more, such as a long weekend:- 
 
Friday 23rd, 6pm to midnight - Social Evening 
Saturday 24th, 10am to 5pm - Social morning & afternoon 
Saturday 24th, 6.30pm to 7.30pm - Reception & wine 
Saturday 24th, 7.30pm to midnight - GRAND REUNION DINNER 
Sunday 25th, 10am to 4pm - Social morning & afternoon 
Sunday 25th, 11am to 12.30pm - OBA’s General meeting 
Sunday 25th, 12.30pm to 1.30pm - Light buffet 
Large display (photos, historical memorabilia, etc (all weekend) 
A bar / refreshments / hot snacks for purchase during the events 
Interpreters, disco, and use of all the hotel facilities. All events 
above are to be held at the hotel throughout the weekend  
Sun 25th, 10am to 12.30pm - Coach Trip to an interesting place, if 
desired  
 

All for £47.50 per head inclusive 
 

Accommodation at Holiday Inn Hotel 
 

Please note that Holiday Inn Hotel does not 
have single rooms and they only have rooms 
either double or twin beds. £ 75.00 per room 
per one night, £140.00 per room for two 
nights (Including Buffet Breakfast and VAT) 
 

Price List 
One ticket -         £  47.50 
 

Two tickets -        £  95.00 
 

One ticket & one night (Sat)  
at Holiday Inn Hotel -        £122.50 
 

One ticket & two nights (Fri & Sat)  
at Holiday Inn Hotel -        £187.50 
 

Two tickets & one night (Sat) 
at Holiday Inn Hotel -         £170.00 
 

Two tickets & two nights (Fri & Sat)  
at Holiday Inn Hotel -        £235.00 
 

There are two methods of the payment
A deposit form is attached here. We will 
require £10 deposit per ticket and £10 
deposit per room. Full amount is to be 
settled and be paid before 30th June 
2005. A cheque should be payable to  
‘OBA’s Grand Reunion’. 
 

OR 
 

A Standing Order Mandate form is attached 
here. As for the Standing Order, I have 
calculated, so that you will know the cost 
and to meet with your needs.  
 

Calculation on 6 instalments 
(Nov 2004 to April 2005) 

 

One ticket (£47.50) -            £ 7.92 monthly 
 

Two tickets (£95.00) -          £15.84 monthly 
 

One ticket & one night at Holiday Inn Hotel 
(£122.50) -                           £20.42 monthly 
 

One ticket & two nights at Holiday Inn Hotel 
(£187.50) -             £31.25 monthly 
 

Two tickets & one night at Holiday Inn Hotel 
(£170.00) -             £28.34 monthly 
 

Two tickets & two nights at Holiday Inn Hotel 
(£235.00) -           £39.17 monthly 
 

In the Standing Order Mandate form, your 
bank account’s detail is required along with 
your signature and date. The form is to be 
handed or posted to your bank. During 
2005, a personal balance sheet will be 
posted to you for observation and for your 
approval. An owing balance must be settled 
and be paid before 30th June 2005. Should 
you wish to cancel for any reason as long as 
it is before 30th June 2005; the full sum will 
be reimbursed. Please feel free to enquire 
and I will be happy to assist. Thank you. 
                                                                  Ed. 



You are welcome to write more on the other side of this page. 
September 2004 

 

Support Your BiT  Your name:                                                                                                   
 (Old Burwoodian News)                                                      Year at BPS / NH:              
  
Would you like to be included in the future BiT's personal profile? AYES / NOA   
 (The two photos are vital – one as you were schoolboy / girl and one as you are now – no photocopies please)                                    
What are you doing now? (Just married or going to be married? new family? / Can we borrow your recent photographs?) 
                
                
                
Any plans for the future? (Going to move? play in sport? any big change in life?) 
                
                
Any family news? Holidays recently? (Holiday in high-risk or unusual country, maybe North Pole?) 
                
                
                
Do you have any questions you would like to ask? (OBA will be happy to respond to your enquiries) 

                
                
                
Do you have any particular memories of the school and life there? (Were you happy there?) 

                
                
                
                
Any interesting stories to relate? (Good, bad or sad stories are welcomed) 

                
                
    
    
Are you coming to the Grand Reunion in 2005? (If so, or not - any particular reason?) 

                
                
Do you have any old photographs that were taken at BPS / NH? (If so, can we borrow?) 

                
Are there any Old Burwoodians that you have missed seeing since the school days? 
(Please full name(s) and which year. OBA may be able to help you to trace him / her for you.) 

                
                
Who are the Old Burwoodians that you are seeing regularly? (In person, exchange sms, email or letter?) 
                
C G Sayer, 2 Oak Villas, Stonehill, Ottershaw, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0ER. 
Fax: 019 3287 3560              Email: colinBPS@stonehill51.fsnet.co.uk 



 
 

October 2001 – September 2006 

OLD BURWOODIAN ASSOCIATION 
 

Why Join? 
 

1. You will receive all “Boars in Touch” magazine from 2001 to 2006 (2 a year) 
 

2. You will get news about those who were at Burwood with you. 
 

3. Those who were at Burwood with you will read your news. 
 

4. You will be eligible for tickets for the 2005 Grand Reunion. 
 

5. You will strengthen the OBA, so it can build into the future. 
 

6. You can read about the Burwood Foundation, which has helped a number 
of OBs with educational projects. 

 
ALL FOR £5.00 (equivalent to less than 9 pence per month!) 

In fact, the real cost is £13.80 (£1.15p for BiT, postage and stationery, {12 BiTs covers 5 years}) 
 

Why would you NOT join? (We cannot see any excuse!) 
 
…………………………..…………………………..…………………………..………… 

OLD BURWOODIAN ASSOCIATION 
 
Dear Old Burwoodian, 
 
 We are pleased to say that Lord Simon Boyd has arranged for the Burwood Foundation to 
contribute the cost of the ‘Boars in Touch’ magazine every six months (September and March). 
This means we will no longer require the magazine subscription’s fee from you. 
 Because of this, therefore, the OBA membership fee is £5.00 for 5 year. The period for this 
membership will be from 1st October 2001 to 30th September 2006. For being a member of our 
Association, the member will have the rights to receive the copies of the BiT regularly, all back 
issues from No 9, entry to the Grand Reunion in 2005 (number permitting) and will be entitled to 
ask any general enquiry from the Association. As a non-member, you will not have any rights. 
 

Richard A Willson 
Application form for OBA membership 
Complete this form and return to OBA, 2 Oak Villas, Stonehill, Ottershaw, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0ER. 
I enclose a cheque of £5.00, payable to ‘Old Burwoodian Association’ or ‘OBA’ 
 
Name (Full pls)              
 
Address               
 
Address          Post Code           
 
DOB                                        Date of entry & left (BPS / NH)       
 
Text / Tele       Fax       Mobile      
 
Email               
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